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Let us pray, 

Most loving and gracious Father we give you thanks and praise for this day for your presence here among us and in our 
lives. And we pray that your Holy Spirit would open our hearts, that we may hear your voice this morning. May your 
word be spoken and your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

In today's Gospel passage we have this encounter where Mary anoints Jesus'. And in some ways this reading can seem 
kind of odd to us about, well, what's going on here? 

And well we really need to come to recognize is the action of Mary is demonstrating her understanding of who Jesus is 
and what he's come to do as he is anointed in anticipation of his burial, where he will make the sacrifice on our behalf. 
That she's acknowledging that he is the Messiah. And we have to understand what has happened in this encounter as 
she uses this perfume, which you have to remember cost a year's wages to buy. This is an extravagant gesture, a costly 
gesture fit for who Jesus is. And it's that that response that Mary acknowledges, well this is what he’s come to do. He is 
the Messiah. It's that response that Paul's talking about as he writes to the Philippians. That Paul certainly understands 
who Jesus is and what he's done for us. Those two things tie together and we're going to spend our time this morning 
looking at what Paul is saying to the Philippians as a response to who Jesus is and what's been done for us. Because we 
have to hear these readings remembering as we've moved through these Sundays of Lent, now at the fifth one, that 
we've had over and over again, the message return to the Lord. Turn from your sin that which separates you, return to 
the Lord. The Lord is waiting for you with open arms. Then you'll find a loving God waiting for you to return and all of 
this has made possible through the sacrifice that Jesus makes on our behalf on the cross is how that repentance is made 
possible. In Sunday after Sunday, we've recounted that message. Return now to the Lord. Wait no longer, the debt has 
been paid. Come and receive what's been done for you. And that's the same message as Paul writes to the church. And 
in this section of his letter to the Philippians, he is fighting against the Judaizers of the day, which say that if people want 
to follow Jesus, they must become Jews first and they must be circumcised and they must keep every letter of the law 
that was handed down to Moses and they're missing the point of the freedom that exists in Christ. 

That it's not the law that's going to save you, which is what Paul is fighting against. It's not these external things that 
you're going to do. It's what Christ does on your behalf and the faith that you have on the inside receiving him that is 
going to make you right with God. That's what Paul trying to get us and them to understand. And as he's talking about 
this, he says, well, you know, you guys are all for this works thing and what you gain in the flesh and in the natural and 
what you can see in your human experience, that's where your focus is. And if that's the case, well let me tell Ya, I've got 
that part nailed is what Paul is saying at the start of this passage that we heard because of, well, if he says, if anyone has 
reason to put confidence in the flesh, well I've got more than you because look at my credentials. I was circumcised on 
the eighth day exactly as I was supposed to as the people of Israel, the chosen ones of the tribe of Benjamin, a kingly 
people by which the first king of Israel came. A Hebrew of Hebrews in regard to the law, a Pharisee. 

I kept everything meticulously of the law. I've got you guys beat, as for zeal, persecuting the Church. As for legalistic 
righteousness, faultless. Now when we first hear that, we may think, well, why is he spending all this time bragging 
about himself. And he does so not to point to that, but to say, look, if you're looking for what should get you credit in the 
natural, it would seem that I have it covered, I got you beat. If that's where we're going to put your hope. But let me tell 
you something. Whatever profit I was to gain, I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more I consider 
everything a loss compared to the surpassing of knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 
consider them rubbish that I may gain Christ and be found in him. He's saying all of that doesn't matter. It's of nothing. 
It's of no use for what I need to get right with God. Because all of those things in the natural by which we would look at 
Paul's life and say, well, if anybody's going to be close to God, this Paul, he's got it all nailed. He's doing all the things that 
we can see on the outside that looked good, but he's saying that's nothing. I count it all as rubbish because it's not what 
counts to get us right with God. And that's important for us to hear because we can often spend our whole Christian 
journey sort of working our way into God's favor and we think if I do one more thing, then God might like me or I want 



to keep God on my good side so I'll volunteer for these two more things so that I can say to God, look at my list. Do you 
see all of these things I am doing? 

And Paul would say, if that's where your salvation is based you're missing the point and you're going to be sadly 
mistaken. But rather we're justified before God, through faith in Christ based on what he has done is what Paul is saying. 
That's what's most important that were found in Christ. As he says, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ. That's the foundation of the Christian faith is that we don't get 
there based on what we've done. That is not how we stand right before the Father. Thanks be to God. Because if that 
were the case, I wouldn't want to stand there because there's nothing we can bring. You know that's the gravity of the 
predicament without Jesus that we have to understand that without him, what is it that we think we can present and 
stand before the Father that should be sufficient to pay the sin debt. 

What can we bring? I would challenge even on our best day I don't want to go with that. I'm sorely lacking even on my 
greatest day, not to mention the worst day. But that's not where our righteousness comes. That's the good news of the 
Gospel, that we're made right before God because of what Jesus did. And you're right before the father because you've 
said yes to Jesus and that your righteousness is his, imputed to you, that the Father gives you credit and the credit for 
what Jesus has done. That's how we're made right before God, not by working away, work, work, work, work hoping to 
appease God and keep them happy long enough. That's not how the Christian journey works. 

And Paul says, I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings 
becoming like him in his death. And so somehow to attain the resurrection of the dead. 

He's saying that, that that's what counts. This relationship is what matters. And I want to know him and the power of his 
resurrection. And the good news is the power that raised Jesus from the dead will raise us to a new immortal body to 
live with him in the new creation when Jesus returns again. And in the interim, the power of the Holy Spirit resides with 
us to strengthen us, to lead us, and guide us to change and transform us into the image of Christ here and now, to walk 
with us in the interim, as we wait for that day when Jesus returns again and were raised again and live with him in the 
new creation. 

That will surpass what we can even imagine is to come and dwell with him forever. That's what we're waiting for. But in 
the interim, the power of Christ is working in you right now. The Holy Spirit resides with us right now to be with us, and 
that's that tension that Paul talks about is he says, well, not that I've already obtained all this. He knows that in some 
way he has it now, but still not fully. That there's a fullness of things to come, but he's got a foretaste now. He's not 
saying, well, I hope somehow I might get this resurrection, as if he's doubting. He has full confidence, that he will be 
raised with Christ as Christ promised, and he knows right now I don't have it fully, but I know the promise of Christ to be 
fulfilled when he returns again. And I know that my sins are forgiven and I know that he walks with me right now, but 
what does he say? I press on to take hold of that which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 

And that's part of the Christian journey. That's where we get confused sometimes where we think the things that we're 
doing are going to sort of keep God happy and please him enough that he might let us in the door of heaven, that is not 
how Christianity works. But because of what Jesus has done for us, then there is a new life that's to be lived here and 
now. That means there is stuff to do, but we live that out, not to pacify God so that he doesn't zap us out, but because 
he loves us because of what Jesus has done because the holy spirit lives in us. Then we seek to live a life patterned 
according to being shaped into the image of Christ here and now, recognizing that we will be raised to a completely 
transformed life. Where sin and death or defeated forever in the new creation but here and now we labor for the Lord. 

That's what Paul's saying. That's that pressing on. Not to earn our salvation, but because you're saved, your life needs to 
be changed and transformed. The Holy Spirit wants to put to death, all of those sinful things in us and begin that process 
of sanctification, which will be fully realized when Jesus returns again. But here and now it begins. We press on towards 
that goal that we know is coming. And in order to do that, Paul says, one thing I do, forgetting what is behind and 
straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called me. That's that 
Christian journey. And this is important for us because we have to ask ourselves, how much time do you spend living in 
the past, reliving the past sin and the past way that you failed and the past hurt that you've had and the past this. 



And we live there and it can, it can paralyze us and completely consume us. And we live in this past. But what Paul's 
saying is forget all that and move on. And the good news of the Gospel is we get to do that each and every single day, 
we can wake up and we don't have to say God each morning, well, Neal, let's review the last 39 years and all the ways 
that you're screwed up, and we'll go over that every day. That's not how God operates. But we live back there and we 
say, well, I can't do this because, oh, you know that one thing happened when I was 20 or this thing happened in my 
marriage 10 years ago, or oh, this financial thing happened in the past, and, and that disqualifies us from doing anything 
and it becomes our identity. We just live in that place. And Paul says, press forward. Forget it. It's all taken care of. Press 
forward with Jesus and what lies ahead and think about how our lives look different. If every day that's your focus and 
mine, what's to come today and tomorrow, Lord, and I don't need to stay back here. That's freedom. That's a whole new 
beginning that's waking up each day and saying, well, where's today heading, Lord. 

Not Oh, woe is me in the past. 

Thanks be to God. I get a new way to press on, and that's what Paul saying. Make that your goal. Make that your focus 
each morning to say, where are we headed today? Jesus. Thankfully I have a new beginning today. I know where we're 
going. Pressing on to this day when you're going to come again and all will be set right and in the interim, walk with me 
and I will walk with you because we know who you are Jesus. We know what you've done for us. We have new life. Stay 
close to that and may we never get to that place where we think look at my life don't I have the credentials in the list to 
show to God? That's what Paul says. Be careful when you're saying things like that because there's nothing we could 
bring to the table. We've got to be honest about that. The only chance we have is to say, I've received Jesus. 

I've said yes to him and thereby stand before God, righteous in Christ, receiving what he did, not working your way. And 
because God's done that may our lives be transformed to his image. May we live for him each and every single day. And 
may we forget the past and press on to the glorious life that Jesus Christ has won for you and for me, that's the good 
news of the Gospel. And thanks be to God that's been done for us in Jesus Christ. 

Let us pray. 

Father, we give you thanks and praise for the gift of your son, our Lord, the Messiah through whom all our sins are 
forgiven. We thank you that we have received his righteousness and that as we stand before you today you see him and 
not our sins. 

Help us to move on from the past and live a new changed and transformed life, pressing on to the glorious life that 
you've won for us. 

And with grateful hearts may our whole life from this day forward, be lived to your honor and glory. Jesus, we ask this in 
your precious and holy name. Amen. 

 


