
 

190419 Fr. Neal Longe Good Friday 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

As we discussed some on Palm Sunday, there is again, as we get to Good Friday, that tension between the recognition of 
our participation in the events by which Jesus offered himself on our behalf. That coming to terms with our sinful nature 
and our need for a redeemer. While at the same time thankfully we know the rest of the story and so on one hand we 
have the solemnity and the limitation of the fact that it was for us that Jesus took upon himself and endured what he 
experienced on Good Friday. While at the same time, we know the freedom that is ours that was won by that sacrifice. 
And it's that emotion that gets caught up as we heard the Old Testament prophesy in Isaiah talking about what the 
Messiah would endure and how he would be beaten and then spit upon and he was mocked and he was pierced for our 
transgressions. For mine and for yours and for the sins of the whole world. 

Then like a lamb, we're told, he was led to the slaughter, opening not his mouth. Even in his encounter with Pilot that we 
heard in the Gospel. He could have ended at all in the snap of his fingers and called down all sorts of legions of angels to 
end it. He could have told Pilot what he wanted to hear, but Pilot goes on and on and Jesus hardly makes any argument. 

Either quoting scripture or saying, well that's what you say about me. That's what you said. You know, when we have to 
think, if it was us, we'd be screaming all the way through the process, not guilty. You've got the wrong person. I have not 
done what you said. 

But silently he goes, as he knows, is his mission to make that sacrifice for you and for me. So on the one hand, we ought 
to be heartbroken at our participation that our sinful nature required that kind of sacrifice from God. That emotion 
ought to be evoked in us on Good Friday. That our participation, that it wasn't for all of those people long ago or our 
really sinful neighbor that we don't like. Maybe Jesus had to die for them, but I'm pretty okay. No for us, he endured 
that. That ought to cause us to think a little bit, to take heart to understand our role in what Jesus endured. Well, at the 
same time, we can't forget the good news that the letter to the Hebrews was writing about today as well. The rest of the 
story, that because of that sacrifice, we are confident that our sins are forgiven, that we can enter the sanctuary of God 
by the blood of Jesus Christ. As we talked about yesterday, that image of the blood being put on the door posts, that 
was the old testament lesson in us being covered by the blood of Christ. That because of that sacrifice then, we can 
enter into the presence of God and that we know that the entire sin debt was taken care of as Jesus said, it is finished. 

That as the Epistles go on and on to remind us is that he paid that sacrifice once for all and that there is no longer a need 
for repeated sacrifice day after day after day, trying to make atonement for sin because it's been made once for all. Yes, 
in the gruesomeness of that Old Testament prophecy, in the gruesomeness of all that Jesus endured as the sin of the 
whole world is laid upon him. 

But it's also a day in which we celebrate the fact that it's finished. The sin that is paid forever and because of his shed 
blood, you and I can enter into the presence of God. That that is made possible. We don't have to question that any 
longer. That by his wounds we are healed. And so it's that tension that that's going to come back and forth throughout 
the whole service. It happens in the reading that happens in the passion. It will happen in the prayers. It happens in the 
veneration of the cross as in one hand were sorrowful and on the other hand joyful for what's been done. That we didn't 
have to pay. No that's the work of Jesus on our behalf. So as we gather here today, it's a commemoration then we don't 
just sort of recount the bad and say, oh, wasn't it a such a horrible day. But we remember the love of God for us by 
which he would do this for us. Let while we were sinners, while he was being mocked, while wrongfully accused, he 
offers himself for us. 

So let us on the one hand, reflect on our role in that event, our need for a savior and at the same time throughout the 
rest of this service be giving thanks to Jesus for the sacrifice that he's made. That my debt and your debt is paid. And 
because of that forever we never have to worry if we can enter into the presence of God. That on that hill as the blood 
of Jesus was shed, as the Gospel says, the veil was torn in two thereby breaking down that separation from which God 
dwelled on the other side of the veil in the holy of holies and the people had to stay far away. That was torn. That 
separation was no longer needed because of the sacrifice Jesus made on our behalf. 

 



 

So we come with repentant hearts, sorrow for our sin, and giving joy for Jesus, that it's his blood that sets us free. That 
covers those sins, and that we can come to him daily and begin again and enter into the presence of God. No longer 
separated by that veil, but joined with him forever in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 


