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Let us pray, 

Oh, loving and gracious Father, we give you thanks and praise for this day. For your abundant blessings upon each of us. 
And we pray that your Holy Spirit would open our hearts this morning to hear your voice. May your word be spoken in 
your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Today's Gospel passage certainly illustrates the theme that has been ongoing since the start of Lent, that calls for us to 
return to the Lord. And it illustrates the fact that when we desire to return to God, what we find is a loving God with 
arms wide open. And in this section of Luke's Gospel, we hear that the tax collectors and the sinners were all gathered 
around Jesus and the Pharisees were complaining, as they like to do, because Jesus was welcoming the centers and 
eating with them. And in response to that Jesus in this section of the Gospel then tells three different parables to their 
complaining. And what we don't have before. We have this parable of the lost son. He tells the parable of the coin that 
was lost and the widow who swept the house to find the lost coin. And before that he tells the parable of the lost sheep. 
The shepherd who has one who was lost would leave the 99 who are safe to find the one who was lost. And I think it's 
important that we recognize where we have three parables that speak powerfully to the fact that it's God's desire to 
seek after us, that he is the one longing for the return of the lost and will really stop at nothing until all are found and 
have the opportunity to return to him. That's what all three of the parables illustrate. 

And here as we look at the parable of the lost son, it is no different. And we hear the setup of this story that the son has 
asked for his inheritance before the father has died and says, give it to me now I want to go do my own thing. And he 
goes off and finds himself to be in a bad way. And in that state realizes that those, even the hired slaves, the hired hands 
in his father's presence are better off than where he is at now. 

And so we hear that he rehearses this big speech, that he's going to give and hopes that his father will have enough 
mercy on him to hire him as one of his hired hands. And then we have to see what happens here because it's so 
important. So finally you know, we're not told in the parable how much time has gone by, but it's enough time to spend 
clearly some sum of money and to find yourself in a bad predicament and for a famine to hit. So it's not like two days 
later, but we don't know how long it's been. Any he finally decides to return to his father and he gets up, he starts to 
make that journey of return. And there's an important verse that we need to hear here. 

That it says, well, he was still a long way off. His father saw him, was filled with compassion for him and ran to his son. 

This is important because number one, it tells us that the father is still looking for the son to return no matter how much 
time has gone by otherwise he couldn't see him a long way off. You get this image of the father longing daily waiting for 
his return and it doesn't say he saw him a long way off and then in his anger sat down waiting with his arms crossed and 
his face scowled rehearsing the lecture that he would give when his son would return. 

The posture of the father is important because many times people have the wrong image of the posture of God who was 
waiting for them to return. 

They picture the old man with the long white beard sitting in his rocking chair with a scowling face and a long list of 
things that he needs to go over that we've screwed up and if that's your image of God who wants to return? 

But If your image of God, which we must proclaim, is one of a father who sees from a distance and runs to meet the one 
who is returning. He didn't wait for him to come, he runs to meet him. Also, something in that culture, which people of 
dignity, did not do, is run, but he doesn't care. 

He runs threw his arms around him and kissed him. 



Essentially the father is displaying action of restoration before the son had said anything. He didn't even get to give his 
big speech that that he practiced all the way home over and over again what he was going to say. But the father beats 
him to it and he's already been embraced by his father. Now he manages to get his speech out after that. 

And he says, I'm no longer worthy to be called your son and what would we expect at this point? You know, because I 
think if this were us and we were the father, what would we be thinking, well, don't expect that you're just going to walk 
back in here and everything's going to be fine and I already gave you all your money, so don't come asking for more 
money. It's about time you get a job and I'm not going to hire you because after what you did, and we would have this 
big long thing about why it would be inappropriate for the son to, even step foot in the house but not so with God. 

He gives this speech and he says, I'm no longer worthy to be called your son. And the father does not say, all right, I'll 
hire you in the mail room for now and you could work your way up and if you do good for five years, we'll talk about it. 
None of that. Which is what we would say. What can we put the person off in the far distance and let them prove 
themselves and earn their way back in. But rather the father says to the servants, bring the best robe, put a ring on his 
finger, sandals on his feet, kill the fatted calf. He's restored him completely to his position and has clothed him like the 
son of the master deserved. This is the complete restoration that happens when we return to God. This is what's so 
about that message of repentance that an angry God does not await us. A loving God awaits who says, here is my son, 
here's my daughter. Restore them to their position. 

And as Paul is writing to the Corinthians, he's reminding them that there's a complete transformation that takes place. 
The old has passed away and the new creation has taken place in Jesus Christ because of what he's done for us. And so 
then as God looks at us, He sees the righteousness of his son. As Paul says to the Corinthians. That's an awesome 
message of restoration and healing and forgiveness that awaits us 

But we also need to look at the other side of this parable is that not everybody is rejoicing. The older brothers not 
happy, he's working away only to hear a party back at the house. And worse than just any party it's for his loser brother 
who took all the money and left him to do all of the work. And we would hope is that the older brother would then say, 
the scripture would say, well, the older brother ran to the house rejoicing that his brother had returned. Well, we know 
if it was us, that probably not be the case either. Right? We would think, what's this? I'm slaving away since he tried it 
off and his party journey and now he's back and we're having a party. Really, I deserve the party more than him is what 
the older brother has to be thinking. Right. And this is a dangerous way to be thinking because we can look around. And 
have you ever thought perhaps as God's working in somebody else's life, well, why do they get that? I went to Bible 
study and they skip. 

And God seems to be doing this in their life. I'm at church every Sunday and such and such happened. Why for them. I 
this, why them. We ask this all the time and the father tries to reassure the son, well, everything I have is yours. 

What do you, what are you complaining about? You know, when we can look at that with somebody's life and perhaps 
we think, well they haven't lived a very good life and then we think, well, so at the last minute they can just say to God, 
sorry, I received Jesus and they get to come in with me who's done all this work my whole life and I was baptized when I 
was a baby and I went to church every Sunday. I did all these things and he gets to come in after he lived like that. Well, 
the good news is, Yep, that's how it works and we should be rejoicing that one who was lost is now found instead of 
trying to be fair, well, how do we fit in the rankings and what's the hierarchy? Now that doesn't mean that we should 
behave likes the younger son and squander what God has given to us presupposing on His grace and mercy. 

It means that we should live actually like the older brother, but without the jealousy. Living for God and trusting in His 
mercy and grace and trusting that when we mess up, we can return to him. And as Paul says to the Corinthians, then 
we're now to be God's ambassadors going out to the rest of the world saying, hey, God's waiting for you to come back 
and a happy God who will run to you and throw his arms around you. Not a God of judgment and condemnation. We do 
know that if you don't repent, if we don't return to the Lord, if we don't receive Jesus, then there is ultimately a 
judgment that will happen when he returns. But the good news right now is that there's a loving God with open arms 
longing for those who have not yet received Jesus to return to him and for us who have said yes to Jesus, to return to 
him daily. 



Every single day we have this opportunity to say, I blew it and we're going to start again. And the loving arms of the 
Father then are thrown around us and we're restored and we begin a new that is the good news of the Gospel and we 
need not get jealous as if there's too much forgiveness that if God uses a on somebody who lived a bad life, he might not 
be able to have any for me. There's plenty of God to go around for everybody. We don't need to worry about this 
comparison in hierarchy, but we do need to rejoice at the extravagant, outrageous love of God that's available to each of 
us and we need to give thanks for that each and every single day and as we gather here week after week, we need to be 
okay saying, here's how the week went God. Here's where I blew it. We confess our sins and we begin again, and then 
we're nourished by his body and blood at the altar, and we say, send us out into the world to do what you've called us to 
do, to be ambassadors for you. To call the world, to come and return to you so that we might never forget that our god 
is a loving father who longs for us to be with him. May we receive his embrace and may we never be afraid to admit our 
failings and return to him. 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly father, we give you thanks and praise for your love, for your grace and your mercy. We thank you that in Jesus 
Christ, we have a new life, that we are a new creation. Help us daily to live for you and to return to you each time we 
fail. Empower us by Your Holy Spirit to be bold ambassadors for the Gospel. that we might share the good news of your 
love with all we can. In Jesus we ask this in your precious and holy name. Amen. 

 


