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Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious Father we give you thanks and praise for this day and your presence among us. We pray that 
your Holy Spirit lead us and guide us in the study of your word and your word be spoken in your word, received in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

As we look at today's Gospel passage, we see an encounter with Jesus and his disciples who come to him with the 
question. Lord, teach us to pray. That's their request. And he's going to go on to give the words of the Lord's prayer that 
is incorporated into practically every service and the book of common prayer and has been used by the church forever 
as part of our prayer. But we have to make sure that we don't just see this as Jesus saying, sort of here's the magic 
words. Just say these things and that's all you need. As if that's just all we need is a rote prayer and we've said the 
correct magic words. That's not what Jesus is trying to get his disciples to understand. Rather what he's trying to show 
them is a pattern for prayer by which they understand a certain things about who god is and who they are in him. 

And that then leads to the pattern of their prayer. Not to say, well, all you have to do is remember these words and 
don't pray anything else. And you just say this magic incantation and then out comes whatever you ask for. That's not 
what Jesus is trying to say. So he shows them this pattern of prayer which begins the word Father, understanding that 
God is the creator and the father of us all. And that really in Him we are united as one. There's a lot of meat in our 
theological understanding is wrapped up just as that prayer begins as our Father, that we acknowledge who he is and we 
acknowledge who we are in him and we acknowledge one another in him as well. And he goes on to say, hallowed be 
your name. Holy is your name. He acknowledges right from the beginning our prayers must acknowledge who God is 
and His glory and His majesty and His honor. All of those things that should be attributed to God. We have to begin our 
prayer where, and that's important because he didn't say, just begin with, just say these are all the 25 things I need 
today, right? That's not how he says to begin our prayer, but often if we look at our prayer, our own prayer life, what do 
we find? We jumped right to the list of here's the wish list for today and we forget that we need to begin with these 
other things. We need to begin with acknowledging who God is and who we are in relationship to him. Then Jesus says, 
we're to pray for God's kingdom to come. And in fact, as Jesus is saying this, what they're not even understanding yet is 
that His kingdom has already broken into the world, in the person of Jesus Christ for the beginning of the transformation 
and the renewal and the ushering in of the new creation that happens in and through Jesus. 

That process has started of the Kingdom of God coming. It's here right now, but not yet fully what it will be. That's the 
tension in what we live in now and we need to be praying daily for the fulfillment of God's kingdom that it would be 
made, present and real here and now as we wait for the fullness of God's kingdom. When Jesus returns again, then we 
pray. Now we're starting to move into, well, what do we need? Give us each day our daily bread that principal right 
there is saying, number one, God is the provider who will give us what we need and because of our relationship, Jesus 
isn't saying, he didn't say, well, give us this week's bread and we'll see you next sabbath when we pray again next week. 
But this pattern of prayer necessitates that we're in this conversation daily and then God will provide what's needed for 
today. And then we begin a new day with him tomorrow and say, what am I going to need today? 

And giving us those things that we need to get through the day not every whim and want that we may so desire. Then 
there's a prayer for our sins to be forgiven. Forgive us our sins with a statement that says, for we also forgive those 
people who we really like, who have groveled at our feet for a long time and they've proven their worthiness, who sin 
against us, which is not what the scripture says. But the way we like to do it, we'll forgive so-and-so after we make them 
hold them at arms length for awhile so that they understand just how mad I am and they sort of grovel their way back 
in. And then finally we relent and forgive them just like good Christians should. But that's not what the scripture says. 
We forgive everyone who sins against us. 

And if we say that prayer and we think, Ooh, I've got some people I haven't forgiven. Well then as we're praying this, we 
need to forgive those who have sinned against us. Now that doesn't mean everything they've done against us is 



appropriate. And it doesn't mean that we approve and it doesn't mean and our emotions may feel that we want to 
forgive them, but in the core of who we are, we have to be willing to say, God, you forgiven me. I don't feel it right now, 
but I am going to declare that I have forgiven them to the best of my ability. And can you lead me further along in this 
journey? That's where we have to be. We don't have to feel it. We don't have to want it. We don't want to have to, you 
don't have to have dinner with them tomorrow. But we do have to let go of those grudges that we so easily hang onto 
and those wounds that happen to us that we catalog and then use as weapons against people for eternity. And we have 
to let those go and we have to because God's forgiven us. And so therefore we must go and do likewise. That's part of 
the pattern of our daily prayer where we can look back each day and say, all right, where am I in this forgiveness path? 
And where do I still have to go? 

Then we ask that God leads us not into temptation, not that God sort of dangling the temptation before us, but we're 
asking for the power of the Holy Spirit and God's strength to keep us on the right path. Its what we're asking for. That we 
may not be distracted and go off path by all the things of the world, that tempt us. May God keep us steadfast on the 
path following him. That's the encapsulation of the prayer pattern that Jesus says we need every day. And so yes, we can 
use these words, but if we use these words without understanding what he means behind it, we're missing a, the 
fullness of what he's trying to teach us. When we understand the pattern, we can use similar words and understand 
each day what God is trying to get at. Then he gives this example of the one who has a friend who wants to get bread. 

And finally after he says, don't bother me. You know, it's really inconvenient to get up and give you bread right now just 
be hungry until it's convenient for me. It's really what the guy is saying. And finally Jesus says, well, it's not because the 
guy is his friend, but sort of like you've worn him down by the persistence of this friend, you'll finally get up. So I say to 
you, ask, and it will be given to you. Seek and you will find, knock and the door will be open to you. Now when you hear 
that, that doesn't mean that God sort of like holding out and if you just pester him enough that he is finally going to give 
in just to shut you up. Like when the kids ask for the same thing 185 times and you finally just relent because you can't 
be asked one more time if you can have cookies now or whatever it is, right? That's not what Jesus is trying to say. He's 
trying to show that that's the way human beings might operate. But he's moving into say, God desires to give you things 
and he wants to provide for your needs. And so he says, ask, and it will be given to you. Seek and you will find, knock and 
the door will be open to you. For everyone who asks, receives, he who seeks, finds and to him who knocks, the door will 
be opened. 

Now we need to pause for a minute because that sort of may sound to us that that means, well clearly it says right here 
in the Bible, all I have to do is ask and it will be given to me. So my new Mercedes and mansion are in the mail, the deeds 
in the mail because I asked for it. Well that's not what Jesus is getting at.and so we can't just pluck this verse out, which 
is easy to do. And I'm sure you've seen this on posters and all sorts of things where this just gets plucked out and then it 
sort of sounds like God is the cosmic vending machine by which we ask for anything. And if he doesn't ask today, you 
just keep pestering Him. But it does call us to be persevering in prayer that the first time, you know what if this guy who 
needed the bread said, I need the bread, the guy says no and he says, fine, we'll start. 

You know we do the same thing sometimes in our prayer life when we say, well, we asked once God knows what I need 
and so we stopped praying. But God wants us in the conversation that's clear throughout scripture. And yes, God knows 
what we need before we ask. But for some reason he still desires that conversation. And so he wants us to ask and we 
have to persevere in that prayer. That's what this is getting at. Not Just bug God and you will get whatever you want 
because then he says, well, if which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, give him a snake. Or if they ask for an egg 
give a scorpion. And if you don't do those things and you give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father in heaven? And notice what it says, give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him. 

And I think it's important that Jesus says that because number one, we know that God is a good father who knows what 
we need, who desires to give us those things that work to our benefit. That's who God says that he is, but what's 
important here is Jesus is saying, God will give to everyone who asks and seeks and knocks the Holy Spirit. That's what 
we should be longing for. God's presence in us that we receive at our baptism and continues to lead us and guide us 
throughout every moment of every day. That's what Jesus is saying is the good gift that the Father desires to give to us, 
not just a bigger house than the neighbor next door or a cooler car than they have so that they're jealous when I drive 



down the street. That's not what ask, seek and knock means. Jesus is telling us what it means and this is an important 
biblical study point because it shows us you can't just pick things out. 

If I plucked out, ask, seek and knock and didn't tell you anything else. That gives one impression. If we read it in the 
context of the rest of what is being said in this gospel passage with Jesus himself saying, and how much more the Father 
desires to give the holy spirit to those who ask. That changes the whole meaning because it tells us what we should be 
seeking for and asking for and knocking on the door to receive God's presence with us, the power of the Holy Spirit to 
lead us and guide us through each and every single day. That's what we should be asking for. And when we do, God will 
always come through. If your prayer is, oh, please, the mega millions, and I'm going to bug God until I get it, that's not 
biblical. That's not what God is saying to do. 

Just bug me until you win the million. No, but that we would ask for the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us to be with us 
each and every single day that's made available to us because of what Christ has done by virtue of our baptism and God 
desires to walk each and every single day with us. That's what we long for and ask for and God will always come through 
with that prayer. And so I hope that we see I mean we've all said the Lord's prayer so many times and I wonder how 
many times we rattle through it before we even think about all these meanings that are in those few sentences and 
what a statement that we're making and the power that God is proclaiming to us and what we're saying about God and 
who we are. And so I pray that each time we pray those we'll understand the principles behind them and they will trust 
that the God is faithful to provide his presence to us as long as we will seek and ask and not. 

And may we hunger and thirst for that more than anything in the world that's just passing away anyway. Because when 
the new creation is ushered in, it's not gonna matter how big your house is or what car you drive or how many zeroes 
are at the end of your bank account. That's not what's going to count. It's going to be the presence of God and living 
with him forever. So why not take advantage of what God has offered to us here and now? And may we seek and ask 
and knock daily for the Holy Spirit to fill us afresh for that flame to be fanned into a bigger fire, to consume us, to draw 
us into the presence of God, and to lead us each day on that path that he desires for us. And God will be faithful to 
answer that prayer. And then we begin again each and every single day in that same pattern. 

Let us pray. 

Father, we give you thanks and praise for the gift of your son, Jesus Christ. We thank you that we have the privilege to 
call you Father, we thank you for the gift of the Holy Spirit poured in each of us. May we continue to ask and seek and 
knock. May our lives be lived to your honor and glory. And may we be transformed day by day into your image and 
likeness. In Jesus who ask this in your precious and holy name. 

Amen. 

 


