
Let us pray 

Most loving and gracious father we give you thanks and praise for this day. We pray that your Holy Spirit 
would open our hearts and our minds this morning to hear your voice. May your word be spoken and 
your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Today's Gospel passage is perhaps one that we have heard many times. And as we hear it once again, I 
think we'll find that if you came here, perhaps expecting to leave as comfortably as you came in. This is 
not the right Gospel Passage Day to pick, to come because it really challenges us all in our thought and 
our action. And we hear initially in the encounter this lawyer stands up to test Jesus and asks what 
should be an appropriate question that we all would ask? Well what must I do to inherit eternal life? 
And Jesus says, well, what does the law tell you when the lawyer answers correctly? Quoting 
Deuteronomy and Leviticus and says, love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, and soul and love 
your neighbor as yourself. And Jesus even says, well, you have answered correctly. And if he'd only 
stopped there, he might've left with things being easier for him. All right, great. I got the right answer 
end of story, but no, he's got to go on. And he goes on for an important reason and one that we're not 
going to like to ask about ourselves because he says, we're told he wanted to justify himself and he asks, 
well, who is my neighbor? 

And the part of ourselves that we're not going to like to talk about this morning is that we like to ask 
that same question, with the same motive to justify ourselves in whatever thought process or behavior 
we have to have us over here and have them over there. And we all do this and none of us like to admit 
i., And we all want to justify ourselves and we say, well, but, and then we have all these reasons that we 
fill in behind what we've done, why we have come to the right understanding to make ourselves feel 
better, and to convince everybody else that I've made a right choice and a right action. That's what it 
means as we justify ourselves. And I think we've all done that, and we want to be right in our thought 
and our action, which is what the lawyers trying to do as he says, well, who's my neighbor? And behind 
that is probably thinking, surely, you mean those people I like at my own synagogue, but not those crazy 
people at the synagogue down the road where we know them, not them, right? He's already got in his 
head, somebody who's not the neighbor. Just by asking that, well, who's my neighbor? And we have to 
think to ourselves, well, why do we even have to ask that? Because what he's really saying is who's not 
in? Who Do I get to exclude from whatever you're telling me, Jesus. 

You know, and if that's our motivation, we got to ask ourselves, well, where's that coming from? Then 
Jesus is saying, here's the way to eternal life. These are the things you must do. And he's immediately 
thinking, well, surely there's some people on the list where this doesn't count, right? Surely I don't have 
to do this for that person. He's immediately right there. He's been given the right answer, the keys to 
eternal life. And he thinks, well, who's off the list? There's gotta be somebody off the list, right Jesus? 

No,, it makes us chuckle I hope now when you think, well, why is he even asking this? But it really gets 
the reality of our own heart at times. And then Jesus tells this parable that we know that there's a man 
going from Jerusalem to Jericho and the historians would say, well, it's a bad road to travel. It's a 
dangerous road to travel. He falls into the hands of robbers. They stripped him, beat him, and went 
away leaving him half dead. This guy's as desperate as it gets. And then we're told, well, a priest 
happens to be going down the road and what do we see? He notices the guy and he passes by and we 
can get into all of the reasons why the priest did this action. But Jesus is not anywhere in here 
condoning the action of the priest and saying, well, you have to understand he has to do x, Y andZ and 
so blah, blah, blah. Jesus doesn't do that. We have a priest who notices and passes by then we have a 



Levite who notices and passes by and in noticing they make a judgment clearly on the person of whether 
they are worthy of stopping or not and they continue on their way. And these are two people who 
should have known and didn't know all of the law and should have noticed and acted because they 
knew all the right answers. And so the people you expect to come to the rescue pass by. 

And then we're told that we have the Samaritan who comes down and he sees the man took pity on him 
and acts. And we have to look at this, I think from both perspective of the guy who is on the road dying 
and the Samaritan who's passing by. Because what you have is you really have to understand that the 
hatred between the Jews and the Samaritans was probably as strong as it gets. The Samaritans didn't 
have the right race because they intermarried with other groups. They didn't worship right because they 
only acknowledged the first five books of the Bible and they didn't take the prophets and they didn't 
worship in Jerusalem. So they've got the wrong religion and the wrong race. And that's the person they 
hate the most. They don't have anything to do with each other as In either case, if you're the dying guy 
or you're the person hearing the story of the Samaritan passing by, this is the least likely person to do 
anything to act or intervene. And if you're the dying guy, you think, well, the two people who have 
supposed to stop and help you, they just walk by. At that point, you got to think, well, there's no hope. 
You know, here I am dying and the last person who's gonna come by as a Samaritan and it's going to be 
worse than the other two passing by. That's what you think as the dying guy. And even as a Samaritan, 
the hero of the story's got to think, well, surely he's going to walk by. There's nothing good about a 
Samaritan. Nothing good is going to come of this. 

But Jesus tells the story that the Samaritan stops and he doesn't just stop and say, well, here I have this 
bandaid. It's the best I can do and go on his way. Right. I think we're told all of these details as well as 
what the Samaritan does because he went above and beyond what could be asked of him. He takes care 
of the wounds, he puts them on the animal, he takes him to the inn. He pays for the time. He says, and 
I'm going to come back and however much more money you spend to get this guy back to health, I'm 
going to pay you that too. And this is the guy who's not supposed to do those kinds of things. The Evil 
Samaritan. And then Jesus has the lawyer trapped now he just says, well, which of these do you think 
was a neighbor? 

And the lawyer, notice he doesn't even say he can't even say the Samaritan. None of the translations of 
the Bible have the lawyer say, oh, the Samaritan was the neighbor. He says, well, the one who had 
mercy. That's the best he could do to even naming the Samaritan. So you see how much they don't get 
along. And then Jesus says, go and do likewise. Yeah. This is where we all get nervous because what 
Jesus is illustrating is as he's coming to preach, what the Jews are hearing is that Jesus himself has come 
to do more than they're even expecting. To expand the Kingdom of God to those who the law says 
should not be included. The gentiles in the whole rest of the world. Where salvation comes from the 
Jews, but Jesus is expanding these number of people who would be saved. That his sacrifice will be for 
all. And so in many ways the parable of Jesus can be seen as the Good Samaritan who comes to save us 
from our sin and death lying on the side of the road. The one who they least expected to be the savior 
was not this Jesus. But then he calls us to go and do likewise and when we hear this, what he's not just 
saying is go and do is just do a whole bunch of good deeds and that's fine. That's what it means. No, 
Jesus is not just saying go do good deeds and then the Kingdom of Heaven will be yours. What he's 
saying really is I've done those things that we heard and the epistle reading where Paul says he's 
rescued us from this bondage to sin and death and our citizenship has changed. And then in response to 
that, because God has opened up the doors to the kingdom to all who would receive it, then we're 
called to go and to do likewise and to care for our neighbor. And if you weren't challenged enough, what 
he's really saying is find that person in your mind who you hate the most, who you would talk about to 



the most people who you wouldn't be caught dead in their presence, who you don't even want to talk 
to. That's the one that Jesus says go and do likewise. And you're to go to the extreme. 

You know, he didn't just pass by in secret and by going even bringing this guy to the Inn and now 
somebody is going to say, I saw that Samaritan and the Jew together. You know, but the the sad part 
about today, and I hope we're challenged by this is we are great coming up with who can be the other. 
We are master dividers. I mean look at our communities today. We have so polarized, everything. 
Politics, you're going to be on this side and be the Republican or you're on that side and the Democrat. 
Don't even look at each other. Don't talk to each other. Don't be seen with each other. There's divisions 
in workplaces where there's the other in families where there's the other, thankfully we don't do that in 
churches. 

We do the same thing in the church where there's the other, there's the conservative, the progressive, 
you're not this enough. You're not that enough. And how many divisions can we wall off ourselves from 
each other? We've got that down to a science. When in doubt we'll make another division just put up 
another wall and get in a little huddle and say, these people are my neighbor. We all think alike. We eat 
the same food, we go to the same restaurant, everything is the same. That's what we like. But that is 
blown out of the water by this. And we think now it's so polarized that even in politics, the two sides 
can't even be seen doing anything together because you would say, oh, they're suspect now, how can 
they even talk to that person? You know? And in this scenario we'd think, well, we stopped on the side 
of the road. What if somebody takes my picture next to this person and puts out on Facebook and 
somebody going to see it and they're going to say, oh, look at those two people together. How can they 
be with that one or that one or that one? And we get so worried about what are people gonna think if I 
associate with this person or that person. 

As I said, this is not a comfortable gospel because Jesus is going to say, we have to let all that stuff go, 
we're to care for one another and notice the Samaritan does not stop to the Jew and say, well, I'm going 
to help you though before I do. Let's be clear on the things that we disagree about and I know that you 
say this in worship and I say that and you don't. They didn't have a discourse about all the things that 
divided them and sorta came up with a truth by which they say, so I'm going to help you now, but that 
doesn't mean x, Y, or z. 

You know, we'd have to have a whole committee who meets to draft up a charter that says, well, I'm 
going to support. I'm going to help you, but that doesn't mean I like you. That doesn't mean this. That 
doesn't mean that, and I'm going to do this because Jesus tells me to, but I still hate you just as much. 
That's what we'd like to say. Well, it doesn't get to be that way. That's not the kingdom that Jesus came 
to set up and he came to expand and to get all who would listen to say yes to him and come in. And then 
it seems almost from the beginning, people have tried to figure out, well, I get that all who call upon the 
name of the Lord will be saved, but surely you don't mean them Jesus. We've been saying that right 
from the beginning. 

You see people argue with Jesus and say, well, not them, right? First it was the Jews will can be the 
Gentiles, you know, then the early church same argument. Well, clearly if they're going to, they're going 
to have to be Jewish first, right? They gotta be circumcised, they gotta keep all the law, right, not them. 
It's got to be, it's going to be with us. And over and over throughout history, we see the same thing. And 
the good news of this passage is that Jesus has come for you and me, and he's made enough room in the 
Kingdom of God for you and for me. And so who are we to try to put up more barriers between us and 
our neighbor? And if we're the one laying dead on the side of the road, how would you feel if your worst 



enemy came to bring you to the, some of us would hate our enemies so much that we'd say, I'll just die 
here. 

Just leave me. Don't help me because I don't even want to see you. So keep on going. Just leave me for 
dead. And maybe another person will come. Anybody but you. You know, we gotta work through that. 
We've got ask God to change that. That's not what God desires. He came, he loves us and he wants us to 
do the same. That's what it says. That's what Jesus could've said a whole bunch of things. He could have 
said, well you're right Jews. You know those evil Samaritans. But that's not the story he told. And I think 
this is challenging for us to hear because we've all got somebody on that list and we're comfortable in 
our divisions. And I think what we need to ask God for is that those divisions may come down, that we 
may be reconciled in him, that we may be united in him, and that when we're faced with this same 
situation, that we're willing to respond to the one in need no matter what somebody might say or who 
might talk behind your back when they catch you with that one who you're not supposed to be with. 

That's the challenge of today, but Jesus got accused of that throughout all of the Gospels. Look at him 
over there with that one, that sinner over there who he's talking to over and over again. That was the 
charge against Jesus. Doesn't he know about them? 

If that's what he got, why don't we have the same, you know, what would the church look like if we 
were known for the breakdown of those divisions and our willingness to be with the one who nobody 
else will be with? That looks a lot different, doesn't it? Then we wouldn't get all these accusations 
against the church that come at us today. But that's what we're called to. That's the Kingdom of God 
being made present as those who would come to him would be received. And Jesus doesn't say, well, 
you're not the right one, or I don't want to talk to you. Come to me all and in Him we are United and I 
pray that we would grasp that. May itt be so here and now. May we here in this church be known for 
that without qualification, without having to say, oh well what we really mean is. No, you don't need to 
say any of that. 

Let people say, oh, look at the ones that they hang out with. Great that should be a trophy for us to be 
accused of being with the wrong people. Let them come into our midst and let us go into theirs because 
that's what Jesus has done for us. We're not in his presence because we're so wonderful. We're sinners 
whom he has saved and redeemed and he's invited us to the table, not because we're super awesome 
and holy, but because he is and he's extended his hand and we've received it and we're called now 
whether you like it or not to go and do likewise. He doesn't say if you'd like to go and do likewise. I 
suppose it it's in reference to the question. Well, if you want to inherit eternal life, if you want to be in 
the Kingdom of God, this is what it looks like is what Jesus is saying. 

This is what it means to be in the kingdom. It doesn't matter how much knowledge you have, if you're 
just going to pass by on the road, the priest and the Levites knew everything down to the last letter, 
they probably had it all memorized and could tell yo. But if you've got no action behind the all the 
information in our head, the information is of nothing. Jesus doesn't mean well don't know anything. 
Don't throw out the information, but the information must move us to action. We're to be a people of 
action for one another and with one another through Christ. That's the church. That's the Kingdom of 
God being made present and may we be willing to be that vulnerable. May the Holy Spirit strip us away 
of all of those things that cause divisions around us. May those walls be broken down completely and 
may we serve one another? Maybe we be willing to be caught with the wrong one. Whoever that is in 
your head, may that never be a thought of ours and may the Kingdom of God continue to grow and 
expand. That all might come to hear of Jesus, that they recognize that in him we are one in him, we 



nited and in him all of those barriers cease. So why do we spend so much time and effort trying to build 
the walls higher? 

Let us pray 

Lord Jesus you know the desires of each of our hearts to love and serve you faithfully. And we pray that 
your Holy Spirit would show us powerfully what the reality of this parable means in each of our lives and 
in our community together as a church. May we live daily to break down those barriers that exist day by 
day. Maybe we'd be willing to reach out to whoever is in need without thought, and maybe we go 
beyond the expectation of what it means to, to assist and, and Lord may we do so trusting that that's 
what you've done for us, that you came with open arms, that the whole world might receive, that they 
might come into your presence. May we be bearers of that good news and may the example of our lives 
and the actions of our lives. Preach Your Gospel to the world. Jesus, we ask this in your precious and 
holy name. Amen. 

 


