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Let us pray, 

Most loving and gracious Father we give you thanks and praise for this day through your many blessings in our lives and 
for the gift of your son Jesus Christ. May Your Holy Spirit lead us and guide us as we enter into the study of your word. 
May your word be spoken in your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

In the opening collect of today's service, we were reminded and proclaimed that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life 
and as we seek to follow Him then and become his disciple. If we took a survey and said, well, who believes that Jesus is 
the way and the truth and the life and who here would say that they are a disciple of Christ, then I hope all hands would 
go up or or we'd ask, why are we here? But then once our hand goes up, what we have to then ask ourselves is how are 
you determining the answer to that question. 

Because what is at the heart of the Gospel today is Jesus laying out for us what it means to be his disciple? And as Jesus 
tells us clearly, what does he say will be the means. 

That we have love for one another. 

And he could have said anything as he talked to the disciples, right? He could've said, well, this is how they'll know that 
your my disciples. That you go to lots of Bible studies or that you build beautiful buildings after I'm gone and show the 
world that you follow me or that you do such and such, he could have filled in all sorts of blanks. But the standard by 
which he says the world will know that we belong to him is that we have love for one another. And in fact, Jesus goes on 
at the beginning to say a new command I give you love one another. Well, anybody who has read the Bible would say, 
well, is that really a new command? And in fact, you're all thinking, well, no it's not because I know that Leviticus 19 
verse 18 says, do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people but love your neighbor as yourself, I am 
the Lord. And I'm sure there are other verses that we can find to point to that this concept of love is not new. But what 
is Jesus saying that then becomes new? Because if he says a new commandment, I give you something must be new. 
Otherwise he'd be lying when we know it's not. So what's he saying is new? 

He says love one another. Then what does he say. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. That statement 
right there raises the bar beyond what people would have understood as love before that. And in fact, if we say, well, 
how does Jesus love as he has demonstrated that, he gave himself completely for us sacrificing his life on our behalf, 
being ridiculed and mocked and beaten, leaving the side of the Father in glory to be made in our image, to walk among 
us. All of these are demonstrations of the love of God for us through Christ and as he loves us then we're called to love 
one another. Jesus raises the bar throughout all of scripture in this call to love. And as we start to look at ourselves then 
as disciples of Jesus, we have to say, well, what does that look like in our lives? Because really we're called then to love 
as Christ loved us in our hearts and our thoughts. In our words to one another and in our actions. And so thereby then 
this is the standard throughout the day that we say, is this thought in my heart or this word that I'm about to speak or 
this action I'm about to take, does that demonstrate the self sacrificial love that Christ has for me to the person where 
that thought or word or action is directed? 

That is a pretty high bar, but that's where Jesus calls us to go, that everything that we do has to go through that lens. 
And as he raises the bar, he doesn't just say, well, you have to love those people who you really love already and who 
are your best friends. 

That part is the easy part. To demonstrate that kind of love to someone where we're receiving that kind of love back 
when we're in that type of relationship that we can do sometimes. But what Jesus also says is, well, you've also got to 
love your enemy because we're told to love God with our whole heart and mind and love your neighbor as yourself. And 
Jesus says, will love your enemies. 



Now what does that look like? We'd like it to look like, well, at best it just means we have to tolerate them and we grit 
our teeth and smile and say, good to see you. That's the, that's, that's like the what we're looking for as that's gotta be 
it. Right? Because of they did such and such. 

But it seems that the witness of scripture is beyond that. That for our enemies while being persecuted we should be 
willing to lay down our life and sacrifice for them. 

That's hard. 

Jesus didn't say this is easy, but he said, I have demonstrated it and you must go out and do likewise. And I'd like us to 
imagine what does the church here in Amsterdam look like if we were really able to do this. What does that look like? 
That's radically different. 

You know, because we say, well, of course we do this, but we know even in churches, there's gossip. There's people who 
are angry at one another who don't talk anymore. Their family's going through the same thing. We can't talk to this 
person. We can't talk to this person. Nobody even remembers why anymore. But we know we don't. It happens in the 
church. It happens in families, Christian families, Christian workplaces, and we say, why? How can that be? And I think 
this standard that Jesus sets is perhaps rightly the reason why the church gets criticized by the world as the culture looks 
from the outside in and says nothing's different. You guys hate each other just as much as we hate each other. There's 
equally as much fighting. There's equally as much division. What's so different? Why do I gotta get up on Sunday 
morning to go have the same thing I have the rest of the week? 

I think that's a fair charge. If people don't look into the church and see a group of people who radically love one another 
and love their enemies and seek to serve the one who was in the midst of persecuting them. If people see that, that will 
draw them, not to us, but to Jesus because they'll say, that's pretty strange. Why do you even care about that person 
that's so mean to you. And that's an opportunity to say, well, when I was walking away from Jesus, he gave himself for 
me. When I was a sinner, Christ came and laid down his life. Jesus didn't say, why I've come to save those who I really 
like and those people who are nice to me, if you're nice to me, you will enter into the Kingdom of God. That's not what 
Jesus said. 

He said, I lay down my life and I will take it up again. And I do this to restore the whole world to the Father that anyone 
who believes in me will be able to enter in. He doesn't say anyone who does certain action, anyone who is able to prove, 
those who are nice to me, all sorts of things that we would think about. He really raises this bar. And so when we ask 
ourselves, yes, we claim to be a disciple. I think part of our daily reflection we have to ask, well how are we doing loving 
one another? 

And when the church does this well it will make an impact. Because if Jesus says everything is summed up in love, God 
with your whole heart, love your neighbor as yourself. Well if he means what he says that on that hang the law and the 
prophets. Then I think everything else that we do and say and believe has to flow from that. We have to use that as the 
lens by which we interact with one another. And I think given the current divide in the church, we need this now more 
than ever to understand, well what does it mean that first and foremost we must have love for God and love for each 
other. And then in the right spirit and the right heart, we can have all the rest of the debates of things that we need to 
talk about. The church will always have things that it needs to talk about, but first and foremost that that has to be 
served, that we love one another. As Christ loved us. 

He never said, well, just love as much as you can and as long as you try your hardest, that's sufficient. Or love those who 
love you or love those who it's easy to love. Love as he loved. And if we start to integrate that then into our daily 
reflection of our life and that becomes the lens by which we check our heart when it starts to get out of order, by which 
we check our mouth before it says something. And by which we check our action before we do it and say, does this 
prove to the world the love that Jesus has for me and that I have for him? And if it doesn't, we should stop and not move 
forward with the thought or the word or the action. But we think, well, I'll give them what they deserve and I'll repent 
later because I'm going to get that Zinger in there because of how I was I was hurt. And yes, God will forgive you. But 
what demonstrates to the person the love of Christ? You're not taking revenge. You're not saying the hurtful thing. 



You're not dwelling on that thought in your heart demonstrates your love for the Father. So we see this command when 
we hear it, it sounds so simple, and as we hear the summary well love God with your whole heart. Love your neighbor as 
yourself. We think, well, oh yeah, sounds simple. We all know, try to do it. That you need the power of the Holy Spirit 
that lives in each of us to guide us in this process because this is really the demonstration by which Jesus says, this is 
how they will know that you are my disciples. That's it. 

Not Easy, but I challenge us again, think of what your life looks like individually. Think of what your family's life looks like. 
Think of your workplace. Think of the church here at Saint Ann and the community of Amsterdam as a whole, and we 
could go, the circles could keep expanding. Think of what that looks like. If only us 20 gathered here this morningl Live 
that love. What's the impact of that? We're always asking, well, what can we do to make a difference? Try doing this and 
see how those things start to shift. Now, multiply that by every Christian on the planet living like that with one another 
and the rest of the world. What kind of sermon does that preach? And you don't have to use a single word. 

So I think these are challenging words for each of us that Jesus leaves us with today. But the good news is he doesn't say 
go do it in your own strength. He would go on to tell the disciples and we know he has sent the Holy Spirit to be with us. 
And it's the Holy Spirit's job who resides in each of us as a believer, baptized in Christ to lead us, to guide us, to counsel 
us, to show us the way to walk. That is the Spirit's job, to show us the voice of God, inside each of us as we seek to live 
that life of love and our thoughts and our words and our actions. 

May we seek to do that daily. May the Holy Spirit empower us and when we recognize we've fallen short, may we 
repent and begin the next day with that same goal. And just as the love of Christ changed the world forever. I firmly 
believe so too will the love that the church shows for one another and the rest of the world that will continue to 
transform the world that we live in and draw others to Christ for his honor and for his glory and the building up of his 
kingdom as we await his return. That's the assignment were given, and that's the standard we have. And may the spirit 
lead us each day to accomplish that which Jesus has entrusted to us. 

Let's pray. 

Father, we give you thanks and praise for the demonstrated love of your son Jesus Christ. And we pray that our hearts 
and our minds and our actions would be transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Show us daily what it means to love you with our whole heart and to love others as you have loved us. 

 

May we we demonstrate that to the world and not for our glory, but for yours alone. Jesus, we ask this in your precious 
and holy name. 

Amen 

 


