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Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious Father we give you thanks and praise for this day. We thank you for the gift of your Son and we 
pray that your Holy Spirit would lead us and guide us in the study of your word. May your word be spoken in your word, 
received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

In this Gospel account today Jesus is asked perhaps what seems to be a fairly reasonable question as the Jews who were 
gathered around Jesus asks, well how long are you going to keep us in suspense if you're the Christ, the Messiah well 
just tell us so plainly. 

And it's interesting what Jesus gives as a response. He doesn't just say, yes I am, and then they move on with the rest of 
their conversation. But what he says to them is that the works that I do testify to who I am. And it seems like they're not 
liking that answer because they have seen the power of God at work in Jesus as he's gone about his ministry and people 
are not liking that answer of well look and see what is happening. And that's striking to me because it seems anybody 
could say yes. You know that's the part about this that I don't understand so much is that anybody could come and say, 
Oh yeah, I'm the Messiah and not be able to back up what they're saying. He's almost saying to them, well what else can 
I say to you beyond what you have seen me do? 

But the work that I do proves again that I am who I say that I am. And that's what Jesus goes on to say is that we who are 
followers of Jesus, we who are his sheep hear his voice and we know him. And I'm sure there's been a time in our own 
lives that we have posed a similar question to God where we say something like, well, if you're really there, then do such 
and such and we have whatever our test is going to be by which God proves who he says he is. So that instinct I don't 
think in itself is bad. We want assurance of who God is and that he remains with us. But if the answer to how we know 
Jesus and hear his voice is as we look at the power of his work in the world, then first and foremost, we come to hear his 
voice Ii the words of this book. We're back to the importance of scripture because otherwise, how are we supposed to 
hear his voice? How are we to know who he is? And we know these things because of the testimony of his actions and 
the work of God throughout the scripture. That's how we come to know who God is, not just because it doesn't just say 
over and over again. Well, God says, I'm God. God says, I am God. God says, I'm God. It's God showing that he is who he 
says he is and that he will be faithful to his promises. And so there's statements by God and then there are pages and 
pages and pages of action by which the people are shown the statements are true. So if we do not have a foundation in 
this book, then it is easy to get discouraged and say, well, where's God in all of this anyway? 

How am I supposed to see? And we see God at work in our own life by looking first and foremost to how God worked in 
the past. And then we start to see, well how is that being made evident in my life today? We shouldn't be looking all the 
time and saying, well, God's going to do sort of this randomly new thing out of his character. We come to know his 
character in this book and then we look for his action in the world today based on who he says he is. Because the 
evidence today is supposed to help us understand who he's been saying that he is. And so all of what he does today is to 
confirm what's been said in the past. But if you don't know what's been said in the past, then you say, well, isn't that a 
coincidence, a funny thing happened today and we don't attribute it to God because we're not looking with those eyes. 
And more importantly and perhaps more powerfully for us, Jesus presents this image of himself as the shepherd by 
which we his sheep hear his voice. 

He's presenting for us a very personal relationship that we have in coming to know him and hearing his voice and we 
have to understand day after day that God is not looking to be distant far away from us. There may be times in our lives 
when what we're going through it may feel that way. But the reality is God is looking to be as intimately close with us as 
the words of the psalm are talking about as Jesus presents this image as a shepherd to lead us and guide us and to take 
care of all of our needs. This is that image of that 23rd psalm that we all know so well. Jesus is the one who desires to be 
that close to us, not a distant God way up in the clouds that we hope one day may take notice of us. But a very personal 
and intimate God who walks daily to lead us and guide us and be with us through everything. That's who Jesus is trying 
to show that he is and in fact, not only was he that at the time when he walked in, this Gospel account takes place. We 
see from the testimony in Revelation that he is that shepherd who will be for all eternity as we're told that as this new 



creation is ushered in, what does John see in this revelation but the lamb at the center of it all? Jesus, the shepherd will 
be the sacrifice and he will wipe away every tear from our eye and there will be no more hunger. There'll be no more 
thirst. There'll be all of these, no mores in the new creation where Jesus is at the center is what he sees in that 
revelation. The center of all the worship, because Jesus is who he says he is. And even for all time, Jesus desires to be 
this personal shepherd and sacrifice at the same time, the one who makes it all possible, who's the all powerful God who 
is worthy of all of our worship. But at the same time is personal enough that he wants us to hear his voice and he wants 
to remain with us and walk with us each step of the journey. Now, that part I could see is hard for us to get our minds 
around how there's this all powerful, all holy God who desires to be that close to us because any of us who have taken 
an honest look at our lives would say, I don't know if I would invite the all powerful, all holy God of the universe to come 
to close. 

But thanks to what Jesus has done. That divide has been taken care of. That bridge has been built where we could never 
go there on our own. Jesus says, I do all of that to bridge the gap so that God is not distant from you and in fact I will 
send the Holy Spirit who will live in you. That's how close God is going to be to lead you and guide you. And so this is an 
important statement for us that was answered in this question. Well, if you're the one well tell us, and I think Jesus says 
to us, I've told you by my action, and not only the action of the miracles, but the action on the cross by which he says, I 
am who I say I am. I have taken care of this. And by his action of leaving that empty tomb and conquering over sin and 
death forever. 

So if we're ever in doubt of who God is or where he is in our own life, may we open this book and be encouraged and 
understand the powerful work of Jesus Christ and the promise that he remains at our side and that he is our shepherd 
who will lead us and guide us. And when we come to understand that our response better be like that of the elders who 
bow down and worship before the lamb recognizing what's been done and not take for granted the relationship, but 
give thanks on the great lengths that Jesus has gone to so that we can be close to him. And may we never forget that, 
but may we also never take that for granted. 

Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for your, your life, your action, your sacrifice on our behalf. We pray that the Holy Spirit would 
teach us day by day that we might come to know that more deeply. May each of us as your disciple enter daily into the 
study of your words in scripture so that we might see the testimony and the great work that you have done to bring us 
to yourself. May Your Holy Spirit lead us and guide us and open our ears, Lord, that we might hear your voice daily our 
shepherd. And with grateful hearts we give you thanks and praise today. 

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

 


