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In the name of the one true God who is God, the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

I love you guys. I was just thinking of something while I was reading the Gospel, cause here's the stained glass window. 
You don't see that so much cause you're looking this way, but I want you to all turn around for a minute and look at that 
stained glass window. That's the ascension of Jesus. You know he's not saying hey goodbye everybody. He's got his arms 
outstretched cause he's telling us that he's going to take us with him. 

All right, I'll throwing a knuckle ball at you today because normally when I'm preaching to you, I tend to use notes and 
speak informally, but today I've chosen instead to read from a prepared text. And the reason for that is because when I 
use notes sometimes I realize afterward I forgot something and I don't want to do that today because I'm telling you 
God really put a lot in my head and in my mind that he wants me to say to you about Lent overall and about this 
transfiguration that we read about today in Luke. I'm afraid the common attitude about the Lenten season in our culture 
in the 72 years and I had been walking around on the planet is that it just isn't a really fun time of the year. Many of us 
were taught that you have to give up something that you like, something you like to eat or drink or do and it's a time 
when you're supposed to kind of walk around looking sad and guilty or both for six weeks. 

For many of us that just isn't a real fun church time of the year like Christmas when they were feasts and parties and 
family get togethers and gifts, fun stuff. This is kind of old cause I wrote, well I don't know how father Neal feels about 
all this cause we've never talked to him about it. Actually we talked about it between masses. We're kind of on the same 
page. But anyway, I wanted to point out, I'm not speaking for the church, but for my part, this attitude that I've noticed 
about how people react to Lent is pretty ridiculous behavior. First of all, God doesn't want us to give up anything. God 
doesn't care if we give up chocolate or beer or steak or anything else to try to impress him. He doesn't want us to give 
up anything he wants us to wake up. 

That is to say he wants us to reflect on the life we're living and how we feel about loving him and loving our neighbor as 
ourselves. He wants us to do more. He wants us to pray more, wants us to read the Bible more so we can get to know 
him better, to learn about him and how he expects us to live and how he wants us to treat others. And there's so many 
extra opportunities to worship him during the Lent season. Stations of the cross, Taize Mass, like that little plug I gave 
you here, which is what? the 23rd well, it's in the bulletin too, I know you all read the bulletin and the holy week mass is 
coming up and all this helps us prepare for Easter and today's Gospel from Luke, a great place to kickstart it, which 
actually begins in three more days with Ash Wednesday, this event on the mountain, it's an important turning point in 
the Bible in Jesus' life and his ministry here on earth and actually in the history of the whole world. Just before this 
event, Jesus had sent the 12 disciples out to spread the word. And when they returned, they gathered together at 
Cesarea Philippi and Jesus asks the disciples, who do the people say that I am? And they answered it. Some said he was 
Elijah, some said he was John the Baptist and some said he was a prophet. And then Jesus hits them right between the 
eyes. He asks them, who do you say that I am? And Peter answered correctly. He told him, I say that you are the 
Messiah, the Christ, the son of the living God. Now at this transfiguration scene on the top of a mountain, Jesus is saying, 
okay, Peter told you a few days ago who I am now I'm going to show you who I am, and notice that Jesus has Peter, 
James, and John with him on this little hike. He takes him up on the mountain to pray with him, pay attention to times 
when these three men are with him because that means something big is about to happen. These three disciples are 
often referred to as the inner circle and when they are with them, something special always occurs and so it does today. 
Jesus appearance changes. His face shines with bright light and his clothing becomes dazzling white, whiter than this 
even. 

Remember that the same thing happened to Moses when he was on Mount Sinai talking with God the father hundreds 
of years earlier with Moses light that made Moses face shine came from outside because he was in God's presence. But 
with Jesus, the shining light on his face came from within because he is God and then the three disciples see Jesus with 
two men, Elijah and Moses, and they're talking about what Jesus is about to accomplish, to go to Jerusalem, to finish his 
mission on earth. He will be, betrayed, captured, put on trial, scourged and crucified only to rise again in three days and 



eventually ascend back to heaven from whence he came and now also pay attention also to this part of the Gospel that 
mentions the voice of God, the father speaking aloud. It's one of only three times in the gospels that God. The father's 
voice is heard. 

The first occasion is when Jesus is baptized in the Jordan by John The baptist. We read in Matthew 3:17 then heaven was 
open to him and he saw the spirit of God come down like a dove and lighting on him. And then a voice said from heaven, 
this is my own dear son, with whom I am well pleased. Now here today at the transfiguration we heard in Luke 9:25 a 
voice said from the cloud, this is my son whom I have chosen, listen to him. And lastly, about a week later after the 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem on what we now call Palm Sunday, some Greeks approached Andrew and Philip and 
asked to see Jesus. So they take them to Jesus where he's talking to a crowd and is again telling him about his death and 
resurrection, which are soon to come about. And Jesus says in John 12:28 oh father bring glory to your name. 

Then a voice spoke from heaven. I have brought glory to it and I will do it again. Some of the crowd said it thundered 
and others said, an angel spoke to him, but Jesus said it was not for my sake that the voice spoke, but for yours. Now is 
the time for the world to be judged. Now, the ruler of this world will be overthrown when I am lifted up from the earth. I 
will draw all men to me. But going back to the transfiguration scene that voice listen to him. This is exactly the problem 
because Jesus has been telling the 12 disciples over and over what's going to happen, that he would be crucified and will 
rise again. That his ministry on Earth is almost over and that they also will be martyred for following him and continuing 
his work, but they aren't listening and they're not understanding. They don't want to hear what Jesus is telling them 
because they want things to go on the way they have for the past three years, and this is where everything changes. 
Jesus is seen alone by himself. Moses and Elijah are no longer seen because they represent the law and the prophets 
and now the profits and the law no longer needed because Jesus has replaced them. He is the new law. 

Jesus leads them down the mountain. They're on their way to Jerusalem where the crucifixion and the resurrection will 
take place and knowing that his end is near Jesus naturally is a little cranky and crabby and short on patience that right 
after our reading today, he heals a demon that the disciples couldn't cast out and he scolds the disciples, but they 
couldn't cast out the demon in the boy and he says, you faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be 
with you and bear with you? Whoa. That doesn't sound like Jesus does it. Well, he's losing his patience and he's nervous 
and you can tell. Then the next few days he will curse the fig tree that isn't bearing ripe fruit. In anger He will overturn 
the tables of the money changers in the temple because they've defiled a house of prayer. He will have verbal scrapes 
with the Jewish scribes and Pharisees and even James and John who were on that mountain and saw and heard what 
happened up there still don't get it. They asked Jesus on the way to Jerusalem to grant that one will be chosen to sit at 
Jesus' right hand and one on his left when he is on the throne, right about then Jesus has to be shaking his head and 
saying, what a bunch of maroons I picked for my disciples. What was I thinking? But maybe we shouldn't be so hard on 
the disciples because remember they were doing on the job training for their job as disciples. They were going through it 
all as it transpired. But us today, what is our excuse that so many of us still don't get it? We've had the benefit of over 
2000 years of teaching and worship experience and we still are sometimes as clueless as the first disciples. For example, 
sometimes I've had people tell me things like, I love Jesus. Now he's always showing mercy and forgiveness and 
understanding and healing people, bringing people back to life, but I don't like the Old Testament God he's always mean 
punishing people and making it rain for 40 days flooding, sending down fire to burn villages and cities, having people 
wiped out for their sins and their wickedness. 

Well, here's a news flash for all people who say that or think that way, Jesus is the Old Testament God. He's been part of 
the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and this has always existed. This God existed before time. Jesus was there at 
the creation in the beginning was the word. The word was with God and the word was God. And as Lisa and Charlene 
often remind us in that great hymn revelation that they sing , a little bird tells me they may be doing that later today. 
Holy, Holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty who was and is and is to come. That's another little plug for you guys. 

This Lenten season. Let us all strive to grow closer to this God who loves us so much that he sent his beloved son to save 
us from our two great enemies, sin and death. Remember, Jesus didn't die on a cross and rise again just to prove he was 
a magician or to bring glory to himself and then return to heaven by himself. He did it with his arms outstretched to 
carry us up there with him to the home that he's prepared for us. He promised that in his father's house are many, many 
mansions and he's gone there to prepare a place for us who believe. His offer still stands, choices is ours. We can say 



yes, Lord, I believe, but we can say no thanks or we can just ignore him. As for Mary Carol and myself, we joined Joshua 
and saying, as for our house, we will serve the Lord. What Is your choice going to be? Amen. 

 


