
Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious God we give you thanks and praise for this day. We pray that your Holy Spirit would lead us as 
we enter into the study of your word. May our hearts and our minds, our souls and bodies be transformed in your 
presence this morning. May your word be spoken and your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

We're going to look this morning at this portion of Pauls letter to the Colossians 

Because it summarizes so much for us about who Jesus is and what's been done on our behalf. It's a good opportunity 
for us before we dive into the text to talk about some other principles that are helpful for us as we read the Bible in 
general. Because we have to remember that the Bible itself contains 66 books that were written by a variety of different 
authors over different times that were collected together. And the Church said these will be the texts by which we will 
use to understand what God has done. And in doing so when we approach the Bible, we have to understand what book 
are we reading and who wrote the book? Why was the book written? Because the authors didn't just sit down and then 
God said, now you will write the Bible and then word for word they were given everything that would become the Bible. 
The books had a specific purpose and often a specific audience in the time that they were written. That's important for 
us to consider as we look at the text. And this is why I would recommend everyone has some type of study Bible because 
you get this type of information at the start of all of the books. If you don't have a study Bible they just go into the next 
thing and you don't get this background always that is important for us. And I say that going into this because Paul's 
writing this letter to the church in Colossae that we remember last week, we heard that he only heard about from a 
Patrise. This is a community that Paul didn't start this church himself. So he's heard from a Patrise for us that there's this 
church and there's an issue at the church. 

And so Paul writes a letter to the church. And so what we hear is initially Paul's teaching to this particular community 
where there's a problem. So Paul's not just randomly writing, oh, I think it would be good for them to know such and 
such. He's responding to something clearly that Patrise has told him. And that's where we pick up here. And I say that's 
important because otherwise you hear this sometimes and you say, well, why is Paul saying this? Like is he just 
randomly, well now you're going to write the next book of the Bible and you have to teach them this thing. Well, that's 
not how it first came about. He is responding to this particular community. And I'm going to read for you a footnote that 
I have here in my study Bible because I think it says so much for us. 

In summary of all these words that we just heard Paul say and he said a lot in these few verses that we've had read and 
covered a variety of topics that may or may not have jumped out at us, so here we go. In the Colossian church there 
were several misconceptions about Christ that Paul directly refuted. Number one, believing that matter is evil. False 
teachers argued that God would not have come to earth as a true human being in bodily form. Paul stated that Christ is 
the image, the exact likeness of God and is himself God, and yet he died on the cross as a human being. Number two, 
they believe that God did not create the world because he would not have created evil. Paul proclaimed that Jesus Christ 
who was also God in the flesh is the creator of both heaven and earth. Number three, they said that Christ was not the 
unique son of God, but rather one of many intermediaries between God and people. Paul explained that Christ existed 
before anything else and is the first born of those resurrected. Number four, they refuse to see Christ as the source of 
salvation, insisting that people could find that only through special and secret knowledge. In contrast, Paul openly 
proclaimed the way of salvation to be through Christ alone. Paul continued to bring the argument back to Christ. When 
we share the Gospel, we too must keep the focus on Christ. 

Now when I read those four bullet points, I said, boy, that really summarizes Paul  as he uses sentence after sentence 
after sentence sometimes and we can say, well, what? What's the point of this? And he's going from one thing to the 
other, but they weren't random. That's what we need to see. There were important things that he's trying to get us to 
understand. Again, bringing it all back to Christ and as we look at what Paul is trying to make sure that we understand, 
which are really central tenants to the Christian faith of understanding who Jesus is and what's been done for us and 
how we enter into God's presence. And there are all these misconceptions as there are today and what stuck out in the 



verses that Paul wrote that I think really is our focus is that once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 
minds because of your evil behavior, that's the reality of where everyone finds themselves apart from Jesus Christ. 

This is where the Gospel message gets fairly simple in its explanation that this is everyone's reality. Paul didn't say, and 
some of you did a couple of bad things once in awhile, but you were pretty much good people, right? Like we like to 
think of ourselves. He said, this is the state we all find ourselves in. This is where you were, but he says, now he has 
reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight without blemish and free from 
accusation. That's the reality then of what Christ has done. That's the way that we get out of this mess and move to 
where God wants us to be. It happens through Christ. Paul didn't say to the church and then I heard that you just got 
your life together and I'm glad to hear that by your own strength, you're all just doing better now God will be very 
happy. 

That's not what he says. He says, all this mess you are in, the only way out is through Jesus and because of what he's 
done in the flesh because of who he is. And that's why Paul spent that other time talking about who Jesus is. Because if 
Jesus was not the other things that were talked about earlier than his death and resurrection don't matter if he's just 
one of many or if he's just a good teacher who said a lot of nice things, but he wasn't really the son of God. But Paul 
saying all these things that I've said earlier, you need to know about Jesus because that's who he is and therefore what 
he has done produces this result in your life. When you say yes. And it's through Jesus, we're told that we are presented 
before the father holy in his sight without blemish and free from accusation. 

Now, I'm sure if before we got to these verses, if I just started the service by saying, please raise your hand if you would 
declare yourself holy in the sight of God without blemish and free from accusation. What do we all say? We all say, well, 
well not me, but then when we say that, why do we say that? Because when we hear that question, where do we look 
first? We look at ourselves and Paul saying, you've got to look to Jesus first and even in the midst of what God has done. 
Yes, we're still in this process of transformation. That goes on for a lifetime. That's called sanctification. Paul talks about 
that and it takes a long, long time forever as we're transformed in God's presence, but we have to remember that all we 
have to do on our worst day is recognize that we've turned from God, turn back to him, repent and begin again. That's 
the new life that's been won for us in Christ. And as God sees us, he sees us holy in his sight without blemish and free 
from accusation. That's what Paul's saying, because of what Jesus has done for us. That's the view that God has for us. 
Now, that's hard for us to understand because we think still that God's the angry guy in the sky with his lists and he's 
checking it twice and he did see you that time that nobody else did. That's our image of God and if that's what we think 
of the Father, then we think, oh, no matter what we do, we're just in trouble. There's no hope, but we have to 
remember that has God looks at us now he sees us through what Jesus has done because we've been baptized into the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. 

We ought to give thanks every day to God for that, but that's how he sees us. That's the reality of who we are already. 
Even though we're still on this process of sanctification where we fall and we get up again. Our failure and getting up 
again, that process of sanctification, doesn't take away the reality of what Jesus has done that is accomplished. That 
ought to give us hope each and every single day as well. And then Paul goes on to say that we're free from accusation 
without blemish, holy in his sight, If you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out 
in the Gospel or the hope that is the Gospel, and as we hear this, I want to make sure that we don't hear this to mean 
that Paul saying, if you do your part, God will uphold his end of the bargain as if God has negotiated with us like that 
because we're always going to fail. 

When Paul says, well, if you continue in your faith, what he's talking about is this is the reality of what is yours if you just 
hold on to the Gospel and the message of the Gospel is we're sinners who can save ourselves and Jesus came and gave 
himself to restore our relationship with the Father so that we could have eternal life and dwell with him in the new 
creation when Christ returns again. That's the message of the Gospel. And so if we hold firm to that, what we're really 
holding firm to is the reality that it's not so much about us, we can't do it. Now, that doesn't mean we don't have a part. 
Don't hear me wrong, and there is a process of sanctification, but that's a process of failing and beginning again and 
continual transformation. The good news of the Gospel is we cannot restore ourselves. 



We cannot present ourselves blameless, but Jesus has done what we cannot do and we have to believe the message of 
the Gospel. When Jesus says it's finished and it's accomplished that he means it. He didn't say it's finished don't screw it 
up because if you don't do such and such, then what I've done is canceled out. I mean we, we do have our part.  Don't 
get me wrong.  But we put so much on us as if we've got to do it. And God's done it. That's the good news. That's why 
the Gospel is good news. If it was just we do it, they had the law before Christ came. We could've just had fine 
everybody. Keep doing it on your own. The reality of the Gospel is you can't. We ought to be happy about that. Phew, 
off the hook. I can't do it myself. 

Jesus has done it for me and because of that, I hold firm to the fact that nowhere else can I find this. It's only going to 
come through Jesus. It's only through him that I have this life. It's only through him that my sins are forgiven and thanks 
be to God that's been done. And God sees me holy, blameless and free from accusation right now and that's how he 
sees you whether you feel that way or not, that's the reality of the truth. And may we hold firm to the Gospel that we 
don't do it ourselves, that God's done it on our behalf and we give thanks to him every day for what he's done. And may 
we go and share that message with the world. That God's waiting for them to restore them, to reconcile them. That's 
what he's all about and we've received and may we go forth and bring others to receive as well. And may we not look to 
ourselves and focus on ourselves. But focus on Christ, the one who has done everything on our behalf and has 
accomplished everything which we can never do. 

Let us pray. 

Father let me give you thanks for your son, Jesus Christ, for the sacrifice that he's made on our behalf to reconcile us to 
you, to prepare a place for us for eternal life in the new creation. We pray that your Holy Spirit would lead us and guide 
us, that we might not stray from the truth of your Gospel, that we might fix our hearts and our eyes and our minds upon 
you Lord, trusting that you have accomplished this work for us. May we not seek to save ourselves, but give thanks to 
you, Father, for the salvation that exists only through Jesus Christ and may we go forth into the world proclaiming that 
Gospel with boldness and love and mercy and grace. In Jesus. We ask this in your precious and holy name. Amen. 

 


