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Let us pray. 

Father we give you thanks and praise that there is power in salvation in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. We thank you 
for the words you have given to us in holy scripture. 

We pray that your Holy Spirit would lead us and guide us during this time of study. Lord may your word be spoken in 
your word received in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

In the Epistle reading where we hear Paul writing to the Philippians and in the Gospel passage there is clearly a lament 
going on by Paul and by Jesus recounting the fact that there is this gift of salvation that's being offered, but there will be 
those who refuse the outstretched hand of God and say no. And that's what Paul as he says to the Philippians, well there 
are, remember plenty of people who are enemies of the cross who are refusing what God has offered to them. But 
remember church, our citizenship is in heaven based on what Jesus Christ has done for us. And it's that same lament 
that Jesus is expressing as he proclaims the fact that God has been desiring to gather the children of Jerusalem. But we 
know throughout history that's been the place where they have killed and stoned the messengers, the profits, and Jesus 
knows all too well that they will refuse his message as well, and he will join the ranks of the profits being put to death as 
he proclaims the Kingdom of God is at hand. 

Now on one hand we can hear those laments and sort of get in a state where we're just sad and depressed all the time 
about the fact that there are people who would refuse the outstretched hand of God. But as followers of Jesus Christ, as 
we gather here, we have to give thanks to God and praise God first and foremost that we have said yes and receive what 
God has offered, but primarily for the fact that there is an outstretched hand of God that you can grasp onto. So you can 
see, we could spend all of our time in a very negative place saying, oh, there's so many people who say, no, every day 
people are refusing. Or every day we can give praise for the fact that God's hand remains outstretched. And every day 
there are people who say yes, and we gather here week after week giving thanks to God for the fact that his 
outstretched hand was given to us and that we said yes. And because of that in the name of Jesus, by that power, our 
sins are forgiven and we have been set free. 

And as we look at that covenant then that God makes to set us free from our sins, there's something important that we 
learn in this pattern of covenant that's laid out for us in this section we have from Genesis. And so we have to 
understand what's going on here so we can understand the covenant that's been offered to us. And we see that God 
says to Abraham that your descendants are going to be as numerous as the stars. And as we look at this covenant, we 
have to ask ourselves first well, what's so special about Abram, why did he get chosen? And the reality you'll find is there 
was nothing special about Abram other than God picked him to use. And that's important because if you look 
throughout the scriptures, you're going to find all sorts of unspectacular people who seem to have nothing special to 
offer that God used to do great things. God did not look down and say, look, there's Abram look at how perfect he is, the 
chosen vessel to do my work. Look, there's Moses, completely blameless, all ready to go, or Jonah or all the figures. 
What you find is ordinary people with strengths and weaknesses with their blessings and their curses with their good 
deeds and their screw ups that God works in and through to bring about his message. 

That's important because otherwise I think we tend to write ourselves off in God's story. And we say, well, I'm nothing 
special. I'm no Abram. I'm no Saint Paul. Well, if you remember Saint Paul was a murderer persecuting the church and 
then God used him in another way to bring forth his message. So all of us have something to bring to the table that God 
can use, should He choose and when He chooses and how He chooses, that's first and foremost. Then God makes this 
covenant. Your descendants will be as numerous as the stars. And then we hear this section of Abraham bringing all 
these animals that the Lord says bring the Heifer and the goat and a ram, doves and pigeons and they sacrifice the 
animals. And what we have to understand is this is an ancient pattern that is being repeated over and over again during 
the time of how covenants are signed into agreement by both parties. How the contract is made. They didn't just go to 
their attorneys and have a document drawn up and signed them. This was the outward sign of that covenant. And so 
they sacrifice all of these animals, which there would then leave a whole bunch of blood around and both parties to the 



covenant would proceed through the sacrifices, sealing the covenant, making the contract, and in many ways saying to 
one another, if I break this covenant, May this be my fate. 

And what is going to be important is as we look at this, who passes through the sacrifice so we have the sacrifice, they're 
all ready to go and does the scripture say and then God walked through with Abram. That is not what the scripture says. 
Then we have a funny verse for about to sign a contract. This says, and then a deep sleep came upon Abraham and then 
we see the symbols of the Lord, the smoking fire pot and the blazing torch they appeared and pass through the two 
pieces. 

And you may be asking then why is that important and I'm glad you asked. That's an important question to ask and it's 
important because what do you think Abraham could do to live up to his end of this covenant with God and never break 
it? What's the likelihood that that would happen? Zero. I can guarantee it's zero and if you're uncertain, we could take a 
survey here and say, how many have ever made some sort of covenant with God and Said, God, I will never do such and 
such again, and then all the hands in the room go up and then if I said, now, leave your hand up. If you never did that 
thing again, and all the hands go down because that's our capability, right? As human beings, we fall short and there's no 
way we can live up to the promises that we make with God and neither could Abram, but what's important for us in 
which should give us joy and comfort. 

God passes through alone because he is the one who is faithful. He is the only one who can live up 100% to the bargain 
and what needs to be held up in the covenant him alone and so Abram's asleep. God passes through saying, I started 
this covenant. I reached my hand to you and I will bring it to fulfillment. Which is what happens as for us as Jesus offers 
himself. That he does completely in the fullness of his humanity everything that we can't do, he is fully obedient and 
fully faithful and fully offers himself. Everything that God requires, he does on our behalf so that when God sees us, we 
get credit for what Jesus has done. God upholds the bargain, not us. Because if it was dependent upon us, we'd all be in 
big trouble, but God is faithful. He will bring it to pass and he is the one that starts it, which is also important for us to 
understand. Because as we talk about how we come to be saved and that we talk about this with other Christians, often 
there's a lot of talking about the decision I made and the day I made the decision and I got that tithe and then I did,I, I, I. 
We forget that if it wasn't first for the outstretched hand of God, there'd be nothing I could do. 

He does it first and we respond. Without his outstretched hand we'd be in the same predicament, dead in our sin 
without any hope. But because he's extended a hand we can grab on and yes there'll be people who don't choose to 
grab on, but thanks be to God we're here because we've said yes. And the good news for us and the reason we need not 
worry and be discouraged is the agreement with God is not dependent upon your performance. Otherwise we'd get to 
Lent and we take a look at ourselves or whenever we do that throughout the year and we say, boy, I've blown it. There's 
no hope. Look at this list of ways that I have screwed this up. God's not going to want anything to do with me. But that's 
just the opposite of who God is. That the outstretched hand of God is always there waiting for us to return and then his 
adoption of us into the family of God, the way we become a child of God is not dependent upon in the end, God's going 
to grade. Look at your report card and say, did you do it right? 

And you either do or you don't and it's all up to you. So work really hard. That being adopted into the family is God's 
initiative. It's his doing and he's the one that keeps it. Now we should not hear that then say, oh great that means it 
doesn't mean I can do whatever I want. It doesn't matter what I do, I've got a free pass. Get out of jail free card. Go and 
live it up. That not what that means. Paul says that over and over again well, should we presume on this grace and just 
live it up freely testing God and doing my own thing by no means. But because of what God's done for us, a new life 
flows out of that. He changes us, he transforms us and we seek to pattern our life based on what God asks of us. Not to 
get credit to get in, but because we've been saved, because he's reached out his hand to us. We want our lives to be 
lived for his honor and his glory and to reflect the image of Christ. We do that out of a response not out of buying our 
way in because he keeps the covenant and there's nothing you can do except refuse to grab his hand that would keep 
you out of his presence. That's the faithfulness of God, thankfully. 

That's why we can come here and say, God, here's all the ways I need to turn back to you and know that he's not waiting 
to close the door in our face and say, well, I already gave you three chances. You're out three strikes. But his arms are 
open continually waiting for us and waiting for the whole world to come to him, and that's why we need to grasp the 



urgency of the message of sharing the Gospel. Because as Paul and Jesus lament, there are people who are not hearing, 
who have not yet said yes to the outstretched hand of God. And it's our job to go and tell them there's a God waiting to 
receive you, not condemn you. Come into his loving presence, receive his outstretched hands, be cleansed by the blood 
of Christ and enter into a new life with him. That's the free gift of God that's not dependent upon them or us. And 
thanks be to God we should sing over and over again that he is the faithful one. He sees this through and any time in our 
life when we're discouraged, remember, it's not about you. God's got it under control. He is faithful and he will bring it 
to completion. All we need to do is turn back to him, grab his hand, and allow him in the Holy Spirit to lead us on our 
way. 

Let us pray. 

Father, we thank you again for the ways throughout the generations that you've called your people to return to you. We 
thank you for your faithfulness and for the way of salvation made possible in Jesus Christ. Teach us day by day what it 
means to be fully adopted into your family, what you have done for us, and empower us Lord, to live the lives you've 
called us to, that our lives may be lived to your honor and glory, that we might reflect your image and with eagerness 
and urgency, may we share the message of this gift that's available, but all those who've not yet grabbed your hand. 
Lord may wereach out to you, may we call upon your name and be saved. We ask all this in your precious and holy 
name. Amen. 

 


