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As you know we're moving through our season of stewardship, which will finish in a couple of weeks. And I pray that the 
letters and testimonies that you've heard so far have given you something to think and pray about as we continue to 
discuss what's God's calling us to do in this role as a disciple, stewarding his resources, and to help us this morning, I'd 
like to invite Tim to come forward who's going to share with us this morning. 

Morning, everyone 

scripture says in one Corinthians, it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful. So I'm here this morning to talk 
a bit about stewardship. A topic that as Christians can sometimes make us feel a bit uncomfortable. It makes us 
uncomfortable because it ultimately forces us to evaluate our priorities. We can be generous with our time and our 
talents, but if we are not generous with our financial resources, we may be missing an opportunity to grow our faith. I've 
heard it said that the Christian life can often be a crooked path. That certainly describes my journey which has been 
anything but a straight path. But one filled with twists and turns, forward steps and backwards steps and sometimes 
total stagnancy. I can think of times when I have felt close to God and other moments when I've wandered letting fear 
and resentment and even anger creep into my daily life. 

As difficult as it has been, I believe that it's all part of God's plan. It was a period of stagnancy that led us here as we 
searched for answers we could not find on our own. Taking that step planted a seed that has brought us to a place I 
could not see before. While I have been a believer my whole life, I really never considered what it means to be a good 
steward. It's simply wasn't on my radar. Our giving was obligatory, unplanned, and certainly not sacrificial, but I would 
convince myself I'm doing my part to please God or please my church. I don't remember feeling much joy in the process. 
It wasn't until I heard testimonies from father Neal and a few others on the topic of stewardship that we were led to 
step far outside our comfort zone by making a pledge. We did so because for the first time we considered what 
significance this could have on our own spiritual growth. That we would give to return a portion of our income rather 
than give what was leftover was a significant shift in our thinking. But that is what God asks us to do. Stewardship really 
is about returning what is not truly ours to begin with. If we all belong to Christ, we must realize that everything we have 
belongs to him. By giving a portion of our earnings, we are honoring what already belongs to him. Now, this is easier said 
than done, and I can attest that this has been challenging at times. We have failed at times. Fear creeps in and can get in 
the way. 

As my son, my oldest son, embarks on college this year and the high cost of college tuition looms, we have fear. But I 
have to believe if we put God first, somehow some way we'll make it work and he will provide. I pray that God will give 
us the strength to do that each and every day, each and every week. That we would live within our means and honor 
God first with the blessings he has provided us. We are human and left to our own devices. Inevitably, we fall short 
sometimes. But as Christians we must realize that having a picture perfect life will never satisfy. The size of our bank 
accounts will never satisfy. Only knowing God and following him can satisfy our hearts. 

This past week while I was attending a convention, the featured speaker was a retired baseball player by the name of 
Daryl Strawberry. Some of you may know him as a retired athlete. I expected to hear about his accomplishments on the 
field and instead was profoundly moved by his message of salvation. Throughout his career, Daryl struggled with 
addiction and relapsed several times. He spoke of his brokenness and that no amount of money, fame, or material 
things could cure that empty brokenness he felt inside. His mother, on her deathbed, prayed for him and ask God to 
deliver him from his addiction. God answered those prayers and Darryl has been free of addiction for 16 years. He 
became a minister and preaches his message of salvation to churches and schools around the country. I tell you his story 
only to remind us that without Christ we too are broken, but with him we can be that light for someone when they are 
surrounded by the darkness. By putting Christ first in all that we do, I believe we will experience the joy that comes from 
giving of our time, talent, and money and we can reach those that need to hear the message of salvation most. 

Two Corinthians verse seven scripture says, you must each decide in your heart how much to give, not reluctantly or in 
response to pressure. For God loves a cheerful giver. In other words, be thoughtful, be intentional, and most importantly 
be voluntary. During this stewardship season, I pray that we ask God to help us be more generous with the resources he 



has provided us that we would conquer fear and take just one step forward to lift up our church community of Saint 
Ann's and be the faithful stewards God intended each one of us to be. Amen. 

Thank you, Tim, for your willingness to come forward and share and thank you to all of you for your continued prayers 
and discernment as we move together through this this season. 

 


