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Well, good morning everyone. I'm Father Steve. I'm glad to be back here. I'm like an old shoe I guess that maybe feels 
comfortable after a while. You know, I don't know why the Diocese would have the convention on Pentecost Sunday. I 
don't understand it. But then again, what can I tell you? What can I say, you know, this is like having the convention on 
Christmas because you don't know, you know, how important this feast is today. And of course if you could go up to the 
Diocesan Convention, which someday you ought to to just visit because it's a wonderful experience because you know 
how many people are here today? You'd go there and they're hundreds and you say, Gee, I didn't know that there were 
this many Episcopalians in the whole diocese of Albany, but there are, you go there and you feel it. 

And sometimes here and in the outposts, even though this here is a big old parish you feel as if you're alone. You look at 
other churches and they have this many people or that many people and this and that and the other thing. But you 
know, if you go up there and see Pentecost celebrated, it's like unbelievable. They pull out everything, everything, and 
this day really is second only to Easter and Easter's numero uno, you know, because first of all with the coming of Easter, 
Jesus put almost a period at the end of the sentence, but then when he went to be with the Father, he said, you know, 
God is going to send you someone special. The Spirit of God. I don't know about you growing up in the church, the Holy 
Spirit was sort of, I'm not quite sure. You know who God was sorta. The guy with the long white beard and Jesus you 
went there, saw him on the cross or you look at them in some pictures. You don't know whether to call him my Lord and 
my dear, I mean he looks anemic, but understanding he was a carpenter. He worked with his hands and carpenters just 
didn't hammer nails. Those are good stonework, foundation work, build furniture. So he wasn't a wimp. 

The irony is that he died on the very thing that he worked his whole life with, with his hands wood. That's the irony of 
dying on the cross for Jesus, but it was the sending of the Holy Spirit, which if you look back in the beginning of creation 
and the book of Genesis, what did God do? In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth and the earth was 
without form and void and there was darkness and he says, let there be light. And that was four days before the sun was 
invented. That's a really good one. 

And he breathed on the land and the seas giving the Spirit to the world and the funny part is the spirit of the world 
through God was his breath. The Hebrew word for the spirit, for wind, for spirit, for breath is ruach. You hear that. That 
it's almost a symbolic of the word ruach. Well, if you look in the New Testament, the same word is translated into the 
word Pneuma, pneuma breath, wind. You know a word in English pneumonia, you see somebody on the street going 
rrrrr with a pneumatic hammer, air, that kind of thing. It's the same kind of thing and then they translated that into latin 
because of the Roman empire becoming Christian and penuma became spirituous, which then became spirit, the eight 
o'clock mass that was, that was great for them. This morning I said, the Lord be with you. 

And they said, and with your spirit, with the presence of God, with the wind of God, the breath of God, breathing over 
the people, not the building, which is named after you and me. We are the church and we're here today to celebrate the 
church, not the building. It's a beautiful building. It's a lovely building, wonderful stained glass and all that other kinds of 
stuff. But this building is here for you to gather to praise God, to celebrate together the sacraments of life. Everything 
from birth to death. To come before God to worship and to show love, worship, even the word worship is giving worth 
to God. You're worth, your life, your blessings. And then taking what you learn in here through prayer books and 
handbooks and everything else and classes and this and that, and the other, Bible studies, prayer groups, and then going 
out that door and being the best Christian you could be. 

Unfortunately, when we heard in the reading this morning about the apostles, and it wasn't just the 12 apostles, it was a 
whole group of people up in that upper room scared to death that the same thing was going to happen to them as 
happened to Jesus, their Lord. And they hid, closed the doors, close the shutters, lock the doors, and they're, they're 
praying. We hope that this doesn't happen to us and all of a sudden God says, Hey, and all of a sudden there was a 
mighty wind and tongues of fire. And the thing that changed the people call the church for ever the spirit of God, the 
wind of God, the breath of bod changed the church forever. 

And it took them from looking inward and being very selfish to realizing that the work that God has for them is not to be 
within the confines of their building, but to do the work on the streets with friends, with family, with those whom they 



love. The spirit of Pentecost, 50 days, that's what it means. 50 days after the resurrection so that God will live in the 
things you and I do. The simple things, the glass of water that you give to your neighbor, which seems so insignificant, a 
shoulder to lean on an ear to here. And by the way, this one is plugged today. So if you see me going, I'm waiting for it to 
pop. It's 50% 60% plugged. So I'm only hearing good out of this ear,, so if you want to talk to me, talk to me here. Oh No, 
the other way. 

So it's that kind of a thing. So today we celebrated a great feast. We celebrate the birth of the church. We celebrate 
them. Instead of thinking about themselves, they think about the world that Jesus is sending them into. Go Ye therefore, 
Matthew 28 19 go ye therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father Abba. You 
heard that a few minutes ago you said that, and by the way, I would have kept you reading that because you know why? 
Because that has more stuff in that lesson and then you could ever imagine about why we're here today because I will 
send you, he says, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit into the world to do what I want 
people to hear and learn about. And he said, you know, they're going to be gifts that the reading that you were starting 
was going to be showing and what are the gifts that the spirit is going to give you? Well, first of all, what's the spirit I 
look at when believe it or not, I look at the Holy Spirit as a God's presence in the form of a tool box. 

I know that sounds strange, but do you use for a tool? How many, hey, Peter had a toolbox. When you need a hammer, 
what are you going to need, you really need a hammer. If you need nails, if you need a screwdriver, and of course you 
built, you get the screwdriver, you go there and it's a Phillips and that's not going to help you. Then you go back to the 
toolbox. But what? What are they for? It's to give you the ability to construct and the tools, to need to do whatever job 
it is you need. And that's the reading that he was going to read. Gives a whole list of things that we are, you know, the 
spirit, the gifts of the Holy Spirit. You know what the best one is? Faith. Belief that Jesus is Lord and that you carry it 
through the world. 

But what does that say? That God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son to the end. That all they believe 
in him should not perish but have everlasting life. John 3:16 says it all and the spirit gives you gumption. It gives you 
strength, It gets you able to stand up and to be heard. Even if people are going like this or like this or like this, the three 
monkeys. So today it's a shame sometimes we don't realize how important it is today. You know, it's, it's rather 
interesting. The color red is meant to be the color of the Holy Spirit descending upon those people in that upper room 
that couldn't hold them because they were given so many tools to work that they had a bust out of that upper room and 
that door and people heard them. You know, one of the things I was, I was going to do today, I was going to do John 
3:16 just like I said to you, I was going to read it in Hebrew and Greek and Latin and Italian and French and forget 
German cause I can't gargle like that, but you know something and I even have a hard time in Spanish, but I'm getting 
there. But you know, and you would have sat there and go, oh, that's nice. Whatever he said, you know, but more than 
anything else, that's exactly what those people heard in that reading from, from Acts of the Apostles are first readings 
that you read. They're standing there listening to everything and all, all of a sudden the Romans are hearing it in a Latin 
and the Greeks are hearing it in Greek and the Palestinians and the Elamites and the people from Mesopotamia and the 
people from Phrygia and the people from everywhere are hearing it. And there are people standing there saying they're 
drunk. It just got out of the bar. What do they know? They're probably smoking something too. 

But think about that. And what did Peter say? It's only nine o'clock in the morning. The bars aren't even open yet. You 
think I'm funny. You'd think that that's I'm bringing these words up. Look in the Bible. Look in the readings that you just 
heard, but you read this morning. That's what was said. He said, no, this comes from God. And today we celebrate that 
in you. And you know what we're doing here today is we're learning. We're learning about what God wants of each and 
every one of us. Father Neal tries to teach it in so many different ways. You're look in that bulletin this morning. They're 
not both. The eight ends at nine 30 all the things that are available in here. Why? Just so that you could pay him and he 
gets to do a job. No. That's because he understands more than anything else. We need to be people of faith and know 
our faith, learn our faith, teach our faith, and live our faith. 

That's what he does. That's what he does because he was called to lead you and your job is not to sit here. Your job is 
not to be comfortable, even though you know these are mighty nice, nice and soft not bad in the back. You're lucky if 
you're not a Roman Catholic because they don't have cushions. They hurt without cushions. We have nice cushions, but 
they're not meant to be comfortable. What does that expression to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable? 



How do you like them apples. All right. You have to stop saying that expression because it's one of my little problems. 
Anyway. So we say today is a special day, a day of hope, spirit of God. But it's also in the church. The red color is a 
symbol of blood of the people like you and me. And there are people in this world today who are shedding blood 
because they don't take for granted why they believe in Jesus. They're executed or killed, they're belittled they're 
thrown out of their homes so that people could take their things. 

They're executed because they don't believe in the right God. So blood to ensure it's a gift to the Spirit that enables the 
church. But it also tests the mettle of people who call themselves Christians. You know, there's an old expression, if you 
were arrested today for being Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you? I want you to think about that. 
If you were brought before the judge and accused of being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you? 
I want you to think about that cause that's the essence of standing up for your faith. 

And today we say, thank you for the birth of that church that was forced out of itself. For us. Look at us. We're so small. 
We're so insignificant. We're being persecuted. People are laughing at us. People think we're drunk, and Jesus by the 
power of the Holy Spirit sent them out. What did he do? He breathed on them. Remember during the scripture he said 
he, he went aaah to the ruach, the pneuma the spirituous the spirit, the breath of God. He breathed on his disciples and 
said, receive the Holy Spirit, who sins you shall forgive. They are forgiven. Whose sins you shall keep? They'll be kept. 
Mm, that's a rough one. As a priest, I've never said, no, you're not forgiven. I've come this close because they said, I 
don't care. I said, then why did you come see me? Think about that. 

You have to understand we all are sinners and have fallen short of the glory of God, but it is the spirit of God that 
enables the church and builds it up and teaches us why we are called in Greek Ekklesia the body of Christ, the church. So 
may God bless us and strengthen us. Bless Father Neil and the work that he does and your deacons and all the people 
who know roll up their sleeves to make sure this place is authentic and loving and caring and forgiving and welcoming 
and teaching in a place of blessing and forgiveness. Because if it doesn't happen here, it's not going to happen out there. 

And so may we be blessed on this day of Pentecost, the day of renewal, a day of blessing, our day of being sent out from 
this place, not to sing the praises of Saint Anne although she was a great saint, the mother of our, of our lady, but to sing 
the praises of Jesus, the Savior of the world, that's why we're here. God so loved the world that he sent his only 
begotten son to the end, that all who believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. So come Holy Spirit and 
fill the hearts of your faithful people, and then kindle in us the fire of your love. Send forth your spirit and we shall be 
created anew. And so shall you redeem the face of the earth in the name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 


