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Our Mission Statement 
 

As members of Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church who have been granted 

eternal life through Jesus Christ’s 

death and resurrection, we worship 

Him as our Lord and seek to further 

His work of salvation through word 

and sacrament ministry in our 

community and world toward the 

goal of creating and strengthening 

personal faith in Him. 

The Pastor’s Page 

 And he said to them, "This kind 

cannot be driven out by anything 

but prayer." (Mark 9:29)   

    Jesus had just cast out a demon 

from a boy.  His father brought his 

son to the disciples to have the 

demon removed, but they were 

unable to do so.  But Jesus could. 

    This past month saw the media 

and celebrities react to the death by 

suicide of actor and comedian 

Robin Williams. People were 

shocked.  I was.  He was so 

successful by the world’s 

standards.  It seemed he had every 

reason to be happy and content. 

    Yet he fought demons – the 

demons of depression – throughout 

his life.  Or that’s what the news 

reports had to say about him.  

Time in rehab due to additions to 

drugs or alcohol.  Medications to 

control anxiety and depression.  It 

seems that maybe life wasn’t so 

happy or content after all. 

    Perhaps you or someone you 

know has had to deal with the 

demon known as depression.  It’s 

far more frequent than what we 

care to know or admit. 

    I took it upon myself to read a 

short book by an LCMS pastor, 

Rev. Todd Peperkorn.  Published 

in 2009, it is an autobiography of 

his journey into and out from the 

depths of depression.  It was eye 

opening and humbling to me.  It 

made me appreciate what people 

who battle depression face day 

after day. 

    It’s not a demon that can be 

faced by anyone alone.  Peperkorn 

and the resources he researched all 

point to the treatment of depression 

as a group activity.  All by myself, 

I cannot with this battle.  But 

through the power of prayer and 

service of others, the demon of 

depression can be contained, and 

even cast out. 

    Peperkorn was recently 

interviewed on the Christian talk 

radio program “Issues, Etc.” 

shortly after the news of Robin 

Williams’ suicide.  What struck me 

from that interview was the state of 

mind that the depressed and 

suicidal are in when the point of 

taking one’s own life is at state.  

Many of these people believe they 

are helping their family, friends, or 

coworkers by removing this 

problem that they believe they are 

causing in the lives of others.  

They just don’t want to be a 

burden anymore. 

    That’s the demon of depression 

going to its ultimate end, which is 

exactly where Satan wants you – 

your death.  Even for strong 

Christians, depression and suicide 

are very real threats to body and 

soul.  It’s not something that is 

easily overcome. 

    Jesus instructed His disciples to 

turn to prayer instead of turning to 

themselves and their own abilities 

to eradicate the forces of evil.  This 

is exactly how the depressed and 

suicidal need to be treated in order 

to remove the inward focus on the 

pain and despair to the help that 

can only come from the outside.  

Help that comes through prayer, 

through therapy, medication, and 

good clinical and pastoral care. 

(continues on page 2)
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(from page 1) 

    If you or a loved one are struggling with depression 

(or “the blues” or “melancholy” as it was often called 

years ago), there is help for you.  If you’re a friend or 

family member of someone that might be struggling with 

depression or suicide, I recommend downloading and 

reading Rev. Peperkorn’s book.  He addresses it more 

towards pastors dealing with depression, but it can be 

helpful for laity, too.  Here is a link to the document:  

http://lcms.org/page.aspx?pid=726&DocID=721.  If you 

run into trouble, I have it downloaded and can email it to 

you, or I can also give you my printed copy.  Lutheran 

Hour Ministries also has a good booklet titled 

“Depression” that we have in stock on the display rack in 

the narthex. 

    The demons of depression, anxiety, and suicide should 

not be taken lightly.  Pastoral care can be a good first 

step in figuring out if “the blues” may be a sign of a 

greater medical and/or psychological condition. 

    Thanks be to God that there is hope through our Lord 

Jesus Christ who has conquered all things for us.  We 

might not see the results until the great day of our 

resurrection, but trusting God’s deliverance from sin, 

guilt, shame, doubt, and depression will carry us through 

the valley of the shadow of death to a glorious home in 

heaven. 

- Pastor Augustine 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

BOCL Minutes 
BOCL Minutes       August 5. 2014   8:00 p.m.  

Members present: Warren Meitler, Barb Meitler, Marilyn 

Wenthe, Brock Mueller, Ruth Mueller, Kylie Ehrlich, 

Dale Krueger, Shirley Krueger, Gary Frederking. 

Minutes from previous meeting were read and approved. 

Next blood drive is scheduled for Sept. 5, 2014 from 

noon to six. Barb Meitler will coordinate the snacks. We 

will have another meeting before that so will discuss 

more on the snacks then. 

Gary Frederking motioned that the bottled water supply 

be replenished, Warren Meitler seconded, motion 

passed. Ruth will look into previous minutes to see about 

cost and procedure on reordering. 

On the church brochure topic, Brock motioned that 

Warren M. be the representative for the BOCL. Barb M 

seconded, motion passed. 

Warren Meitler volunteered to be the September greeter. 

Next meeting is scheduled for Sept. 2, 2014 at 8:00 p.m.. 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord's Prayer.                         

Respectfully submitted                                                        

Brock L Mueller sec. 

 

Notes on the Peach Cobbler Stand: 

The stand made $650 (minus cost of the ice cream) 

everything else was donated.  Ten peach cobblers and 

one rhubarb cobbler were made, and we sold all but 6 

pieces of cobbler.  Many thanks to all who helped make 

the cobblers or serve at the stand! 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

September Stewardship Newsletter Article  

     The Gospels are filled with irony. Death itself is 

defeated by the death of Jesus. Jesus, the Son of God the 

Father, is given to Pilate in exchange for Barabbas, 

which means “son of the father.” But one particularly 

puzzling bit of irony is that Judas was given charge of 

the moneybag.  

     In response to Mary Magdelene’s lavish gift, when 

she poured out almost a year’s wages to anoint Jesus’

feet, Judas replied, “Why was this ointment not sold for 

three hundred denarii and given to the poor” (John 

12:5)? And then John tells us, “He said this, not because 

he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and 

having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself 

to what was put into it” (John 12:6).  

     So, why is Judas put in charge of the money? Jesus 

could have put any of his disciples in charge of it. He 

could have put Nathaniel in charge, of whom Jesus said, 

“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit” 

(John 1:47), or John, “the disciple whom Jesus loved” 

(John 21:20), or Levi, the tax collector, who was 

financially savvy (Luke 5:27). But he didn’t. He chose 

Judas, whom He called “a devil” (John 6:70). Why? 

     Jesus put His money where his mouth was. “Do not 

lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 

rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay 

up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 

and steal” (Matthew 6:19–20). Our Lord put not His 

trust in earthly treasures, but in the word and will of His 

Father. The Lord will provide.  

     In Judas, we see the heart and gut-wrenching end of 

one who treasured the wrong thing. “Where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21; 

Luke 12:34). “No one can serve two masters, for either 

he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve God and money” (Matthew 6:24; Luke 16:13). It’s 

an alarming example, a visceral image, of what loving 

money and hating God can look like.  

     But no one, save Jesus, was the wiser. During Jesus’

three-year ministry, Judas looked, talked, and acted like 

the other eleven. He seemed to be about the right things. 

http://lcms.org/page.aspx?pid=726&DocID=721
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But “love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. It is 

through this craving that some have wandered away 

from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs”

(1 Timothy 6:10). And this craving led Judas to sell 

Jesus for thirty pieces of silver, which the chief priests 

used to buy his own grave—an ironic transaction indeed.  

     All of this is to say that money is a good thing but it 

is not God. Use it for the purpose which God gives it. 

Spend it on providing for your family. Spend it on 

support of your community. Give it to support and 

provide for the work of God among you in church, the 

ministry of Word and Sacrament, through which you 

receive forgiveness, life, and salvation. Invest in all these 

things. Put your treasure where God calls you to put it, 

and your heart will follow. Your hearts will be set on 

things above, for these things—family, society, and 

church—are of God. “Seek first the kingdom of God and 

His righteousness, and all this will be added to you”

(Matthew 6:33). 

     So, do not be anxious, but trust in the mercies of God. 

All you need will be given by your Father in heaven. 

“For it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom” (Luke 12:32). The Father can easily out-give 

what any thief can steal. And the beauty is: He not only 

can, but does. There is nothing ironic about that. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

LWML Fall Guest Party 
    All the women of the congregation are invited to join 

the LWML members for their ”Gals-on-the-go” 

progressive meal/party. It will be held late Sunday 

afternoon, September 7, 2014, beginning at 4:30 at 

Cheryl Gier’s place.  Since it is a progressive meal/party, 

it is important to be at each location on time. Invitations, 

with the party schedule, are in the church mailboxes.  

ALL WOMEN ARE WELCOME!!  Any Questions- call 

Emilie at 526-7298 or Ramie at 526-7433. 

 

 

LWML Flower Committee 
 

September 
 

Shelly Keller, Coleen Ancell 
 

 October  
 

Emilie Wacker, Shirley Krueger 
 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Baptismal Birthdays in October 
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of grace that you 

have received, and we pray for many more blessings for 

Jesus’ sake! 

 
 

Tarry Fischer 

Lois Heinze 

Christina Kirk 

Jennifer Meitler 

Alan (Jay) Meyer 

Ronald Nelson 

Samuel Princ 

Kale Sorensen 

Dean Thaemert 

Wayne Trapp 

Cody Trost 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Acolyte Schedule 

September - October 
 

September 7 Marshall Hurlbut 

14* Rachel Sebesta 

21 Grace Chegwidden 

28* Hannah Wolting 

October 5 Kilby Meyer 

12* Kayla Augustine 

19 Marshall Hurlbut 

26* Rachel Sebesta 
* Communion service 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Special Voters Meeting Summary 
    The congregation held a special voters meeting on 

Sunday, August 24 following the worship service.  The 

purpose was to review bids received by the Trustees to 

take care of painting  the north side of the parish hall as 

well as the high points around the rest of the building.  

The low bid of $2,300.00 by Jim Frederick was accepted 

although the work will not be done until 2015. 

    A separate item was presented to allow the new 

restaurant in Sylvan to buy some of the small glasses 

from the kitchen that are not currently used.  That was 

also approved. 

    The next special Council meeting will be Wednesday, 

September 17 in the parish hall to continue discussions 

on long term plans and consider short term cost saving 

opportunities. 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

BETHLEHEM LWML MEETING 
 The Bethlehem LWML met on Wednesday, 

August 6, 2014 for their bi-monthly meeting.  Sophia led 

The Lords’ Prayer for our opening.  Instead of a Bible 

Study this evening, Lorelei spoke about several  of  our 

Mission of Love projects:  the ‘Baby Kits’ and the 

‘School Kits’.  The ‘Baby Kits’ project is over for this 

year and we should have 19-20 Kits available to send to 

Lutheran World Relief in October.  Needed item notices 

were passed around for us to complete some of the kits – 

they are to be in by the end of August – get them to 

Sophia or Lorelei with the notices.  The ‘School Kits’ 

are started now and they are to be collected by Sept. 19
th

.  

A display will be put up in the back of the church and 

anyone can pick up a list and gather the items.   

 The meeting was called to order by President 

Coleen.  Roll call was answered by 12 members, 

everyone giving various names for JESUS.  Secretary 

Lois read the minutes of the last meeting, followed by 

sharing of the correspondence.  The treasurer reported a 

balance of $3436.30 in the treasury.  Of this amount 

$1243.74 is designated from the cookbook fund, 

$1564.34 for the funeral luncheon fund, and $628.22 in 

the Home Fund.  It was moved and seconded to accept 

both the minutes, and the treasurer’s report as presented.   

Committee reports were given: 

1) Greeting cards – We have a nice selection on 

the table in the Parish Hall for anyone to buy. 

2) Mission of Love – Kits – We discussed this earlier in 

the meeting.  Stamps need to be trimmed. 

3) Funeral Lunch – It was announced we would 

have the funeral luncheon for the Elmer 

Groth family after his services on Monday, 

August 11
th

.  Food will again be needed and 

also workers.   

4) Cheer, Banners, Church Guests, Campus 

Ministry, Library, Historian, and Prayer 

Chain Committees had No Reports.   

5) Networker – Euni puts 24 copies of the 

LWML Quarterly in members mailboxes.   

6) Flowers – Responsible for flowers in church 

for August are Coleen & Justine, and for 

September Shelly & Coleen. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Since it is so dry the outside landscaping and 

flower box needs lots of water.  The 

schedule is as follows:  now through August 16
th

 – 

Lorelei, August 17th to30th  – Shirley K., August 31 to 

September 13 – Shelly, and September 14 to 27
th

 – 

Cheryl. 

The file cabinet is in the balcony and is ready to 

receive and file anything devotional or for Bible Studies 

in the future for LWML.  We will be getting some file 

folders for the cabinet.   

The Board of Church Life is going to make a new 

triple fold brochure for our church and are asking for 

help from our different groups.  Shelly will help with 

this from LWML.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

We discussed whether we wanted to Adopt-A-

Seminarian again.  We sponsored Pastor Wm. Wingfield 

the past several years and he now is Pastor at Calvary 

Lutheran Church, Wellington, Ks.  It was moved, 

seconded, and passed that we ask for another Seminarian 

who is from Kansas.  Lois W. will call the District 

Office to see who from Kansas are available for this 

project.  We again voted to send $500.00 a year.   

Our Fall Event/Guest Night committee is Emilie 

and Ramie.  The date set for this is Sept. 7
th

, and it will 

be a Progressive Supper.  We are to bring a guest along.  

More information will be available real soon.   

Our 24
th

 Annual Bazaar and Soup Luncheon is 

coming up soon on Saturday, October 4
th

 with Coleen 

and Shelly as co-chairman.  Shelly will be putting 

together the paperwork for each member and will be 

putting it in each LWML member mailbox.  We also 

discussed having a church-wide garage sale on the 

cement slab the same day, but we would need other 

members of the church to work that.   All receipts from 

the garage sale would go to our church treasury to help 

pay bills.  Marmie will make flyers to pass out in church 

to see if this garage sale would be feasible or not.  More 

discussion will follow later.   

LWML Sunday is Sunday, October 5
th

 with Euni 

& Shirley as the committee. We will most likely display 

the ‘Baby Kits’ and ‘School Kits’. 

The Fall Workshop is sometime in October at 

St.Johns’, Lincoln.  It will either be on October 12
th
 or the 26

th
.  

Thrivent Financial again asked if our church 

would host their annual fall meeting and dinner on 

November 2
nd

.  The LWML cooked the meal for 

Thrivent in November of 2011. We will have more 

discussion on this at our September Bible Study.   

Our next LWML bi-monthly Bible Study will be 

on Wednesday, September 3
rd

 with Pastor Augustine 

presenting the Bible Study.   Barb Meitler will be hostess.   

     Hostess tonight was Marmie Schultz, Jacob, Eli, and Isaac. 

    Lorelei led us in praying Luther’s Evening Prayer.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 Lois Walter, LWML Secretary 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bethlehem Choir Practice 
     Yep, it's that time to start Adult Choir Practice once 

again!  If you like to sing, come to our first practice on 

Monday night, September 15th, at the church/parish hall. 

One of the greatest blessings in being part of the body of 

Christ is the music that it has produced over the 

centuries.  We all have our favorites--songs of worship 

and praise to God, songs that have ministered to us in a 

special time of need, songs that have touched our hearts 

in a unique way, and that have challenged us to commit 

our lives more fully to the Lordship of Christ.  Music is a 

beautiful way to glorify God and lift your own spirit in 

praise.  Music prepares the heart for worship and helps 

teach and proclaim God’s love and mercy. We NEED 

more voices to help us sing praises to God, whom we 

love, so we can keep our Choir going for the coming 

church seasons. 

    We hope to see you then on Monday, September 15
th

.  

We usually practice twice a month, and we have fun 

with singing hymns of faith, and many other songs of 

praise and worship.  Think about it and invite others to 

come along and sing.  Thanks – Lois Walter 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Circuit 13 and Kansas District News 
    Lots of news to share this month: 

- Pastor Hoppe declined the call he received to 

Ely and Babbitt, Minnesota.  He remains at St. 

Paul’s of north Ellsworth 

- Pastor Kenton Rohrberg will be retiring from 

the ministry in October.  His last Sunday serving 

at Messiah, Hays will be October 26. 

- St. John’s of Topeka, KS is having a mission 

fest featuring Pastor James Krikava, who’s the 

associate regional director for Eurasia of the 

Office of International Missions of LCMS. The 

title of his talk on Saturday is “LCMS Goin’ 

Home: Serving the Lord in Eurasia.”  The 

gathering is from 2:00 – 4:15 on Saturday, 

September 13. 

- St. Paul’s of north Ellsworth will host a 

mission festival and the annual Forum on 

Sunday, September 14 at 3:00 p.m.  See the 

announcement on this page. 

- Concordia Lutheran of Hoisington will host its 

annual Lutheran Lectures Series on Saturday, 

September 20 beginning at 12:15 p.m.  The Rev. 

Dr. Gifford Grobien will present “Living the 

Sanctified Life in a Secular World”.  All are 

welcome to attend and there is no charge.  See 

the poster in the narthex or log on to 

http://www.concordia-hoisington.org/ and click 

on the “Lutheran Lecture Series” tab. 

- Peace Lutheran of Natoma and First Lutheran 

of Plainville will host creation expert Brian 

Young.  He will present on “Dinosaurs, the Ice 

Age, and Pre-Flood World” on Saturday, 

September 27 at 2 p.m. in Plainville.  Then he 

present on “Why Creation is Important” and 

“Noah’s Ark” on Sunday, September 28 at 2 p.m. 

in Natoma.  Natoma Lutherans for Life is 

sponsoring this “creation weekend” and there is 

no charge for attending.  See the full 

announcement on page 6. 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.concordia-hoisington.org/
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

School Kit Collection 
     The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League of 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is collecting items for 

School Kits to be sent to those in need. If you would like 

to contribute by putting together a kit or by buying items 

to put toward a kit, your help would be much 

appreciated. We will until September 19.  These are the 

items needed for each school kit: 

1) Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college rule 

paper (app. 8” x 10 ½ “) NO Single Sheets 

2) One 30 centimeter ruler, or a ruler with 

centimeters on one side and incher on the other 

3) One pencil sharpener 

4) One 2 ½” eraser 

5) One blunt scissors (safety scissors with 

embedded steel blades work well) 

6) Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers (secure 

together with a rubber band) 

7) Five ballpoint pens - NO GEL INK (secure 

together with a rubber band.) 

8) One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

9) One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth 

bag(app 14” x 17” with shoulder straps) - NO 

STANDARD BACKPACKS.  Recommended 

fabrics include heavy cotton, canvas, denim, or 

twill. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

VBS in Pictures 
    Enjoy these memories of serving God’s little lambs!   

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

Coming Events at Bethlehem 
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org 

September 2 – Elders and BOCL meetings 

September 3 – LWML Bible Study 

September 7 – LWML “Gals On the Go!” Progressive Dinner 

September 10 – Confirmation begins 

September 14 – Circuit Mission Festival and Forum 

September 15 – Choir practice begins 

September 16 – LifeLight bible study begins 

September 17 – Midweek begins 

September 17 – Special Council meeting 
 

 

Our Weekly Worship schedule: 

9 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school) 

9 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall) 

10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Sundays and some festivals) 
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