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Let us pray. 

Most loving and gracious Father, we give you thanks and praise for this day. We pray that your Holy Spirit would open 
our hearts and our minds. That you might reveal yourself to us today. May your word be spoken and your word received 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

We celebrate today the Epiphany. That time as we heard in the Gospel when the Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 
seeking the child, Jesus. And we have certain pictures of this gospel account, much of which was developed as you'll see 
by tradition and not necessarily explicitly here in the Gospel where we assume that there are three kings and nothing in 
the Bible says that their kings. Nothing says that there's three other than they bring three gifts. Then we have this image 
because of our Nativity scenes in our homes, perhaps that the kings are there gathered around the infant Jesus. But if 
we look at the timeline, by the time this account is taking place, Jesus is probably one or two years old by now. By the 
time they get there, and it's not like you had the shepherds, they go the night Jesus was born and then all the sudden 
these guys appear from thousands of miles away and there's the baby Jesus still in the same place where he was born. 

That's not how it seems to have happened according to scripture, and that's also not so relevant either because that's 
not the point of what we're being told. So it shouldn't shake us that it didn't happen like we remember it on the 
Christmas card, but we need to remember this account is happening by now Jesus is probably one or two years old. And 
what we see is that it is during the time of King Herod and the Magi come to him to say, where is the one who has been 
born, king of the Jews. Now it says that Herod heard this and was disturbed. Well, he's going to be disturbed for a 
variety of reasons. Number one, he's going to be disturbed because he is not the rightful heir to the throne. So you have 
Herod ruling and the question about where is this newborn heir means, wait a minute, there's potentially a rightful 
person who's going to take my place. 

So this is gonna make him uneasy that there's talk of another king and he didn't care too much to have the Jews united 
behind a religious figure that they see as the Messiah, which is the questions about the scriptures and the prophecies 
that's being told. Where is this king to be born? So it's almost like there's a double whammy against Herod as he has to 
worry about, not only a king being born, but one who is going to unite the people of faith behind this messiah. So Herod 
gives this sort of this of convoluted story about, well, you go and find him, and then once you find him, come back and 
tell me so that I too can go and worship this new king. Which is not what he had any intention of doing. But we see that 
the Magi then are following this star that leads them to Jesus. 

And it is in finding the child, Jesus, that they're really saying to us who they think this child is. First of all, they've been 
given his location by this star. They're traveling thousands of miles navigating by a star. 

That to me right there is a miracle in itself because I can't get anywhere without a GPS And even then I managed to have 
to have it recalculate because I did it go the right way. You know, and we're going to places we know and are somewhat 
familiar with thousands of mile journey navigating by a star. You have to see God's work here leading the Magi to to find 
him, to reveal him to them. And this is important for us in our journey with God. Sometimes we hope that at every 
moment that God is sort of going out of his way to seek after us. And we forget that as a disciple, it's our job to seek 
after him. Now certainly he's trying to find us. The scripture is clear about God calling his people back to himself. But this 
is yet one more account of someone seeking after God. They're going out of their way to seek after him, to find him, and 
when they find the place where the star had rested over, they see the child with his mother, Mary and bowed down and 
worshiped him. 

They recognized who he is and it's important that we see that this took place one or two years later because so far who 
knows who Jesus is, Mary and Joseph and some shepherds who had been told today is born for you in the city of David, 
a child who is Christ the Lord and the shepherds go and find it exactly as the angel as told, but nobody else knows this 
right now. It's not like everybody's just on board, so God has revealed something special to the Magi and then going and 
behaving like they do is recognition of who Christ is and they bring the three gifts that we know so well from singing We 
three Kings, every epiphany which we're obligated to do and they bring gold and incense or frankincense and myrrh and 



these themselves are symbolic gifts of what you would bring because it is gold that's given to royalty in recognition of a 
king and frankincense or incenses given to a deity who is recognized as God and myrrh to the one who will die. So 
whether the Magi fully understand this or not, I hope we see the connection between God drawing the Magi and they're 
offering things of value to this new king. And for us who know the rest of the story, they become super symbolic as Jesus 
serves that role of King and Lord and Priest and Prophet and the one who will die as the sacrifice for us. Those gifts given 
to the one or two year old child Jesus start to mean a lot to us who knows the whole story. They are symbols to us 
saying, this is who that child is. Jesus the king. Jesus, the Lord. Jesus the sacrifice before he's even started to say that 
those things will happen because you have to remember when the match I come. It's not because they've read the rest 
of the Bible because there is no Bible other than the Old Testament at this point. It's not like they can just go and say, oh 
Matthew 2. This is the time where we go and we find Jesus and we bring these gifts. It says in the book that we're 
supposed to do this and they know the rest of the story about who is going to grow up to be. They don't know that 
either. It's not like this account says to us and the Magi went because God had told them, this is my Son and is going to 
grow up and he's gonna set the people free from their sins and he's going to die for them and he's going to reign forever 
and ever and it his name. They don't know that. All they know is they're following this star that God says to seek after. 
And it's in that same way God calls us to seek after him as much as we don't like it without all the details about what it 
looks like at the end perhaps or even without full details of where we're going. Just follow me and we do so recognizing 
who God is. 

And you know we don't take one of those apart from the other. We don't just say, well, Jesus is Lord without our God, 
without also recognizing that he's also king and he's also the sacrifice and we don't just say, well, Jesus is the sacrifice, 
but forgetting that he's the king and that he is the Lord. This is a package deal that we have to recognize the fullness of 
who God is, that that child, as we talked about on Christmas, is the fullness of God coming to dwell with his people, the 
closeness of God with us. But we should never forget that even as God is close, he's also king and even as God is close, 
he's also Lord. And so it's kind of these tensions that we hold as a disciple of Jesus. That at one minute he's this very 
personal God who desires to be with us and to walk with us and talk with us and his Holy Spirit's been poured into us 
and he's also the almighty God who created everything and the sacrifice that sets us free. And so one side wants us to be 
distant, right? Because we don't want to get too close to the all powerful God of the universe and the king and the 
sacrifice. But there's personal Jesus draws us to himself and says, come close to me, but you're the holy God, but draw 
close to me. And it's his sacrifice that makes that possible. 

And so this Epiphany then is really a celebration of the recognition by the people of who this child is. And so as we 
gather here, I pray that we give the same Thanksgiving and worship and honor and praise to Jesus that is due. And we 
give him that because we recognize who he is and what he's done for us. And because of that, that requires us to gather 
week after week, day after day in our own homes, to pray and to praise. and to thank him and to rejoice for what's been 
done for us because the Epiphany laid out here as the Magi came, that was the beginning of the recognition of who 
Jesus is and we know that we know who he is and have to thank God every day. That being the King, being the Lord, 
being the Son of God, he abandoned all of that to, as we said at Christmas, to be found lying in the manger, a child. 

But it's that very heart of God to dwell close to us. And so I pray that we recognize God for who he fully is and with love 
and with grateful hearts, we draw close to him and then we'll seek after him and let us never be content until we find 
him. You know, what if the Magi just said, well, we followed this stupid star for already 500 miles and we're still not at 
the place. Maybe we got the message wrong. Maybe he doesn't want to be found. Maybe we took a wrong turn. How 
important is it to find him anyway? We don't even know this king. I mean, do you see the ways then that will be easy for 
us to give up? Well I prayed all week and still nothing. 

You know because what we desire is sort of instant response from God and I think if you look through the Bible, if you 
read the lives of the saints, what you find is a lifetime of seeking after God. And the more we know him and the deeper 
we know him, the more we still have to seek. So it's never a finished process. But seeking is active versus well, we'll just 
lounge here on the couch and if God wants to show up, fine, he's God and he could do whatever he wants. Well, that's 
very true, but what about our responsibility as a disciple to seek? Jesus says that over and over in the gospels as he goes 
on to talk about people who will seek after him and follow him, and that's what we're to be, people who are seeking, 
and may we never be satisfied with what God has revealed to us so far because there's always more. There's always 
more to seek and so our life as a disciple is ongoing and I hope that's what we hear in this, that we must be people who 



seek, but it's God who is leading us. It's God who's guiding us, and every time we seek what we find is the loving hand of 
God waiting to receive us, to meet with us, to nourish us, to strengthen us. That's what awaits us. So may we never give 
up on our journey and may we give God thanks and praise each and every single day for who he is and what's been done 
for us. 

Let us pray. 

God we give you thanks and praise for the gift of your Son Jesus. We pray that the Holy Spirit would open our eyes and 
our hearts more and more each day so that we might more fully come to understand who he is and what's been done on 
our behalf. And may we be people seeking after your heart every day and each day as we find you may we give you 
thanks and praise. In Jesus we ask this your precious and holy name. 

 


