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Our Mission Statement
As members of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church who have been granted
eternal life through Jesus Christ’s
death and resurrection, we worship
Him as our Lord and seek to further
His work of salvation through word
and sacrament ministry in our
community and world toward the
goal of creating and strengthening
personal faith in Him

The Pastor Page
Why do we have traditions? We
all have them. Sometimes its
little things, like which way the
toilet paper is supposed to fall.
Sometimes its big things, like
going to church on Sundays.
But what’s the point of them,
especially in the context of the
Church?
Well, that’s probably a bit
bigger of a question than can
be handled in one article, so
instead, I’ll just point out that
traditions in general do have a
point, a reason to exist. It’s
incredibly easy to get caught up
in the newest big thing. For a
while now, our culture has been
teaching us that new equals
good. And make no mistake,
sometimes we do in fact need
new ideas, practices, and
habits. Even in the church.
What our culture isn’t quite as
good at teaching us though, is
that old things give us stability.
Any parent who knows what
they’re doing will tell you that
one of the most important
things for a child as they’re
growing up is consistency.
Think about that for a moment,
the very newest human beings
don’t need new things, they
need consistent things, stable
things.
And that’s one of the things that
traditions do for us. They give
us those stable things. The
things that we just know will
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never change, and that we
never really want to change.
Sure maybe we can tweak
parts here and there, but the
core needs to remain.
But especially in the church,
there is a tradition that is more
than just a practice. More than
just doing things the way we’ve
always done them. That
tradition is the Word of God,
and everything that flows from it.
In Scripture when you hear
about tradition, there are two
varieties of it. The traditions
handed down by men, and the
traditions handed down by God.
(The word tradition in the Greek
is literally translated “handed
down”) The Church is here to
continue handing down the
traditions of God, the Scripture
of God. Because it is those very
Scriptures that teach us about
Christ and what He did for us
on the Cross.
Ultimately, this is what the
church is all about. Handing
down Scripture to the people
gathered to hear it. Sure we
often talk of human traditions as
well. But those are only
secondary to the real reason
we are all gathered together.
Because we all need to hear,
over and over again, on a
consistent and stable basis,
about how Jesus accomplished
our salvation, and earned the
forgiveness of ours sins.
Pastor Christopher Craig

of God. The inheritance is ours because of the
Father’s grace and mercy, His generosity in
sending His Son in time to save us for all
eternity.
And this is why we give generously of our
income to the work of the church. We want to
be like our heavenly Father. We want to
emulate His generosity by being generous
ourselves. We give to the work of the Church
because we have witnessed the generous
giving of our Father in heaven.
More than that, we are recipients of it. It is
because we have received God our Father’s
gifts that we desire to give ourselves. And His
gifts are not just spiritual. They are temporal
and earthly as well. As the Small Catechism
teaches in the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s
Prayer:
“Give us this day our daily bread.” What
does this mean? God certainly gives daily
bread to everyone without our prayers, even to
all evil people, but we pray in this petition that
God would lead us to realize this and to receive
our daily bread with thanksgiving. What is
meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes
everything that has to do with the support and
needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing,
shoes, house, home, land, animals, money,
goods, a devout husband or wife, devout
children, devout workers, devout and faithful
rulers, good government, good weather, peace,
health, self-control, good reputation, good
friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.”
In other words, God gives us everything we
need for the care of both body and soul. His
generosity knows no bounds. Therefore, we sit
down at the beginning of the year, the
beginning of the month, or the beginning of the
week to set aside a generous portion of God’s
daily bread for His work in the Church.
We don’t do this simply because He has
commanded us so to do; it is because we, as
His children by grace, want to emulate His
generosity in our own lives. He is our Father;
we are His children. And children want to be
like their parents.

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
October 2018 Newsletter Article
Why do we give? Is it simply because God
commands us to? Or is there more to it? To be
sure, the instruction and Word of God in the
Bible says we should give, and this is sufficient
to encourage us to give (Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35;
1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7; Gal 6:6).
But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re
not just trying to fulfill a work of the Law. We
are bearing fruits of the Spirit given to us by our
Father in heaven through His Son our Lord
Jesus Christ. In other words, we’re not just
doing what our Father said, we’re also doing
what He did.
Children emulate their parents. When they grow
up they often carry many of the same
mannerisms and characteristics as their
parents, but there is more to it than that.
Children copy their parents even on a more
mundane level. They watch how their parents
cross their legs, how they fold their hands, how
they stand and sit and walk, how they do and
say most everything.
And children try to copy it, which can be quite
humorous when parents wish they wouldn’t. It
can be uncomfortable and embarrassing if a
child copies or repeats something less than
polite that they learned from a parent. Sitcoms
thrive on these situations. It only happens
because children emulate their parents
because they want to be like them.
We are the children of God, by grace, through
faith. In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares
of us what He declared of Jesus at His Baptism
in the Jordan: “You are my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.” God the Father
claims us as His own. He takes away all our
sins, and in exchange He gives us His
righteousness, His purity, His holiness, and His
Spirit, by which we cry out, “Abba, Father.”
We are born again, born from above, born of
water and the Spirit, to a new life in Christ as
His children. We are sons of God in Christ,
through Baptism. And since we are sons, weare
heirs – heirs who share in the glory of the Son
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BOCL

LWML minutes for September

The BOCL met on Wednesday, September
12 at 7:00 p.m. Members present were Kylie
Ehrlich, Trey Watson, Serena McCoy, Dena
Sorensen, Lloyd Gier, Tyler Gier, Brock
Mueller, Ruth Mueller, and Pastor Craig. Pastor
led with a prayer and devotions, Augsburg
Confession, Article 14. Minutes were read and
approved.
Justine Dohl has graciously volunteered to
head up the Bible Walk this year, which will be
held on Wed. Oct. 31 starting at 5:00 p.m. All
congregational members that are interested in
helping in any way should contact Justine.
Midweek will start on October 10. We are
expecting approximately 24 children this year.
Dena has volunteered to cook for this again,
donations of food or help would be
appreciated.
Discussion on play equipment was brought
up. Kylie had some prices on different items.
Dena moved that we allocate up to $125.00 for
a baby swing a round net swing, Serena
seconded, after discussion motion passed.
The booklets titled "A Simple Explanation of
the Church Service" arrived and were passed
out in the pews and member's mailboxes.
Serena moved to start sending birthday
cards to the children of the congregation, Dena
seconded, motion passed.
The next meeting is scheduled for after
church on Sunday, October 7. Pastor closed
with a prayer.
Respectfully submitted
Ruth Mueller

Pastor Craig opened the meeting with prayer
and the 7th lesson from the Full Armor of God
tapes. In Bible times Paul uses military garb to
represent God's work in us. The Helmet is
Salvation that gives us hope where we should
always be in our trust in God. The Sword is the
Word that is both used defensively and
offensively. The word can make us squirm to
cut the bad out of us. Sword of the Spirit cuts
the bad out to make us better...such as pride,
ego or the things that divide us from the Lord.
We must continually study the word to keep
connected to God.
September's business meeting announced
that Lincoln County's Leadership Program will
meet at the Lutheran School, Thursday, Sept.
20. We will clean Monday morning Sept. 17.
Sandy Labertew will be the guest Speaker for
Bethlehem's Fall Guest Night event. She will
talk about bee keeping as a daughter and wife
of beekeepers.. Lorelei will do a Bible Study
and follow with dessert.
The bazaar will be Saturday, Oct. 6 from
8am to 2 pm. There will the a luncheon meal of
soups, sandwiches and pies. Lorelei D., Euni
T., and Lois W. will provide the morning
cinnamon rolls with coffee. Coleen lead the
discussion about the logistics of the bazaar with
the committee of Euni, Justine and Barb
Meitler. We need to get flyers out and
encourage donations of pies and other sale
items.
We will do school kits for Orphan Grain
Train. OGT takes donations throughout the
year.
Justine Dohl, sec
Coleen Ancell, pres.

Reformation Sunday
October 28, 2018
Kraut and Brats
Dinner
Following Worship

Picture shares by Cheryl Gier

Lake Wilson Worship Service
September 2, 2018,
33 people in attendance
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Baptismal Birthdays in October
Acolyte Schedule

God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of
grace that you have received, and we pray for
many more blessings for Jesus’ sake

Jacob Schultz
Russell Frederking
Cheyenne Meyer
Lisa Gier
Kyle McCary
Kirk Schulteis
Kilby Meyer
Malcolm Ulrich
Lois Walter
Louis Feldkamp
Coyla Heine
Kolton Meyer
Morgan Kubick
Ronda Watson

October
Oct 7
Oct 14*
Oct 21
Oct 28*

November

Shirley Krueger
Bayleigh
Broeckelman
Bianca Pounds
Brandon
Brockelman
Danyelle Murray
Brody Schofield
Jennifer Olsen-Dohl
Brain Meitler
Rachel Sebesta
Donald Weseloh
Hannah Wolting
Isaiah Montiel
Vance Dohl

Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 18
Nov 22
Nov 25

Vance Dohl, Jacob Schultz
Eli Schultz
Rylan Gier
Jacob Schultz Aubrelle Hurlbut
Rylan Gier

Kale Sorensen

*Communion

2018 LWML Flower Committee
October
Emilie Wacker, Shirley Krueger

News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett
Serving in Ethiopia
Please Pray for: -the seminarians who
have restarted classes -for peace in Ethiopia
as it has become a little more volatile again Eric as he starts teaching again and for the
rest of the family who are travelling home to
Ethiopia this week -restarting our language
training after having the summer off -the
Rabe family (the other LCMS family with us
in Addis Ababa) -the training up of additional
pastors to shepherd the Ethiopian churches
Give thanks For: -the birth of our
newborn son—Levi Philip Stinnett -a
healthy and happy delivery -that the Lord
has sent men to be trained at the
Seminaries in Ethiopia praise God for: -safe
travels - each of you for your prayers and
concern and kindnesses -for the returning
and new students who serve the Lord

November
Lois Walter, Justine Dohl

2018 LWML Church Watering Schedule

October
Sept 24- Oct 8
Oct 9-Oct 22

Kale Sorensen, Eli Schultz
Jacob Schultz, Vance Dohl
Kale Sorensen, Rylan Gier
Isaac Schultz, Aubrelle Hurlbut

Eunice Thaemert
Coleen Ancell

The watering schedule is set for two week
intervals, Mondays through Sundays.
Please water all outside bushes and the flower
box. You are welcome to trim and weed as
needed. If unable to work on your assigned
weeks, please trade Please notify the next
person on the list after finishing your two week
water assignment
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Red Cross Blood Drive Sept 28 @
Bethlehem Lutheran Parish Hall

From Face Book
Samuel is the son of Pastor James & Kira
Judson from St Paul Lutheran Church North
Ellsworth. Pastor Judson was our Vacancy
Pastor before Pastor Craig came to us.
Kira put this Fund raiser on Face Book
$550 raised of $50,000 Raised by 4 people in 4 days

Picture from Cheryl Gier Sept 28 in Parish Hall

On September 28 2018 the American Red
Cross was at Bethlehem to host a blood
drive. Why should you consider giving?
According the American Red Cross, blood
products can help save the lives of accident
victims, surgical patients and those receiving
cancer treatments. Each day in the U.S.
38,000 units of blood are needed. That
means that every 2 seconds, someone
needs blood. The BOCL Thanks you for
your support of the blood Drive for more
information when they will have the next
blood drive Contact Dell Gier or call the Red
Cross at 800-733-2767.

Samuel's Accessible Van
Fundraiser for Kira Hartman Judson

Story
Our son Samuel is four years old and he has
Spinal muscular Atrophy. He uses a
wheelchair so we have an accessible van
with a lift. It is showing it's age and needing
a few repairs so we are planning ahead in
order to purchase a new one. The estimated
cost of a newer used accessible vehicle can
be $50,000 or more.
We are also offering samuel’ssecondchance.com
t-shirts at a cost of $20 for local pickup or
$25 shipped to you. Sizes infant through 6x
with limited availability in the largest sizes.
Please include a message with your desired
sizes.
Donations will go directly to Samuel's
Medical Trust.

Congratulations
Pastor Christopher Craig & Shelby Fenders
Got Engaged
September 29, 2018

Thank you received by the BLC
Scholarship Committee:
Dear Scholarship Committee Thank you for the $500 scholarship I have
already used the funds for books for college.
Sincerely, Blake Chegwidden
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HURRICANE FLORENCE UPDATE – SOUTHEAST DISTRICT
Someone of Facebook described it best: “Waiting on a hurricane is like being stalked by a
turtle.” It’s a waiting game. You just want it done and over. Now that the eye of the storm has
passed the work begins. You may contribute through the District online giving button at
http://se.lcms.org/resources/disaster-relief/ as well as send designated gifts to the Southeast
District Office. All funds received will be used for response and recovery efforts. You may also
be able to apply to be a Thrivent Action Team to assist with supplies for this effort.
Information is being gathered to know where to direct the response effort. The immediate
need is for water, diapers (all sizes), flood buckets, personal hygiene kits, financial donations,
and gift cards (Lowes, Home Depot, grocery stores, Target, Walmart). Items that are not
helpful are clothing, shoes, blankets, toys, etc.
Most disasters have three phases:
Rescue - The rescue phase is focused on saving lives and securing property. This work is
generally done by the police, fire departments and other government agencies. These groups
have equipment that can clear roads and debris. The rescue phase can take one to two
weeks, sometimes longer.
Relief - In the relief stage the focus turns to creating short-term safe conditions. We work with
local churches to assess needs and reach out to those in need of assistance. It is a time of
being the church in the neighborhood, providing comfort and prayer. It is also a time of
coordinating with a number of organizations. Communities may need financial support and
volunteers to assist in rebuilding, but this usually takes time to coordinate. We will
communicate through email, Facebook, and the District webpage when there are special
requests for flood buckets, hygiene kits, or other supplies.
Recovery - This can take years. In the recovery phase, teams work on restoring services,
repairing houses and buildings, returning individuals to self-sufficiency and rebuilding
communities. This is the phase when our church ministries really step in with volunteer
teams, servant events, and grants to get people back on their feet. This is a long-term effort;
information on locations needing teams will be posted when we get to the recovery phase.
HARVEY UPDATE – TEXAS DISTRICT
We are very grateful for the concern and willingness of people from the district and around
the nation to help the congregations of the Texas District, LCMS who have been flooded and
blown apart by Hurricane Harvey. Your assistance is highly valued. To read regular updates
on the damage and relief effort, please visit How Can I Help #HurricaneHarvey.
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And
I said, “Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8)

In His Mighty Grip!
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Mission Project
One mission project that the Bethlehem LWML society did
in September was to assemble school kits for Orphan Grain Train.
A Thrivent Action Team grant was used to purchase back packs
and school supplies to assemble 20 kits. The kits were taken
to the Orphan Grain Train warehouse in Wichita for distribution.
The committee assembling the kits were Les and Lois Walter,
Dean and Euni Thaemert, and Shelly Keller.

************************************
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Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org

October 7
October 17
October 21
October 28
October 31

10 a.m. LWML Sunday
7 p.m. Church Council Meeting
Following Worship Quarterly Voters Meeting
Reformation Sunday Kraut and Brats dinner following Worship Service
6 p.m. Bible Walk

9 a.m. – Sunday School
9 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall)
10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals)
6:30 p.m. - Wednesday’s Midweek Worship service
Reformation Sunday
October 28, 2018
Following Worship Service
Kraut and Brats dinner
Everyone welcome

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835

Apply
postage
here
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