
190210 – Fr. Neal longe 

Let us pray. 

Most loving, gracious Father, we give you thanks and praise for this day. We pray that your Holy Spirit would open our 
hearts, that we might hear your voice. May your word be spoken in your word received and the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Please be seated. 

There are a couple of statements that we often make about ourselves, that I think all three of these readings come 
together to make us better understand the answer to those questions and those statements that we make. And the first 
one that we often make is a statement similar to, well, who am I that God even cares about me? I'm just this sinful 
person. We can recount all the ways in which we fall short and then we say, I can't go near God if I'm like that. Then we 
also take a look at ourselves and we hear over and over again, the call for us to labor for God and to bear fruit for his 
kingdom. And the first thing we think is, well, who am I to do that? I don't have this skill and I don't have that skill and I 
don't do this and I do this. 

And we come up with all of the reasons why we're disqualified and it can't possibly be us who God might be calling to do 
anything because, then we fill in the blank. But if you look at all three of these readings I believe they address both of 
those ways that we see ourselves because it's right that as we come into the presence of God, we ought to have the 
same reaction as Isaiah, as Paul, as Peter. What's their initial reaction? Isaiah says, woe is me in the presence of God. 
Peter falls down at the feet of Jesus and says, depart from me for I'm a sinful man. And then you have Paul. What does 
he say about himself? I am the least to be fit to be called an apostle. That there's an understanding from them of those 
sin problems  that they have and the reality of their nature and their need for a savior because they're recognizing on 
their own we dare not enter into the presence of God. Because we bring nothing before him that makes atonement for 
our own sinfulness. And so if you take the all Holy God, which one of us wants to raise our hand and say, I think I'm 
pretty much okay to go before him. 

None of us, right? We would just be back in a way. Maybe I'll just stay over here and not draw too much attention to 
myself. 

And that part's okay when we recognize that, as long as it brings us to the place where we recognize then our need for 
the one who changes that standing. Because if we just look at ourselves and say, well, God is so holy, I'm not, the only 
answer is stay as far away from him as possible, which is also impossible to do. But what we should say and what the 
gospels  good news is, yes, you have this problem and you dare not enter into God's presence, but God has sent his son 
to make it possible for you to enter into his presence so that when you do you enter not so having to claim your own 
righteousness by which we've worked our way into a good place to come before this holy God. But that we've received 
the perfect sacrifice that's been made on our behalf, his son, Jesus Christ, which is what Paul is saying in this portion of 
Corinthians. That's what we've preached. Jesus Christ who came in the flesh, who was crucified on our behalf and who 
was raised from the dead for the forgiveness of sins. And it's through his sacrifice then that we come from a place where 
we ought to be running from God, that we now run to him because our sins have been forgiven. And we know that we 
don't enter into his presence because we've earned it or deserved it. Apart from Jesus we should be saying like Isaiah, 
woe is me in the presence of God and we should be falling down at the feet of Jesus like Peter. But thanks be to God 
through what Christ has done it changes how God sees us. It changes our standing before him and now brings us to that 
place where minute by minute we can enter into the presence of the all holy God who created us and loves us because 
of what Jesus has done. 

And it's the same solution, Jesus, for the second part of that question where we think we may get the part where our 
sins are forgiven, but then the first time we're challenged to either share our faith or what ministry are you engaged in? 
How are you bearing fruit for the Kingdom of God? Then we're right back to our list of unquantifications and we say, 
well, I can't do that. Ask The clergy, you know, and the clergy could play the game. You say, well, ask the Deacon and the 
Deacon can say, ask the priest. And I can say, well ask the Bishop and we can always sort of be passing the buck to the 
one we presume is more qualified because of some position perhaps or, well there's far more people in the church who 
are more spiritual than I am they better do it. I can't lead Bible study. I can't teach Sunday school. I can't share my faith 



with anybody. I can't, I can't, I can't. I can't. And we continue on this list of reasons why we can't do it. And I say, well 
we're in good company when we feel that way again initially cause that's what Saint Paul says. He says, I am the least fit 
to be called an apostle. I don't know about you. But when I hear that I think, well if he can't do it, if he's the least fit, 
where do I stand, because he's got me beat by a long shot. 

But what he's saying is what does he say about why he is qualified? He doesn't say, I am the least of the apostles to be 
called an apostle and then the text does not go on to say, but then Saint Paul worked really hard. He attended a lot of 
Christian classes and he learned about all sorts of things about what it means to be an apostle. And after he completed 
the four year training program, he went out and then he became the greatest of the apostle because he was so smart 
and he did all of his homework and he took all the right courses. 

That is not what the text says, but that's how we think in our own life, isn't it? Well, I've got to do and one day I'll get 
qualified. Only the big day we get qualified never comes. We always just need one more thing to be qualified. Then I'll 
do it. He says he's qualified. Why? But by the grace of God, I am what I am. 

Well, that's the same solution for us that our bearing fruit for God's kingdom, whatever that looks like in our own 
particular calling, which is not going to be the same for each of us, but he is calling us to do something that bears fruit 
for the kingdom. And he doesn't say that you get there because you're super smart or qualified, but by the grace of God, 
you are what you are. That it's his work in us that makes that possible. You know, if you look back at Isaiah and God says, 
well, who will go for us? Who will I send? Who will we send? And Isaiah says, here, here I am. Send me. Well, what 
makes him so qualified? I mean, if you look at the text, he's qualified because an angel took a coal and touched it to his 
lips and said, your sins are forgiven. Well, what does that mean and how does that happen? Anyway? What does the 
coal have to do with sins being forgiven? What makes them qualify? God sends them that makes them qualified. God 
goes with them. 

Jesus says to Peter, from now on, you be catching people. What does that mean? I mean, we have the rest of the texts 
and we understand, uh, Jesus starting to point to the building up of the church and to calling people to follow Christ. But 
what makes Peter qualified? If you read the text, certainly nothing. He should've been fired. He had as many 
opportunities to screw up as possible and he took every single one of them. I mean, there wasn't an opportunity where 
Peter didn't fall short. 

Then you see in the acts of apostle Peter making great sermons, that 5,000 people get added and you think, well, what's 
so different about Peter then. Jesus, the place that Jesus had brought him to. That Peter is not qualified to be the rock 
on which Christ built his church because Peter is so super on his own, but just simply because Jesus picked him and he 
said, I'm going to make this happen. And it's Christ in him that allows him to then catch for people. That's how he gets 
qualified. Again, if you read the scripture, it's not because Peter went to apostle academy and got the right training and 
did all the right things at every opportunity because he was perfect and that's what makes him a saint. Wrong, he 
screwed up all the time, but he was faithful to his calling and to the one who called him. That's what makes him a saint. 
Then the power that made him able to share the gospel and 5,000 people were added, wasn't just because he sat down 
and wrote just like a stellar sermon that day, and he did a lot of study about the Greek and, and all the different things 
that we think are so important and he was so eloquent. That's not it. It's the power of the one in him as he delivered 
that message and Jesus made him qualified and it produced a result and people heard the Gospel and began to follow 
Jesus. 

So we have to ask ourselves then how do we see ourselves in the presence of God? And how do we see ourselves as a 
worker in God's kingdom and it's okay to recognize our sinfulness? We ought to recognize all the places we fall short, 
but we can't stop there. It's in recognizing that where's the place that that brings us, we call that repentance and then 
we say, God, I see all the places I fall short and there's probably 10,000 more than I still don't see. 

But I turn to you and I receive your mercy and your forgiveness and grace and then we say, well now what are you 
calling me to do? And we can't say, well, I'm not qualified. What we need to say is, I know you're calling me to 
something, show me what it is and I trust that you will make me qualified. 



That's how any of us who stand here to preach do so. Not under the assumption that, oh boy am I wicked smart and I 
have all  the answers because I have the degree that the hangs on my wall and so I just know everything. woe is the 
preacher who stands in that place because that's none of us. We stand here after much prayer saying, God, what do you 
want to be heard. And make it happen, because if you leave it up to me, they're going to leave knowing nothing. And we 
have to trust then that as we speak here in the place of preaching, that you better not hear us and just think, oh, aren't 
the deacons and Fr. Neal so smart? 

That ought to not be what you're ever saying, but you ought to be saying, thanks be to God that he has spoken through 
them. Then we hear his voice and it draws you closer to him. If it just makes you think well were wonderful and all you 
can say to people is, well, why don't you come to Saint Ann's? We have such wonderful clergy. If I ever hear you say that 
you've missed the point, you ought to be saying, come to Saint Ann's. We have such a wonderful God. Come and meet 
him, and this is where I hear his voice. 

Not pointing to any individual, but pointing to Christ. And that's happened in our ministry because God works through us 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. And that's possible for all of you. That's what God desires and whatever ministry he may 
call you to the people that assist at community meal, or the people that assist at various ministries throughout the 
liturgy or teach Sunday school or lead Bible study or go to the jail All of those things happen again, not because they're 
super qualified, but God works in them as people acolyte and lecture and serve at the community meal. It's the power of 
Christ in them that is made known to people and then we can share the gospel and let other people know, hey, I bet 
you're feeling that same way. That who are you in the presence of God? Well come and find out, come receive the 
forgiveness of his Son that makes it possible for you to come into his presence. Receive the Holy Spirit that empowers 
you to work for his kingdom and then go out. 

Recognizing who we are without God, but giving thanks each and every single moment for who we are now that we 
have Christ. And what is possible now that he dwells with us, there is a new opportunity. There's a new beginning. There 
is a new creation as Paul says. So we can't just live in the “Whoa”, where we recognize how short we fall, that turns us to 
Christ where we give thanks and then we move on. Because you've received the gift already. We don't need to beg and 
plead for it. It's yours. 

And so God says to us, now go off live like your sins have been forgiven. Live like the Holy Spirit's empowered you for the 
work of ministry in building up my church and drawing people to my son Jesus Christ. And then ask him what's he calling 
you to do? And then your only responsibility is to be faithful to that what he's asked you to do. Not to compare yourself 
to your neighbor, not to say, how do I compare it to the priest or the bishop or anybody else, but to say what's God 
asked me to do and am I doing it? And I know I'm not qualified, but come Holy Spirit and together we will do what God 
has asked us to do. That's the life of a disciple. So I pray that you hear this message recognizing when you feel like you 
fall short rest assured you're in good company with the Prophet Isaiah, with Saint Paul, with Saint Peter. They all fell 
short too. And it was only by the grace of God that we're anything else. And we'd give him thanks and praise today for 
that transformation. And I pray that we'll be able to live that out in each of our lives. 

Let us pray. 

Father we give you thanks and praise for the gift of your son Jesus Christ, that in receiving his gift of forgiveness, then we 
become your child, that we become a new creation. May Your Holy Spirit lead us and guide us each and every day that 
we might bear fruit for your kingdom. May we come to understand more and more who we are in you and what exactly 
you have done for us. Empower us to share the gospel with others. May our whole life be to your honor and your glory. 
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

 


