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Let us pray. Most loving and gracious Father we give you thanks and praise for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ for his 
victorious and glorious resurrection that we celebrate today. We pray that your Holy Spirit would open our hearts, that 
we might see you face to face. May we hear your voice, may your word be spoken in your word received in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

As we gather here and hear the proclamation, once again of the gospel of the Easter story, that first Easter morning, we 
do so in light of knowing how the rest of the story is going to go. And so even as the Deacon begins the Gospel telling us 
that it's the first day of the week while it's still dark and we hear of Mary going to the tomb, in our hearts we already 
know where the story is headed.  But we have to remember that that was not so for the followers of Jesus when they 
went the first Easter morning. And so we must capture, as we begin, what would have been their state of mind and 
emotion as they went to the tomb. Because from their perspective, they have walked with this Jesus for several years. 
They thought it was going to be the Messiah, the one who would deliver them. 

They had this last supper in encounter just recently. Jesus has the agony in the garden. He's arrested, he's crucified, and 
they put him in the tomb dead. From the perspective of the followers of Jesus at that moment everything is lost. We 
thought he was the one but he's dead in the tomb. And so as they go to the tomb and you'll have to notice who the 
gospel accounts say go to the tomb in the morning. The women go to the tomb with spices to anoint the body of the 
dead Jesus there, their friend. The man who was nowhere to be found and the Gospel doesn't tell us because they 
probably don't want to tell on themselves as they write the story. But you can presume then there are gathered 
together lamenting their defeat about what's gonna come next. Jesus is dead. And so they go to the tomb, the women 
expecting to find Jesus dead. So we have to come first with that emotion. And then as Mary gets to the tomb, she sees 
that the stone has been rolled away from the entrance. Now she does not immediately say, Oh yes, just like he said, he's 
been raised, she thinks somebody has taken him. 

First they killed him and now we've come to anoint his body and to make it worse, they've stolen him and we don't even 
know where he is. Just to add to the insult and their pain. And Mary looks in the Tomb and there's a powerful image that 
I think is important for us. As first she sees the stone rolled away, she goes and gets Peter. He comes and sees exactly 
what she said and they find the strips of linen lying there. 

And when Peter goes in the tomb, he sees the burial cloth that had been around Jesus head folded up by itself, separate 
from the linen. And when it comes to scripture, no verse is there as sort of like an extra verse, just as a filler in the story. 
And this part of the image I find very significant as Jesus, even in that visual image is showing them if thieves came and 
took his body, they would not spend a lot of time taking off the burial costs and they certainly wouldn't fold up the linen 
all nice and neat and leave it there. You'd run quickly before somebody caught you. And it's almost in that visual as if 
Jesus wants them to see when they look in the tomb. I left on my own accord, just as I said. All is happening according to 
my plan and in the power of God to make it happen. I was not stolen. Right in that visual, we see that. Mary is still not 
convinced and she stands there weeping and sees who she thinks is the gardener who asked her this question again and 
again, why are you weeping? Why are you weeping? Who are you looking for? 

And she thinks, well, where have you put him? Just tell me and I'll go and get him. So something in scripture we have to 
see right away is different about the resurrected Jesus in his body than the one before. Otherwise you would think his 
closest friends would recognize him when they're looking at. So right there we have to see something is different in his 
appearance that she doesn't recognize him at first and everything has changed and transformed. Then as he speaks her 
name and in that personal connection, then she comes to see that this is Jesus and he has been raised just as he said. 

And we have to understand that if they came to the tomb and found him there and anointed his dead body and rolled 
the stone back, that will be the end of the story and we wouldn't be sitting here. There would be no followers after that. 
The story would have been ended and he would've just been a crazy guy who said he was God. But because of the 
resurrection, several things are made evident to us. First and foremost, we see the power of God to raise Jesus from the 
dead, that he paid our sin debt on the cross, shedding his blood for our behalf, making that atonement for sin. And then 



as Paul wrote to the Corinthians, the last enemy that needed to be defeated was death. The wages of sin leading to 
death, separating us from God, but Christ resurrection from the dead defeats even death forever. 

The power of God in him to bring that about. And as we gather here year after year and Sunday after Sunday, we also 
have to understand that we don't just do so, so that we can say, wasn't that a great thing that happened a long time ago, 
but we gather celebrating not only Christ's victory then and forever, but our victory in him. Because Jesus was raised 
from the dead, that means so can we to be raised to a new life in him and eternal life with the God who created us. 
That's the promise when Jesus says he will return, is that all of his followers will be raised to a new body, whatever that's 
going to look like we don't know. Living in a new creation without sin or death or pain and all the things that go with us 
now. And so it's the same power of God that raised Jesus from the dead that lives in you and me right now. 

The power of the Holy Spirit that God poured in us. That's the power of God that walks with us every single day and 
that's important as we celebrate that because we have to understand that as we go through our journey in the natural 
and the here and now that no matter what we face, whether it's a real joyful time or the most disparate time we've ever 
faced, God is with us. He will see us through and the power of God can transform no matter what you face. If he can 
raise Jesus from the dead, what is it that you'll face that he hasn't already won the day over? That's what's encouraging 
for us as Christians, as we go through whatever we face, what's the worst the world can throw at us? We're dead. That 
would be the all they have to offer. They could kill us. But even then we know we need not despair our victory has 
already been won.. The promise of Jesus is secure, that we will be raised and his resurrection before his disciples is 
evidence to them. All of what I told you is true. My promises are true, my power is true, and what I have I give to you. 
That should give us encouragement as we go through this life week after week and the ups and downs, knowing that the 
power of God is with us and that no matter what we face, you have already won the victory and you need to remind 
yourself of that and we need to remind each other as a church that. That's why God calls us as a church to be in 
community, not in single disciples, in our own huts, of in isolation because we need to be reminded that when things are 
going well, somebody needs to rejoice with us and remind us of God's power to make that happen. 

And when we're hurting, we need somebody in the church to come alongside us and say, remember Easter, your victory 
has been won. God has raised you. His power is at work in you right now. He will be with you. This will not defeat you. 
He's won the day. We need to hear that from one another. That's why he's created a community so that we can remind 
each other, and so I pray that as we gather here, that we do so with, with really grateful and joyful hearts for what God 
has done for us. Recognizing that on that Good Friday he paid the debt and his victory now Easter morning is ours as 
well and nothing that the world of Satan has to throw at us can take that away. That ought to give us a little skip. I think 
that's good news. That's the message of the Gospel that the world needs to hear. 

You're not alone. You're not defeated. You do have a victory. God does love you. He will draw you to him. Come and 
meet this Jesus. I pray that with grateful hearts then we'll thank God for what's been done. That we'll ask the Holy Spirit 
to show us more and more what it means that we have this victory in Christ, that our sins are forgiven. What awaits us 
when Christ returns and what we have now and may the Holy Spirit lead us and guide us each and every day of our life 
that we might live a life in Thanksgiving and response to what God has done bearing fruit for his kingdom and may our 
whole life be lived to His honor and to His glory and may the peace, presence and the grace of our risen Lord Jesus be 
with us all today and forevermore. Amen. 

 


