
Holy Baptism/The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

The Baptismal Covenant 

 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
   

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

   

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 

   

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 
fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the 
prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 
   

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 
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Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God's help. 
   

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 
   

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all 
people, and respect the dignity of every human 
being? 

People I will, with God's help. 
 
 

Prayers for the Candidates 

 
The Celebrant then says to the congregation 

Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the 
Sacrament of new birth [and for those (this person) who 
have renewed their commitment to Christ.] 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and 
death. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 
   



Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
   

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
   

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy 
Church. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 
   

Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
   

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

The Baptism 

 
 

Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, or to an assisting 
priest or deacon, who then immerses, or pours water upon, the 
candidate, saying 



N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Bishop or 
Priest, at a place in full sight of the congregation, prays over them, saying 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy 
Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the 
forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of 
grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them 
an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to 
persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy 
and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

 
Then the Bishop or Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking 
on the forehead the sign of the cross [using Chrism if desired] and saying to 
each one 

N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked 
as Christ's own for ever. Amen. 

Or this action may be done immediately after the administration of the 
water and before the preceding prayer. 

 
When all have been baptized, the Celebrant says 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 



 
Celebrant and People 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith 
of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with 
us in his eternal priesthood. 

 

Matthew 28:19 and Mark 16:16 is said to be the connection between Jesus and Baptism itself.  The notion 

of baptism is not historically owned by Christianity.  The Greeks believed in rituals of purification which 

included both baptism with water and/or blood.  The Jewish community practiced proselyte baptism, 

whereby one becomes a member of the Jewish family.  Above all, there is the baptism of John/The baptism 

of Repentance in Mark1:4.  

All these elements are found in one way or another, in our baptismal service.  There are a couple of things 

I want to bring to your attention, however.  Faith is essential for one to be Baptized and be a receiver of 

the benefits of Christ’s Grace.  How is it that we Baptize children that are clueless about faith?  Or are 

they?  Matthew 8:5ff., Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26 all tell the story of vicarious faith. 

In relation to water, Acts 16:33 speaks of a baptism of a jailer.  Acts 8:38 speaks of another baptismal 

experience.  It at least opens the door for a discussion about water.  How much, and how deep?  

Baptism is a part of the rite of initiation into the Christian Religion.  It requires faith, but it does not exclude 

Children.  It is the beginning of our formation, by which we embrace the Christian faith though its teaching 

and worship.  This embrace should begin in our physical youth, so that both our physical and spiritual 

bodies may mature together. 

We fail the Church, when we stopped continuing to send and teach our children in Sunday School.  If it 

did nothing else, it gave balance.   

 

What do we understand? 

1. Baptism was around in many forms long before Christianity. 

2. Christian Baptism is new and includes purification, adoption, forgiveness of sins, and entrance 

into the family of Christ. 

3. We learn that we can have faith on behalf of others. 



4. We learn that we are a part of the covenant, whether or not we are bringing a child ourselves for 

baptism. 

5. Baptism is only the beginning, but children should not be excluded. 

6. Water is important, but the amount is non-essential. 

7. Anyone can be Baptized. 

8. As a Church we encourage Christians to be made Godparents and especially 

Anglicans/Episcopalians. 

9. We are welcoming others into the Christian Family. 

10. We cannot never be rebaptized, because once we are a part of the Christian Family, we are 

Christian.   
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