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I speak to you in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost? Amen. 

Please be seated. As with last week's Gospel passage, father pointed out, it would have been easy to focus on Thomas 
and the doubts and this week similarly, it would have been easy to focus on Simon Peter, but the Lord did not have me 
do that. Believe me, I tried and I was having a terrible time, so I finally said, okay Lord, you just show me. And he did 

And as we heard the proclamation of the passage from John's Gospel this morning, many of us may have been thinking, 
haven't we heard this fish story before, seems familiar. The initial calling of Jesus first disciples takes place in a similar 
fashion as described in chapter five of Luke's Gospel. In that passage, Jesus was on the shore of the Sea of Galilee and 
the crowd was such that they were pressing in around him. Jesus climbed into a nearby boat belonging to Simon Peter 
and his brother Andrew and asked them to put out a little way from shore. From that vantage point, Jesus preached to 
the people. When he finished, he instructed Simon to go out into the deeper water and let down the nets for a catch. 
Simon replied, master, we toiled all night and took nothing but at your word I will let down the nets. When this was 
done, they enclosed such a great amount of fish. 

They had to call to their partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, to help Jesus then said, follow me, and all of 
them dropped everything to go out into the deeper water of the world to become fishers of men. An assignment they 
and those whom Jesus called after them except for Judas, the betrayer, could only fulfill as they had continual fellowship 
with Jesus to carry out the mission. He gave them the same mission with which those first disciples were charged is the 
same mission Jesus charges to us today. We also are to be fishers of men, casting out the nets of our faith into the deep 
waters of the world around us and we are blessed to have the records of their experiences written down in this book for 
their journeys are Our journeys. ,their fears are our fears, their joys are our joys. their doubts are our doubts, their 
successes are our successes and their failures are failures. Through the sharing of their walks with Jesus, they have 
created a guidebook for us and the most important fact is that Jesus walked with them. Jesus walks with us. Today. 

I'm sharing something with you today. That maybe others have felt this. Since Easter Sunday I have sensed a new energy 
within this congregation. There's a renewed atmosphere in this place and aliveness that can only be attributed to the 
Holy Spirit, and I would not say that if I did not feel it and believe it myself. We are being blessed with grace and power 
at this time for a purpose. This feeling was further confirmed this past Thursday after what I'm calling Saint Ann's 
inaugural prayer walk, the person serving as crucifer on that walk stated that doing so had taken them out of their 
comfort zone. This is the very thing that Jesus asks of his disciple. He says, trust in me. Go forward in my name and in my 
spirit and see what happens. Every one of us has a comfort zone and every one of us gets a little timid about leaving that 
comfort zone, but we needn't be afraid and we needn't worry. We need to trust in the Lord and go forward. Go ahead. 
Do what the Lord is calling you to do because with him there can be no failure. We may feel some times that we have 
tried something new, maybe an outreach or a ministry that just doesn't seem to take off right away, but that isn't the 
point. 

I mean certainly the first disciples, as I said, had all their failings too, but Jesus kept calling to them and he sent them out 
in power and in spirit and that is what he's doing for us right now. There's a whole lot of fish out there. We can't open up 
the doors and expect them to come in. We need to go out and we need to fish for them. We need to spread the word of 
the Lord. When we went out on that prayer walk Thursday, it opened up my eyes as I'm sure it opened up the eyes of 
my companions. There's an apartment complex down here and from the outside, you'd never think there were that 
many people in it. But you go into the complex and you walk around and there's building after building, people after 
people, many children running around and playing, and one child, when he saw the cross that was being carried, he 
cried out. It's God. God is here. That was amazing. And there was another man that we prayed for on the street. He 
clearly was down on his luck. We prayed for him. And I still pray for him. I pray that he will walk through those doors. 
Many people say they will and they don't. But again, that doesn't matter. We haven't failed. We're out there. We're out 
there being disciples and doing what the Lord asks us to do. So this morning, I pray that if Jesus is calling you to go out of 
your comfort zone, go for it. You won't go out alone. See what happens when you step out in faith. 

Amen. 



 


