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Let us pray. Most loving, gracious Father we give you thanks and praise for this day. May Your Holy Spirit open our 
hearts and our minds that we might hear your voice and see your face. May your word be spoken and  your word 
received. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

This is a Gospel passage that perhaps many of us know very well and we hear of this encounter with Thomas and there is 
a variety of sermons that could be preached on. Are you the doubting Thomas or where are you in your faith and put the 
focus of the scripture passage today on Thomas, which is clearly an important figure and something's going on there. 
But I was really struck by what comes after this encounter that caught me more than perhaps Thomas's is a lack of faith 
and then evidence of faith. And that was as the scripture says, Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not recorded in this book, but these are written that you may believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God. And that by believing you may have life in his name. And I was struck by that because I don't know about you, 
but the point of the story then is not so much about Thomas and whether you're a doubting Thomas or not, and do I 
have faith or not in this kind of demonstration like Thomas made. But the point of hearing about Thomas encounter with 
Jesus is so that you might believe that Jesus is the Messiah. Not that you might say, well, Thomas finally got it. The focus 
is not on Thomas. 

You know it's easy sometimes to get focused on some of these other characters in the scriptural narrative that we forget 
that the point of all of this is Jesus, Not Thomas, and our response to Jesus, which is the example Thomas gives us, is that 
he responds my Lord and my God, that he recognizes Jesus as the Messiah, which is what the whole book is about. All of 
the Bible is about it, that people might recognize that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the one who will set you free from 
your sins, and in him that you might have life. That's the point of it all. And so rather than get caught up in the detail 
about well Thomas should have believed earlier, and why did he need this sign, we need to just say, all right, what was 
Thomas's confession? That Jesus is Lord. 

And that Jesus is proving, and these encounters again like we saw at Easter, that he is who he says he is. He's not just 
running around doing a fancy show just to impress people. All of the scriptural accounts of what Jesus does in his life is 
to bring evidence to the fact that he is the Messiah, that he is the one who he says he is. And it's striking that we have 
this reading from Revelation as well, paired with this where Revelation is the account of Jesus's message to the churches 
at the time and to the church for all time about his return. And again, it's a letter over and over again to the Church of 
Jesus that reminding them who he is. 

That's what all of this is about it. And it's encapsulated that we have Jesus who will return again is the same Jesus who 
Thomas came to recognize as the Messiah who is the same Jesus that was prophesied in the Old Testament who is the 
same Jesus that was present at creation. He's the one whom it's all about. And so this ties it all together as we hear this 
passage from revelation, which those who are in Bible study would have heard already because we've gotten to this 
portion, but this is the beginning of the Book of Revelation where John has this vision and hears from Jesus 

And we're told right from the beginning that as the letter goes on. Jesus says, I am the Alpha and the Omega, the one 
who is and who was and who is to come the Almighty. That he is, God is what he's trying to get people to understand. 
The one who was there at the beginning, one who did all of these Acts that have come before the Book of Revelation 
was written, the one who gave himself on the cross and the one who promises to return again. That's one in the same 
God. 

He tells us what he's done for us because we heard grace and peace to him, to you from him who is and who was and is 
to come was the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead to him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 
blood and has made us a kingdom and priest to serve his God and Father to him be glory and power forever and ever. 
Amen. Then it goes to talk about his return. But right here as we're talking about the end, we're reminded that this God 
who is to return. This Jesus who is coming again is the one gave himself for us and freed us from our sins by his blood. 
Were right back to the sacrifice made on Good Friday and then by his resurrection that we celebrated last week on 
Easter Sunday and every Sunday by his resurrection has trampled over sin and death, defeated both of those enemies 
forever. 



And thereby then from the moment of his resurrection the question that people are asked is, do you recognize who 
Jesus is. The Messiah, the son of God who gave himself for you and have you received the forgiveness that he's trying to 
offer you. That is what happens from every moment after the resurrection as the message of the Gospel is preached. 
Well, the message of the Gospel is not just a bunch of stories that were told and that you become a Christian then so 
that your life will be great and you just live happily ever after. That's not the message of the Gospel. The message of the 
Gospel is Jesus Christ is the son of God and he came here to give himself for you so that you who are dead in your sin 
might receive forgiveness and live in the presence of God forever without having to try to figure out if you've done 
enough good deeds to earn your way in, but to have received the forgiveness of sins by faith through Christ. That's the 
good news of the Gospel and there is no other name we're told that we're going to find this salvation. So everything the 
church has done from the moment after Jesus's resurrection is about do you recognize who I am? And do you receive 
what's been done for you? 

And we're all here this morning, presumably because we know what Jesus has done for us. We have received that which 
has been done for us and thereby then as Christians, we gather week after week to celebrate that with grateful hearts 
with thanksgiving to say, yes, this is the living and true God who gave himself for me. We read the scriptures over and 
over again. Why? To recount what God has done for us and then we give thanks to him for what's been done. Then we 
are nourished at the altar by this Sacrament, by his body and blood and then dismissed and sent out into the world to 
proclaim this message of the Gospel and then we do it week after week. There's a reason we meet every week. We need 
to give thanks continually. We need to be reminded by the reading of scripture of who God is and what he's done. We 
need to be strengthened for our mission and then we need to go out and do it and we come back and we repeat this 
cycle. This is why it's so important that the church gathers together, lest we forget what God has done by not hearing 
the scripture. And we start to get full of ourselves and think it's our effort lest we not give thanks lest we're not 
strengthened for the mission that we're called to. 

But I hope you see what is so important is not whether we argue about Thomas and whether he should have figured it 
out earlier. The point is he figured it out. You know I think that's the evidence from Thomas. You know, we can get down 
on him and say, Oh, look at him doubting. How could he doubt? No, but we should look at Thomas and say, actually look 
at Jesus. Who gives him every opportunity to see who he is. 

That's what God does for us. That's what should excite us and encourage us because otherwise, you know, Jesus could 
have said to Thomas you had your shot. You blew it one shot and you're out. You know what? If that's how God 
operated with us, well, we'd all be in big trouble, it would not be good. But God gives us chance after chance and he 
makes effort after effort, after effort for people to try to see who he is. If God wanted to stay hidden and separate 
himself from us, this book would not be here. Jesus would not have come. He could have just left us dead in sin in 
chapter three of Genesis and ended it, said I'm done with those people, it's no hope, but over and over and over again, 
he shows himself to us, so may we give thanks today for who God is for his abundant grace to us, for his effort to win us 
back and for the lengths that he goes to that people might see him. 

May we be strengthened today for the mission that he's given us and that mission is that we would go forth out of these 
doors and tell whoever will listen, that there's this loving God who is waiting for them, come and meet him. That's our 
job. Whether you like it or not, whether you think you signed up or not. By virtue of your baptism this is your assignment 
where Jesus says to all of us, go and make disciples. Now, that doesn't mean everybody's going to be preaching a 
sermon on Sunday. It doesn't mean you have to be standing on a milk crate on main street yelling. You got three days to 
repent. You know that's not what Jesus has called each of us to do, but he's put all of us in different places. We all live in 
different places, are related to different people, work different places, have different friends, shop in different places. All 
of these are encounters with people. And they're all opportunities that if God presents them, all you have to do is be 
able to say, well, I don't have all the answers, but this. I know, I'm a sinner who God loves and he gave himself for me 
and he wants to do the same for you. Do you want to hear more about it? Come and see. 

Every one of us can do that without having all the answers. Jesus doesn't say, you must have all the answers. I mean, we 
know the important answer, who Jesus is and what's been done for us, and let us go and share that because that's what 
the world needs to hear. And that's what we give thanks for today that Jesus gave himself for us. that he The God of 



abundant grace and chances. He desires to reveal himself to us and to the world. And May we continue to see him. May 
we continue to give things and may we invite others to do the same. 

Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for your sacrifice on our behalf. We thank you that you have shown yourself to us and we pray 
that we might be strengthened each and every Sunday as we gather by your word and sacraments, that we might be 
sent out into the world for the mission you've called us to. May Your Spirit empower us to share your message of grace 
with all who will listen. In Jesus, we ask this in your precious and holy name. Amen. 

 


