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Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious Father we give you thanks and praise for your presence with us, for your many blessings 
bestowed upon each of us. And we ask that your Holy Spirit would open our hearts, that we might hear your voice and 
your word be spoken and your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

This morning we are going to look at this portion of the Book of Revelation, which is actually the end of the book. This is 
the last chapter and if you remember anything about the Revelation, this is given to John, the same John who wrote the 
Gospel, while, he is exiled on this island and he receives this revelation from the Lord regarding the return of Christ and 
the things that will take place as Christ returns. And as we get to this last chapter, it's almost as if this chapter sort of 
summarizes all the stuff that's come before. Because if you just tried to read it chronologically chapter by chapter, you'd 
say, well wait a minute. Some of the things that he's saying here, didn't they take place already pages back? What's 
going on? And what's going on is in this last summary that we heard is almost encapsulating all of what is to transpire in 
the, in the chapters that came before. 

And then we'll see why this is important for us because Jesus gives the reminder, behold, I am coming soon. And even as 
we hear that our chronological ears say, well, what's his definition of soon? Because it's been a long time by our 
standards. And even the early church would have thought, well, when's he coming? And they were expecting his return 
any minute as the church has every day since his departure. Sort of with expectation thinking today's going to be the 
day, the promise of the Lord, as he's coming soon. And the Book of Revelation too is written to a whole bunch of 
churches that during the time were undergoing great persecution. So the coming of the Lord would have been the 
freedom from that persecution. And it also ushers in as Revelation tells us that new creation that Jesus will bring with 
him when he returns again, and ushers in the new heaven and the new earth and all who died in Christ will be raised 
with new and imperishable body is to dwell in this new perfect creation for all eternity. 

That's the promise of Revelation. That's our ultimate destiny, which we as Christians have to keep in mind and I've said 
before and will keep saying, Jesus did not come just so we could get our cards stamped and float away to heaven and 
play harps in the sky for all eternity. That's not what scripture tells us is our destiny. When we die, we're with Christ 
whatever that looks like. And we don't know because the Bible is not clear, but our destiny is Jesus will return again and 
we will live with him in a physical creation, a new heaven and a new earth forever. That's the destiny of us who have 
said yes to Jesus. 

So he says he's coming soon and his reward is with me. And that reward is that life eternal in the presence of God in that 
new creation. He's the beginning and the end, he says, the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last. Then Jesus says, 
blessed are those who washed their robes. And this is an image that earlier in Revelation is brought over and over again 
about those who follow Jesus, washing themselves in the blood of Christ that we are cleansed by his blood, made holy 
by his blood, are able to stand before the father because we are covered by the sacrifice of Christ. And so all who have 
said yes to Jesus as we're baptized into his death and resurrection in the waters of baptism, and as our life is sanctified in 
Christ, then our robes are washed in that blood. Then we're able to enter into the presence of God as Jesus says here in 
the words of Revelation that are given to John, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the 
gates into the city. 

And there's this image of the tree that comes over and over again. And if you remember, there was a tree at another 
significant spot in the Bible creation. There's a tree in the center of creation, the tree that you're not supposed to eat 
from. And that's where trouble comes in. And so everything begins in this creation, centered around this tree. Then we 
have a tree that's coming at the end, the new city, we will have the tree of life and what some scholars have pointed out 
in middle of it all, you also have the tree on which the savior of the world is hung paying the sacrifice for all of us. So 
from the beginning of scripture, through the end, there's almost this everything hangs on, on this tree. We begin with a 
tree. There's a tree in the middle and there's a tree of life that's coming in the new creation. Very powerful image for us 
to see throughout scripture. 



Then this moves into a section where we're told, well the spirit and the bride say come and we say, well, what's that all 
about? And that's the Holy Spirit calling for the return of Jesus, the bride of Christ, which is the church universal crying 
out for the return of Christ. And then it goes on three cries in a row almost raising our expectation and, and raising the 
volume of our cry as first were told, this spirit and the bride say come and let him who hears say come. Whoever is 
thirsty, let him come. There's a constant invitation for the return of the Lord and an invitation from God. Anybody who's 
thirsty, anybody who's hungry, anybody who wants to receive the Lord, let them come. 

The cry intensifies as we say hurry it up let everybody here come and respond. The time is short. May today be the day. 
Let everyone respond that the church is crying out, the Holy Spirit cries out even before we understand that we should 
be crying out. The spirit is doing that continuously from Jesus' departure on our behalf. And then we're called to join and 
let him who hears, that's all of us say come, every single one of us. And we have to think that as followers of Jesus, are 
we crying out daily with that expectation that today might be the day and often I don't think we are. We sort of get 
complacent and we say well, it's been 2000 years and we know he's coming again, but that's nothing for me to worry 
about and whatever, and we go about, we go about our life. But what we start to see is if every day we're waking up and 
our first prayer is come, Lord Jesus, may today be the day, think about how the way that we go through that day might 
be different. 

What becomes our priorities throughout the day, weeks, months, and years if we think today might be the day that 
Jesus returns. If today's the day he returns then waiting to tomorrow for that forgiveness that you need in a relationship 
isn't going to matter if he's coming today. Squashing all your coworkers so that you can get the promotion isn't going to 
matter. Having the biggest house isn't going to matter. How many zeros are at the end of our bank accounts, not going 
to matter if today's the day. And what that does is it starts to set everything else in the right priority. Certainly in the day 
to day life, we need all of those things. We have jobs that give us money so we can buy the things we need. I mean 
nobody's saying we can ignore those, but they must be set in the right priority that they are a means by which we build 
up God's kingdom here and now and ultimately we cry come now Lord Jesus. These things don't matter and when he 
returns again, he's not going to say well, if you have the biggest house lineup over here by square footage and line up by 
your bank account in descending order. That's not what Jesus is going to see as the priority. But we spend all of our time 
and effort and energy toiling for all these things that on the day of his return instantly matter nothing. And we put off 
day after day. I mean, we've all said, well, I'll do that tomorrow. We're going to pray tomorrow. We're going to study the 
Bible tomorrow. We're going to start our diets tomorrow. We're going to go to the gym tomorrow. We're going to 
forgive our neighbor tomorrow. Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow. Well, what if today's the day and Jesus returns? Are 
we going to screen? Wait a minute. 

Just give me an hour and come back. I got to do these things. If you have that list that if Jesus came right now and your 
first thought is, give me an hour. I say, do those things today and each day we need to reflect what's on that list that I 
would say, eh, you know, I really don't want him to come back right now. Those are the things we need to address. 
Those are often the deep seated spiritual things that we're putting off that if Jesus were standing here right now, we 
would want to have set right. Then the call of the Gospel and especially Revelation is this is happening soon. Be Ready, 
be ready at every moment. And with joyful hearts, Christian should wake up in the morning and say, come Lord Jesus, 
because we know for those who have said yes to Jesus, his return ushers in a new creation, where sin and death is 
defeated forever. 

We should want that instantly longing for, crying out for, day after day, and then we toil in the interim waiting for that. 
Now certainly if we've not said yes to Jesus, we know his return also brings a final judgment and so that terrifies people 
and rightly so, but God has provided the means by which you escape. He's not saying this horrible judgments come try 
on your hardest to be ready. He's saying there will be a final judgment if you want to be set free from that my son is the 
answer say yes. And if we've said yes to that, what do we have to fear? The answer's nothing for us. That is a joyful day 
when the Lord returns and ushers in that new creation. But sometimes we have to ask ourselves, when's the last time 
you prayed? Come, Lord Jesus, may today be the day of your return. And often we set that to the back. And thankfully 
even when we're forgetting about it, the Holy Spirit is still crying out as the scripture says, come Lord Jesus and may we 
cry out come and may all receive that invitation of Jesus. If you're thirsty, come whoever wishes take the free gift of life. 



And Jesus says, he who testifies these things says, yes I am coming soon. And we might say not soon enough. You know, 
cause we're toiling in this chronological time and at just the right moment when we have no idea when it's going to be, 
Jesus is going to be returning. And may we as Christians cry out for that with longing, enjoy every single day giving 
thanks for what that will usher in. And in the interim, may we pray that that same Holy Spirit will lead us and guide us for 
the building up of God here and now that others might come to hear about Jesus and receive the forgiveness of their 
sins, may eat of the tree of life. All of this image. That's our job here and now and may the things of this earth be set in 
right priority for us. As we understand in the blink of an eye, Jesus returns and all the things that keep us up at night now 
are gone. 

And so may our hearts and our minds and our lives, be set right in that priority. I think our days go better when we say 
Jesus has got this all in his hand and when he returns, what's really going to matter? And may I not neglect the other 
things that I have to tend to here in creation now, but may they be set in the right priority. May we see to spread the 
words of the Gospel that others might hear. And with expectant and longing hearts made weak cry out each and every 
day. We're ready, Lord, come and usher in this creation. 

Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, we give you thanks and praise for your sacrifice on our behalf, for the gift of life that's available in and 
through you. And we pray that with urgency we may share the words of the Gospel. That the entire world may hear your 
invitation to come and receive, to come to life in you. And may you create in us expectant hearts that we with joy would 
cry out for your return and may our life here on earth as we await your return be lived to your honor and to your glory 
and for the building up of your church and your kingdom. Jesus, we ask this in your precious and holy name. 

Amen. 

 


