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Well, I'm very glad to be back with you off today and I'm glad father,and Mrs Longe are having a good time with the 
family and everything else and I guess he'll be back in the saddle tomorrow. So we're very happy for that. And I could 
see that, some people stayed at home at our lady of bed springs with the, with the weather being what it is. And so we 
ask, especially nowadays, because you down here had more ice than we did out in Herkimer. We only had just a little bit 
of ice. It was all melted by the time I could take it right off the window in my hand as a matter of fact. But by the time I 
got the Canajoharie it was kind of dicey a little bit. So then walking out here, as you could tell it was tough. 

So, and especially if you're up on the hills, etc. trying to come down here, believe me. And I usually find out the people 
that come with the longest distance get here, the people around the corner don't. So, but that's all right too. I love these 
readings. The one from Genesis, the one from Corinthians, the one from Corinthians, we use as a very much as a funeral 
readings. How was the dead raised. What kind of body do they come? What a foolish question. Now what a fool you are, 
what you sow, come to life unless it dies. And what you bury is not the body which is to be. Just like a seed. And so we 
look at it and uh, we hear those readings because you see Saint Paul is answering a letter. 

Because people were trying to figure it out. When is Jesus coming back? We even see in other readings that some 
people stop working because they said, you know, why bother going out in the field and plant? Well, he'll be here any 
day. So a sort of like the grasshopper and the ants kind of thing, you know, that old Aesop fable. And so we don't know, 
but we have to take care of things and know when the Lord comes we need to be ready, but we need to carry on our life 
and we need to know what it is to be a good Christian. But yet, even within Christianity, we have to understand that 
Jesus was talking from, and Paul and others were talking from the concept that they only knew one bible. And it's what 
we in the church called the Old Testament. You see there was no new testament in those days. And so when he's talking 
about loving and forgiving, etc. he's talking from the experience of reading the Torah,: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy as well as all of the profits and sages. And loving your neighbor, loving God and loving your 
neighbor wasn't something that Jesus made up. It's right from what we call the Old Testament, the Hebrew Bible. And 
that's why the first story of, of Joseph, I love that story because it's a wonderful story of redemption. It's a story of a 
taking a spoiled brat Joseph who thought he was it, Rachel's son. 

And he was going to tell his brothers what to do. And in the end he got sold into slavery. But Joseph came to realize that 
he was sent there not by his brothers, throwing him down a well, but that God wanted him as an instrument of salvation 
for his family and for many of the people of Israel. And so therefore, you know what we pick up in this reading today is 
when the brothers came before Joseph, knowing him as the grand vizier in a sense of, the man right underneath 
pharaoh in charge of his whole kingdom, very powerful with fear and trembling they came before him where he could 
snap his finger and had anything he wants, including the army's at his command. And all of a sudden he said, I'm Joseph. 
Uh Oh, but he said, no, this isn't time for retribution. This isn't time for hatred, but this not time for an eye, for an eye 
and a tooth for tooth. This is a time for love and for you to realize just as I had to realize that God put me here for a 
reason and that reason is to save my people, my father, my brothers, your families, even to the sheep and the chickens 
and everything else. 

So therefore we understand and looking at that where Jesus would come up with all of these things. Now remember this 
is the third week in a row that we're hearing parts of Jesus' discourse and you know, what is he saying? You know, the 
rich are not this and blessing of the poor and I would dare say some of the poor were saying, I wish I wasn't so poor. 
What's so good about being poor? When I have to figure out what I'm going to have for lunch or dinner, let alone for my 
family. How am I going to pay the rent. Same questions we have this day. And he takes things and he gives us almost 
like, well, like Saint Paul loves to do, because as a Pharisee, he loves to do that. Giving all these lists of things that we 
should be doing and that as a Christian we should be following. 

But understand his listeners were coming at his words from a Jewish perspective. One of you know, if you're doing good, 
you're blessed. If you don't have anything, you did something wrong. If you're not doing well financially, emotionally, da 
da da da da you know, you're on the outside looking in. But the man who was wealthy, remember the story of the 
woman, the widow that came and threw in two pennies. Jesus was there with his disciples trying to teach them, don't 
judge by what you see. He was a people watcher and he wanted his disciples to understand what was really going on. 



They were throwing bags of silver and gold and copper coins and everything else. You could hear the trumpets going dat 
ta da da. Everybody going, wow, look at those wonderful wealthy people. Look what they're doing. Look how they're 
going to build up this building and this widow probably disheveled, probably with nothing, probably giving what she had, 
maybe to be able to go out and buy something for dinner and she threw it into the temple and they're probably saying 
to themselves, what difference differences that make what is one two, copper coins going to buy, how's that going to 
change this magnificent building? 

And Jesus trying to get them to understand the truth of what he was preaching and teaching was that they just tipped 
God. If they gave 10%, they kept 90 they gave from their access, this woman gave from her need from her poverty. And 
so therefore we see things like that. Then all of a sudden it just sort of hit them between the eyes. Ah, didn't realize that. 
And so therefore understanding that, we understand what Jesus is talking about because just understand his reading, his 
teachings are teachings that were right in the scripture but had so been found up and sort of not used. In an average 
everyday experience that uh, instead of the golden rule, it became what today we say do on to others. Before they do 
on to you. Imagine that, do unto others before they do unto you. That's what's the golden rule has turned into today. 
Now hear that reading. Jesus says, I tell you to listen. Love your enemies. What does that mean? 

Well, so and so hated my mother and father. We, we don't get along with those people. Why? I don't know, but my 
grandmother told me they did something years and years ago. But what did they do? And that's it. We carry grudges and 
we carry this, that and the other thing. Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you. Bless those who curse you. 
Pray for those who abuse you. If anyone's strikes you on the cheek, offer the other one too. But that does not mean 
that's something that's really strange. There are people who took that in the early church as if they were to go out and 
look for it. Matter of fact, the early church had to tell people, stop looking to be martyred cause they thought, well, if I'm 
martyred, I'm going right to heaven. 

But instead he said no and if they're going to hit the cheek, don't allow them to hurt you because you are allowing them 
to sin. Think about that. Ever thought about that? Okay, go ahead, hit me, hit me. 

It's a terrible, terrible kind of thing. And yet we know throughout history we couldn't have stopped some, but there 
were others that were looking, looking to be martyrs and looking to be used to looking to be made examples of 
goodness and love. So Jesus is in teaching this just as Paul did with many of his epistles. Held these things up for us to 
work at. He knows that, uh, Jesus knew that as human beings, we have problems. The spirit is willing, but the flesh, 
that's what it's about. So hold these things up and try to attain to them. Let God's grace and helping him lift you up to 
make you a better person, a better Christian, a better human being. So that when, for example, when we walk out those 
doors, we've learned that God has many wonderful possibilities in store for us. That God has us in a real sense, God has 
us as examples, as witnesses of love, of joy, of blessing for what he taught. So we go out that door and then as you have 
heard me say many times, we may be the only Bible people will ever read. Just remember that, they may not pick up 
these pages and go through Genesis to Revelation, but they'll look at you and they'll say, what is it that's so special? 

Why are they so kind? Why are they so giving? Why are they so forgiving? It's because our Lord and Savior wants us to 
be better, wants us to put Christianity, his words, his good news into action and in doing that, prepare for us a place 
eternal in the heavens, but more than anything, make this place on earth better than it has really become. So may God 
bless us, watch over us. Bless this place, It's witness to this community. It has a rich history of outreach and ministry and 
let you be examples. The light in the darkness, the salt that gives flavor, the blessing that this community and those 
whom you see every day and talk every day. Witnessing to Jesus in him as holy name. We pray this Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 


