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Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious Father, we give you thanks and praise for this day. We thank you for your son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, through whom we've been given the grace and have been set free. Open our hearts that we might hear your voice 
this morning. May your word be spoken and your word, received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

In this Gospel passage, we see the encounter that Jesus has with this demon possessed man who for a long time we're 
told without knowing how long that is, has been not living in a house, but living among the tombs naked, under guard, 
chained. For this guy really as he lived among the tombs. It's almost fitting that he is there because as far as the 
community is concerned, this guy is just as good as dead. He's cast off in the cemetery alone by himself, forgotten, out 
of sight, out of mind, hopefully as far as the community was concerned, and he might as well just as well be dead as far 
as the way he was being treated. And we know the extreme of his predicament. He has this encounter with Jesus. And 
what's always striking in, in the Gospel accounts, as you see Jesus encounter people possessed or oppressed by demons. 
What happens always first in that account is the demons are afraid of Jesus because they know who he is and they know 
his power. The rest of the people gathered around in all of these encounters, don't get it yet. But right here we see the 
demons fall at the feet of Jesus. What have you have to do with us? They know they're in trouble because Jesus has the 
power to set this man free. 

And so then Jesus does just that. He sets this guy who had been tormented and chained and bared and barricaded all of 
these things he set free instantaneously by the power of Jesus who commands these demons to leave. And there's a 
section of the Gospel where we could easily get distracted. And people spend a lot of time trying to figure out, well, why 
didn't Jesus just get rid of these demons and why did they let him go into the pigs? And what happens after the pigs 
drowned, where did the demons go after that. And we can all sorts of questions, which are great for Bible study as we 
understand what the scripture means. But what happened to the demons doesn't matter for us right now. What matters 
is they're not inside that guy. That's the moral of the story that we need to capture here today. The power of Jesus has 
set this guy free. And wherever else they are, who cares? They're not tormenting that guy. He has been set free and 
delivered from what has restrained him, what has held him back, what has completely consumed his being an identity 
by the power of Jesus and instantaneously. 

So after this happens, the pigs go running off and everybody who sees this happens, they come back to Jesus. They find 
the man clothed and in his right mind. And this is where every time I hear this I still chuckle at the fact that this is where 
they're at. That you can see this guy healed, clothed in his right mind, and the scripture does not say. And then the town 
was rejoicing that this guy had been set free and they threw a party and they all spent the next 10 weeks praising God. 
That's what we would hope that the scripture would say, well what do we find? They find this guy who they used to 
know, lived up in the cemetery, just our resident demon guy, that we keep chained the cemetery and they come back 
and they find him healed, clothed and in his right mind. 

And their reaction is they're afraid and they ask Jesus to leave. And you think come on, and think they would all be 
saying, come to my house next and take care of me Jesus with your power who just healed this guy and there should be 
a lineup of people saying, me, me, me, pick me for your next healing. No, they're terrified and they say, Ah, I don’t know 
about this Jesus thing you did is kind of making us a little uncomfortable and it's scary and if you just take your healing 
and power stuff somewhere else, we're just fine here on our own. Thank you very much. We'll just keep things the way 
that they were. And we hear it and I chuckle every time I hear it, but we have to ask ourselves in our own walk with the 
Lord, we as Christians can sit in the same place where we get comfortable with the way things are and we're content to 
stay there and people that we're dealing with or the people that deal with us. 

They're just content to have things the way that we know, I know this is bad and we've got this guy who's chained and 
possessed by demons, but at least we know where he is, we know who he is and we'll just keep going about our 
business. We sorta got it managed and we move into that mode as Christians, where we're sort of managing and oh 
yeah, it'd be nice if it was better, but we're managing their so don't upset us Jesus by, by doing anything. Just let us 



manage. That is not where we as Christians should be. The power of Jesus can instantaneously change and transform us 
and set us free and we're content to manage because we don't want to be uncomfortable. And that's what's happened 
here. They're afraid because they can't manage the power of Jesus and they can't understand how this could be. 

So how can this guy go from being chained in the cemetery possessed by demons to sit and having a normal 
conversation right over here and because it's too much for them to understand how it could be so, they say, you know 
what this is just too uncomfortable. I'd rather not be uncomfortable. We'll take the no healing, just don't disrupt my life. 
That's what they're saying. And I think we can do that as well because when the power of Christ works in our lives, it 
disrupts things and it's not always normal and neat and tidy in the way that we would like it and the timetable that we 
would like it. When things happen dramatically like this in changing and transforming us, it makes us uncomfortable and 
it makes other people uncomfortable. But that's okay. Instead we say, I don't, I don't want this discomfort. So I just stay 
the way that I am, I know how to deal with it. And I don't want to make any of my friends or families uncomfortable so 
I'll just stay this way. 

I mean, if we look at what Jesus has to offer us, and what he desires to do for us is to change and transform and heal and 
break us free from all the things that bind us. That's what he desires to do for each of us. Now granted, it's not always as 
instantaneous as this, and there is a process, but each and every day, God desires to work. And when he does work in his 
power in our lives, that should change and transform us. So that five years from now in our walk with the Lord, people 
should look at us and say, wait, I don't remember who that person is. They don't look like they did five years ago. What's 
happened to them? But we're so afraid you know, It's gonna make people uncomfortable and that if God works in our 
life and people see that it's different. 

You know, then all of a sudden the coworkers will say, Oh, here comes the Jesus Freak. They're going to talk to us again 
about how that big thing God did in their life. You know, you just eat over there and we'll have our place over here 
where nothing has to get disturbed. Just don't bother us with this stuff that makes us uncomfortable, that we can't 
explain. And it can happen in our families just as well that when God really works in our life, and the only answer is it 
was God. That's all I can tell you. I don't know how it happened, but Jesus did this. That's gonna make people 
uncomfortable cause they can't manage it in their head. And I say, so what? They should be uncomfortable. We should 
be uncomfortable. We should be praying for God's power to work in each of our lives. So much so that every day we're 
uncomfortable because of the new thing that he's doing beyond their expectation and imagination. 

Because what we've done in our walk with the Lord, as we've said, why can sort of manage my own life. And we've 
reduced the power of Christ in our lives into sort of this manageable box by which we will dispense as much of that 
power as we want, when we want it. So that it doesn't make us uncomfortable. But that's not Jesus. That's not what he 
wants. And in fact, when God really works in our lives, who knows, things could be blown open and we don't know what 
that will look like and we don't like unknown. So we say I'll keep the known unknown is scary known at least it may be 
bad, but hey, at least I know what to expect. But Jesus doesn't want us to just keep the known. He wants us praying for 
the unknown. And what we see here is that Jesus has the power to do so. 

This is not just a story where we gathered together and we say, wasn't that nice that Jesus had some power back in the 
old days and he did something a long time ago, wasn't that great? That's not the point. The point is the same power, the 
same Jesus that was at work to set this guy free desires to work in your life and mind and is working in a world today. 
The same Jesus with the same power and if he can set this guy free who was clearly in a bad way, he can work in us. 
That's the good news of the Gospel. That's the power of Jesus to change and transform our lives, but are we ready for 
that? Are we asking for that? Are we praying for that? That we might be uncomfortable as he works in our lives, but that 
power of Christ would then cause a change in our lives? Then we like this man could be sent out to tell everyone what 
God had done because that's what the church gathers and celebrates, that Jesus is alive and his power is active and he 
desires to work in your life and mine and to break down those barriers and to set us free. That's what Galatians is about 
as well as Paul tells the church, remember you're saved by faith, that this power of Jesus has and done what the law 
couldn't. 

That you were under this list of rules and what did that get you? You know but then even again, as Christians, we live in 
that freedom of Christ saved by faith, but what do we often want? Well, that's great. I'm saved by faith. Thank you Jesus, 



that you've done all the things that I can't do. My debts paid now, where's the rule book? Tell me the 680 things that I 
just have to do today and everything will be fine. We still want to live that way. Now, that does not mean, hear me 
clearly, that Jesus came to set us free for a free for all to do whatever we want, but we no longer have to be under the 
disciplinarian of the law because what does that get you? The law served the purpose to give us what we fail at. We 
have a law or they broke the law. You can look in the mirror and say, all right, these are my shortcomings, but knowing 
the law doesn't change them. 

I mean, we all here probably still drive 31 miles an hour in the city and the speed limit is 30 and we all know the law and 
what does knowing the law do for your driving? Nothing. We still do whatever we want, just knowledge of the law. Just 
having a rule, just give us more, more Christian rules and then I'll know I'm okay. Well, no, we're supposed to have 
relationship with the one who set us free and in relationship with Jesus, we discern what is his will in the ways that we 
should walk and we don't need a 900 rule book. 

We need a relationship with Jesus that informs our heart and we know how to proceed in accordance with who God is 
revealed in scripture. That's the plan without the disciplinary. And in the power of Christ Paul tells the Galatians breaks 
down all those barriers. There is no longer Jew or Greek or slave or free or male or female that there is unity. We are 
one in Christ. All those things in society that seek to divide us are cashed out in Jesus by the power of Christ we are 
made one in him. He is the centrality. He is to focus and in saying yes to him, we are united together in one family where 
all of those dividers are cast down. If that doesn't demonstrate the power of Jesus, I don't know what does because we 
have thousands and thousands of years of history and we still have all sorts of divisions that in Jesus are cast down. 

We can't solve those and we can't fix it. They repeat, repeat, repeat different barriers in different times of history, but 
Jesus breaks all that down and sets us free and brings us together in him. And so I pray that we will understand the 
desire and power of Christ to change and transform your life and mine. Then we won't be scared about the unknown 
and the uncontrolled that might happen on the other side. We ought to be praying every day, bring it on. That even 
more unknown and more uncontrolled that I can imagine because that changes us, that transforms us and then people 
are going to get uncomfortable and yes, they're going to say, oh, here comes that guy going talk about Jesus again. We 
got to hear about this thing that happened in the soul. So what? Tell him again and again and again because they need 
to hear. Why do we surrender the power of Christ in our lives because we're afraid somebody else might be 
uncomfortable. 

Let them deal with it and let God deal with them. Let Christ work in you and then go and tell everybody. Look this is 
where I was, this is where I am. I don't know how it happened. Jesus did it all. Everybody can say that right? You don't 
have to be worried about what to say. There's what you gotta to say, there is your script, we can all say that when God 
works in our life and he wants to and it may be slow and it may be instantaneous. But we as a church ought to crying 
every day Lord Jesus may your power be demonstrated in my life and in all those gathered here and in my family and in 
my coworkers and in the world. Let us see this power to change and transform it. Bring it about. Set us free. Cut us free 
from those things that keep us from you. All of these things we should be crying out together daily and then watch God 
work. Because Christ is alive Christ is working and his power will change you. 

It's right there for our asking. Will, we ask, or is it easier to manage and be comfortable? The church has been 
comfortable for too long and we ought to start asking for that change and transformation of Christ in each of our lives 
and then look out because he will follow through and we will start to see it and it will be unknown and uncomfortable 
that thanks be to God because it's evident to us that he's doing a work that we could not do. He removes all doubt that 
is him and he can make it happen. 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise for the gift of your son Jesus Christ, through whom we have received the 
grace to be set free. We pray, Lord, that your power would move in each of our lives. May the Holy Spirit show us all of 
those things that are in need of change and transformation. The ways that we've been comfortable and complacent and 
kindle and our hearts a new fire for, for your transforming power. That daily we might cry out to you, change and 



transform us individually, change and transform our families and our workplaces and our schools and our church, and 
our city, and the nation, and the world. 

Come Lord Jesus with your power, beyond our expectations, beyond our comfort zone. For we trust that when you 
work, we can be set free? The divisions will cease a new life is possible. And when we see that Lord, with boldness may 
we go out into the world proclaiming the work that you have done, the work that only you can do, and we ask all this 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 


