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Advent and New Beginnings 
 

We all know that, as Bishop Beisner reminded us in his sermon last Sunday, Advent is the “New Year” in the 
Christian calendar - a time of expectancy and hope for a new year, and a new chapter in human history as we 
prepare for the arrival of the Christ. And this year at St Clements it is an especially important new beginning, 
as we move through the process of determining how and by whom the clergy leadership of this parish contin-
ues, after my last Sunday with you on this coming Pentecost (June 4th this year). 

 

That means this is a time of “transition” and such times are often fraught with both anxiety - “What will the 
new pastor be like?” - and opportunity - “It’s exciting to think about what we can do and become in the fu-
ture!” And likely your feelings will run the gamut of every place in between. What is most important is that 
we ponder the question our bishop posed to the Vestry when he met with them (as a few other interested folks 
who stopped by and joined in) last Sunday. He asked, “Where do you see God at work here?” And he made 
clear that by “here” he didn’t necessarily mean at St Clements, but in our entire community - Rancho Cordova 
and neighboring areas. Where is God moving in our midst? Are we aware? Can we see it? As God said 
through the prophet Isaiah, “Look, I’m doing something new. Can you see it?” And the reason that’s an im-
portant question is we have the choice to either join in that work, and be instrumental in furthering it along, or 
we can react in fear or uncertainty and be a “stumbling block” and attempt to thwart or hinder God’s work, 
because it threatens our usual way of doing and being and seeing ourselves in the world. Put more simply, we 
can choose to “be part of the problem, or part of the solution.” But how? How do we know what, among all 
the things happening in our community that we read about or hear about on the news, which is “God’s work” 
and which is just people being their usual sinful selves? I agree, it’s never easy to tell - at least at the begin-
ning stages. Once things have moved further along it sometimes gets easier to tell who’s on which side. But at 
the beginning - like the beginning of this new year, in a new and uncertain era for our whole country - it’s just 
not so easy. 

 

So we pray, we ask for God’s guidance, and we trust that God is here, among us, quietly guiding, and chal-
lenging, and supporting us through our various ministries, encouraging us to be part of building the Kingdom 
that Jesus tells us is here. Can you see it? 
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Bible Readings          
                    for the month 

Revised Common Lectionary Year A 

December 4 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11: 1-10 
PSALM 72: 1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15: 4-13 
Matthew 3: 1-12 
 
December 11 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 35: 1-10 
PSALM 146: 5-10 
James 5: 7-10 
Matthew 11: 2-11 
 
December 18 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 7: 10-16 
PSALM 80: 1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1: 1-7 
Matthew 1: 18-25 
 
The Revised Common Lectionary provides 
several alternative readings for the Christmas 
season.  Two are presented here. 

 
December 24 / 25 
Nativity of the Lord - Proper I 
Isaiah 9: 2-7 
PSALM  96 
Titus 2: 11-14 
Luke 2: 1-14(15-20) 
 
 
December 24 / 25  
Nativity of the Lord - Proper II 
Isaiah 62: 6-12 
PSALM  97 
Titus 3: 4-7 
Luke 2: (1-7), 8-20 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

One thing I may have learned with age is that sometimes, when 
things don’t seem to be moving the way I think they should, there just may 
be a reason. Sometimes I need to “let go and let God.” What may seem like 
a couple hiccups in our search process right now may be a little breathing 
space.  

Bishop Beissner brought us some fresh air during his visit on the 
first Sunday in Advent. After services, he met with the Vestry and other 
parishioners for a wide-ranging, very open discussion. (Thank you so much 
to all who stayed/returned and offered your very thoughtful input.) 

He asked us all where we see God at work in Rancho Cordova. I 
won’t tell you what everyone said, but invite you to think of your own an-
swers to that question. 

He noted that this is not an easy time for churches and other volun-
teer organizations. We need to consider, what is God doing outside the 
box? Engagement is not a sneaky way of getting new members: it is a way 
of doing God’s work. No one, especially young adults, wakes up on Sun-
day morning wondering if there’s a committee that they could go serve on.  

The task for us now, he reminds us, is to determine what God is 
calling us to do. That’s what we need to work toward. 

Pam Quarles, Junior Warden, and I continue to work with Canon 
Andrea McMillin to help translate all that into the future of St. Clement’s. 
We need and appreciate your continued prayers and support. 

By the time this reaches you, we will have had our Ingathering on 
December 4. If you have not yet turned in your pledge for 2017, I ask your 
prayerful consideration. 

Some items from the November 20 Vestry meeting: 
·         We will hire a crew with a cherry picker to fix the flagpoles. Many 

other approaches have been tried, and it is time to use professionals. 
·         Pam Quarles, following up on the discussion about dealing with the 
homeless from last month, has been working with the Navigator program 
of the City of Rancho Cordova. Their advice and support has helped with 
the problem and has cut down on litter at the church. HART, the Homeless 
Assistance Resource Team (www.ranchocordovahart.org) is focusing on its 
winter shelter program. St. Clement’s is too small to serve as a host church, 
but there are many other ways we can help. Look for flyers in the narthex 
or more information in the Anchor Lite. 
·         The Ukupalians will have a Christmas party on December 9. The 

Anchor Group will not meet again until January. 
·         The sacristy/vesting room is essentially done. Bishop Beissner was 

especially complimentary about the space. 
·         Guido and Sharon Burke-Polana are organizing the project to pro-

vide Christmas bags for children. Look for announcements, and bags in 
the narthex. The bags go to children who are homeless or in challeng-
ing circumstances. 

The annual meeting will be January 22, 2017. Two Vestry seats 
will be up for election. This is a crucial time in the life of St. Clement’s 
– do think about whether you are called to serve in this way. 

See you in church! 

bƻǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ±ŜǎǘǊȅ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

WŀƴŜƭƭŜ CŀƭƭŀƴΣ {ŜƴƛƻǊ ²ŀǊŘŜƴ 

http://www.ranchocordovahart.org
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Presented by The Masterõs Singers 

of St. Clementõs 

 

Sunday. December 18, 2016  

4pm in the afternoon  

 

A Service of Music following a traditional Appalachian 

Christmas Dinner  

 

Adults -  $15  

Children -  $5 (under 12 ) 

 

Tickets go on sale Sunday, November 27  
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Saint Clements Ukupalians invite you toé 

Our Fourth Annual St. Nicholas Party! 

 

FUN: 

Potluck: 

Fellowship: 

Christmas Carols: 

Ugly Sweater Contest: 

Optional Yankee Gift Swap: 

  

PLEASE JOIN US AT 5:30 PM ON DECEMBER 9
TH

 IN THE PARISH 

HALL!  

Potluck signups in the back of the parish hall-! Or email me at 

drlzoe@sbcglobal.net 

If you want to participate in the Yankee Gift Swap- bring a small wrapped 

gift worth about $5.00  
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Pet Help 
If you would like to help support the Pet Food Assistance Program at the Sacramento County Animal   

Shelter, please bring non-perishable dog or cat food to church and Dorothy LeCel has volunteered to deliv-

er the    donations to the shelter. Please see Dorothy for details. 

Great Greens By Dorothy Lecel 

The St Francis produce market is open from 10 to 11 every Tuesday, the selection varies by what is most 
abundant  so the variety is really good.   They will also accept special requests.  The prices are amazing and 
while they  call themselves a senior market all are welcome.  Please check it out, I think you will be 
pleased.      

St. Clementôs Capital Campaign is Ongoing 

In 2013 we began our Capital Campaign to continue to pay off the loan from the Diocese for our “home 
improvement” project.  At the time (2013) we owed $150,000.00.  As of April that debt is down to just 
$11,966.00.  If you weren’t a member then or were unable to participate in 2013, it is not too late to make a 
commitment now as part of our “Celebrating Our Blessings:  Discovering New Treasurers” Stewardship 
campaign.  There are pledge envelopes for the Capital Campaign on the table in the Narthex.  Your        
contribution would instantly reduce the total amount and the interest payment. 

IŜƭǇ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΗ 

St. Clement’s needs a new liaison for the River City Food Bank.  This is not very time-consuming, but it 
does require a regular commitment.  The liaison takes our donations to the Food Bank at 1800 28th Street, 
Sacramento.  You would also plan an occasional special drive like diapers or peanut butter, check with staff 
at the Food Bank to see what their greatest current needs are, and prepare announcements for the Anchor 
Lite and Anchor.  Please let Fr. Dave, Janelle Fallan or Pam Quarles know if you are interested. 

The job doesn’t pay, but the benefits are heavenly.  Thank you! 

Pastoral Needs 
If you have a need for a pastoral visit, please use the link on Dr David's profile on the church website, send an 
e-mail to: pastor@saint-clements.org, or call him directly at: 530-210-4155. Now that Fr Bridges is no longer 
here, it's even more important that "the other Fr David" knows about any pastoral needs you may have. Please 
feel free to contact him! 

mailto:pastor@saint-clements.org
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Contacts 

Office Manager  

Irene Celedon              635-5282 
   

Music Minister 

Carole Maxson 209- 795-5768 

Sexton 

Randy Grimwood  458-8196 

Altar Guild 

Debbi Honycutt  362-5170 

Anchor Editor 

Harry Shippy   631-0640 

e-mail anchor@saint-clements.com 

Daughters of the King 

Debbi Honeycutt  362-5170 

Lay Ministry Coordinator 

Len Honeycutt   362-5170 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

Len Honeycutt   362-5170 

Prayer Tree 

Mickey Boughton  635-8324 

Sunday School  

Muriel Murray   967-5981 

Sharon Burke-Polana  481-0225 

Ushers 

Randy Grimwood  458-8196 

Coffee Hour Hospitality 

Debbie Popp   635-3097 

Kitchen Supplies 

Sherry Stults   638-2284  

2016 Vestry  

Clergy and Lay Eucharist Visits 

Please call Len Honeycutt (362-5170) or 
the church office (635-5282) or send an   
e-mail to the church at                          
info@saint-clements.com if you would 
like communion brought to you or a  
family member. 

The Rev. Dr. David Davidson-Methot 

Priest-in-Charge 

Harry Shippy, Editor 

The Anchor 

is published monthly by 

 St. Clement’s Episcopal Church 

2376 Zinfandel Drive 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Phone: (916) 635-5282 Fax: (916) 635-7259  

email: info@saint-clements.com 

Web: www.saint-clements.com 

Please email your news and photographs to            
anchor@saint-clements.com.  Deadline for 
articles is the 15th of the month.  Articles are 
subject to  editing. 

Sr. Warden 

Janelle Fallan   817-4245 

People’s Warden  

Pamela Quarles  635-2936 

Guido Polana   481-0225 

Dorothy Lecel   389-0533 

Phil Yoes   852-1016 

Jim Wash   852-7224 

Treasurer:   

Kent Ransom   635-5751 

Clerk:     

Harry Shippy   631-0640 

Sexton:    

Randy Grimwood  458-8196 


