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In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. Please be seated. 

The British philosopher Alain de Botton said, and I quote, actually true love is often about trying to teach someone how 
to be the best version of themselves, end quote, this type of personal interaction is a sign of a healthy relationship based 
on faith, trust and respect between the parties involved. The word true love, and often in de Botton's quote, refer to 
human relationships. In our respective relationships with God, agape love, that unconditional, selfless, forgiving and 
enduring love that God has for us, is always about trying to teach us how to be the best version of ourselves. Toward this 
end,He graciously imparts to us all the necessary materials. He gives us His holy word in the form of scripture that we 
may find a deeper understanding of Him. He gives us the living word, Jesus Christ, that we can see what the best version 
of someone is like in accordance with His will. He gives us the Holy Spirit through which as Paul writes, we are baptized 
into one body and through which we receive spiritual gifts. 

In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul is addressing a problem within the Church of Corinth, of the congregation, 
engaging in, among other things, the practice of spiritual gift one upmanship. Rather than remembering God's 
sovereignty in assigning gifts, they are focusing on which gifts are more important than others in their opinion. The 
result being the church body is not working together and the church no longer functions properly, so Paul is right in 
comparing the members of the church to the parts of the body. Each member of St Ann's church body has his or her own 
unique function to perform and God has bestowed upon each member of St Ann's church body at least one spiritual gift 
to be used to grow his church. Growing God's church doesn't apply only to expanding membership. It applies also to 
growing in our faith, growing in our love for one another, and encouraging one another to be the best versions of 
ourselves in God's eyes. Paul gives us a short representative list of gifts, apostles, prophets, teachers and  healers but 
there are many among us who possess gifts of using healing, praying, administration, hospitality, preaching and  
organization. The list goes on and on. All our gifts need to work together. There's not one that is more important than 
the other. 

It is particularly appropriate to dwell on this section of Paul's letter today, since members of both the 8:00 and 9:30 
services are here, no matter which service we attend, we are still one body. Perhaps there are some among us who 
don't recognize the gift they have or feel that they have no gift at all. Let's encourage one another to talk among 
ourselves, not being shy to say to one another, I see in you the gift of fill in the blank. Let's take time in our daily prayers 
to ask the Holy Spirit to give discernment and guidance in revealing to us what we have to offer up and use in our service 
to God and His church body. When that revelation comes, we can step out in faith boldly knowing we have the love and 
support of our brothers and sisters around us. Let's allow God to teach us how to make ourselves and St Ann's the best 
version we can be.  Amen. 

 


