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Our Mission Statement
As members of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church who have been granted
eternal life through Jesus Christ’s
death and resurrection, we worship
Him as our Lord and seek to further
His work of salvation through word
and sacrament ministry in our
community and world toward the
goal of creating and strengthening
personal faith in Him.

The Pastor’s Page

You know what time of the
year it is. The temperatures are
going down. The days are getting
shorter. Sports equipment is lying
everywhere. That’s right, school is
starting. That of course means new
everything! New clothes (because
of course they never stop growing).
New paper, new pens and pencils,
new teachers, sometimes even new
schools. But what about new
routines? You have probably heard
the verse from Proverbs: “Train up
a child in the way he should go;
even when he is old he will depart
from it.” (Proverbs 22:6) But have
you heard this one? “And these
words that I command you today
shall be on your heart. You shall
teach them diligently to your
children and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house, and
when you walk by the way, and
when you lie down and when you
rise. You shall bind them as a sign
on your hand and they shall be
frontlets between your eyes. You
shall write them on the doorposts
of your house and on your gates.”
(Deuteronomy 6:6-9)
We all know that it is the parents’
(specifically the father’s)
responsibility to teach their
children about the Word of God.
Yet, we struggle with this for some
reason. Oftentimes I hear the
excuse, “We’re just too busy. We
can’t find the time.” This of course
begs the question of what could
possibly be more important than
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passing on the faith to your
children. However, it would be
silly of me to not recognize that
people are indeed busy in this day
and age. This is even more true
when the kids are running around
doing their own things. But is that
really the reason behind why many
parents don’t keep the Word in
front of their children? Or is it
because they simply don’t know
how. Is it because their parents
didn’t do it for them, and therefore
they have no idea where to even
start? Perhaps it is just our lazy
sinful nature rearing its ugly head
again. No matter what the excuses
and reason behind our lack of
family catechesis, the fact is that
that lack is present. So what are we
going to do about it? Well, we
have to start somewhere. For now,
we are using the Faith Legacy
Series as our starting point. This
will hopefully give us a way to
begin the conversation. A way to
start the process of creating
catechesis in the home. But we do
need to recognize something
before we start this. “… all our
righteous acts are like filthy rags;”
(Isaiah 64:6b) We are not perfect.
Even our good deeds are
practically worthless. This does not
mean that we do not even try do
the right thing, like teaching our
children about God. But it does
mean that we shouldn’t expect that
we are going to be perfect this side
of Heaven. We strive for perfection
of Heaven, but recognize that it is

only through the grace of God that anything
gets done. It is our responsibility to teach our
children the faith. No matter what we have
been doing before. No matter how we grew up.
No matter whether we know how to or not. God
is clear about whose job it is. However, He’s
also clear about the fact that it is really Him
working through you. No one comes to faith, or
learns about the faith without the Spirit
working through the Word. Your job is to try;
God’s job is to succeed. Take confidence in
this, and recognize that God cares even more
for your children than you do. He will fulfill
His promises
Pastor Christopher Craig

****************************

September 2016 Stewardship Article
The devil, though defeated by the death,
resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus
Christ, remains a very capable and clever foe.
He is smarter than we are. He’s been watching
us and taking notes for a very long time. He
knows what we want, and he knows how to lure
us away. And he does this by telling us what
we want to hear. That’s what makes it so
difficult.
To us who are greedy, he says: “You are not
greedy. You are prudent. You are frugal. You
are a good steward with your money. God
doesn’t want you not to have all the things you
want. He wants you to be happy. He wants you
to have the latest and greatest toys for both
young and old.” So if you consider yourself to
be wise in the way of money and finances,
beware of who just might be telling you these
things.
Satan is a liar. He tells us what we want to
hear. He lures us away from repentance and
confession and faith, so that we harden our
consciences and place our souls in peril. We
must not underestimate the enemy. We have all
taken his bait. We have all failed in this. None
of us can say that we have fought this
temptation to hold back with everything we
have and won.
And we must repent. Yes, God wants us to
be happy. But this happiness is never at the

expense of faithfulness. We have a calling. We
are a member of His family, the church. That
relationship places a duty upon us: to give a
generous proportion of the first fruits of the
income He provides.
Only God is true to His Word. Only God is
true to His promises. His promises never fail.
His Word endures forever. His mercies are new
every morning. He is faithful. He provides
everything that we need. He provides food and
clothes, house and home, everything that we
pray for in the fourth petition of the Lord’s
Prayer.
There are a whole host of things that we
have that we do not need. The question that we
need to ask ourselves is whether these have
come at the expense of our faithful, generous
proportion of the first fruits of our income. If
they have, then we must repent, turning away
from our selfishness to Him who is faithful by
giving His Son into death so that we are
reconciled to Him and justified in His sight.
The devil will always tell you what you
want to hear. But God tells us and gives us
what we need to hear. With law and gospel, he
cuts us to the heart, so that we will repent and
believe His Word and promises. He is faithful.
He is good. He will not forsake you, or leave
you destitute. So believe and trust in Him. And
you will not only be happy. You will be
blessed.
************************************
The BOCL
The BOCL meeting was held on Friday August
5 at 7:00 p.m. Members present were Tyler
Gier, Lloyd Gier, Marcy Hurlbut, Trey Watson,
Ronda Watson, Brock Mueller, Ruth Mueller,
and Pastor Craig. Pastor opened with prayer
and devotion. Minutes were read and
approved.
Board of Education-Concerns of
supervision of the large number of children
attending Midweek were brought up.
Additional adult supervision during
transportation from the school, and during meal
time were suggested.
To start our member's children on a path to
confirmation a separate class after midweek is

being developed by Pastor Craig. This is a need
that has been brought to the board's attention by
Bethlehem Luth. parents and positively
encouraged by the BOCL and Pastor Craig.
Pastor will meet with the parents and work with
them on this idea.
The first day of Midweek is Sept. 21.
Funding for midweek meals seems to be
working, so we will stay the same as last year.
Evangelism-Lloyd Gier agreed to attend the
next Lincoln county fair board meeting. This
pertains to bringing a speaker and possibly a
mobile museum on creationism. It's our hopes
that the surrounding sister congregations would
be willing to contribute financially to this
project also..
Marcy has actively started a youth group.
This group is teen orientated and open to all
nondenominational teens.
Stewardship- The peach cobbler stand
cleared $721.00. We ordered 15 gallons of
Schwan's ice cream and made 14 cobblers. We
had around 2 1/2 gal. ice cream and a few
pieces of cobbler left over from the fair.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday,
September 6 at 7:00 p.m. Guest greeters for
Sept. will be Brock & Ruth Mueller. We
closed with a prayer.
Respectfully submitted Ruth Mueller
***************************
BETHLEHEM LWML MEETING
August 3, 2016
The bi-monthly meeting of the LWML
was held on Wednesday evening, August 3rd,
at the Parish Hall. Marmie Schultz opened our
evening with prayer and a short devotion.
President Coleen called the meeting to
order with 10 members answering roll call,
along with 4 little boys attending with their
mothers. The minutes of the last meeting were
read by Secretary Lois and they were accepted
as read. This was followed by the reading of the
correspondence mail and several thank-you’s.
Following this, Treasurer Ramie read the
Treasurer’s report & it was accepted as read.
She reported $3537.53 as the balance, with
$511.02

in the Home acct., $1452.26 designated in the
cookbook fund acct., and $1574.25 designated
in the funeral luncheon fund acct., as of July
31, 2016.
Committee reports were as follows:
1) Greeting Cards - - All-occasion cards have
been selling good and more boxes are soon to
be ordered by Euni.
2) Mission of Love - -We are going to be
putting together 25 school kits to go to
Lutheran World Relief. Back packs are ordered
for packing.
3) Funeral Lunches - - We served a funeral
luncheon for the family of Doris Mueller, after
her graveside service, on August 2nd. Her
daughter, Sheryl (Mueller) Thorpe, gave the
LWML a monetary gift for serving the
luncheon. These funds will be given to the
church for kitchen renovations.
4) flowers - - Putting the flowers out for
church services and watering the flowers inside
for August are Coleen & Justine, September
will be Coleen & Shelly. We will also buy
some flowers for our 135th church anniversary
service which is to be celebrated on Sunday,
August 21st.
5) Outside Landscaping - - Lorelei Dohl will
be watering the outside plants from August 1427, Barb Meitler August 28 - September 10,
Sophia Schofield September 11 - 24, and Euni
Thaemert from Sept. 25 - October 8.
Old Business:
New Kids church bags (15) have been
ordered.
The baby shower planned for Katie &
Ethan Lyne is on Sunday, August 14th at
2:00 in the Parish Hall. Elise Schulteis Sulsar,
and Jessie Lyne Schulteis,
are going to do the decorating & planning the
games, and the LWML will do a
lunch of assorted cookies and a fruit plate
w/dips.
New Business:
It was moved and seconded that we
give $1000 to the church for financial
assistance for the kitchen renovation. This will
be taken from the Funeral Luncheon fund.
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A little discussion was held about the
Bazaar coming up on Saturday, October 1st.
Since we are a small group anymore, we will
need all our LWML members to help in the
Parish Hall and the kitchen. We discussed
having the ‘garage sale’ again on the cement
slab between the church and school and
giving those proceeds to the church. But, to do
that, we would need lots of help from the
congregation to run that, otherwise we will
drop it. We will discuss this further in our
September 7th LWML Bible Study time.
LWML Sunday is October 2nd. Annie &
Marmie are the committee to plan this out.
Our LWML Fall Event committee is Lorelei
& Ramie. No date has been set yet
but should be sometime in September or
October.
The LWML will host the congregational
Christmas Party this year. A
committee and date will be picked at our
September meeting.
On September 24th at the Vesper Vintage
Day the 4-H is hosting a big Bake sale. They
invited us to also be a part of the bake sale and
it was moved and seconded that we do this. All
proceeds for our part of the Bake Sale will
come back to our LWML treasury.
Thinking ahead, the Spring Rally of the
LWML will be held at Bethlehem, Sylvan
Grove, sometime in the spring. It is up to us to
make plans to secure a speaker for this. A
committee to plan everything is needed also.
This will be talked about in the next meeting.
September 7th will be a Bible Study night
with Lorelei Dohl being the leader/presenter, as
well as leading the devotions. Justine Dohl
will be the hostess. The meeting was adjourned.
Ramie Schulteis was hostess for the evening,
serving snacks, banana bread, cookies, and
lemonade.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lois Walter, LWML Secretary

Scholarship News 2016:

The Bethlehem Lutheran Memorial Scholarship
Committee is pleased to announce the awarding
of the 2016 scholarship. The recipient of a
$400.00 scholarship is Tanner Kubick (son of
Jerret and Tara Kubick).
The Bethlehem Lutheran Memorial Scholarship
Fund was established in January of 2004 by a
gift to Bethlehem Lutheran from Leonette Gier,
deceased. Since that time additional gifts have
been added to the fund. The scholarship
application is available to active members of
Bethlehem who are graduates of high school
entering a higher education for the first time.

Remember our T.I.M. Missionary. Offerings
can be placed in the box in the back of the
church or in the offering envelope. Just make a
note that it is for T.I.M. Rev. Eric and Johanna
Stinnett serve the Lord as career missionaries
through The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod (LCMS) in Ethiopia. Eric accepted the
call from the LCMS’ Office of International
Mission (OIM) to teach at Mekane Yesus
Seminary in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. This
seminary is dedicated to training faithful
Lutheran pastors and other church workers to
serve in Ethiopia. Find their newsletter on the
front bulletin board near the men’s bathroom.
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Baptismal Birthdays in September
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of grace
that you have received, and we pray for many
more blessings for Jesus’ sake!

Tarry Fischer
Lois Heinze
Christina Kirk
Jennifer Meitler
Alan (Jay) Meyer
Ronald Nelson

Samuel Princ
Kale Sorensen
Dean Thaemert
Wayne Trapp
Cody Trost

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
WE NEED YOU!
Donations for the Ammon Family
Lisa Ammon of Lucas, KS, recently lost her
husband. Lisa has four children – Stephen (19),
Darren (16), Corbin (9) and Savanna (7). Their
house is in desperate need of repair. A couple of
local men have volunteered their time and labor to
roof the house. However, they are soliciting
donations to pay for roofing supplies. Several
local churches are raising money for the
roofing/house repair effort. You can help the
Ammon family by placing money in the collection
box that will be at the back of the church during
the month of September. If you have questions,
call Lorelei at 785-526-7352.

The Lifelight Bible Study Group will begin on
Monday mornings at 9:00 a.m. The first Monday
morning will be September 19th. We will be
studying Part II of the book of Genesis. We
welcome new women, of any age, to come and try
the Bible Study and broaden your knowledge of
the books of the Bible. If you would like a study
book, please see Lois Walter.

Bethlehem Lutheran has a wonderful opportunity
to raise money for the church kitchen remodeling
project. Vesper Vintage Day will be Saturday,
September 24, at the Vesper Community
Building. They have asked Bethlehem Lutheran
to provide items for a bake sale. This is a huge
event that draws a large crowd. We should be able
to sell as many items as we can provide.
We are asking EVERYONE in the
congregation to participate! Just bake an item or a
number of items and bring them to the Parish Hall
on Friday, September 23, between 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
If you can't come in on Friday, you may want to
bake an item and bring it the previous Sunday.
We'll keep it in the freezer in the Parish Hall and
then get it out on Friday to sell on Saturday.
We will not be selling individual items –
only whole items. You may make cakes, coffee
cakes, pies, bar cookies, cobblers, etc. Cinnamon
rolls, muffins and cookies should be divided into
pans or packages of ½ dozen or 1 dozen. We will
price the items, so you need only bake and
deliver. In other great news, you need not work
the event. Bullfoot Creek Sylvan Hustlers 4-H
Club is also baking, and they will be working the
event. They will sell our baked items as well as
their own. All profits from BCSH baked items
will go to the 4-H Club. All profits from
Bethlehem Lutheran baked items will go to the
church. These is no fee to participate, and we
may keep all of our profit.
So START BAKING NOW! Get some
items in the freezer for the September 24 Vesper
Vintage Day. Canned items are also welcome.
And MEN, this means you, too! If you
bake it, we'll sell it!
Call Lorelei at 785-526-7352 if you have
questions.
****************************
Bethlehem LWML 26th Annual Bazaar
Saturday, October 1
8 AM – 2 PM
Soups, sandwiches, and pie luncheon
Bake Sale
Quilt drawing
Bargain tables

The Choir will begin practice
on Monday, Sept. 19th, at 7:00 p.m.
We will also practice on Monday,
Sept. 25th, at 7:00 p.m. After that
practices will be held on the 2nd and 4th
Monday nights of each month. We welcome new
voices for our choir, so we hope to see new faces
and hear new voices at our practices. One of the
greatest blessings in being part of the body of
Christ is the music that it has produced.
LWML Flower Committee
September
October
Shelly Keller,
Emilie Wacker
Coleen Ancell
Shirley Krueger

September Acolyte Schedule
4 Mekelle Hurlbut
* 11 Grace Chegwidden
18 Rachel Sebesta
* 25 Marshall Hurlbut
*Communion service

************************************************

Bethlehem Lutheran BOCL and the American Red Cross is hosting an upcoming blood drive.
Please join our lifesaving mission and schedule an appointment today!
Drive Details:
Site: Bethlehem Lutheran Church Parish Hall
Address: 308 North Indiana, Sylvan Grove, KS, 67481
Date: September 25, 2016
Time: 12:00 PM - 6:00: PM
Coordinator Name: Dell Gier
Faithful donors, our next blood drive on September 25th is open for scheduling online or on the bulletin in
the front hall way at the church. Many thanks to those who donated at the last drive, it was a great success
and was much needed by Red Cross.
The need for blood is constant and only volunteer donors can fulfill that need for patients in our community.
Nationwide, someone needs a unit of blood every 2 to 3 seconds and most of us will need blood in our
lifetime Thank you for supporting the American Red Cross blood program!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Donations to the Bethlehem Lutheran Endowment Fund can be accepted at any time. Remember a loved
one or a special occasion with a contribution to the Fund. Talk to your financial advisor if you wish to add it
as a beneficiary in your will. Contributions are appreciated.

The Bethlehem Lutheran Church 135th Anniversary August 21, 2016
“God Gives Us Faith to Sing Always”
Thanks to Shelly Keller & Emilie Wacker
for the great picture that will preserve this
Day in our History!

Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org

Sunday September 4, 9 a.m. Sunday School and BLTs Bible class beginning
Wednesday’s --6-7 p.m. Confirmation
September 21-- 3:45-5:45 p.m. Midweek starts
Mondays September 19-- 9 am Life light Bible Study
September 19 and 26-- 7 p.m. Choir Practice
September 27 12-6 p.m. Blood Drive signup sheet on bulletin board or call Dell Gier
Our Weekly Worship schedule:
9 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school)
9 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall)
10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835

Apply
postage
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