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Our Mission Statement
As members of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church who have been granted
eternal life through Jesus Christ’s
death and resurrection, we worship
Him as our Lord and seek to further
His work of salvation through word
and sacrament ministry in our
community and world toward the
goal of creating and strengthening
personal faith in Him

The Pastor Page

What is a Mentor? Some of
you may have heard that we
are going to be starting a
Mentoring program. But
maybe you’re wondering, what
does that even mean? Who’s
the Mentor? Who’s being
mentored? What would you
have to do to be a Mentor?
These are all great questions,
so I figured I’d lay out what
we’re thinking.
First off, what is it? Essentially
what we’re looking to do is to
connect an adult the
congregation with one of the
youth of the congregation.
Having another Christian adult
that is engaged and involved
in their lives can have a huge
impact on the lives of our
youth. Our goal with this
program is to try and facilitate
that relationship.
So then, what would we be
looking for in a Mentor? In
many ways, it will vary greatly
depending on the mentor and
the youth. We understand that
people are busy, and youth in
particular seem to be busier
now than they have been in
the past. So, while some
people may be able to do
something like having weekly
outings with their youth, others
might just be able to show up
at one of the youth’s sports
games and cheer them on.
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That being said, there are a
few things that we would
consider a minimum level of
involvement.
Mentor’s Responsibilities
1. Communicating
(Listening) to the youth –
Somehow or another, you
need to be able to
communicate with your
assigned youth. Whether
that’s through a chat after
church, a letter in the mail, or
a text. More important than
you giving them advice or your
thoughts though, is listening to
them. This is one of the most
impactful things an adult can
do for those younger than
them. Simply listen to them
and hear how things are going
for them.
2. Communicate with
their parents – Its important
that the Mentor and the
youth’s parents are on the
same page. We don’t want to
have any situations come up
where the parents are
discouraging something while
the Mentor’s are encouraging
something. It’s important that
the parents are able to trust
their youth’s mentor, and that
means the mentor and parents
need to be talking with each
other.
3. Prayer – This is
easily the most important thing
that the Mentor will be doing

for the youth. In many ways communicating
with the youth and their parents is done to help
you know what you need to pray for. This
means intentionally and regularly praying for
your assigned youth, as part of your regular
prayers.
Of course, there is much more that can be
done, but those three things are really the core
of a youth mentoring program. We will likely
have events where the youth and their mentors
can come together and do some fun things, but
those aren’t the point of the program. Youth
need consistency and routine, and so the point
of this program is to provide the youth with
another Christian adult in their lives to support
them in their walk with Christ.
If you have any questions please feel free to
come and talk with me, and if you would like to
sign up to be a mentor, there is a sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board on your way into church.
May God bless you all,
Pastor Christopher Craig
++++++++++++++++++++++++

what it is really like. It is like a small child going
to its father and saying, “Daddy, give me six
pence to buy you a birthday present.” Of
course, the father does, and he is pleased with
the child’s present. It is all very nice and
proper, but only an idiot would think that the
father is six-pence to the good on the
transaction. When a man has made these two
discoveries God can really get to work. It is
after this that real life begins. (128–129).
This is the first thing we are given to confess
about stewardship, and it has to do with
ownership. God owns everything, and we are
simply managers — stewards — acting on His
behalf. This is true not only of all that we have
in this life
(Deuteronomy 8:17–18), but also all that we
are in this life (1 Corinthians 6:20).
The rest flows from here. Since we are
stewards, or managers, of what belongs to
God, entrusted to make use of it according to
His will, there is an expectation of responsibility
and accountability.
For the Lord said, “Everyone to whom much
was given, of him much will be required, and
from him to whom they entrusted much, they
will demand the more” (Luke 12:48b).
And from this comes blessing and reward: “Well
done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; I will set you over much.
Enter into the joy of your master” (Matthew
25:21).
We have everything we need to support this
body and life from our God’s fatherly divine
goodness and mercy, without any merit or
worthiness in us. We have everything we need
for our spiritual life also from His merciful
hands.
On account of the sacrifice of His Son, our Lord
Jesus, through the preaching of the gospel and
the administration of the sacraments, we have
the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and
everlasting salvation delivered to us with
absolute certainty that it is ours — not as
stewards but as sons (Galatians 4:1–7).

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
September 2018 Newsletter Article
It’s September, and everything is in full swing
again: back to school and back to church
attendance after vacations and weekends
away. And since everything is back into full
swing, it’s a perfect time to get back to basics,
back to the foundation.
At the end of the first of his chapters on the
virtue of faith in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis
provides a helpful reminder, by way of analogy,
for the foundation of stewardship. He wrote:
Every faculty you have, your power of thinking
or of moving your limbs from moment to
moment, is given you by God. If you devoted
every moment of your whole life exclusively to
His service you could not give Him anything
that was not in a sense His own already. So
then, when we talk of a man doing anything for
God or giving anything to God, I will tell you
Let us then, as His own sons, press all that He
gives to us into the service of His church and to
His glory.
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BOCL
The BOCL met on Tuesday, August 7 at 7:30
p.m. Members present were Cory Hirsch, Tyler
Gier, Dena Sorensen, Lloyd Gier, Trey Wastson,
Brock Mueller, Ruth Mueller, Serena McCoy,and
Pastor Craig. Pastor led with a prayer and devotions
on Article 13 of the Augsburg Confession.
Minutes from previous meeting were read and
approved.
Summary of the cobbler stand was discussed. We
want to thank Shirley Krueger for donating money
towards the ice cream. The total amount made this
year was $1010.00.
First day of Midweek will be September 19. So
far no teacher has be found to replace Sophia, so as
of now Pastor and Loralei will spit the grades, The
Wilson Lake service is set for Sunday, September 2
at 9:00 a.m., picnic will follow, every family brings
their own food. There will be no service at
Bethlehem Lutheran on this morning.
The option of having a Bible Walk was discussed
for this year. It was decided to try to have it. Loyd
Gier moved to attempt to find a leader for this, Dena
seconded, we would like to have a firm commitment
by next meeting, motion passed.
There will be a 2nd half demographic meeting
after church on August 19.
Next meeting will be Tuesday, September 4 at
7:30 p.m. Pastor closed with prayer.
Respectfully submitted Ruth Muell

Baptismal Birthdays in September
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of
grace that you have received, and we pray for
many more blessings for Jesus’ sake

Ron Nelson
Jennifer Meitler
Samuel Princ
Tarry Fischer
Kale Sorensen
Wayne Trapp

+++++++++++++++++

Dean Thaemert
Christina Kirk
Lois Heinze
Cody Trost
Jay Meyer

Acolyte Schedule
September
Sept 2
Sept 9*
Sept 16
Sept 23*
Sept 30*

CHOIR PRACTICE! The Bethlehem Adult Choir will
begin practices on Monday, September 17 at 7
pm in the church balcony. The choir is in need of
new singers, high school age and up. Please join
us twice a month for practices, which will typically
be held on the first and third Mondays of each
month, with additional practice dates as needed.
If you have any questions, please contact the
choir director, Shelly Keller.

None Lake Service
Rylan Gier, Jacob Schultz
Eli Schultz Issac Schultz
Kale Sorensen, Vance Dohl
Aubrelle Hurlbut, Rylan Gier
October

Oct 7
Oct 14*
Oct 21
Oct 28*

Kale Sorensen, Eli Schultz
Jacob Schultz, Vance Dohl
Kale Sorensen, Rylan Gier
Isaac Schultz, Aubrelle Hurlbut
*Communion
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NEW BUSINESS
The main order of business was a motion
made by Ramie to do kits for the Orphan
Grain Train. Motion passed. We will also
do school kits for LWML.
Holy Cross of Wichita sponsors the Orphan
Grain Train facility where they conduct tours
and talk about where the boxes go and
where people go to help pack and load up
trucks. For overseas.
Pres. Ancell adjourned the meeting by
calling on Lois Walter to give a closing
prayer. Justine Dohl, Secretary

August 2, 2017, LWML Minutes
President Coleen Ancell called the
meeting to order at 7 pm in the Parish Hall
of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Lois Walter
started the meeting with devotions taken
from the Summer LWML Quarterly. This
issue dealt with bringing Christ to the lives of
our men and women in uniform. Personal
stories, the goal of presenting Christ to
veterans and their families, and the
importance of sharing Christ's message
through Operation Barnabas were the main
subjects. Especially daunting is that
eighteen percent of the suicides in this
country are veterans which amounts to 20
taking their lives every day.
Roll call was taken, minutes read, accepted
and the financial report given for April, May,
June and July. Three purchased tables and
14 chairs came out of the cookbook fund.
Most of the meeting was strictly business
with many committee reports that would
pertain to fall events.
Lorelei is in charge of guest night for
Sept. She has two options. She would like
to have Stan Labertew and Ben explain their
apiary business. The other option is to invite
the Praise and Worship Band from Ellsworth
and inviting youth from other congregations
and the members of the high school's
Fellowship of Christian Athletes.
We have to decide with the BOCL if we do
the Bible Walk.
Barb Meitler, Euni Thaemert and Justine
Dohl are in charge of the October
6th Bazaar which takes place on the same
day as the Tri City Garage Sale.
LWML Sunday to be decided. The
committee can find the service at LWML's
PDF file.
Shirley Krueger is very conscientious about
sending occasion appropriate cards to the
congregation and community when
necessary.
August flowers are Euni Thaemert's and
Coleen Ancell's responsibility.

LWML Sunday — Celebrate
Lutheran Women in Mission
A special worship service is planned for
Sunday October 7, 2018, to celebrate all
that God has done through the LWML. The
author of this service, Reverend Ken
Hennings selected the theme, “Our Rest in a
Changing World,” based upon Psalm 62:1–
8. Since 1942, the LWML has affirmed each
woman’s identity as a child of God and her
relationship with Jesus Christ, encouraging
and equipping Christian women to live out
their lives in active mission ministries, and to
support missions around the world through
their sacrificial gifts of mites, tithes,
offerings, and tireless service.

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
(LWML) is the official women’s auxiliary of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

LWML Flower Committee 2018
September
Shelly Keller, Coleen Ancell
October
Emilie Wacker, Shirley Krueger
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Scholarship News:

2018 LWML Church Watering Schedule
September
Aug 27-Sept 9
Sept 10-Sept 23
Sept 24- Oct 8

The Bethlehem Lutheran Memorial
Scholarship Committee is pleased to
announce the awarding of the 2018
scholarships. The recipients of a $500.00
scholarship to each of them are Blake
Chegwidden, Broderick H. Schofield and
Lukas Sebesta.
The Bethlehem Lutheran Memorial
Scholarship Fund was established in
January of 2004 by a gift to Bethlehem
Lutheran. Since that time additional gifts
have been added to the fund. The
scholarship application is available to active
members of Bethlehem who are graduates
of high school entering a higher education
for the first time

Barb Meitler
Sophia Schofield
Eunice Thaemert

The watering schedule is set for two week
intervals, Mondays through Sundays.
Please water all outside bushes and the flower
box. You are welcome to trim and weed as
needed. If unable to work on your assigned
weeks, please trade Please notify the next
person on the list after finishing your two week
water assignment

LWML Bazaar at Bethlehem
Saturday, October 6
8 am - 2 pm
Morning rolls and coffee
Homemade soup / sandwich / pie
luncheon
Bake sale
Bargain tables
Card sales
Anyone wanting to help with the bazaar
and/or donate a pie, bake sale items, or
bargain
table items, please contact the committee
members. Please mark the date
on your calendar to attend this year's
event! Thanks!
Committee members:
Euni Thaemert, Justine Dohl,
Barbara Meitler
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Zeigler Accepts Call
to Serve as Speaker of
The Lutheran Hour
Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) is pleased to
announce that the Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler of St.
Louis, Missouri, has accepted a call to serve as
Speaker of The Lutheran Hour radio program.
Zeigler succeeds to the microphone following the
departure of Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, who
accepted a call in 2017 to serve as executive
director of the Lutheran Center for Religious
Liberty. He will officially begin his ministry with
LHM on Oct. 1 and will broadcast his first sermon
on Reformation Sunday (Oct. 28).
"We are pleased that the Lord has led
us to Rev. Zeigler as the next person to
carry on our rich history of proclaiming
the Gospel through The Lutheran Hour,"
says LHM President & CEO Kurt Buchholz.
"While we will soon have a new voice
behind the microphone, our focus for the
program remains the same: proclaiming the
clear Gospel message of salvation which
comes through Jesus Christ."
“In addition to connecting with people
through the traditional methods of radio and
in-person events, we look forward to
partnering with Rev. Zeigler to utilize the
expanding possibilities for sharing the
Gospel that are offered by new
technologies,” says Rev. Dr. Tony Cook,
executive director of United States
ministries for LHM.
Zeigler has served as pastor of
Epiphany Lutheran Church in south St.
Louis since August 2014. Prior to that, he
was assistant pastor at nearby Timothy
Lutheran Church. Before becoming a
pastor, he served as an aircraft
maintenance officer in the Air Force.
“While accepting this call means that I
must suffer the heartbreak of no longer
being pastor to the people of Epiphany, I
have the joy of meeting and working
alongside wonderful people with Lutheran
Hour Ministries,” says Zeigler. “The role of
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Speaker has been held by many
distinguished men of God; I am in awe of
their work and intend to learn from their
example. Despite my own feelings of
inadequacy, I step into this role with the
confidence that the Lord Himself has called
me to share His truth and love with a wider
audience. Best of all, this means that I get
to know Jesus better and help others know
Him, too.”
Zeigler grew up in a military family, living
throughout the United States, from North
Dakota to Alabama and Virginia to
Colorado. His family moved 11 times
before he finished high school in
Springfield, Missouri. He graduated from
the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs, Colorado, in 2001 with a
bachelor’s degree in general engineering
and served for five years in the Air Force.
He left active duty in 2006 to enter
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, where he
completed a Master of Divinity degree in
theological studies and a Ph.D. in doctrinal
theology.
He continues to serve part-time as an Air
Force Reserve officer and as a guest
instructor at Concordia Seminary and has
previously been a guest lecturer for the
Concordia University Network and a
ministry leadership course coordinator for
Christian Friends of New Americans. He
published a book entitled Christian Hope
Among Rivals: How Life-Organizing Stories
Anticipate the End of Evil in 2017 and has
written several papers for symposia, circuit
meetings, and national conferences. He
and his wife, Amy, have four children.
The Lutheran Hour is the world’s
longest-running Christian radio program
and currently airs on more than 1,800
stations throughout North America as well
as the American Forces Network. The
program reaches more than one million
listeners each week and is also available
online, through a mobile app, and on
various new media platforms.

Pastor Eric Stinnett Presentation
T.I.M. (Together in Mission)

The Evangel in Ethiopia
We were very thankful to be able to
welcome Pastor Eric Stinnett and two of his
children to be with us on August 5th. (His
wife was in Montana, along with their third
child, waiting for their fourth child to be
born.) Not only was he kind enough to
preach for us during the service, but he also
gave us an awesome presentation on what
he does over in Ethiopia. He started off by
speaking to us of some of the cultural
differences between here and there as you
can see in the pictures with their different
style of meals.
He also spoke to us of the work he’s
doing at the Mekane Yesus seminary. There
he has been given the opportunity to teach
confessional Lutheran theology to the
pastors of the largest Lutheran
denomination in the entire world. The
Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane
Yesus has 8.3 million members, and they
came to us, the Lutheran Church – Missouri
Synod, and asked for theological educators
to come and teach at their Seminary. We
are honored to be able to support Pastor
Stinnett as he seeks to teach and preach
Christ Crucified to a people who desperately
want to know everything there is to know
about Him.

(Pictures provided by Dell Gier)

Pastor Eric Stinnett
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Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org

9 a.m. – Sunday School
9 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall)
10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals)
6:30 p.m. - Wednesday’s Midweek Worship service

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835

Apply
postage
here

«AddressBlock»
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