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Please be seated. Well, good morning everyone. On this beautiful sunshiny Mohawk valley morning, isn't it great? Well, 
really we could use some of the rain. I you know, it really is not that bad. The problem is getting between the raindrops. 
That's the problem. But anyway, just to enjoy this day because though it may be raining outside, the sun shines here and 
our worship of God today asking almight God to watch over us and to bless us. You know, driving here is about 50 some 
odd miles from to here to where I'm from. And sunshine rain deluge, sunshine, rain deluge, it's a whole kind of a thing. 
In a sense is mirroring the readings that we had this morning. You know, the first reading is the calling of Elisha an, he 
said I'll, I'll follow you but first I gotta, and which was mirrored in the gospel that you just heard the deacon read this 
morning. 

And but more than anything else, it's God's call through the Prophet Elijah, Elijah, Elisha. Believe it or not, they are 
spelled the same in the Hebrew, but we try to, when we write it in English, everybody's scratching their heads. Uh, one is 
Elijah and the other one is Elisha but that's only to differentiate the names that they're two different people. And so he 
became Elisha became the follower, the one who took the mantle in a sense, that's where we get the expression 
because Elijah took his cloak and threw it down at his friend who would become his follower, Elisha. And he picked it up. 
So in a sense, he picked up the mantle. That's where we get the English expression for that. So then he came and 
followed and tried to follow in the steps of his teacher, just like the disciples we're trying to do in the Gospel today, just 
like we are doing here today, trying to follow in the footsteps of the master. 

When we look at the Gospel, funny thing, it says they went through the land of Samarria. Now the Samaritans were Jews 
that had married into non-Jewish family members or members of the culture, the Pagans and the Jews in Jerusalem 
were not happy about that. They called them half breeds and all other kinds of strange things. But it was interesting 
because they were gone in a town called Bethel, two Hebrew words, Beth, which means house and l, which means God. 
So they worshiped God in God's house. And to this day they still have sacrifices just like the temple in Jerusalem. But 
they said we worship the true God in Bethel and we don't like the Jews that worshiped their God in Jerusalem. And so 
there was a fight right down the middle, which is what happened if you want to scratch your heads again, which is the 
strange thing the disciples said when they were basically not accepted in the Samaritan village because they said that 
their face was toward Jerusalem. In other words, they went there to worship God and Bethel. They were real Jews that 
were going to go to Jerusalem and the heck with them. So they throw them out of their village. And one of the disciples 
say, you'll want us to Brahman. 

I want you to think of the fact that these are the first cardinals of the church, without all the red stuff. They're the ones 
that led the church and you know, followers of Jesus standing there as the pillars of the beginning of the church. And 
they said, let us give them some hellfire and brimstone. So you could see right from the very beginning, things were'nt 
hunky Dory, even in the early church, as we're trying to get used to the and make that transition from being good Jews 
and following the Torah, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, and then having the synagogue doors 
slammed in their faces because what they followed Jesus as the Messiah and because they follow Jesus as the Messiah, 
they really weren't allowed or wanted in the temple of the synagogues. So therefore the church started worshiping, not 
on Saturday, the Chavez, the Saturday Sabbath Day, but they started worshiping inthe Christian synagogue that we call 
the church named after you and me, by the way. 

And they started worshiping on the day of the Lord. It's interesting in Italian and Spanish, et Cetera. the word for 
Saturday is Sab,a Sabbath, but the, the word for the Sunday is Dominica. The day of in the Latin word, dominoes, 
meaning Lord, it's today the Lord in which we celebrate the new covenant in which Jesus rose from the dead. So then 
comes along, not the first reading, the second reading, but Paul, and I love Paul. He is a pharisee par excellence. He's a 
teacher and everything. And what was he good at besides making you sometimes feel about this big, he was good at 
writing lists. And Anyway, the lists that he did were in this reading from Galatians, nyou'll, you'll look at that and you 
hear the old testament coming through. 

Thou shalt not, thou shalt not, thou shalt not, I'll have black and blue hands by the time I get through with this sermon. 
But I just want you to understand that he was channeling his teaching, that he was taught as a Pharisee, as a rabbi 
himself, a teacher. And so he, he made, he made lists and we see that in the readings for today. He says, our humanness, 



the works of the flesh sounds dirty, but in reality what it means is what we do as everyday human beings that are 
necessarily the best things that we should be doing. 

It's our humanness that gets in the way of what God wants of us to our potential. He says, you know, and and II'm 
paraphrasing these, his selfishness, arrogance. hate, we worship other things than God, anger, greed, gimme, gimme. All 
you've gotta do is see a little kid and they're like this, give me, give me mommy. Gimme gimme mommy. The problem is 
when we grow up, we become more sophisticated than gimme, gimme Mommy, okay? We do it with our spouses. We 
do it with our high school kids, we do it with our workers, we do it with each other. 

Ponzi scams, people are in jail all over the place because they took your savings away and your retirement because of 
greed. And yet to counteract that, what Paul is trying to say is, you know, if we but stop, look, listen to the scriptures, to 
one another, to the church, to our teachers, that we can learn what it is that God wants from each and every one of us. 
God wants and God wants to give us through the Holy Spirit wants to give us gifts to be able to deal with all of the other 
stuff. Gifts that give us, you know one of the greatest gifts is faith. To believe and to have that belief just run through 
every vein in our body to give us that ability to know and to recognize God's love and to be a better person, a better 
Christian, better human being in a world out there that you don't want to turn the news on to see what's going on this 
week, this day. You don't want to listen to the radio because the terrible things you hear, you turn on the TV, six o'clock 
news, six 30 news and you shake your heads because down the street somebody was shot. 

And so Paul making lists to have us think about what we do. You know, one of the greatest gifts that he tries was the 
teaching in First Corinthians chapter 13 verse 1- 13 as a matter of fact. Love is patient. Love is kind. Love doesn't keep 
record of wrongs, honey is there any, what's a matter? Door slams,, nothing and that's just the husband. Well, you 
understand why did he make these lists? Because first of all, that was his training sort of seminary shool and so he put 
them down. Now do we attain to everything on the list? No. He got that list and made it and said, here it is and I want 
you to reach. 

I want you to aim. I want you to grasp because as human beings all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, and 
because of that, what happens when you fall down? The spirit is willing, the flesh is weak. That's where all this comes 
from. And that's why Saint Paul is asking us to try, to try in this world of ours that makes things so glittery. And ever sit in 
a restaurant and see people sitting across from one another instead of holding hands and staring lovingly in each other's 
eyes. They're texting. Everything is just in the way. The world is in the way, hate is in the way. Frustration is in the way. 
Anger is in the way. Everyone notice how so many people in this world of ours are just so darn angry at everything? 

When in doubt sue somebody when in doubt, yell, scream, rant, rave, throw a fit because the squeaky wheel gets the 
grease. Think about that one. So here we have Elisha being called by his teacher, Jesus, trying to set his own disciples on 
the right path so they don't tell use religion, faith like a weapon. Here, let us throw down fire and brimstone to try to 
teach them to love your neighbor as yourself. Remember, Jesus did not lead, did not invent those words. Those words 
were in Leviticus chapter 19 verse 18, he quoted the Leviticus, the third book in the Torah, the law. Love your neighbor 
as yourself. 

That's what he's trying to teach. And what Paul did was he took it even a step further because now was he not only 
dealing with his Jewish brothers and sisters, he was dealing with Greeks, and Romans, people from Mesopotamia, 
people from all over the world who came to hear a message of hope that they didn't see in their own countries hear in 
their own religions and saw in the simple message that Jesus is Lord. So today at this service here we come together and 
hear that message. We come together knowing what Elijah was being called to, knowing how the disciples were being 
reprimanded for their not understanding what it meant to love your neighbor as yourself. And we hear the words of 
Paul, who in holding up those things for us to reach is holding us up, holding up for us the words of life on how we 
should love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. And while we do that, love our neighbor as 
ourselves. That's a lifetime walk in God's presence. When we fall, God is there to pick us up. When we turn our backs on 
God, God is there to say, Hey, I'm right here. 

That's the message. That's the message of today. That's the message of why we're here in this church. That's the 
message that your priest and deacons and ministry is trying to accomplish every day and the message that Jesus Christ is 



teaching in this little part of God's vineyard called Saint Am's. That's why we are here today to roll up our sleeves and 
then take what we've learned here and enjoyed here and go out those doors and live it. It's not easy. Things get in the 
way. People get in the way. Anger gets in the way, hurt gets in the way, hate gets in the way and like what Paul does, he 
taps us on the shoulder and says, hey, it doesn't have to be that way. 

It doesn't have to be that way. And so today, again, Sunday after Pentecost, the Sunday in which the church was so filled 
with the power of the Spirit that it couldn't be contained in that upper room. It had to go forth from that upper room 
and speaking not in garbage and Gobbledygook, but in languages, plain for everyone to hear in their own tongue, 
language, understanding. So what the Church did was to build up, to fill up, to give a message of hope and a blessing. 
That's what we hopefully will try to do today and in the Ministry of this church. So may God watch over and bless you, fill 
you with God's Holy Spirit. Let God's Holy Spirit bless and hover over and fill you all with possibility and blessing in the 
name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 


