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I speak to you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 Let's see, some of you have an outline of the sermon I'm preaching today, but some of you do not. If you do not, if you'll 
raise your hand Deacon Alan will bring you an outline. Everyone has one? 

So a few years ago when I retired from regular parish ministry, I started attending other services that were led by 
another priest besides me. And I discovered that if I went to a church service and then I came home and had lunch with 
my wife and took a nap and then got up for dinner and my wife said to me, honey, what was the sermon about today? 
And I said, oh, it was a wonderful sermon. Then she says, well, what was it about? And I say, oh, I can't remember. I can't 
remember and once five or six hours went by and if I took a nap in there, I couldn't remember what the sermon was 
about. And I said to myself, this is a real shame because these clergy put in four or five hours doing a sermon and they 
put it together because they want all the congregation to be helped. And the sermon should be remembered so that 
they can be. So that they can be acted on and help people's lives. So anyway I decided to do this outline here. So I 
encourage you to take it home and put it someplace. And then if your spouse says to you, what did Father Haskell 
preach about then you can say just a minute. I've got it right here. 

Okay. Today I'm going to preach on the Gospel Reading. Today in the Gospel reading is, in this section of the gospel of 
Luke called the beatitudes. There's a section called the beatitudes in Matthew two. In fact Matthew and Luke both have 
the beatitudes, but they're different. They're different. They're eight beatitudes in Matthew. Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Remember those? 
Well, the one in Luke goes like this lesson. Let's make sure I get it right. Blessed are you who are poor. Blessed are you 
who are hungry. Blessed are you who weep. Blessed are you when people hate you, exclude you, revile you spurn your 
name as evil on account of the son of man. These are much direct. The one in Matthew remember says, blessed are the 
poor in spirit. This one says, are you who are poor? Matthew says, blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness. This says blessed are you who are hungry, 

God really wants to take care of people. And so if you're, we'll get into more of this later, but if you're in any of these 
categories, poor, hungry, crying, hated God wants to bless you. And I'll talk about that again. But you should know that 
the Jews, this is turning the Jews in Jesus' Day on their head. I mean it's turning it upside down because the Jews in 
Jesus' day said, said, if you are pious person, if you go around praying to God, if you read the Bible, if you go to the 
synagogue every Saturday, God is gonna bless you. 

If you don't go, if you don't read the Bible, if you don't pray, if you don't go to a synagogue, God isn't going to bless you. 
So we can tell the difference between those people who are reading the Bible, praying and going to synagogue and 
those who aren't. Because those who aren't are going to be run out of money and then people won't like them. And so 
you see, they're kind of the opposite here. But Jesus says this isn't true. He says, if you're poor, if you are hungry, if 
you're crying, if people hate you, God is gonna bless you. Why is that? Because he presumes that you are going to ask 
him. He presumes you're going to ask him. If you are in a tough situation and you go through life saying life is rotten, 
people are rotten, everything's rotten and this is a bad life. How did we ever get in here? Where is God when I need 
him? If you go through life doing that way, it's going to be very hard for God to help you because you're not asking for 
anything. 

There's a verse in the Bible, it's important to remember, and that's in James Chapter four verse two and it says you have 
not because you ask not. You have not because you ask not. God wants us going through the day asking him for things. 

God wants us going through the day, asking him for things. I once said to a person, a person once came up to me and 
told me about the problems he was having with his children. I said have you prayed about them and he says, you know, 
he says God is so busy and there's lots of other people who are needier than I am and I don't want to tie up the 
switchboard. So no, I haven't been praying about it, if God wants to help me, God will help me. But God says, I want you 
to pray to me all the time because that way, he doesn't say this, but this is kind of my translation, that way you will open 
a channel up between me and you and I'll be able to help you. But if you go around not asking me, I can't help you. 



I want you to go through the day asking me for things. And then these things come true. Blessed are you who are poor. 
Blessed are you who are hungry. Blessed are you who weep. Blessed are you when people hate you, that's if you go 
through the day saying, these people are very hard on me, they don't like me. They say I'm, I'm not in their class. They 
say, I smell. Please help me God, if that's what you're doing, God will help you. If you say, Eh, life is rotten. people don't 
like me. God can't get in. You're shutting him out. 

So let's see what we have here. Oh, flip your thing over and we'll do some of the illustrations on the back. 

The beatitudes offer a road map with to a life with God. So tell God when you need money. You know, people somehow 
have in mind the idea that spiritual things are over here and we'll talk to God about my psychological problems in my 
spiritual problems. But when it comes to money, I mean, I know about money, I know about going to work and saving 
money and that kind of thing but God says No. He says, I want you to pray about money. In fact, one of the verses in the 
Lord's prayer is devoted just to money. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

It could be, give us this day, our daily money. Give us, give us the real stuff. Notice that there's a whole verse in the 
Lord's prayer devoted to money. The rest of them have to come under the part about that kingdom come, thy will be 
done, but then give us this day our daily bread. And so God wants to take care of you, but you need to pray about it 
because it's just a spiritual asking that God make you happy. To God to take care of all the people who don't like you. 
Just as much as that is asking God, God wants you to ask for money. Then it says give us this day our daily bread. That 
means asking for your bread for tomorrow. That's too far in the future. 

Why doesn't he want you to ask for bread for tomorrow? Or how about for the rest of this week? Or maybe we'll ask for 
bread for 2019 and, well, God doesn't like that because God wants us to keep asking all the time. And if he gave us all 
the money we needed for 2019 so we were never short, we wouldn't have to ask him again. But what God wants is for 
us to ask him. 

God loves to have us come to him and ask him. So they hear it here at Saint Anne's. You've got Deacon Allen and Deacon 
Mary Carol run a prayer table outside on Monday and maybe some of your help with that. But uh, you see these people 
coming there to come to a prayer table and to get a handout of some food or some clothing. Yeah, you have to, you 
have to be pretty desperate. You don't want to let other people know how poor they are and how desperate they are. 
So they put off coming to the prayer table or asking for some food or some clothing. you think of yourself being with 
those people? 

Being desperate. God wants us to let him know how desperate we are so he can give us what we need. How about, um, I 
once had a church in Syracuse, that was a long time ago. Anyway, I had a church in Syracuse. I was the rector of a church 
in Syracuse and there was a young woman in the congregation who thought maybe God was calling her to be a priest, 
and to go to seminary. But she didn't have any money. She had graduated from Cortland state. She paid off those dues 
by working in a Deli at a supermarket. She was still working at a Deli in a supermarket and she says, I don't have any 
money to go to seminary and my family doesn't have any money. 

What do I do? So I said, well, let's pray about it. So she came in the church after finishing her shift at the local 
supermarket. She came in every, every day, Monday through Friday at three o'clock and prayed for an hour. My office 
was in the basement right underneath the church and I could hear her upstairs praying and singing. And at the end of 
about four months she said, I think God wants me to go to seminary. And he says he will take care of me. 

So she went to seminary and she would call me and she would say, I have got a tuition bill for this semester here for, 
$3,000. And so she said, I'm going to pray till it comes in. So she would pray and I would pray. And she would say, 
somebody just sent me a check for $100 and I don't know who it is. And somebody else sent me a check for $50 and I 
don't know who it is and so forth. And the little pieces of money would come in through the whole semester. And at the 
end of the semester, she would have the $3,000 plus the money for the room and board. 



And that's the way it went for all three years of seminary. She would pray all the time. She'd asked me to pray, she'd ask 
other people to pray and the money will come in. 

See God likes to help. God likes to be asked. 

Any of you see the movie Boys Town with Spencer Tracy? You've got to be older than me, so you don't want to admit to 
that. So the movie came out in 1939, but it's still available, you can still find it sometimes late night television and Boys 
Town with Spencer Tracy. It's about Father Flanagan's boys town USA and Father Flannigan took in all these orphans 
and, but he didn't have any, he was dependent on people sending him money so he could buy them food and put them 
up and that kind of thing. And there's one scene in the movie where the kids all come into the dining hall and they sit 
down at the tables and, there's nothing on the table. And Father Flanagan says I want everybody to get down on our 
knees, there's no food today. So they all got down on their knees and they started praying and a few minutes later there 
was a knock on the door and a guy said I'm the Milkman on the local route here in my truck, just broke down and, and I 
don't have refrigeration and the milk will go bad if I can't get rid of it, would you take care of some cans of milk for me? 

And so then he left in, a few minutes later, another guy knocks on the door and says, says, I'm the bread man on the 
route. And something happened and I'm stuck with a truck load of bread. Would you guys could I give you lots of bread? 

God answers these kinds of prayers. 

So once in the gospels, this man comes up to Jesus. It says he was a rich young man and he comes up to Jesus and he 
says good master. What must I do to inherit eternal life? That's a good question. What do I do to go to heaven, to spend 
time with God, to know that my body isn't just going to go in the dirt? What can I do to go to heaven? And Jesus says, 
you know the commandments you shall not kill. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear 
false witness. And a young man says, all these things I've done since I was little. 

And Jesus say well then what you need to do is to go and sell everything you have and follow me. You see, the problem 
was that this guy sat that he had done enough to go to heaven on his own. He wanted to be able to show up to heaven 
and God says to him, how have you done? And he says, he says, I've done everything you asked and I'm here. What's the 
problem? The problem is that the guy was unaware that he was going through the day breaking God's laws all the time. 
Instead of fixing, instead of fulfilling though thou shalt not kill, Thou shall not steal. He was going through the day 
instead of just killing people he was in, he was neglecting people, insulting people. You think you're doing okay? But God 
says, what does God say? Be Perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

So somebody once asked me to come over and call on them at home. And so at that time I was wearing a black suit all 
the time. So I walked in their house to the black suit and sat down and discovered they had two Persian cat and so these 
two Persian cats would jump on my lap and and walk around me and that kind of thing. And I came out of the house all 
covered with white fur. That's a little like us and sin. We go through the day thinking we're doing okay, but we're picking 
up sins all the time and we don't even know it. So Jesus says, you really haven't made it yet. You need to follow me. 

So if you need to know about going to heaven, you need to remember to ask Jesus for stuff, and you need to follow him 
so that he can clean all the white fur off your dark suit and make you whole and bless you. God wants to bless you. He 
wants to give you everything you need.  Amen. 

 


