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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

please be seated. 

Today as we celebrate the Sunday of the Passion Palm Sunday, we hear proclaimed perhaps the longest continuous 
reading of scripture that we have throughout the entire year. 

And in the midst of that the scripture, I think clearly tells us what is happening. And so I'm not going to spend a lot of 
time this morning retelling you what the scripture says, because when we have this continuous reading, I hope what you 
found as you were hearing that proclaimed that you were hearing exactly what was taking place and why. And I'm 
certain most of you don't need me to tell you what happened and why because of what we've just heard. What I do 
hope that you perhaps notice and have felt so far in the liturgy is we have really pushed together this emotional roller 
coaster of both the triumphal entry of Jesus and this reading of the passion. And in some ways it may feel, and I hope it 
does a little unsettling, as if we're working through which one are we supposed to be feeling? Are we supposed to be 
feeling the triumphal entry of Jesus by which we waive the palm branches and scream Hosanna blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord or are we supposed to be feeling the emotion of Good Friday by which we cry out, crucify him, 
crucify him, 

And the answer is yes. The liturgy was designed intentionally, and I was talking about this with the priests at our Bible 
study on Tuesday, that up until the 1979 prayer book you just had Palm Sunday and the gospel that was proclaimed in 
the parish hall about the Triumphal Entry of Jesus was the gospel of the day. And in the liturgy of the 79 prayer book, 
what has happened is the liturgy of the palms, we hear about that Triumphal entry and the Gospel proclaimed in the 
midst of the liturgy is the passion, which we will remember on Good Friday. And we think, well, why did they switch 
those two together? And what I think as we move through this week of Holy week, and I hope you're able to join us for 
all of the services by which we really enter into what's taken place, is this week is a demonstration of the love of God for 
his people and the power of God over sin and death. 

And what hopefully that discomfort that you may be feeling in the liturgy so far should make us uncomfortable. Because 
what we have to come to grips with is as we began that triumphal entry and the crowd is yelling, Hosanna, Hosanna. 
And as we even hear that word, Hosanna sometimes, and we talked about this at Bible study and I had not remembered, 
that that translates save us now. And so that crowd is thinking, here comes the Messiah who will get us out of this 
political mess and become our king right now. They're not just saying Hosanna like hip, hip, hurray, like the cheer of the 
day that meant something. And they were expecting a triumphant king who was going to deliver them from this 
oppression. And so with joy, they were welcoming in Jesus. But what's makes us uncomfortable is that within ourselves, 
we at the same time have moments of obedience to what Christ has asked. We have moments of cheering his triumphal 
entry and recognizing him as Messiah and King. We have moments of misunderstanding as they did what he's come to 
do and whether we like to admit it or not, that same heart inside of us cries out away with him, crucify him, crucify him. 
Because we have plenty of times when we choose to do our own thing and walk in our own way and that our sinful 
nature draws us away from Jesus. And that's the tension of today, that within ourselves lies all of that mess. The ability 
to say, here is the king of kings. Blessed is he? And at the same time, we cry out away with him. That should make us 
unsettled. But as we sit with that, it's in the midst of that human condition that this very week exists. That Jesus knew 
that. He knows that we have both of those inside of us. And in the midst of that, he walked the road that we recount this 
week. 

So let us take a moment and let that sit with each of us, that we can ask God to show us both of those sides of us and 
that we can understand it. In the midst of that, this week shows how much God loves you. 

That with both of those in your heart, we move to Good Friday. We move to his victory of Easter. But the sacrifice he 
makes, he makes for you and for me in the midst of on one hand us cheering him on as the king of kings and on the 
other hand our rebellious side, which says, I'll do my own thing, Jesus, away with you., crucify him. May we never forget 



what God has done for us and let us just take a moment to look at our own lives and our hearts and to give thanks to 
him for what he's done in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 


