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Our Mission Statement
As members of Bethlehem
Lutheran Church who have been
granted eternal life through Jesus
Christ’s death and resurrection, we
worship Him as our Lord and seek
to further His work of salvation
through word and sacrament
ministry in our community and
world toward the goal of creating
and strengthening personal faith in
Him

The Pastor’s Page

As we approach the end of
the church year, our readings
and my sermons are going to
start speaking of the end times.
It isn’t a coincidence that the
end of our annual cycle of
worship coincides with the end
of the year. It’s starting to get
colder out. The plants around
us are dying. People are
getting stir crazy as they can’t
spend as much time outside.
However, it’s also not a
coincidence that the end of the
church doesn’t line up quite
right with the end of the
calendar year. The Church is in
the world, but is not of it. We
live among the darkness. Yet,
as the darkness grows
deepest, instead of focusing on
the end times, which can
sometimes be a bit concerning
for us, we instead look back.
In fact, we look back to a
very specific event in the
history of man. An event unlike
any other. Yet, the Incarnation
is not here yet. Now, we are
currently at the end of the
church year. I’m sure you all
have people you know who
simply love to skip right over
the entirety of November and
start playing their Christmas
Carols as soon as Halloween is
over. (Or perhaps a few days
before it if they think they can
get away with it.)
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I wonder why then we
Christians in the church do a
similar thing sometimes with
our services that focus on the
End Times. At this point in the
year, it’s very easy to fall into
the trap of thinking only about
the oncoming Advent season,
and of course Christmas
beyond that. We even
sometimes focus so much on
that, that we miss what our
readings here in November are
trying to teach us.
We can miss the wonders of
the New Heavens and the New
Earth. The joy of finally being in
the presence of God as the
holy and righteous saints that
he has declared us to be. And
sometimes, we miss the
warnings.
Sometimes, we
forget to keep watch like the
widows waiting for the
bridegroom.
So this November, you are
free to spend the month not
contemplating Advent and
Christmas. Not wondering what
Christmas Carols we are going
to singing. But rather, looking
forward to the fulfillment of our
sanctification. To the time when
sin will be a thing of the past,
and we will live in the glory of
our father and our shepherd
forever.
May God bless you all,
Pastor Chris Craig

Stewardship Newsletter November 2017
Our Father in heaven has claimed us as
His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood,
by the His death for our sins and His
resurrection for our justification, God the
Father has received us back into His family.
By water combined with His Word, promise,
and name, the Holy Spirit has taken up
residence in us. We belong to Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in
Him. And being in Him, all things are ours. In
Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed.
Our true treasure and wealth is that we
belong to the most holy Trinity and everything
that is His belongs also to us: righteousness,
peace, eternal life. Even our temporal
treasures are gifts from His fatherly divine
goodness and mercy.
We receive our treasures from Him, and
thus, as (good stewards of His varied grace,)
(1 Peter 4:10) we manage them in such a way
that they may be returned to Him. We bring
them to Him, hallowed through prayers of
thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, as an
offering. Thus, all our possessions, as gifts
from God, are also offerings to Him, from
which we eat to nourish our bodies, share
with our family, neighbors, and fellow
Christians, with the poor and even our
enemies, as holy things given by the holy
God. His temporal gifts are blessings to and
for us, and bring blessing upon us even as
they are pressed into His service for His
kingdom and the souls that receive them.
Thus we place all that we have into God’s
hands, and He never fails to remember us
and pours out the fullness of His promises
upon us. We give thanks for all that He has
done, is doing, and will continue to do. We
give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but
giving to all even as our heavenly Father has
given to us.
As we prepare for the celebrations of
Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks
continually for all that we are and all that we
have because of God’s providential care. And

may we be all the more diligent in bringing
everything that we have received from God to
Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for
the good of all — even for us. “For to the one
who has, more will be given, and he will have
an abundance” (Matthew 13:12).

The BOCL
The BOCL met on Thursday, October 5 at 7:00
p.m. Members present were Tyler Gier, Kylie Ehrich,
Pastor Craig, Lloyd Gier, Barb Meitler, Brock Mueller
and Ruth Mueller. Pastor opened with a prayer and
devotions.
Minutes were read and approved. No motions were
made at this meeting. Topics discussed were: needing
to get a lock for the youth group room (vandalization
seems to be going on) the board is in the process of
putting up an "angel tree" for foster children in the
back of the church. This can consist of clothing or
money donations of at least $15.00. Completion of
accumulating the gifts should be done by Dec. 8.
The board has been asked to set up tables for the
500th anniversary of Reformation. The "Explanation
of Christianity" booklets have been received to be put
in guest bags.
Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November
2 at 7:00 p.m. Pastor closed with a prayer.
Respectfully submitted
Ruth Mueller

Bethlehem Lutheran BOCL
and the
American Red Cross
is hosting an upcoming blood drive.
Please join our lifesaving mission and
schedule an appointment today!
Site: Bethlehem Lutheran Church Parish Hall
Address: 308 North Indiana,
Sylvan Grove, KS, 67481
Date: November 21, 2017
Time: 12:00 PM - 6:00: PM
Coordinator Dell Gier 785-738-8328
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Acolyte Schedule
November
Nov 5
Nov 12*
Nov19
Nov 26*

Jacob Schultz
Kaden Gier
Valden Dohl
Rylan Gier

Communion service

December
Dec 3
Kaden Gier
Dec 10 * Valden Dohl
Dec 17
Vance Dohl
Dec 24 * Jacob Schultz
Dec 31* Rylan Gier

Baptismal Birthdays in November
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of
grace that you have received, and we pray
for many more blessings for Jesus’ sake!

Communion service

Carolyn Blasé
Lorelei Dohl
Adam Falcon
Lowell Fischer
Ashley Fruits
Dell Gier
Dirk Heine
Casey Janssen

LWML Flower Committee
November
December
Lois Walter
Annie Dohl
Justine Dohl Marmie Schultz

Attention Ladies! Come join the Christmas
Party fun on Thursday Nov 30 at 6 pm in the
Parish Hall. We will be having soup and
snacks. At the party we will wrap the presents
for the foster kids, decorate the Parish Hall
and have some Christmas fun. Please bring a
snack to share If you would like to have your
present wrapped please leave it in the Parish
Hall by Nov 30

Blane Lamb
Dustin McEntyre
Laura Princ
Elise Schulteis
Timothy Schulteis
Katherine Small
Maren Sorensen
Eunice Thaemert
Lu Willingham

Advent fellowship and worship are planned
for, December 6, 13, and 20. A light luncheon
will be provided starting around 6 p.m. and
ending by 6:45 to allow time for cleanup
before the service at 7:00. A free-will offering
will be taken for the light supper.

2017 Christmas Decorating is scheduled for
Saturday, December 2. All congregational
members are invited to participate in this
annual transformation of our sanctuary and
parish hall. Decorating begins at 9:00 a.m.
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Lois Walter retires as Bethlehem Choir Director
Lois moved to Sylvan Grove with her family in 1951 from
Breckinridge, Oklahoma, as her father, Rev. E. F. Peter, accepted
a call to Bethlehem to serve as pastor. Following high school
graduation in 1955, Lois attended Concordia Teachers College in
Seward, NE. She began her teaching career at Bethlehem
Lutheran School in the fall of 1957 and taught for two years. She
married Lester Walter in August of 1958, and together they raised
their family of four children, Shelly, Gaylon, Kristy, and Angie, in
Sylvan Grove, Kansas.
Mr. Robert Degner was a long time teacher, organist, and choir
director at Bethlehem, who suddenly passed away in early
February 1971. He and his wife had gone to Oregon for Christmas
in December of 1970, when he had a heart attack at his daughter’s
house. Lois had served as a substitute organist for Mr. Degner since
1967, and was paid $3.00 per Sunday. Following the death of Mr.
Degner, Lois began her organist duties fulltime in 1970, playing every Sunday, and her mother,
Irene Peter, assumed the duties of church choir director and Lois was her pianist. Irene retired in
the spring of 1983, and Lois became the choir director, and continued that role in the church until
May of 2017, retiring after serving 34 years in that position.
Lois continues to serve as an organist at Bethlehem, sharing those duties with her daughter,
Shelly Keller. She has enjoyed her past years with the choir, singing in church and for special
occasions, as well as accompanying soloists, instrumentalists, playing for numerous funerals and
weddings, and providing organ/piano duet music with her daughter Shelly for special worship
services. Lois has recently celebrated her 80th birthday, and will continue as a part-time organist,
as well as singing in the choir and giving piano lessons to students in her home. We thank Lois for
her dedication and service to the church in glorifying God with her musical talents.
REFORMATION CELEBRATION 2017
A very special Reformation event, celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, was held at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church on Saturday, October 28. All of the congregations of the LCMS Kansas District Circuit 13
were invited, and over 100 people attended the event. The festivities began at 1:00 p.m. with the Circuit Choir
practice, followed by a Martin Luther Hymn Sing. The Worship Service with Holy Communion was held at
2:00 p.m. Pastor Dan Harders, of St. Peter, Holyrood, shared the sermon, and six circuit pastors were in
attendance, all assisting with the service. At the conclusion of worship, “Martin and Katie Luther” visited the
congregation. The characters were portrayed by Tyler Gier and Sophia Schofield, who shared a history of the
lives of Martin and Katie. The Reformation Walk followed, which was written and narrated by Dena Sorensen.
People who walked with her learned the story of Martin Luther, beginning with his baptism and ending with the
nailing of the 95 Theses. Following the afternoon activities and fellowship, a brats and sauerkraut meal,
organized and cooked by Kenny and Shirley Small and Art and Justine Dohl, was enjoyed by all. To close the
celebration, everyone enjoyed a Reformation Ice Cream Sundae and Dessert Bar. Thanks to everyone who
helped with the planning of this event, the singers in the choir, the circuit pastors, Tyler and Sophia, all the cooks
and kitchen workers, the activity organizers, and a special thanks to all the adults and kids who took part as actors
in the Reformation Walk. It was a beautiful day, a fun event, and a once in a lifetime celebration that will be
remembered by all who attended. All glory to God, and it still is all about Jesus! Shelly Keller
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Families with LCMS ties suffer wildfire damages
. (Philip W. Zabell)
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By Paula Schlueter Ross (paula.ross@lcms.org)

California’s wildfires

A week after they started, some of California’s wildfires were
still burning, making it difficult — if not impossible — for
LCMS leaders and disaster responders to know exactly how
the wind-spread flames have affected churches, schools and
members. The numerous wildfires led to 42 deaths; left
behind 8,400 charred homes and businesses; and caused
some 75,000 residents to evacuate. As far as Synod-related
damages, here’s what has been learned:
No LCMS congregation members died or were injured in the fires.
No LCMS church buildings — two are located in the hard-hit
Santa Rosa, Calif., area — were damaged.
Twenty-eight families — including one staff member — at St. Mark
Lutheran Church, Santa Rosa, lost their homes and most of their
possessions. Eight families — including two staff members — at St.
John’s Lutheran Church, Napa, Calif., lost their homes.
Six families — including one staff member — at St. Luke
Lutheran Church, Santa Rosa, lost homes.
The families of two students and one former student at Orange
Lutheran High School, Orange, Calif., lost their homes.
At Salem Lutheran Church, Orange, one family reported severe
fire damage and another had smoke damage.
One family at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Healdsburg,
Calif., lost their home. One family at Grace Lutheran Church,

Grass Valley lost their home.
A reminder: God cares Visiting some of the soot-and-debris-covered neighborhoods — even as the
fires were still burning in others — were the Rev. Philip W. Zabell, disaster-response coordinator for the
LCMS California-Nevada-Hawaii District, and LCMS Disaster Response staffers Rev. Dr. Ross
Johnson, director, and Rev. Michael Meyer, manager. The three began a several-day visit to northern
California on Monday, Oct. 16, to get a firsthand look at the devastation and “to walk alongside the
congregations whose members have been affected,” according to Johnson. In addition to praying with
and listening to those who were hurting, the trio provided “immediate relief” by distributing a total of
$5,000 in gift cards that could be used to replace some lost items as well as devotional booklets
designed to offer spiritual comfort in times of tragedy. Those resources, Johnson says, “will be a
reminder that God is with them and cares about them, even in the midst of their loss and their trials and
tragedies.” In an Oct. 17 phone interview, as the Synod delegation was driving from Napa to Santa
Rosa amid bits of ash floating in the air — the product of fires still burning miles away — Johnson said
they had met with staff and board members from St. John’s, Napa, and discussed ways to reach out into
the community, particularly through the congregation’s school. Copies of I Will Not Be Afraid — a
children’s book available from Concordia Publishing House that addresses common fears are among
spiritual-care items the congregation is distributing to St. John’s students and others in the community.
Opportunity for healing The Rev. Jim Beyer, pastor of St. Mark, Santa Rosa, said the church reached
out to evacuees, offering — in addition to water, electricity and internet access — its “couches, comfy
chairs and a place to be safe and pray.” Before its Oct. 15 worship service, members and others from
the community spent time sharing their fire experiences. Even those who lost everything showed up:
“They wanted to be with their fellow church family members who they know love them and care about
them,” Beyer said, adding, “a hug and expression of Christian love will always provide opportunity for
healing to begin.”
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Email From Cory Hirsch
In the month of November you will see a Christmas tree covered in paper angels located in the
back of the church. This tree is what we call and “Angel Tree.” For those of you who aren’t familiar,
this is a means to receive donations for a cause. The cause we are looking to help this year is
purchasing Christmas gifts for foster children. The company that usually buys gifts for the foster
children was unable to purchase the gifts for the kids like they usually do. That leaves the 6,000
children in foster care without a gift for Christmas. While we realize Christmas is not only about gift
giving, I think this is a great opportunity to take care of those who are less fortunate, and it is also
an opportunity to spread the word.
This is how the angel tree works: On the tree you will find several paper angels. On the angels
there will be written the child’s gender, age, and what they are hoping to get for Christmas (to give
you ideas for what to buy). For example, “Male, Age 8, hoping for Hot Wheels cars.” You can read
through various ones on the tree, and then find one you would like to fulfill. By December 3rd the
gift will need to be at the church under the tree with the angel you selected on top of it (that way we
know which kid the gift goes to). In these gifts if you would like to include an item like a picture
Bible, faith based children’s book, biblical coloring book, or whatever you feel may “plant the seed
of faith” so to speak. You don’t have to include this in the gift, but I thought it may be a good
opportunity. As a guideline, they are hoping each gift will be valued at around $15.
Again, we are hoping to have all of the gifts by December 3rd that way I can transport them to
Hays so that they can be delivered to the children. Your help in bringing some light to these
children’s lives is appreciated so much. You are making more of a difference than you know!
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask! My cell phone number is 785-6586299. Call or text with any questions!
************************************************

The Kansas District Retreat Center in Herington has undergone several changes in the past few
months. Rev. Mark and Kristi Lovett are taking over the day-to-day operations for reservations,
upkeep and maintenance, and promotions for the facility. Please direct inquiries to them at 785380-8291 or retreathouseherington@gmail.com.
The Retreat Center webpage http://retreatcenter.yolasite.com/ now features a reservation calendar
and inquiry form. You can find the Retreat Center on Facebook at facebook.com/KSLCMSRetreatCenter.
The Center is being updated with some new furnishings, a few fixes, and a list of places to eat and
things to do in the Herington area. If you’re in need of quiet space to rest, reconnect, or hold a group
meeting, we invite you to visit the Retreat Center webpage and make an inquiry.
*********************************************

News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett serving in Ethiopia
Did you know . . . ? Drought is a major hazard affecting crop and livestock production in parts of Ethiopia right
now — 7.7 million people have been identified as needing emergency food aid here.
Let us know We will be back in the United States in Summer of 2018. If your church would like to have us visit to
share the work we are doing—please contact us! We would love to come.
Please Pray for: -continued language classes -the Ethiopian drought and the food/aid needed -the student
dining hall which is damaged by floods -Ethiopia’s people for peace and safety -funding for visiting professors to
teach here at MYS -wisdom in serving the people of God here at the MYS -Eric’s teaching with all of his classes
and for balance of the teaching -healing for Luke Give thanks for: -the new Master’s Level I students who are
studying at MYS and their thirst for knowledge -Rev. Brent Smith from Mission Central visiting us in our home
and for supporting & praying with us praise God for: -the continuing education meeting of the East Africa LCMS
missionary team -beautiful celebrations for the 500th Reformation -the Rabe family -David & Radka Fiala &
Taylor Baumeister for loving our kids in Tanzania
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Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org

Nov 21
Nov. 23

12-6 p.m. Blood Mobile
7 p.m. Thanksgiving Worship Service Wednesday

Our Weekly Worship schedule:
9 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school)
9 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall)
10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835

Apply
postage
here

«AddressBlock»
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