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A Veteran Friendly Congergation

A Song to Sing!
I t’s  (s t i l l )  the beginning of  a  new year,  and most  of  us are

(sti l l)  thinking of changes we’d l ike to make in our l ives.  I’m
thinking of  changes we’d l ike to make in our parish.  St .  Clement’s
has  wonderful  people  and a  big  hear t .  We have great  music ,  good
preaching (so I’m told) ,  and beautiful  l i turgy.  We have people of  al l
ages,  and many ethnici t ies .  They don’t  show up al l  a t  once,  but  they
do show up per iodical ly.  And we are  almost  a t  the  p ledge level  to
enter  boldly  in to  2012.  We balance  our  budget ,  year  by year.

You surely not iced that  a l l  the above s tatements  were framed
in the posi t ive.  I  could have just  as  easi ly talked from the negative
view,  point ing out  what  we do not  have.  You would read i t ,  and nod
to yourselves ,  and say,  yes ,  we’re  s lowly dying.   So,  i f  a  few or
several  people are worrying along these l ines,  let’s  just  name i t .
Are you ready to  die? That  would be an appropriate  organizat ional
response when we bel ieve our  col lect ive  work is  done.  However,  I
th ink we have a  lo t  more  work to  do.

I  just  re turned from a very intensive week of  s tudy at  CDSP
(our Episcopal seminary in Berkeley “Church Divinity School of the
Pacific”) .  I  informed the parish last  spring that  I  have enrolled in a
degree program called Doctor of  Ministry in Congregational
Development,  joint ly offered by two seminaries  – Seabury-
Western in Chicago and CDSP. I t  is  a  three year  (minimum)
program with on-si te  courses,  reading and electronic interact ion
among a cohort  of  e ight  par ish pr iests  who are support ing and
challenging each other along the way. I  am paying for this on my
own, and using my two weeks and $450 al lowance for  Continuing
Education that  is  provided in our annual  budget .  Believe me,  the
tui t ion,  t ravel  and lodging costs  are MUCH higher.

Why would I  be doing such a program at  this  t ime in my l ife?
The s implest  answer  is  because I  love you.  Do I  have to  say more? I
suppose I  should.

St .  Clement’s has been a caring community throughout i ts
f if ty years.  Each decade has had i ts  highlights .  We’ve continued
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that  t ra jectory in  the important  work we’ve done together
in  the  s ix-and-a-half  years  I ’ve  served as  your  pastor.  The
way our church looks now is  l ight  years  from the dowdy
appearance  i t  used  to  present  to  the  wor ld .

Physical  changes are  important ,  and we have to  pay
for  them (have you contr ibuted to the effort?) ,  but  they
don’t  subst i tute  for  the reason we are  Church in this
community.

So,  le t’s  remind ourselves why St .  Clement’s  is  here
in  Rancho Cordova.  I t ’s  not  because  we have  the  pre t t ies t
sanctuary,  or  the  b iggest  Sunday School .  I t ’s  not  because
we are the holiest  or  have the most  meaningful  l i turgy.  St .
Clement’s is  Church,  and not  the only church,  in this
community because we bel ieve that  together  we can serve
God in  the  world .  We serve God,  we make God’s  love a l ive
around us .  We do th is  every  day,  everywhere .  I f  we don’t ,
we shouldn’ t  be  here .  But  as  long as  we do,  we have work
ahead.

At our Annual  Meeting January 29 we wil l  elect  a  new
slate  of  Vestry members .  Then in February these new
leaders will  gather for an intensive, though brief,  planning
re t rea t  to  present  to  you –  the  Church –  goals  and
intentions for  the coming year.  Our focus at  that  retreat  wil l
be  grounded in  what  we do bes t  a t  S t .  Clement’s  –  our
s t rengths  over  the  years .  When you ask quest ions  about
what  is  best ,  and look for  what  is  best ,  that  is  what  you see:
the best!  Every organizat ion can ci te  problems,  but  what
matters  is  looking for  successes.  That’s  what  we’re going
to  do.  We’re  going to  bui ld  on what  we have done bes t  and
what  we do best .  We’re  going to  l i s ten to  everyone’s  ideas
about  what  we are  bes t  a t .

Going off  to classes for  a  week was an interruption in
my l ife .  I t  was also an opportunity for  great  inspirat ion,  and
I received many inspirations.

Here is  one that  I  f ind apropos of  our  l i fe  a t  St .
Clement’s .  Whether we are shrinking or  growing is  not  the
quest ion we need to  ask .  What  we should  ask is  what  we
are  ca l led  to  do and to  be .  Consider  the  songbird .  He s ings
not  because he has  an answer to  l i fe’s  quest ions but
because he has a  song.  I  think we have a  song to s ing.  Wil l
you join me in singing it?

May the love of  Jesus set  us  f ree to  s ing!

Pastor  Chris t ine +

February 5
Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany
Isa iah  40:21-31
PSALM: 147:1-12 ,21c
1 Corinthians  9:16-23
Mark  1 :29-39

February 12
Sixth  Sunday after  the Epiphany
2 Kings  5 :  1-14
PSALM: 30
1 Corinthians  9:  24-27
Mark  1 :  40 -45

February 19
The Last  Sunday af ter  the
Epiphany
(Quinquagesima)
2 Kings  2 :1-12
PSALM: 50:  1-6
2 Corinthians  4:  3-6
Mark  9 :  2 -9

February 22
Ash Wednesday
Joe l  2 :1 -2 ,12-17
Psalm 103
2 Corinthians  5 ;  20b-6:10
Mat thew 6 :  1 -6 ,16-21

February 26
First  Sunday in Lent
Genesis  9 :8-17
PSALM: 25:  1-9
1  Pe te r  3 :  18 -22
Mark  1 :  9 -15
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C o n t a c t s
Off ice  Manager
Len Honeycutt 6 3 5 - 5 2 8 2
Music  Minis ter
Caro le  Maxson 2 0 9 - 7 9 5 - 5 7 6 8
Sexton
Randy Grimwood 4 5 8 - 8 1 9 6
Altar Guild
Debbi Honycutt 8 0 6 - 2 3 1 9
Anchor Editor
Harry Shippy 6 3 1 - 0 6 4 0

e-mail  shippyharry@yahoo.com

Daughters  o f  the  King
Debbi Honeycutt 3 6 2 - 5 1 7 0
Lay Ministry Coordinator
B o b b i e  K e i l l 8 5 2 - 6 8 3 7
Lay Euchar i s t i c  Vis i tors
Len Honeycut t 3 6 2 - 5 1 7 0
Parish  Nurse
Helen Sheppard 6 3 5 - 1 9 8 7
P.I .E. /Lect ionary Bible  Study
Betty Chapman 3 6 3 - 4 4 3 5
Prayer  Tree
Mickey Boughton 6 3 5 - 8 3 2 4
Sunday School
Muriel Murray 9 6 7 - 5 9 8 1
Sharon Burke-Polana 4 8 1 - 0 2 2 5
Ushers
Randy  Gr imwood 4 5 8 - 8 1 9 6
Cof fee  Hour  Hosp i ta l i ty
Deidra White 3 6 1 - 1 2 2 6
Kitchen Suppl ies
Sherry Stults 6 3 8 - 2 2 8 4

2012 Vestry
The  compos i t i on  o f  t he  ve s t ry  fo r  2012  w i l l
be  de t rmined  a t  the  January  29  annua l
meeting

Peop l e s  Wa r d e n 3 6 3 - 4 4 3 5
Harry Shippy,Clerk 6 3 1 - 0 6 4 0
Kathleen Gallagher
Treasurer 3 6 2 - 8 0 5 3
Sharon Burke-Polana 4 8 1 - 0 2 2 5
Randy  Gr imwood 4 5 8 - 8 1 9 6
I rv  Whi te 3 6 1 - 1 2 2 6

A t  a  Glance
  Sa tu rdays Thr i f t  S to re  open  9 -1
  Tuesdays Bible Study 7:00pm

Parish hall
  Fr idays Bible Study 10:30am

Sara lu  Metven ' s  home
  F e b r u a r y  2 Lunch Bunch 12 noon
  F e b r u a r y  15 Anchor  Dead l ine
  F e b r u a r y  2 1 Shrove  Tuesday
  F e b r u a r y  2 2 Ash  Wednesday

Services  a t  noon and
6:00pm

  February  25 Congregational
Leadership  Workshop
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Bir thdays  and  Anniversar ie s

Clergy and Lay Eucharis t  Vis i t s
Please  cal l  the  church off ice(635-5282)  or
send an e-mail  to  the church
(st .clements@hotmail .com) if  you would l ike
communion brought to you or a family
member.

February 1 Sharon Burke-Polana
February  9 Bill Bell

Jenniffer Yee
February  10 Marj  Heineke
February  18 Sera  Benesh
February  25 Lupe Bennett
February  28 David  Weber
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Black His tory  Month
Maybe  someday  we  won’ t  need  to  be

reminded that  people of many ethnicit ies
have made the Uni ted States  the  world  leader
that  i t  is  today.  Perhaps there  wil l  come a
time when American History taught at  all
grade levels includes the significant
contr ibut ions of  those who were not  par t  of
the white  major i ty  of  our  past .  For  now,
however,  as  we grow into our  dest iny as  a
multi-cultural, multi-ethnic and multi-
religious nation, i t  is  important to recognize
the roles  that  leaders  of  a l l  backgrounds have
played in our history.

Black History Month was the
inspirat ion of  Dr.  Carter  G.  Woodson in  the
ear ly  20 th century.  Woodson’s  parents  were
former s laves,  and he spent  his  chi ldhood
working in the Kentucky coal  mines.  He
finally enrolled in high school at  age twenty.
He graduated within two years  and later  went
on to  earn a  Ph.D.  f rom Harvard.  The scholar
was disturbed to f ind in his  s tudies that
history books largely ignored the black
American populat ion-and when blacks did
figure into the picture,  i t  was generally in
ways that  reflected the inferior  social
posi t ion they were assigned at  the t ime.

So,  here’s  a  l i t t le  his tory quiz.  Who
was the f irs t  African American elected to the
Uni ted Sta tes  Senate ,  and when?  The answer
is  on page s ix(next  page) .

Shrove Tuesday Dinner
February 21

I f  Len t  beg ins  wi th  Ash  Wednesday,
and  i t  does ,  t ha t  means  Shrove  Tuesday  i s
o u r  l a s t  ( t r a d i t i o n a l )  c h a n c e  t o  e a t  f o o d s
tha t  many  peop le  do  wi thou t  dur ing  the  s ix
weeks  o f  p r epa ra t i on  fo r  Ho ly  Week  and
E a s t e r.  A t  S t .  C l e m e n t ’s  w e ’ l l  g a t h e r  a t  6
pm in  the  Pa r i sh  Ha l l  fo r  a  yummy d inner.
Wha t  i s  you r  p l ea su re?   Pancakes  o r  l a sagna
o r. . . . ?   A n d  w e ’ l l  h a v e  a  n e w  e d i t i o n  o f
P a s t o r  C h r i s t i n e ’s  S h r o v e  Tu e s d a y  Tr i v i a
Game.

Ash Wednesday Services  &
Lent

Lent  begins  wi th  Ash Wednesday
serv ices  on  Wednesday,  February  22
at  12 noon and 6  pm.

Why observe Lent?  Is  i t  a  season of
deprivat ion only? Is  i t  an archaic pract ice
that  has no relevance in modern l ife?

We know that  a l i t t le  discipline
goes a  long way toward making us more
product ive.  I t  a lso makes us  more
receptive to divine inspirat ion.  So,  during
Lent ,  we are  invi ted to  pace ourselves  a
lit t le more intentionally to behave in ways
that  we know are  God-given.  We exerc ise
that  wobbly muscle cal led wil l  power to
honor  a  power  higher  than us .  We do i t
because  we know that  we get  rus ty  and
we need to go to the spir i tual  gym for
regular  work-outs .  That  is  what  Lent  is
about .  Whether  you want  to  give
something up or take something on,  this  is
a  perfect  t ime to  be  supported in  your
effort  by your s is ters  and brothers  in
Christ .   I  invite  you to a holy Lent .

Adul t  Lenten  Program

We will  be offering our Lenten program
at  coffee hour  af ter  each service  on Sundays.
The goal  is  to involve as many worshippers as
possible.  This  is  a  new way of doing Lenten
s tudy,  so  we would  apprecia te  your  feedback.

Do you have a will?
Have you remembered the Church in

your will?

Bib le  S tudy
Tuesday 7:00pm in the parish hall

Friday  10:30am Saralu Metvens home
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Answer  to  B lack  His tory  Month
Quiz

Hiram Revels ,  born  September  27,  1827 in
Fayet tev i l le ,  N.C.  Born  a  f ree  b lack ,  Revels  worked
as  a  ba rbe r  and  a s  a  min i s t e r  i n  t he  Af r i can
Method i s t  Ep i scopa l  Church .  Dur ing  the  C iv i l  War  he
he lped  rec ru i t  two  reg iments  o f  Af r ican  Amer ican
t r o o p s  i n  M a r y l a n d  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  c h a p l a i n  o f  a
b lack  reg iment .  Af te r  the  war  he  moved  to  Na tchez ,
Miss . ,  where  he  was  e l ec ted  an  a lde rman  (1868)  and  a
Republ ican  s ta te  sena tor  (1870) .  In  1870  Reve ls  was
e lec ted  as  the  f i r s t  Af r ican  Amer ican  member  o f  the
Un i t ed  St a t e s  Sena t e .  A f ew  sena to r s  ob j ec t ed ,
a rgu ing  tha t  Reve l s  had  no t  been  a  U .S .  c i t i zen  fo r
the  n ine  p rev ious  yea r s ,  a  r equ i r emen t  fo r  s e rv ing  in
the  Sena te—Afr ican  Amer icans  had  on ly  t echn ica l ly
become  c i t i zens  fou r  yea r s  ea r l i e r,  a f t e r  t he  passage
of  the  1866  Civ i l  R igh t s  Ac t .  Bu t  th i s  p loy  to  keep
h im ou t  o f  t he  Sena t e  f a i l ed—the  Sena t e  vo t ed  48  to
8  in  f avor  o f  Reve l s .  Reve l s  s e rved  a s  s ena to r  f rom
Feb.  25 ,  1870,  to  March 4 ,  1871.  (His  te rm was  an
a b b r e v i a t e d  o n e  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  c o m p l e t e
the  t e rm  vaca t ed  t en  yea r s  ea r l i e r  by  J e f f e r son
D a v i s ,  w h o  l e f t  t h e  S e n a t e  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  p r e s i d e n t
o f  t he  Confede racy. )  Af t e r  t he  Sena t e ,  Reve l s  s e rved
a s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  a  b l a c k  c o l l e g e  a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o
the  minis t ry.  He d ied  January  16 ,  1901.

It ’s  Empty Bowls  Time
Again!

Empty Bowls is  River  City Food Bank’s
biggest  fund-raiser ;  las t  year  more than 1,100
people  a t tended,  br inging in  $106,000,  96%
of which directly funded food programs. This

year  they  hope to  ra ise  more  than  $125,000 to
help meet the growing need in our community.

The dates for  the  9th annual  Empty
Bowls  are  Monday,  March 5th  for  a  soup
dinner  and Tuesday,  March 6th ,  2012 for
lunch seat ings at  e i ther  11:30 am or  12:30 pm.
The dinner is  $60 and the lunch is  $30.  All
guests  get  to  choose  a  handmade bowl ,
donated by profess ional  pot ters ,  g lass  ar t is ts ,
wood turners ,  and area  s tudents ,  to  take  home
with them as a reminder of the many in our
community that  are hungry and face an empty
bowl each day.

Get a  group together for  this  worthwhile
and del ic ious  event .  To purchase t ickets  go to
Riverci tyfoodbank.org.

Help  Rebui ld  our  Church  in  Hai t i
I t  has  been two years  s ince a  powerful

earthquake hit  Hait i  and wrought incredible
devastation in that already struggling
country.  Among the destruct ion was the
Episcopal  Cathedral  Complex in  Por t -au-
Prince,  the capital .  Holy Trinity Cathedral
completely dissolved into rubble,  as  were
many other buildings that  served as the
heartbeat  of  the community.  The Episcopal
Church has pledged to raise  money to rebui ld
the Cathedral ,  and every diocese is  involved
in the effort .

Our Diocese of  Northern California is
mounting a  campaign to  raise  $100,000 by
this  Easter.  The goal  is  to  encourage every
person to  “buy a  br ick”  for  $10.00,  so  tha t
the Cathedral  can be rebui l t ,  “br ick by
brick.”  This is  NOT li teral ly the way the
cathedral  wi l l  be  re-constructed,  as  that
would leave i t  vulnerable to another  disaster.

The Bishop of Hait i  says that  the
generosity of the whole church will  do more
than raise up bricks and cement;  i t  wil l  raise
the hopes  of  a  people  who have los t  so  much
of their  earthly habitation.

We wil l  see some photos of  Hait i  and
the  Cathedral ,  before  and af ter  the
ear thquake at  our  Shrove Tuesday dinner,
February 21.  Greg Voetsch is  chair ing our
parish participation in the rebuild Haiti
campaign;  Greg went  to  Hait i  about  ten years
ago and has his  f i rs t-hand impressions of
living conditions there.

Did you know that  the Diocese of  Hait i
is  the largest  diocese in the Episcopal
Church with 90,000 Episcopal ians ,  served
by thir ty priests? In addit ion to churches,  the
diocese has provided nat ional  leadership in
the  areas  of  heal th  care ,  educat ion and
development .  The Cathedral  Complex has
also served as  Hait i ‘s  cul tural  center,
housing the music school,  the nation‘s
orchestra  as  well  as  many of  the nat ion‘s
art is ts  who sold their  works through the
Cathedral  shop.  Much of  this  capaci ty  to
lead and serve  has  been des t royed by the
2010 ear thquake.  Rebui ld  our  Church in
Haiti  is  the first  phase of the rebuilding
process .
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The Anchor
St .  Clement ’s  Episcopa l  Church
2376 Zinfandel  Dr ive
Rancho  Cordova ,  CA.  95670
February  2012
Firs t  Class
A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T I O N  R E Q U E S T E D
R E T U R N  P O S TA G E  G U R A N T E E D

REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:00 A.M. RITE I HOLY EUCHARIST
10:00 A.M. RITE II HOLY EUCHARIST

COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP

FOLLOWING EACH SERVICE

FEBRUARY   2012

Congregat iona l  Leadersh ip  Workshop  –  Feb .  25  (Sat . )
This annual  workshop,  offered in each deanery,  provides wonderful  opportuni t ies  to

learn and grow. This  year  the locat ion for  our  area is  St .  John’s ,  Rosevi l le .  I f  you haven’t  seen
their  new church,  you are in for  a  t reat .  The t ime is  9:00 am to 3:00 pm. including lunch.  The
focus is  on change in  the  congregat ion.  But  there  are  other  workshops,  too.  Check out  the
schedule  a t  www.norcalepiscopal .org.   Pastor  Chris t ine wil l  be at tending,  and can provide
rides .

Lunch  Bunch  –  Feb .  2
We continue our monthly healing service and fel lowship lunch on Thursday,  February 2.

Please join us for this informal t ime of worship and eating.  A call  to the office is  very helpful in
planning how much food to prepare.


