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Most loving and gracious Father we give you thanks and praise for this day We thank you for the work in each of our 
lives that you're doing. We thank you for the holy words of scripture and we pray that your Holy Spirit would open our 
hearts this morning. Lord, may your word be spoken and your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Please be seated. Today on the church calendar we celebrate Trinity Sunday and you may 
not know that it's also at times been called Associate Sunday or Deacon Sunday because all of the pastors want to get 
somebody else to preach for them on the day when we have to talk about the trinity. Um, but part of why that has come 
to be, I think that pastors don't want to talk about the Trinity. Often people don't want to think about the trinity and 
we're scared to talk about it. 

We're confused to talk about it. And I believe that's because we spend so much time caught up in the how it is so. How 
can this be that there is one God in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And when we do that, the danger is from 
the beginning of the teaching of the Trinity there has been an abundant number of heresies that you can get into when 
you try to figure out the how. And if you want to be entertained, you can go home on youtube and watch the video of 
Saint Patrick and the Trinity and you'll see every heresy that's come from all time. And every time we try to talk about 
the how, we get caught up in one of those heresies, and that's because we're never going to figure it out in our limited 
intellectual understanding. It's not possible. 

And in many ways we have to ask ourselves what difference does the how make anyway, even if we got the how figured 
out, what really matters to us as Christians is the why does it matter or the so what now that there is a trinity and we 
have to take as a given that God has revealed himself to be one God, three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And 
how that happens, we'll never know and it doesn't really matter. But what does that mean for us does matter. And 
that's why this has been a foundational teaching of the Christian faith from the beginning. That this is who God says that 
he is. So for going to understand God, we have to take this package that comes as one God, three persons, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. And it makes a difference in our lives as Christians because what that means is from before time and 
forever, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit existed in relationship with one another in perfect love for one another. And so 
when creation comes about and when God brings us into his creation, it is not because God's lacking something or the 
Fathers just sitting around bored saying, Oh, I just wish I had somebody to talk to. Let's make a creation. 

But even before creation, a perfect relationship existed between the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit in perfect 
love. And then what happens is the perfection of this God in three persons creates a creation and the people whom he 
invites into that perfect relationship, that's where we were meant to dwell from the beginning in this love, in this 
perfection, in this relationship, God created us to be in relationship with him and not an inferior relationship, but in the 
fullness of this relationship that the Father had with his Son and with the Spirit. That's an awesome invitation that's 
given to us by God to enter into that place and live with him, that he desires to have relationship with us, that the love 
of God exists in the fullness of himself. And then we're invited into that love as he loves us, and we love him in return. 
And that relationship then cannot be denied. And we don't add to it. We don't take away. But we're invited into it. 

The love of God for each of us because that is who God is in that relationship. And that's where the, so what now 
becomes so vitally important for us because we then as believers enter into that reality of relationship. That's what 
Christianity is all about. Relationship. God desires to have relationship with his people. That was from the beginning of 
creation. Then there was the entrance of sin, which created separation from God and every page of scripture thereafter 
is God pouring out himself to restore that relationship. Time after time after time after time, we have to understand 
how much God wants to have a relationship with us. Because we could have a book that after the first sin he cause I, 
well that's it. We tried. These people don't want any part of that. They screwed up, done obliterate creation. There'd be 
no book after that and we wouldn't be here to read it. 

And we don't find where God says to his people while you're on two strikes, you better not screw up because this is the 
final, my final act of grace is coming and that's it. No, over and over and over and over again in scripture is God pouring 
out himself, sacrificing himself for the return of his people, to relationship with him so that they could dwell in that place 
with him forever. That's what Paul's talking about in this short portion from the Romans where he says, therefore, since 
we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 



Notice he does not say since we have worked really hard and kept a thousand laws and proven to God that we really 
loved him and strived and strived and strived, and because you've come before God with more good than bad and so 
your scale is in your favor, you've been justified. That's how sometimes we try to live as Christians, but that's not the 
Gospel. The Gospel says we're justified by faith through Christ, that he does the sacrifice. He does the heavy lifting, and 
we receive that by faith and being washed in the waters of baptism. And as we emerged from those waters, a 
transaction takes place by which all of our sin is wiped away and we stand before the Father justified through Christ and 
we then can live in that relationship forever. But we spend so much of our Christian journey trying to balance the scale 
and we think, well, if I just do enough good things, well if you think about it, how many good things do you have to do 
before you would be willing to stand before the all holy, all powerful God of the universe who created us? 

I don't know about you, but even when you think the scales might be tipped in your favor as you're approaching God, 
we'd probably say, maybe I should have one more. You know, what can we do on our own that's enough. The answer is 
we're never even close. We wouldn't even dare approach Him on our own. But through Christ we have relationship. We 
were saved for relationship, not just so we can float, float away into the sky, uh, and, and live with the angels who play 
the harps. That's not what we're created for and that's not what we're saved for. That's all about God's desire to have 
relationship with us. And it happens through Christ. We have peace with God. 

And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. And then Paul goes on to say some things we probably wish he would 
just leave out. Uh, as he says, we also rejoice in our suffering because we know that suffering produces perseverance 
and perseverance, character and character hope. Now, Paul would not say we should be overjoyed because something 
bad happened in our life and that we should be trying to find all of these sufferings and to suffer as much as possible. 
That's not what Paul is saying either. And the only way that he's speaking is that even in our sufferings, we are people of 
rejoicing. And even in the midst of our suffering, these things happen. Suffering produces perseverance and 
perseverance, character and character hope. And how does this happen? It happens because God has poured out his 
love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit whom he's given us. 

So we don't need to be overjoyed that something bad is happening in our lives. And I don't think that God is ever 
rejoicing because something bad is happening in our lives, nor do I think he is waiting with his list of bad things to sort of 
throw at us, to teach us a lesson. I think that's bad theology. What happens is we live in a broken world where bad 
things happen and thereby we suffer. But in the midst of that suffering, the Holy Spirit has been poured inside you and 
me. And so we walk through that path. We don't go alone. God is with us and thereby through the storm it produces. 
The suffering produces perseverance and perseverance, character and character hope. Why? Because God goes with 
you now because we give thanks for some bad things happening to us, but because God remains with us through 
whatever we face, why? Because he wants relationship. And do you see the depth of relationship that God desires is 
that he has poured his holy spirit into your heart to live with you and remain with you? That's how close God wants to 
be. We have this image of God all too wrong of this angry old guy in the sky who we just have to try to appease, and if 
we can keep them happy for today, do enough good things today, he'll let us live till tomorrow and we start again and 
we run on this hamster wheel of trying to keep the old die happy so he doesn't obliterate us. That is not who God 
reveals himself to be. 

We're here to worship a god who says, I love you so much, that I will sacrifice myself for you. I will. I'll pour myself for 
you and I desire to have such a with you that I will pour myself into you to remain with you, to be with you, to lead you 
and guide you. That's the relationship that God desires for us. That's how close he wants to be. So I think as Christians 
we have to stop living like we're worshiping and serving a god who is so distant and working, working, working, just to 
sort of think we can please him enough and to capture the love and the grace and the mercy and presence that's already 
been poured into you, which then leads to a transformed life of a disciple. Yes, but not to earn the Father's love and 
start living in that place. Do you understand the depths that God went through to have relationship with you and me? 
And as we start to see this, then I hope you see that that understanding of what difference the trinity makes is far more 
important than understanding the how. That we're never going to understand. Even if you could understand the how, 
what's that gets you. 

You could have some good party conversation or you might win a question on jeopardy, but what, what, what does, how 
change your life. But what difference it makes change your life forever. And as Christians, what we have to understand is 



we receive a relationship with this God who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. You don't get to pick and choose. You know, 
people will say, well, I don't know. The Father's kind of grumpy and you read the Old Testament. It's kind of like this 
angry guy, but I have this loving Jesus and so I'll take Jesus, but I don't need the other two. Well, you don't get that 
choice. God comes to us as a total package. A trinity of persons. To have a relationship with the Son means you have a 
relationship with the Father and you have a relationship with the Holy Spirit. You can't separate that. 

You can't say, well, I'll have a relationship with the Father, but I don't need Jesus because you can't get to the Father 
unless through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. And it's equally as inappropriate in sort of the charismatic renewal where the 
emphasis was on what, we'll take the Holy Spirit and that's all we need. Well, the Holy Spirit's job is to teach us what the 
Father has said and to draw us to Jesus. And so you get a relationship with the whole bunch. All three persons of the 
trinity is inseparable. It's not for us to sort of choose I'll take one or the other. Now there are times granted in our prayer 
life where there may be an emphasis on a prayer through the power of the Holy Spirit or our prayer through Christ and 
to Christ. But if you look through the prayer book and most of the colleagues, what you'll find is the church has 
intentionally structured prayer such that we call upon the Father through the work of Jesus who with the Holy Spirit live 
in reign, one God forever and ever. That's the repetition of the church's prayer because the church recognizes you can't 
separate that relationship and you can't pick just one. And why would we want to? That relationship between the 
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit is the perfection of what it means to be in relationship. It's the perfection of love. And 
throughout scripture you may see one person of the trinity perhaps at work more or emphasize more. But what you'll 
find is all three are there because it's who God is. 

And so if we remember nothing else when we leave here and somebody says to you, someday, well, what's the trinity all 
about? How can this be? I hope that all of us will be able to say, I have no idea how it is, but God says that it is, but let 
me tell you the difference it makes in my life because it is, and then we're able to share the love that God has invited us 
into. When we really start to understand that, then I think you really start to see the depths of God, the love of God, 
because he didn't need anything. Father, Son and Holy Spirit had everything they need to gather and perfection. They 
didn't need a creation. They didn't need people to try to win back to themselves. They didn't need any of that. They 
weren't deficient. They had everything in perfection, but that shows you the depth of the love of God who says, I want 
to create a people to live fully in this perfection. 

That's what he's invited us into, the perfect love that he has and he pours himself into you and to me to dwell with us 
forever. That ought to change our lives, that ought to to give us cause to rejoice each and every single day. No matter 
what we face. That's the God who we love, who we are here to worship and I pray that that is the message that we're 
able to communicate to the world because a perfect loving God gave himself for you and for me. We never take that for 
granted, but may we enter into that relationship fully to live in that perfect love with the God who sacrificed himself to 
win a place for us. 

Let us pray. Father, we give you thanks and praise again for the gift of your Son through whom our debt was paid in our 
sins forgiven and a way was made possible to come into relationship with you. We thank you for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit. That your love has been poured into our hearts, that the holy spirit dwells inside. each of us. Open our ears 
that we might hear the voice of the spirit more and more. May he teach us in your ways, Father and lead us to Jesus, 
your son. Teach us day by day to understand the depths of love that you have for us and the closeness, the intimacy of 
the relationship that you have called us to. May we be drawn to you day by day. May we share the invitation to this life 
with anyone who will listen. We ask all this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with you in the Holy Spirit live and reign, 
one God forever and ever. Amen. 

 


