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Let us pray. Most loving, gracious Father on this blessed and holy night, we pray that your Holy Spirit would open our 
hearts, that we might hear your voice. 

That our eyes might see Jesus and the example that he's given us, and that your spirit would empower us to faithfully 
respond. May your word be spoken and your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Amen. 

There are many images that should be striking to us as we heard the readings tonight proclaimed. Certainly the first of 
which as we heard the old testament lesson as the Jewish people were instructed to mark the doors with the blood of 
the lamb. 

And where the blood was marked, death passed over the household. We who have heard the Christian story, it should 
be striking to us that for us it is the blood of Jesus that marks us by which then we are freed from the penalty of sin, 
which is death. 

Then we have also the image of Jesus at the last supper as he eats the Passover meal with the disciples and that image is 
brought to us in the epistle reading and then the gospel passage. And in the epistle reading what we see is Jesus makes 
several shifts in what would have been what their expectation was of the Passover meal. It was not normally part of the 
Passover meal for the host to stand up and say, this bread is my body, which is broken for you. This is the cup of my 
blood shed out for you. That is not part of the traditional Passover meal, but it was Jesus making a shift in what would be 
the new reality for them moving forward and what is our reality every time we gather at this altar. That you heard that 
message that do this in remembrance of me. We say that every time the Eucharist is celebrated and our coming 
together to partake of that meal is to make present what Jesus has done for us, that he is present with us and we with 
him and that we receive his body and blood to strengthen us for the journey. 

That shift that was made that first Passover before his crucifixion. And then we see certainly a dramatic shift as we hear 
the gospel passage proclaimed that you have this image Jesus knowing full well what's to come. The disciples still kind of 
confused as to what's going on and getting bits and pieces of it here and there, but they're still not putting it all together 
understanding what Jesus has told him exactly what's going to happen. And you would think, well, if that's us in that 
scenario, we would probably take that opportunity for everyone to wait on us hand and foot and pamper us because we 
know we're going to die and so this is your last chance to be with me, so take care of me. That would probably be our 
reaction. But Jesus, knowing full well what he is going to do makes a dramatic statement as we hear the gospel passage 
say that he knelt down to wash the feet of the disciples. 

Now this is always somewhat foreign to us because it's not a daily custom and where we're not walking around the dirt 
roads in our sandals and whenever we would come to somebody's house, the servant would wash the feet of those 
people coming. The only time we do it is once a year at the service. So it's somewhat foreign for us, but we have to 
understand this status that Jesus is taking in this action. Because here you have the incarnate word of God, the eternal 
son kneeling down before the disciples to become the servant and wash their feet. And Peter's initial reaction is 
probably the same that we would all say, well, you've got this reversed again, Jesus, you cannot wash my feet, I should 
be washing your feet and serving you. And he's reminding them again and you don't understand this is but a 
foreshadowing of what is to take place as I will give myself completely as a servant paying your debt and taking on the 
sin of the whole world. And He gives that example of servant hood and then he doesn't say, well that will make for a 
nice story. Let's wrap it up. He says, you must do this also. I had given you this commandment in which he says is new, 
but it's not new. That you have love for one another. 

And as he gives this commandment, then he's saying, if you say that you want to follow me, then you must take the 
same place and be the servant of anyone that comes in your path, Not just serve your friends who you really like the 
way that you want and the days when you invite them over. But how is your service for the person that annoys you the 



most, that's when it's really put to the test. That person that really gets under your skin, would you be caught on your 
knees washing their feet? Taking the place of a servant to that one who we may feel in our humanity doesn't deserve it 
and hasn't earned it because that's exactly the example that Jesus gave and then as the gospel passage ends, he says, 
this is how people will know you're my disciples now because you have a Saint Ann's sweatshirt or membership card or a 
bumper sticker or you wear a cross jewelry? All these things that we, we have as identifiers which are all good in and of 
themselves. But if we have those identifiers but not service, we're not proving what Jesus has called us to and if we 
didn't have all of those things, what the world should see is radical service to the one the rest of society says doesn't 
deserve any service. 

That would cause people to take notice. When we do that, then people say, well, what's up with you guys? Why are you 
worrying about so and so? Do you know how he's treated you? Why are you responding that way? 

And then that's the time when we say, because of what Jesus has done for me, he came to serve me and he gave his life 
for me and he says, if you want to show the world that you belong to me, go and do likewise. And in fact if we took a 
survey and said, well, who would like to serve Jesus? Well, everybody's hand goes up and we're always asking that, well, 
how can I serve God? How can I serve God? 

I think Jesus would say to us, well, how are you doing being a servant to others? 

Not always easy, certainly, but thankfully Jesus also said, the Holy Spirit is going to come and be with you, but you don't 
do this on your own. But this is the radical life of a follower of Jesus. This is what we must do with one another and with 
the rest of the world to go and to serve. Jesus said a new command. He didn't say, it'd be nice if you guys got along after 
I'm gone. Try to tolerate each other and talk nice and send Christmas cards once a year. No, he said love one another 
and do it this way. This is the demonstration. You don't have to figure out, you know, sometimes we scratch our head 
and say, I wonder what the Bible means. You don't have to think about it here. Jesus says, this is what it means. It looks 
like this. You want to serve God, take the lowest position and serve others. 

That's the call and God will see that and we don't have to worry about maybe nobody else recognizes it. We don't get 
any awards. The paper doesn't take our picture. All these things that we look for, but God sees that and that's what 
Jesus is looking for and he calls us to do likewise. And that's why as uncomfortable as it may be to come forward for the 
foot washing that we invite you to do so. 

Because this is a liturgy in which we make tangible these spiritual things. And so your act here, even if you're 
uncomfortable, is saying, I will come as a servant and I will sit in that chair and let someone else serve me. 

And I think we have to do both of those because we need to be served and we need to serve. We need one another and 
we're to be there for one another. And so this act here once a year makes tangible for us the discomfort of being the 
servant to getting down there to putting yourself in that place. It's a way to enter into this reality in a tangible way. 
That's what liturgy does for us throughout the year. That's why we do these things, not just because they look pretty and 
it puts on a good show and we say, Oh, wasn't that nice? It's supposed to all be every week a tangible way by which we 
take hold of these spiritual realities and truths that we talk about week after week. 

So in light of that, I hope tonight we'll recognize the fact that it's the blood of Jesus that is going to set us free. That Jesus 
has changed everything at that last supper and that he invites us to serve one another as a demonstration of our love for 
him. And may we remember that daily, may we give thanks for what he has done and may our lives be an outpouring to 
one another and those we may not even know yet. A life of service so that in seeing us, they see Jesus and come to 
receive what's been done for him. May we enter into that tonight and never forget the great gift and sacrifice that Jesus 
has made coming to be serving, to give his life as a ransom for me and for you. 

Let us Pray. Lord Jesus, we thank you for your sacrifice on our behalf and for the example you have given us. We pray 
that the power of your Holy Spirit would lead us daily to live this out. May we with zeal take upon us, a life of service not 
for our honor and glory, but for yours and so that others might be drawn to you. May Our lives be lived to your honor, 
into your glory. Jesus we ask this in your precious and holy name. Amen. 


