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Our Mission Statement
As members of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church who have been granted
eternal life through Jesus Christ’s
death and resurrection, we worship
Him as our Lord and seek to further
His work of salvation through word
and sacrament ministry in our
community and world toward the
goal of creating and strengthening
personal faith in Him

lives toward God and his
promises, rather than living in
The Pastor Page
fear.
How many times have we
heard the prophecies that are Through all these prophecies,
that will be the common theme,
so often spoken at our
hope. Whether the people at the
Christmas services? Likely
you’ve heard them at least as time knew it or not, these are all
many times as you’ve gone to prophecies about the One who
those services, and so you’re is coming. The One who gives
likely quite familiar with them. all people hope. The One who
However, how often have you would die for the sins of the
world, and thereby save the
actually gone back and read
entire world.
those prophecies in their
This advent, as we contemplate
original context?
This year for our advent series, these prophecies of hope,
remember that there are still
that’s exactly what we’ll be
prophecies in our lives too.
doing. We’re going to be
looking at three prophecies in Promises that God has made
us. Promises that you can rely
particular. Those prophecies
on and hope in. He proved that
are: The Voice in the
He is faithful when He fulfilled
Wilderness, The Sign of
His prophecies and promises of
Immanuel, and Little
Bethlehem. As you hear these old and sent His Son to become
one of us, and when He raised
prophecies from the old
from the dead.
testament, you may be a bit
surprised to hear about what’s I pray that God blesses you this
advent season as we gather
going on around them.
Sometimes, they don’t seem to together to hear of how our God
be very clearly associated with fulfilled His people’s hopes in
the past, and that you are built
the Messiah at all. But that
ought not surprise you all that up in the trust of the very same
much. Prophecies aren’t meant God who has given you hope as
to give us a precise roadmap to well.
what’s going to happen in the
May God bless you all,
future. They aren’t meant to
guide our lives by telling us the
exact events in their own
Pastor Christopher Craig
contexts. Rather, they are
meant to give us hope. They
are meant to help us direct our
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So, give thanks for all things and in all
circumstances dear brothers and sisters in
Christ. For you have been saved from sin,
death, and hell by the death and
resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. You
have been added to the very family of God
in an adoption of grace through Holy
Baptism. God is your Father. Our Lord,
Jesus Christ is your brother.
But He not only provides for your spiritual
well-being, He cares also for this body and
life. Your Father in heaven provides food
and clothes, house and home, husband,
wife, and children. He gives you reason and
all your senses. He has given you the raw
talents that you have developed into
careers. Everything you are and everything
that you have is a gift from His fatherly
divine goodness and mercy, without any
merit or worthiness in you.
Give thanks for these things. Make a list
– every morning if you must. Say them out
loud. Sing about them within the
congregation of the saints. And remember
this: God has given you these things so that
you may be of service to those around you –
your family, your neighbors, your brothers
and sisters in Christ. For to whom much is
given; much shall be required (Luke 12:48

The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod
December 2018 Newsletter Article
Article taken at
http://www.lcms.org/stewardship

Throughout his epistles and his
preaching recorded in the Book of Acts, St.
Paul refers, in one way or another, to
thanksgiving and thankfulness nearly 50
times. Whether vertically toward God, or
horizontally toward the neighbor,
thanksgiving is a major theme within St.
Paul’s body of work.
What does this mean? It means
thankfulness is intrinsic to the life of those
baptized into Christ. In other words, giving
thanks is what Christians do as they live out
their lives in this world.
The problem is that we often forget this.
Consider your average, run-of-the-mill,
normal day. When you get home, and your
parents, your spouse or your children ask
about your day, what first comes to your
mind? After 99 percent of things went right,
went exactly as planned, were enjoyable
and blessings, we tend to focus on and
remember the 1 percent of things that went
poorly, that didn’t go as planned, and that
were nuisances.
We remember the bad things. We focus
on discontent. And we fail to give thanks in
all circumstances for everything (Eph. 5:20)
and to rejoice in the Lord always (Phil. 4:4).
Thankfulness and contentment go
together. We are content with things for
which we are thankful. St. Paul could be
content with having plenty or when in need
because He gave thanks to the Lord for all
things. He thanked the Lord for those who
had prayed for him and listened to his
proclamation of the Gospel. He gave thanks
for their good works in and for the Church of
Christ. He gave thanks for the grace of God
in Christ Jesus and found that God’s grace
was sufficient for him.
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Baptismal Birthdays in
December- January 2019

BOCL
BOCL met on Sunday, November 4
after church. Members present were Corey
& Caleb Hirsch , Tyler Gier, Serena McCoy,
Lloyd Gier, Brock & Ruth Mueller, and
Pastor Craig. Minutes were read and
approved.
Shelly Keller gave an update on the
Christmas Eve program. Things still are
coming along nicely.
Advent meals were discussed, Tonya
Chegwidden volunteered for one and LWML
will do one, we still need a volunteer for the
third meeting.
Church Christmas decorating is
scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 1 at 9:00 a.m.
The entire congregation is invited to
participate.
Lloyd Gier moved to replicate Christmas
baskets to the needy as we did last year,
Serena seconded, during discussion Pastor
volunteered to compile a list with the help of
others, motion passed. Finalization will take
place at the next meeting.
Our next meeting is scheduled for
December 2 after church. Pastor closed with
a prayer Respectfully submitted Ruth
Mueller

God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of
grace that you have received, and we pray
for many more blessings for Jesus’ sake

Larry Groth
Marlin Huehl
Robert Trost
Rayford Willingham
Kevin Feldkamp
Kyle Frederking
Reese Gier
Kenneth Meitler
Lloyd Gier

Louis Blase
Barb Mettlen
Justine Dohl
Remington Gier
Tracy Meyer
Tevis Dohl
Mickey Meyer
Wilda Mattke
Heather Meyer

January
Kenneth Becker
Willis Becker
Tyler Gier
Barbara Groth
Clarence Thrun
Jolene Janssen
Lyle Wohler

Douglas Princ
James Thaemert
Jessie Schulteis
Teri Hiitter
Jodi Nelson
Evan Lamb

2019 LWML Flower Committee

Acolyte Schedule

January
Lorelei Dohl, Sophia Scofield

January
Jan 6
Jan 13*
Jan 20
Jan 27*

Aubrelle Hurlbut, Vance Dohl
Eli Schultz, Jacob Schultz
Vance Dohl, Rylan Gier
Isaac Schultz, Kale Sorensen

February
Feb 3
Eli Schultz, Vance Dohl
Feb 10* Aubrelle Hurlbut, Jacob Schultz
Feb 17 Rylan Gier, Kale Sorensen
Feb 24* Isaac Schultz, Bli Schultz
*Communion
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November 7, 2018 LWML News
Pastor Craig opened Nov 7th with a
scripture lesson based on Rev. 7:9-17
Main order of business was to plan for the
Advent Season. We will host a potato bar
Advent meal on Dec.5. Coleen, potatoes;
Shelly cheese sauce; Euni, shredded
cheese; Justine, chili; Barb, sour cream;
Shirley, green peppers, onions; Desserts,
Euni, Ramie, Lois and Cheryl.
Coleen will have the Angel tree up in the
back of the sanctuary which will be
decorated with cards containing a name of
a foster care child and his or her Christmas
gift wish. Corey Hirsch will pick up all gifts
on Dec 9th. The morning of Dec 1st we
will help decorate the church. Most of our
members will help with that evening's
community lighting and party at the
American Legion building. We will end the
year with a party for Pastor Craig and
Shelby on Dec.30.
We voted to send our bazaar proceeds to
the following projects: Lutheran Hour,
Seminary Food Banks at both St. Lous
and Fort Wayne, Orphan Grain Train,
Pastor Craig's education fund, Valentine
postage, Nat'l LWML "Giving Tuesday
2018" in November and give gift towards
the Judson van fund.
Shelly, Ramie and Coleen reported on
Lincoln Zone's fall rally that took place at
Plainville. The zone spring rally will be at
St Paul's in Ellsworth. Finally, Coleen will
continue as president for two more years
as will Justine as secretary

LWML sponsor a wedding shower for Pastor
Craig and Shelby on December 30, 2018
following worship service in the parish hall.
After a delicious lunch provided and served by
the LWML for the Church the time was spend
with games and opening gifts.

Pictures provide by Cheryl Gier

New offering envelopes for 2019 will be
available soon. If you were issued a box
of offering envelopes for 2018 and wish to
receive a new box for 2019, nothing needs
to be done. If there are any changes from
2018 please notify Emilie very soon

.
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Elda Chegwidden (103)
dancing with her grandson at the
2018 Christmas party
at the nursing home.in Ellsworth Kansas

2019 Christmas Flower
for Altar
From In

Shelly & Ray
Keller
Groth Family
Shirley Krueger &
fam.
Emilie Wacker

Memory Of

Our Grandparents
Harold & Maribelle
Keller
Elmer & Margret
Groth
Ron Krueger

Les & Lois Walter

Our Parents

Art & Justine Dohl

Herman & Arlene
Dohl
Jai Frederking

Karen Dumber &
Brothers (Wreath)
Meyers & Erbert
John & Shelley
Thaemert

Picture summited by Chery Gier

Wilmer Thaemert

February 10, 2019
The December Flower Committee
Thanks everyone who has
Donated Flowers & Wreath

Picture Submitted by Dena Sorensen

New Year’s Eve party Sponsored by the
BOCL held in the parish hall, following
worship service. A good time was had by all
Good Food and great fellowship what a good
way to welcome in the 2019!

Coming Event
Annual Pancake Day
Look for more details
in the Sunday bulletins
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Church Council members – As the
Nominating Committee, it is time to
consider nominations for the positions
whose terms are finishing in January,
2019: Trustee and Elder (3-year
terms); Board of Church Life (10 members:
(5) 1-year term and (5) 2-year term). If you
are moved to serve in one of these
positions, please speak to Pastor or a
council

Special Notes of Interests
Sign up to donate blood! The Board of
Church Life is sponsoring a Red Cross
blood drive on February 1, 2019 . here in
the parish hall. Sign up on the bulletin board
in the narthex. Smartphone users can
download the Red Cross donor app and
schedule your appointment, or you can log
on to www.redcross.org. Contact Dell Gier@
785-738-8328 for more information or to
sign up.
Blood donations help save lives.
Carrie and her husband arrived at the
hospital for a scheduled delivery induction,
excited to meet their new little boy.
Suddenly, Carrie was rushed for an
emergency cesarean section. Doctors
delivered their healthy baby boy, but during
the C-section, Carrie experienced
complications, resulting in rapid blood loss.
After a two-hour surgery, she was
exhausted, but felt fine waiting in recovery.
A short time later, her bed was soaked with
blood and she was in stage 4 shock. Carrie
survived yet another surgery, even though
doctors feared she would not make it
through. During her surgeries, Carrie
received more than 17 blood products,
including red blood cells, plasma and
platelets, which she attributes to helping
save her life. She has a message for all
donors: "Thank you from the bottom of my
heart! You are a hero, and you are making a
difference saving lives. I know from
experience." And thanks to the selfless
generosity of blood donors like you, mothers
like Carrie will continue to receive the
transfusions they need.

Pastor Eric Stinnett & Famly
T.I.M. (Together in Mission)
News from
Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett

The Evangel in Ethiopia
Please Pray for: -for continued work on the
hymnal project - the MA students who are
away from family and their churches in order
to get more theological training -continued
progress in Amharic -our new friends who
are struggling here Give thanks For: -a
great continuing education with Dr. Sanchez
on the Holy Spirit -for continued plans for
service here in Ethiopia praise God for: the students who are willing to give up so
much to study here in Addis -all of our
supporters in prayer and finances -for the
seriousness of the students who study here
-finding vaccinations for Levi -Dr. Mark Rabe
and Stefanie, our LCMS coworkers
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Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org

January 2019

January 8
Constitution & By Law Committee Meeting
January 9 Budget meeting
January 16
Church Council meeting
January 20 Annual Voters meeting
February 1
Blood Mobil in parish Hall
February 10 Annual Pancake Day
9 a.m. – Sunday School
9 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall)
10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals)
6:30 p.m. - Wednesday’s Midweek Worship Service

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835

Apply
postage
here

«AddressBlock»
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