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In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Please be seated. 

As I've pointed out before, the readings during the season, after Pentecost are hard for us to hear. They're in our face 
kind of readings and we may not like to hear them, but because Jesus loves us so much, he's not afraid to reveal the 
tough truth that we need to know. As we walk our faith journey with him, he wants us to fully understand the peaks and 
the valleys that our relationship with him will bring, and it's not only for our own sake, but for the sake of those others 
that we are commissioned to bring into the fold. We hear strong words from Jesus in this morning's Gospel from Luke as 
the time for His crucifixion draws nearer. He's deeply distressed and yet earnestly looking forward to the completion of 
his salvation mission. 

He's also frustrated with the disciples who simply cannot see who he is and nor do they understand the agony he's in. I 
came to bring fire to the earth and how I wish it were already kindled. Yes, Jesus did bring fire to the earth. John the 
Baptist predicted this in chapter three of Luke. John said, I baptize you with water, but he was mightier than I is coming. 
The strap of whose sandals I'm not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire. 

The result of all people on this earth being baptized with the Holy Spirit and with fire depends on the hearts of those 
people who it touches. As we and chaff are separated, so will it be between the faithful and the unfaithful, those people 
who received this baptism with faith, will find that the spirit revives and refreshes the soul while the fire refines and 
cleanses them by removing impurities. Having our impurities removed is not a pleasant sensation. However, it is 
necessary for the building up of our faith and the building up of God's kingdom. For those who reject Jesus and who 
insist on following their own devices the baptism of the holy spirit is repugnant to them. The spirit reveals to them their 
sinfulness and hits here too. They were not aware of the error of their ways or simply did not care to change their 
hearts. This is as true now as it was in Jesus' time and the reaction was violent and angry and resentful. For them the fire 
will come and the agony of the final judgment where their separation from God's kingdom will become permanent. That 
is the bad news. Jesus warns us that the people who will resist placing their faith in him and reject efforts to evangelize 
and love them into the kingdom will be among our own families. That is the really bad news. 

Good news is that the Judgment Day hasn't come yet. The day of separating the wheat and the chaff has not yet 
occurred. Really good news is that the Holy Spirit and the refining fire is alive and well within us and around us, and we 
have time. We have time to pray for boldness and professing and living out our faith for everyone to see. Jesus says to 
us today, you hypocrites why do you know not know how to interpret the present time? My brothers and sisters? Do we 
not see the state of our world today? We cannot deny that it is time, past time for all of us to put our faith into words 
and action. That's easy enough to say, I know we will be met with resistance. We may be mocked and scoffed at we may 
lose friendships, relationships, and be ostracized, but take heart. Read what the author of the letter to the Hebrews 
states by faith, our ancestors endured great suffering and hardships, even death. Also by faith, they were victorious in 
seemingly impossible situations. And even now, these same ancestors surround us and they too are awaiting their 
resurrection as they encourage us to run the good race. Let us therefore look with competence to Jesus, the pioneer 
perfector of our faith to uphold us and bring us and those people we bring onto him to stand in his glorious presence. 
Amen. 

 


