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Father we give you thanks and praise for the resurrection of your son, Jesus Christ for his victory over sin and death by 
which new life has made possible for us. Pour your Holy Spirit upon us as we enter into the study of your word. Open 
our hearts that we might receive you and hear your voice. May your word be spoken in your word received in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

As we celebrate the Great Vigil of Easter, the first Easter service where lots of things are different in the liturgy and in 
some ways it's a little bit confusing and cumbersome and it's dark and we've got candles and there's all these things that 
we're juggling. But again, the liturgy is meant to draw us in to the reality of the truth that we're celebrating today. And 
so as we gather in darkness, remembering that without Jesus, the world is dead in sin and darkness waiting for the 
redemption of our own sin. It's also a time when the church gathers remembering that Jesus died on the cross waiting 
for what would come next. The first Christians still not understanding what was happening, waiting, thinking they were 
going to find Jesus still in the tomb. And as we gather tonight, relight the new fire and proclaimed the light of Christ has 
come into the world and that small light from the Pascal candle shines forth into the dark. 

Then we began to hear the Old Testament lessons of God's salvation and we could have more if we want it to be here 
longer, all night long, like the vigils used to be. We're not going to do that tonight. But it's meant to recount the pivotal 
moments of salvation history beginning with creation and the power of God to bring forth his creation. The Exodus and 
the delivering of God's people by which they cross over out of bondage into freedom. Then you hear from the Prophet 
Isaiah with the invitation of God to come. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry come without money and receive this 
feast of the Lord. All of these things show the power of God. And as we sit in darkness, witnessing those powerful 
events, we know that the world is still waiting. Even in the midst of those pivotal moments of the salvation story, the 
world is still waiting for the light of the world who will change and transform everything forever. 

And then the service radically shifts as the lights come on, and we proclaim that Jesus is risen and that visual shift as 
Jesus burst forth, his light dispelling all darkness, trampling over sin and death forever on our behalf, 

And so the liturgy brings us into that transformation moment because everything changed that first Easter morning, 

If this Gospel passage said on the first day of the week, the women took the spices they had prepared, went to the 
tomb, they anointed his dead body. And that's the end of the story, 

That's how it would have ended if he was still in the tomb and they would have left sad saying, well, we followed a guy 
who we thought was God, but we got it wrong. Let's go back about our business. But the tomb was empty and it 
changed everything because with the empty tomb, Jesus not only paid the debt of sin on the cross, but he had defeated 
death itself, the penalty of sin. And because he rose so are we invited into new life with him. That's made possible with 
the power of God that's demonstrated that first Easter morning. 

That's why with joy we cry out Alleluia, he's risen. 

That nothing then that Satan has to throw at us that sin and death had for us has any hold on us any longer. So you see 
how the liturgy itself, the church has tried to bring us through those stages of longing and waiting and watching for the 
power of God and finally to see his son pay our sin debt and set us free from sin and death because he's risen.That 
changes everything for us. 

And it must not be just a nice story that we remember at this time of year and whether their family gets together and 
we say, Oh yeah, we remember Easter, isn't it pretty? And we take our family photos and have dinner. We should do all 
of those things remembering that Christ changed our life forever. That's why we're here celebrating, again if the tomb 
was full, we wouldn't be sitting here. There'd be no story to tell, but we have to see in our own lives because the tomb is 
empty everything changes for you and for me because he is risen so will w, is the promise of Jesus that he will return 
again, will usher in a new creation and we will be raised to him to live in that new creation where sin and death are no 
more and there is nothing that separates us from God at all. We won't be struggling with the things that we still struggle 



with now while we wait for that final fulfillment, but that ought to give us motivation and joy right now that reality is the 
victory has been won. It's not a question mark where we have to scratch our heads and say, well, I really hope he pulls 
through in the end. The resurrection is proof that what he says is going to come true, will come true. And He is who he 
says he is. And for you and for me, we ought to be joyfully giving thanks each and every single day because even on the 
day we faced our worst, he has risen from the dead and has triumphed over everything and our place with him is secure. 

And so every Easter, every Sunday really is a celebration of our victory in Christ because of what he has done. And each 
of these accounts that we heard proclaimed, proved to us and show us the power of God to save his people, to bring us 
to him. And it should prove to us that he doesn't abandon us just because we were not following what he wanted us to 
do, rather the Bible accounts over and over again, God searching for his people and thanks be to God. We've responded 
to that call. We are here to give thanks for what Jesus has done. And I pray that none of us will take it for granted and 
that we really will grasp today the power of God to transform our own lives and recognize what was done. And then may 
we give thanks that when they went to the tomb, they found it empty just as he told them. 

And that victory is ours now today. So we meet, we praise him for that first Easter morning. May we praise him for the 
reality that the power of God changes and transforms us daily. And may we joyfully rest assured that our place is secure 
with him. And no matter what we face, he will be with us. And no matter what we face the power of God to transform 
our lives and to overcome whatever we're facing, that battle has already been won and the victory is already ours. So 
may the Holy Spirit lead us and guide us on our journey and may have Risen Lord strengthen us, that we might follow 
him each and every single day. 

Let us pray.  Father we thank you again for your faithfulness to us, but again and again, you called us to return to you. 

We thank you for the power that we have seen in your son, Jesus. We thank you for the empty tomb. And may our eyes 
and our hearts come to see you more clearly each and every single day. And May your Holy Spirit change and transform 
us, that our lives might be lived to your honor and glory. For all honor and Power and glory is yours. We thank you and 
praise you, Jesus for your victory and with grateful and thankful hearts we come before you today. In Jesus we ask all 
this in your precious and holy name. Amen. 

 


