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Let us pray. 

Most loving, gracious Father, we give you thanks and praise for this day. We thank you for the abundant blessings that 
you've bestowed upon each of us and we pray that your Holy Spirit would lead us and guide us as we enter into the 
study of your word. May your word be spoken and your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

There is a connection that I hope becomes clear if it's not already clear between this portion of Luke's Gospel that we 
have proclaimed today and what Paul is trying to get the Colossians to understand in the portion of the Epistle that was 
read. Then if we begin looking at the Gospel passage, there's a caution from Jesus as he tells this parable to watch out 
where we have put our hope and our focus and all of our energy, which is why he tells that parable about the guy who is 
just storing up, storing up, storing up, storing up, uh, stuff. 

And then he thinks, well, now that I've got all this stored up, I'll just cruise on for the next 20 years enjoying it up. And 
Jesus is making that focus well, eventually for all of us, either we're going to be called back to be in his presence or he's 
going to return and in both of those instances, you don't take all the stuff that you have with us. But we spend a lot of 
time being worried about those things, that we don't have enough food, we don't have enough money, this costs too 
much, that costs too much. I don't have this, I don't have that and we get into this place where that can consume our 
thought process. And on the flip side of that, Jesus throughout the scripture is cautioning us on. Even if we do have 
enough that there's a danger then the more we have, the more we become self sufficient. 

And so we're worried that we won't have enough. And if we have a lot, what tends to happen is that can push us away 
from God because we can take care of everything that we need. And so then we can become the sustainer of our life 
instead of God. So there's a danger on both of those sides, which is what Jesus is trying to get the hearers to understand 
as he tells this parable. And that is clearly we, you know, he says, store up for yourselves. treasure in heaven is 
essentially rather than store up these things for yourself and are not living your life connected God, which is what Paul 
tells the Colassians about as he says, well, you've been raised with Christ. This has happened in your baptism into Christ, 
that you have a new citizenship. So set your mind then on the things that are above. On the things that are of God. And 
those are the things then they should be first and foremost in our mind and in our prayers. 

But if we honestly take a look at our lives and say, well, how many minutes or hours a day do you spend worrying about 
the things of the world that are passing away versus how many hours and minutes do you spend worrying about the 
things about dealing with our relationship with God and those in the spiritual realm? And often the scale is tipped 
heavily towards worrying about the world because that's here and now and we think our relationship with God is sort of 
in the distance when we die or sometime later. But God wants us to be in the relationship now. Now that's not to say 
that we don't have to think about how we have to pay our bills. We have to grocery shop, we have houses. I mean there 
are things we have to do. God's not saying, well, just ignore everything. That's not the biblical message either. 

But the Bible says, well, where's your focus is the point of the text? Where are you focusing your mind and your energy 
and your life. For you have died and your life, is now hidden with Christ. When Christ who is your life appears, then you 
also will appear with him in glory. Then we're called then to put to death therefore, whatever belongs to our earthly 
nature. And there's a list of things here. Now we should not treat this list as sort of like the exhaustive list where you can 
say, well, I'm okay with these five things so I've got that covered. The text is supposed to give us an example of the types 
of things that can draw us away from God or the temptations of this world that can lead us down a different path. And 
so that's the start of a list all of which lead us away from God. And so anything in our lives that leads us away from God 
should be on this list. But if Paul had to put in the whole list, we'd have to have a bible that was like this and then I'd 
have to stand up to try to read because there'd be so many things we'd have to put in the list. So we have to understand 
Paul saying these are the types of things, so be on guard because they can lead you astray. So it says rid yourselves also 
of such things as these, and again, these are examples and there's plenty on this list. Anger and rage and malice and 
slander and filthy language fromyour lips, do not lie. There's plenty therefor us to say, well, what's the point? Is he just 
trying to say, well, here's the good behavior checklist. 



No, he's saying those behaviors are the things of this world that often put us first when we engage in those. But when 
God is being put first and our fellow brothers and sisters are being put first, then these behaviors are inappropriate and 
they're not to be the way that followers of Jesus live. So because we're in relationship with God, these things have to be 
let go because God is changing and transforming us. This is not to say these are the lists that well just don't do these 
things and then everything is fine. They're supposed to flow out of a relationship with God. It's not a checklist by which 
you earn your relationship with God, but Paul is saying, God has given you this relationship now these things must flow 
out of you. 

Then he finishes this also with an important statement because he says here in Christ there is no Greek or Jew, 
circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all in all. That's an important statement 
because the people on these lists did not get along. The Jews and the gentiles, those who were circumcised or 
uncircumcised, the Scythian was a group of people that the hearers would have despised. They were like these heathen 
savages that they hated everything about them. So for Paul to say to them in Christ we're all one, that group that you 
despise is one with you in Jesus Christ. In God, those barriers are broken down is what Paul is trying to get them to 
understand and there is unity in Christ because God doesn't see us in this hierarchy and separation of groups that we 
form in the natural world. 

That's not how God operates. God sees us as one in Christ and we should be united in Christ. And anything that divides 
us and sort of sets these groups apart or sets us apart from one another, creates this hierarchy by which we think that 
we're better or we're included in somebody else should be excluded. Anytime we're looking like that, we have to check 
ourselves and say, is that of God or is that of the natural world? Because God does not seek those divisions and 
separations. Paul's making that pretty clear and the Jews debated that. Well, we're the ones who follow the law how can 
these gentiles be in? Or how can these heathen Scythians be in that everybody knows are the worst scum of the earth 
and how can God include them? And that's, Paul is saying, you're not better than that. We're all one in Christ. 

He's redeemed us all. He's saved us all. He's offered us a new life through his blood and a new creation. It has, has begun 
and will be brought to fulfillment when Jesus returns again. And then he's not gonna separate us in the groups that, that 
we think should be separated and say, okay, well the Catholics will be over here in Episcopalians who come over, here 
are the men and women over here. If you, if you had a lot of money in your bank account, we have a special reserved 
section for you here. And if you didn't have money, you should've worked harder go over here. Or this person I don't like 
and that person I don't like,. God's not going to do that. That's not the image of the Kingdom of God. And so we need to 
check ourselves in the here and now because Jesus has begun the new creation when he came into the world. 

And so the kingdom is not fully yet realized but it should be starting. We should be on the journey. And so we can say to 
ourselves in our lives, do we have evidence of these things that God says to let go of? And if so we repent and we try 
again. And we say, God empower us by Your Holy Spirit to live the kingdom that you desire without these divisions. Set 
me free from all the things on these lists that put me first before you and others. That can be part of our daily prayer. 
That's what Paul is saying and may our hearts and our minds be focused then on God. And as we do that, there starts to 
be a transformation of our heart and our minds. And then when there's a transformation of our heart and our mind, 
there's transformation of our thoughts and our words and our actions. They all flow one from the other. And so may we 
heed the call of Jesus and Paul and enter into God's presence. May the things above be our priority, and may he then 
transform us and use us to begin the new creation here and now that our lives might be lived for God's honor and glory 
and make present his kingdom that is coming in the fullness. When Jesus returns again, 

let us pray, 

Lord Jesus, we give you thanks and praise for the work that you've done for us, for the adoption into God's family, that it 
comes only through you and we pray that your Holy Spirit would lead us and guide us in our lives. May our hearts and 
our minds be fixed upon you and the things of your kingdom and may your power be manifested in us. that the world 
may see you and that your kingdom may be visible daily to the people of this world. Purify us of anything that's not of 
you, and lead us to a place of repentance. When we've become our own God and our own focus and Jesus, we ask all 
this in your precious and holy name. 



Amen. 

 


