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Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious father, we give you thanks and praise for this day, for your presence in our lives and for your 
many blessings. May Your Holy Spirit lead us and guide us during this time of study, that your word may be spoken and 
your word, received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

In Our gospel passage today, Jesus is teaching us and the disciples what our response to his love and work should be. As 
he says, if anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. And what we have to understand initially is that if we enter into a 
relationship with Jesus, then part of what flows out of that is that by the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to live a life 
that is transformed into his image and likeness so that as we walk each day, as the world sees us, they may come to 
know Jesus. That's the ultimate plan and goal. And if we say that we love Jesus, then it seems we must then obey his 
teaching and what he has called us to. 

Now we have to ask ourselves, well, how do we know what we're supposed to do? Well, we read this book, which is 
where Jesus teaches us what the life of a transformed disciple looks like. Now, that doesn't mean the scripture is just a 
list of to do items where you can look up in the index, every situation you'll face in life and find the exact page that tells 
you yes or no, do this or don't do that. It's not that simple. Everything that we need is contained in this book, but in 
order to to grow in that understanding, it takes time. It takes prayer. It takes study with others. It takes the Holy Spirit 
and over time, then we have to apply the test when we face situations and life. Well, how does, as we talked about last 
week, how does that thought or action, that I'm about to take. 

How does that line up with who I know God to be as revealed in scripture and how does that line up with how I believe 
that God has revealed his children should follow him and behave. That's sort of the test. Now that's a little bit harder 
because it requires some more work and some more time. And it's not as simple as saying, I've been offered a new job 
do I take it? Well, I look up yes or no, or I want to do such and such, and then you just get a yes or no answer. That's not 
how this works. And so in order to understand how we're to proceed, we have to be constantly in the presence of God 
and constantly opening this book. And as we do that day by day, then it becomes clearer to us what should be our 
response to the love that Jesus has shown us and in love of him, how we should walk our life. That happens day by day 
by day and in community with one another. That's how we come to obey. And when we do so when we follow his 
teaching, the promise of Jesus is that the Father will love us and will come to us and make his home with us. 

That is the promise of the presence of God to remain with us. And it really proves that God is seeking for us a 
relationship, not just a transaction. If Jesus came only so that as popular culture would say, well, when I die I can go to 
heaven. Then it's sort of like a transactional thing that God came to do and he came to do this so that you can get your 
ticket punched and then everything would be fine after that. Just go on with your life. But that's not what God came to 
do. God came to have relationship, to restore relationship with his people and that's what's being offered to us is a 
relationship, not a transaction. God desires to make his home with us and us with him. Then Jesus reminds us that the 
words that he has spoken to us or not his own, but they belong to the Father who sent him and he reminds us that this 
mission is on is one that the Trinity takes up together, that he's come from the Father and he's not doing a new thing, 
but he's doing what he has learned from the Father. He who dwells in the presence of God from all time before and will 
for all time forever. 

Then he goes on to say all this, I have spoken while still with you, but the counselor, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 

And that's an important thing for us to understand. In just a few weeks we'll celebrate Pentecost as the Holy Spirit is 
sent upon the church. And we know that in our baptism in Christ, the Holy Spirit is poured into each of us. This is the role 
of that Spirit that God has poured upon us, is to be our counselor, to teach us all things and remind you of everything I 
have said to you. Now, what this does not mean is where we can say, well, the Holy Spirit teaches me all things. So every 
thought that I have is the Holy Spirit. That's not how this works. Because the Holy Spirit cannot teach us contrary to what 



God has revealed in his work. So yes, we must be people who are led by the Spirit who walk by the Spirit, but that 
doesn't mean everything is just subject to my own interpretation and I do my own thing. That's not the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit was given, as Jesus said, to remind you of everything I have said to you. To point back to scripture, to lead 
us and guide us in accordance with how God has revealed that we are to walk with him and with one another and the 
Holy Spirit is given to join people together and to lead the church in unity. And and all of these aspects of the Holy Spirit 
we have to ask ourselves, do I say this is from the Holy Spirit just cause I want to do my own thing as if the Holy Spirit 
gives us freedom to be independent, where the Spirit guides us to seek back to the word of God, to understand the 
word of God. Should bind us together in unity, should build up the church. If those things are not happening, then you 
should question whether this is the spirit's leading and guiding because it's not just an independent free for all, but we 
should trust that the Holy Spirits been given to us so that when we open this book, we start to understand. So that when 
we open this book, we see Jesus, we hear the Father speaking to us, so that in our prayer, then it begins to seep into us 
and make sense. 

Because I've heard people say plenty of times, I don't read the Bible because it's too confusing or I'm not sure I'm going 
to get it right. Well, it's the Holy Spirit's job to lead us and teach us together as we study the word and we come here to 
do it together, but we must be doing it individually and we have to trust that when we opened this book daily and pray 
daily and ask the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us, that the words of this book will start to make more and more sense 
to us. That he will reveal himself to us. That's his promise. But if we never open the book and give Him the chance, how 
will we know if He'll do it or not? And it's in doing so then that were able to obey and follow Jesus and thereby then 
show the response to the love that is given to us. All of this connects together. 

Jesus doesn't just say, well, if you love me, you'll do what I say. Now go and figure it out what that might be on your own 
and hopefully you're able to accomplish it in your own strength. Good luck. That's not what he says. He gives us the 
words of scripture. He sends the Holy Spirit to lead us. He's given us the tools in other words. He's not left us helpless 
and powerless to figure it out on our own. He's equipped us with everything we need to live in that daily relationship 
with him and to live our life sanctified and transformed in the presence of Christ. All that's been given to us. And he says, 
powerfully peace I leave with you. Peace. I give you any sense that multiple times throughout scripture and if we took a 
survey who would like some peace, everybody does. Everybody wants this and thankfully he goes on to clarify, I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Thanks be to God. Because if piece by worldly standards is just means we get some quiet 
for a moment. Everything the world gives in terms of peace is for a moment, the fighting stops for a moment. Anything 
that the world can give is temporary. The peace that Jesus desires to give to us is permanent in the presence of God. 

That peace where we need not fear, where we need not hurt, where we need not wonder if he's going to come through. 
That's real piece that you can only find in God that's not going to be fleeting, God's not going to change his mind and 
disappear. There's peace that we can only find in him and that's why Jesus says to his disciples, well you heard me say 
I'm going away and I'm coming back to you. If you love me, you will be glad that I'm going to the Father. But I think they 
don't get what's going to happen. So all they want is Jesus to stay with them and naturally they don't understand the 
bigger picture. And we only do, limitedly, because we have the rest of the book that they didn't have. 

But that's the plan for Jesus to come to pay that debt that's necessary to return to the Father and for the Holy Spirit to 
come and to be the presence of God that remains with us in us each and every single day. And every one of you who is 
baptized in Christ has that now. It's not something you get like an add on kit to your discipleship walk. If you so desire to 
have the Holy Spirit, you can purchase with extra bundle and your life will be different. This is what is given to every 
believer. Now, whether or not we enter into that and use what God has given to us is a different story, but he's given it 
to us and I pray today that will come to understand what Jesus has given u. That this book will be open daily in prayer in 
each of our lives. And then we'll ask the Holy Spirit to show us what it means to follow Jesus, what it means that he's 
done for us, what it means to be a child of God and how to live our life. And in doing so, we will capture and receive that 
peace which Jesus is talking about. Because then we come to know the faithfulness and power of the God who created 
us. We know what's been done for us and we know our standing with him. And once we come to really know that it 
doesn't matter what the world throws at us, then we really will know peace because our place is secure. So may we 
enter into that place. May we open our bibles daily and the May the Holy Spirit lead each of us and guide us to come to 



know more deeply this Jesus who has given himself for us, who has set us free and has sent the Holy Spirit to guide us, 
to empower us, to lead us and teach us. 

Let us pray. 

Father we thank you for the work of your son, Jesus Christ on our behalf. We thank you for the Holy Spirit whom you 
have sent to be among us and in us. And we pray that the Spirit might prompt us to prayer and scripture reading daily. 
And as we enter into prayer, as we open our bibles, may the Holy Spirit open our hearts that we might see you face to 
face Lord. May Our ears be open to hear your voice. And may we be given the grace to lead that life you've called us to, 
and may come to know the fullness of the piece that you're speaking about each and every day of our life. In Jesus' 
name we pray. Amen. 

 


