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Let us pray. 
Most loving and gracious Father we give you thanks and praise for this day. We thank you for your presence in our lives 
and for your abundant blessings upon each of us. We pray that your Holy Spirit would lead us and guide us now. Lord 
may your word be spoken and your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This image that Jesus uses in the Gospel, as he calls attention to the fig tree and tells this parable, throughout scripture 
you'll find that the image of fruitfulness is a sign that occurs over and over again as an example in a demonstration of a 
life lived for God. And so fruitful life, a fruitful tree would be that one who has attached himself to God and is bearing 
fruit for the Kingdom of God. 

And we see then as we look at our own lives during this Lenten season especially, we have to ask that question again. 
Well, how are we doing? Are we bearing fruit for God's kingdom? And Jesus is getting at something important here as he 
gives this list of all these people who are struck down and Paul in his Epistle talks about different types of sinners. And 
what we have to be cautious of when we look at our own lives the easiest thing to do, and the thing we're tempted to 
do most often, is to find a list like this and say, well, I don't have any of those things. So there's those sinners and then 
there's me. And so rather than take an honest look at our own life, we have a comparison with someone whose life we 
believe is worse than ours. 

And we say, well, I'm not as bad as my neighbor Bob, that old sinner. You know, that that's easy to do. You can always 
find somebody you think is worse, you know I'm sure you've heard people say, well, I'm not much in to church or 
religion or things, but I'm a pretty good person and I've never killed anybody, so I got to be okay. And I don't rob banks, 
so there you go. Well, you know, if you're going to pick sort of the most extreme thing that you know you haven't done 
just to get yourself off the hook you're missing the point because Jesus says over and over again, he doesn't say to those 
who are hearing him you're right those were the really bad ones and that's why they're in trouble. But you guys here 
listening, you're okay. That's not what he says. 

He says, but unless you repent, unless you repent over and over again, that he's trying to get them to understand that 
there's a major problem that we all have. And you may not have any of the sins on this list or some other list, but I'm 
sure you got your own list. And so Jesus says, well, unless you repent, you're going to find yourself in the same place. 
You will be separated from God because whether you recognize that yet or not, you are sinful and there's nothing you 
can do to fix it. But Jesus, who was telling them this will be the one who can remedy that. But unless you repent. Now 
repentance requires a recognition that something is wrong and the desire of our heart to conform our ways to what God 
would have us do. That's repentance. Now, first and foremost, this has to be done at that time when we accept Jesus as 
Lord and Savior, there's an acknowledgement of the fact that we can't fix our own problems. And so in saying yes to 
Jesus and being cleansed by the waters of baptism, what happens then is that sin that is paid. Now again, we have to be 
cautious that we don't hear that as repentance being a onetime deal, which we do once. We say yes to Jesus and now 
we just go about our life.  Because the danger then whether we like to admit it or not, is for our human nature to use 
that new freedom as a license to do whatever we want. Well, I've got Jesus so I can do whatever and God's got to be 
okay with it. Well, what's supposed to happen is as a life in Christ progress's, there's a continual need for us who have 
said yes to Jesus who have been washed in the waters of baptism to still look at our lives. 

Because whether we like to admit it or not, I bet there are still some things on your list and mine that need 
transformation, that's not completely done. There are some ways we've spoken and ways we've acted that we know are 
not in accordance with what God desires and do not reflect the image of Christ. Now we don't need to worry that 
because those things have happened since our baptism that we're going to get thrown out of God's kingdom. What we 
do have to do is repent and return back to him and say, I recognize these places. So we don't use one as license to do 
whatever we want, but we also need not despair and be fearful all the time either. You know, that was the danger that 
at one point in church history at no one wanted to get baptized until like two breaths before they died because they 
were afraid they screw it up again and you'd be out. 



So there were all of these, wait till the last minute baptism and have the priest run and baptize you on your death bed so 
you couldn't screw it up. Well, that's not really understanding what Jesus has done either because he wants us to enter 
into that life now and he recognizes we will still fail. We need to acknowledge that. But acknowledging that we'll still fall 
short, it is not freedom to do whatever we want. Paul goes on to say in his Epistle that you can look at these places 
where people have been destroyed essentially by their sin. And Paul says, well, this is an example to us of our need of 
repentance that sin leads to death, is the image that we're supposed to grab onto. So Paul says, well, don't look at that 
and say, well, I'm not as bad as them, so I'm okay. Look at them and recognize that God is saying sin will lead to death 
and repentance is necessary. And more than that, once we are baptized into Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit has been 
poured into each of us. So what Paul is challenging us to understand as he explicitly says that God is not going to test us 
more than we can handle. Now it may feel that way sometimes. And it also says that God will make a way for us in those 
times of temptation. 

Now what gets to be difficult is I think God makes that way, but we don't always see it and we don't always want to take 
it. And why is that? Because sin is more fun, right? That's why we do it. If sin wasn't fun and attractive, we would just do 
everything that God wants us to do, but sin as fun and attractive. So if you have to paths, God may make a way but we 
gotta be looking for that way and want to take it because sin is always going to be shiny and attractive to us. But the 
good news is God is saying, I have given you the power of the Holy Spirit that resides in you, you can say no. He knows 
we won't always say no, but I think it's important to us to understand that we can say no. Every shiny object in front of 
us we don't have to chase. You know, we do have some say in how our lives are lived. And that's important for us to 
understand as a disciple because what we're supposed to recognize, being tempted by something is not the sin. That's 
just our reaction to what's before us. What we do with that either comes from that place where we've spent time in 
prayer, we know what God has called us to do and we choose something different, or they'll be times we don't. But 
when we don't, we have to immediately turn back to the Lord recognizing that. Now, sometimes we've chosen the 
wrong path even before we recognize it's the wrong path. And then later on down the road we say, Ooh, this clearly is 
not where I'm supposed to be let me get outta here. And then there are other times we know full well and we say, I'm 
going to do my own thing. 

And both of those are in need of repentance because Paul Challenges those who he’s writing to right. He says, be careful 
if you think you're standing on your own lest you fall. You know, the danger is when we think we've got our life 
altogether and there's no temptation that will come my way that I can handle and I've conquered this and we get very 
proud and puffed up. That's a recipe for disaster right there. Cause once we think our place is secure and we've got it all 
together, what's happened? We have moved from a reliance on God to saying, I got it all taken care of myself. No need 
for you. I'll take it from here. And that's a dangerous place for us as followers of Jesus. So we have to hear then these 
two messages that are being proclaimed. There's the need of those who have not heard about Jesus to hear that call to 
repentance because without receiving Jesus, sin leads to death and separation from God. 

That's just the way that it is. And then there's the need for us who are followers of Jesus to be able to say, look at our 
lives daily. Are we bearing fruit from the Kingdom of God? There's a reason that if you look in the prayer book, Morning 
Prayer, Evening Prayer, Compline and Mass, all of them contain a confession of sin. And when the Prayer Book was put 
together, the presumption was we're all praying. Morning prayer. We're all praying. Evening prayer. We all pray 
Compline were attending the Eucharist. That's a lot of confession. There's a reason we need that committed confessions, 
right? Because we need to look at our lives. And the good news of Jesus is each of those times morning and in the 
evening and before bed, we can look and say, here's the times I know I blew it. I'm sorry Lord. Give me your strength and 
grace to go on that. 

We need to be honest and look at ourselves knowing that God desires us to do so and then to change and transform us. 
He doesn't desire us to confess and then say, boy, you're horrible. How many times are you going to blow it? You think 
I'm going to give you five chances at this. But rather, each time we confess, what we hear then are the words of 
absolution after that. That through Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Thank you for turning back to me. And your 
Father's open arms have received you again. Go and begin anew, that's the good news for us. So let us never be afraid to 
take a look at our lives. And may we take that pattern daily to say, how did the day go? Here's where I fell short and call 
upon the name of the Lord in those days of temptation and trial. And if we earnestly seek him, then he will make that 
way. And may the Holy Spirit reveal that way out. And when we fail, maybe we return to the Lord. 



Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, we give you thanks and praise for your sacrifice through which we are cleansed. We pray that your Holy 
Spirit would lead us and guide us each day. May Our lives be lived to your honor and glory. Open our eyes that we may 
see the way to flee from temptation when we're in times of testing and trouble may we call upon your name. And in 
those times that we fail, Lord, may we return to you with penitent hearts trusting in your love and mercy. In Jesus. we 
ask this in your precious and holy name. Amen. 

 


