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Our Mission Statement 

As members of Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church who have been granted eternal 

life through Jesus Christ’s death and 

resurrection, we worship Him as our 

Lord and seek to further His work of 

salvation through word and sacrament 

ministry in our community and world 

toward the goal of creating and 

strengthening personal faith in Him. 
 

 

The Pastor’s Page   
   
Were you ready for it? Did you get 

your costumes all figured out? Candy 

stores were stocked? Scary movies 

watched? I’m talking of course about 

All Saints’ Eve, or as it is more 

commonly called, Halloween. I must 

admit that I’m a bit stumped about 

how what should be one of our more 

comforting holidays has somehow 

turned into a time to scare people. 

All Saint’s Day, the day after 

Halloween, is when we remember 

those who have died and are now 

saints in Heaven. It’s a time when we 

recognize that even though we can’t 

see those who are no longer with us, 

that we will see them again. 

Now make no mistake, I’m not trying 

to deprive the poor kiddos of their 

candy. Trick-or-treating is a fine 

practice. What I’m trying to say is 

something more along the lines of 

what the author of Hebrews said, 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded 

by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 

us also lay aside every weight, and sin 

which clings so closely, and let us run 

with endurance the race that is set 

before us, looking to Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before 

him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right 

hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 

12:1-2) 

This time of the year is when we see 

everything around us start to fade. 

The crops are being harvested. The 

trees are starting to lose their leaves. 

The days are getting shorter. It is in 

the midst of this that we celebrate 

the saints who have gone before us. 

It’s during this that we remember 

that their light can no longer be 

snuffed out. They will shine eternally. 

We remember this in order to remind 

ourselves that someday we will also 

be up there. Someday we will join the 

saints who have gone before us. 

Some day we will shine eternally. 

That time is not yet here, and as you 

all know we must fade before we 

start shining like them. But our time 

of shining will come. It’s what Jesus 

sacrificed himself for, and we can 

trust him to follow through on his 

promise. 

So, amid the secular aspects of 

Halloween. Amid the trick-or-

treating, or while you are sitting at 

home with some warm apple cider, 

remember those who have gone 

before us. Remember the saints who 

trick-or-treated with their kids in the 

past. Remember the ones who used 

to sit with you and sip that cider. But 

don’t remember them as they were, 

in these fading bodies. Remember 

them as they are now, in bright 

shining perfection with their Lord and 

Savior. And remember that one day, 

you will join them in that heavenly 

bliss. 

May God bless you all, 

Pastor Christopher Craig
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LCMS Stewardship Article    November 2016 
     “O give thanks to the Lord for He is good. His love 

endures forever” (Psalm 136:1). The love of the Lord 

does endure forever because the Son of God, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, is risen from the dead, lives and reigns for 

all eternity. He was crucified for our transgressions, but 

He is raised and lives forever for our justification. We 

are acceptable to God in Christ Jesus.  

     This is indeed something for which we give thanks. 

We give thanks in our prayers. We give thanks in the 

hymns we sing in church. We give thanks by talking 

about it with our friends and neighbors and teaching it to 

our children and grandchildren. And we give thanks by 

giving to the church a generous, first-fruits portion of the 

income He provides us.  

     Giving is giving thanks. It is one of the concrete ways 

in which we thank God for all He has done for us. This 

includes not just what He has done for us here in time, 

but what He does for us for all eternity. He provides for 

all that we need in both body and soul. He is more ready 

to give than we are able either to receive or even ask. 

That is who He is. That is His character. He is good and 

His love endures forever.  

     Let us then give thanks in all these ways, not in one 

way or the other. But rather in all things, everything that 

we do and say, whether it be in word or deed, in prayer 

and praise, in teaching and giving, let us give thanks to 

God for He is good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The BOCL 
The BOCL held their regular monthly meeting on 

Tuesday, Oct. 4 at 7:00 p.m. 

Members present were Tyler Gier, Lloyd Gier, Tara 

Kubick, Brock Mueller and Trey Watson. 

     The board was updated on Midweek and 

Confirmation classes. Lloyd will contact Lorelei and 

Sophia about Midweek performing on Reformation 

Sunday. 

     Brock will take the electrical issue, which is holding 

back the Wilson Communication project from getting 

underway, at Church Council meeting. 

     Lloyd hasn't heard back yet from the Fair board about 

the Creationism booth coming to next year's fair. 

 

Art Dohl and Kenny Small were asked to cook for the 

Reformation Dinner, Brock will contact Art for the 

billing for the dinner. 

     Tyler will advertise the Reformation Dinner on the 

board in Sylvan. 

     An usher/greeters meeting will be held October 16 

with the Elder, ushers and BOCL. 

    The next regular meeting will take place November 1 

at 7:00 p.m.. The BOCL will be the greeter for 

November. 

Respectfully submitted  Tyler Gier  (sub secretary) 

********************************************* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elder Tyler Gier, 

 Sponsors Marcy & David Hurlbut,  

Isaiah Montiel,  

Isaiah Mother Jennifer Montiel, 

 And Pastor Christopher Craig 

 

Welcome our newest Baptized member 

Isaiah Franklyn Henry Montiel 
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BETHLEHEM  LWML  MEETING - - 

NOVEMBER  2, 2016 

 The meeting of the Bethlehem LWML 

group met in the Parish Hall on Wednesday, 

November 2nd at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was 

brought to order by President Coleen, who also 

offered prayer and a short devotional.  Roll call 

was answered by 12 members who related what 

their favorite food of Thanksgiving dinner was. 

 The minutes of the September meeting 

were read by Secretary Lois, and they were 

approved as read.  Ramie presented the 

Treasurer’s report, which was also approved as 

read.  She reported that we have $4225.32 in the 

Treasury, of which $1462.26 is designated for 

the Cookbook Fund, $1094.25 is designated for 

the Funeral Luncheon Fund, and $1668.81 is in 

the Home Fund. 

 There were several committee reports, 

as follows: 

1)  Cards - - we have Christmas cards for sale. 

2)  Mission of Love - - 25 school kits were taken 

to Salina for the Lutheran World Relief Truck to 

pick up.  Coleen reported that we no longer 

will collect Campbell’s soup labels. 

3) Cheer - - Since Lois Heinze is in Lincoln Park 

Manor, Shirley Krueger volunteered to send 

cheer cards out in Lois’ place. 

4) Flowers - - The committee for November is 

Eunice Thaemert & Lois Walter. For December, 

Anne & Marmie will be in charge. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 Shelly gave the Bazaar report.  We 

thought attendance at the soup luncheon was 

down some this year.  However, our profits were 

very good from the  soup luncheon - total for the 

day was $1462.00.  This year some of the 

Bazaar funds went for the following projects:  

Lutheran Hour Broadcasts $200, 

Seminary Food Banks $200, 

 LWML Ks. Mites $100, 

 National LWML Mites $100, 

Orphan Grain Train $200, 

 Valentine Box Postage $100,  

and Pastor Christmas Gift $100.  

 These were voted on by the group tonight. 

 The Fall LWML Workshop was held at 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Hunter, on Sunday, 

October 16th.  Nine (9) attended from our 

LWML group, including Pastor Craig.  He was 

presented a goody ‘Welcome Pastor LWML 

bag’  from our zone. 

 Ray & Shelly will be “screen-printing” 

the 15 kids’ church bags soon, and Ramie & her 

Sunday School class will be ‘stuffing’ them. 

 Our LWML Fall Event was held on 

Wednesday evening, Oct. 26th, with Colleen 

Sippel delivering a presentation on ’Faith 

Journaling’, which was very interesting.  Soups 

& desserts were served to 12members, and 6 

guests. 

 NEW BUSINESS: 

It was reported that part of June Buttenhoff  

memorials had been designated for our local 

LWML.  We are also sending $40 to Peace, 

Natoma, to sponsor The Lutheran Hour, in 

memory of June Buttenhoff.  We always sponsor 

The Lutheran Hour in memory of a member of 

our LWML, who has passed away. 

 November 3rd is the 70th anniversary of 

our local LWML group.  We will recognize it 

with an anniversary cake at our congregational 

Christmas party in December. 

 Our LWML will host the congregational 

Christmas party for ALL our congregation 

members, on Sunday, December 11th, after 

morning church services.  Shelly will put an 

advertisement in the bulletin & the Bethlehem 

Record soon.  The committee of Justine Dohl, 

Eunice Thaemert, and Barbara Meitler are 

planning our congregational Christmas party and 

will let LWML members know later on what we 

can bring to help with the meal & entertainment.  

Later in the afternoon our members will reveal 

their 2016 Prayer Partners.   Also, bring along 

your Mite Money and Love Sock money so 

it can be sent on before Christmas, as we won’t 

have another meeting until February of 2017.  
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So,  SAVE THE DATE of December 11th, all of 

you. 

 We, of the LWML, will serve the Advent meal 

before church, on December 14th. More info 

will come later. 

 We will also decorate the Parish Hall on 

Saturday, December 3rd, at 9:00 a.m.  Please 

bring donuts, rolls, muffins, or fruit before we 

start decorating. 

Bethlehem LWML will host the Spring Rally of 

the Lincoln Zone LWML.  The committee to 

plan this will be Cheryl Gier, Lorelei Dohl, 

Sophia Schofield, and Shelly Keller.  We will 

need to secure a speaker, a date, and plan the 

meal.  More on that later after the plans are 

made. 

 Tonight is Election of officers for 

President and Secretary.  Sophia & Anne 

Dohl were the Nominating Committee and they 

had trouble finding some people that wanted 

these jobs.  So, a motion was made to have 

Coleen Ancell be the President for another 2 

years, and it passed, so Coleen agreed to do it. 

Justine Dohl graciously volunteered to be the 

Secretary so that also passed. We thank them for 

agreeing to take over the officer jobs. 

 Our next LWML meeting will be on 

Wednesday, February 1, 2017. 

 Emilie Wacker was our hostess for the 

evening serving snacks, delicious desserts, and 

drinks. 

 The meeting was adjourned and was 

followed by a closing devotion & prayer 

by Coleen. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 Lois Walter, LWML Secretary 
 

LWML Flower Committee 
November 

 

Lois Walter, Euni Thaemert 
 

December 
Anne Dohl, Marmie Schultz 

 

 

 
 

       
November 

 

          Nov 6         Marshall Hurlbut 

          Nov 13*     Mekelle Hurlbut 

          Nov 20       Jacob Schultz          

Nov 27*     Kaden Gier 

          Nov 30+      Valden Dohl 
 

December 

          Dec 4           Grace Chegwidden 

Dec 11* Racheal Sebesta 

Dec 18* Marshall Hurlbut 

Dec 24  Mekelle Hurlbut 

Dec 25*  Jacob Schultz   

January 1  Kaden Gier 
 

* Communion service 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

Baptismal Birthdays in November  
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of grace that you 

have received, and we pray for many more blessings for 

Jesus’ sake! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolyn Blasé 

Lorelei Dohl 

Adam Falcon 

Lowell Fischer 

Ashley Fruits 

Dell Gier 

Dirk Heine 

Kimberly Hiitter 

Casey Janssen 

 

Blane Lamb 

Dustin McEntyre 

Laura Princ 

Elise Schulteis 

Timothy Schulteis 

Katherine Small 

Maren Sorensen 

Eunice Thaemert 

Lu Willingham 
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October Youth Group 
     October has been a fun month for our youth 

group. The theme for this year is "Servant 

Leadership." Our games and activities focused on 

working together, communication, representing 

God, our communities and our families well, and 

knowing our Bibles. Weekly, our goal is to look 

for ways to serve. Some of our members have 

helped with the local dance fundraiser, cleaning 

the church, and with commodities distribution.  

Our lessons for October concentrated on some of 

the basics of our faith, such as sin, forgiveness, 

confession, and prayer. During our meetings, we 

usually end up having lots of discussion which 

often extends our meeting times!  Each month we 

also try to have one special event.  In October, we 

had a Lock-In on the 28th. We have already 

started planning our next special event and we are 

looking service projects in our church and 

community. 

The Lock-In was a wonderful experience, the kids 

had a blast and were able to learn about many 

things including Liturgy and Baptism. They also 

had many games which included a quiz bowl, 

finding the Bible, and Gargons. If you have the 

opportunity, ask one of the kids about Gargons. I 

have become increasingly impressed with how 

well this group of kids works together for a 

common goal. And in Gargons that was 

showcased. The group had the privilege of 

celebrating and participating in the Baptism of one 

of our members, Isaiah Montiel. If you see Isaiah 

please offer him a word of encouragement. 

     One last note, the kids would really like to 

thank those members that have been helping with 

food, both at the lock-in and for our weekly 

meetings. These kids can eat, and because our 

youth group time ends up being between 1.5 - 2 

hours they really appreciate having their tanks 

replenished! Our snacks have included everything 

from hot dogs and s'mores to sandwiches and 

chips and salsa and no there are never any 

leftovers. We have been blessed by your support 

and encouragement, thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Youth Group Bible Trivia Game 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group-Gargon  

(a hide and seek type game) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A game Youth Group played 
 

Pictures Submitted by Dena Sorensen 



6 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cards for sale! 
 

The LWML has Christmas cards for sale in the 

parish hall.  There is also Religions Birthday, 

Anniversary, get well, and a variety of boxed 

all Occasion cards. You can buy just one card 

or a whole box. Just put your money in the box 

or give the money to Ramie.  Thank you for 

supporting this cause!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Pastor Craig giving instruction  

to mid-week Children 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Building of the fort in the pasture trees  
 

Picture submitted by Dena Sorenson 

SAVE THE DATE 

Bethlehem Congregational Christmas Party 

Sunday, December 11, following the Worship Service 

Hosted by the Ladies of the LWML 

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend! 

You will enjoy a delicious meal and a fun afternoon program with drawings, games, and singing carols! 
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Engaging Ethiopia 

(Excerpts taken from Pastor Eric Stinnett’s 

October Newsletter you can find the entire 

newsletter  on front bulletin board near the 

men’s bathroom) 

Mekane Yesus Seminary—In our July 

newsletter I wrote about the far-reaching 

effects of our teaching efforts here at the 

seminaries.  In that article, I talked about two 

students that I was beginning to advise and 

how we are teaching the teachers of the next 

generation of pastors for the EECMY.  I was 

excited about those opportunities in July, but 

now that classes are in full swing and I have 

gotten to know my students better, I am truly 

amazed at the incredible opportunity the Lord 

has given us.  It is much, much greater than I 

realized before.        In my first-year MA class, 

twelve of my students were full or part-time 

instructors at EECMY regional seminaries or 

Bible colleges.  Two were Bible College 

directors and one was Dean of Academic 

Studies.  I also have two Synod Presidents 

(equivalent to our District Presidents) in this 

class.  All of these men are expected to return 

to their previous positions (or higher positions) 

when they complete their MA degrees.  In 

addition to the classroom, I was also given the 

privilege of being one of the two main 

speakers at a Reformation Conference put on 

by the EECMY Central Office on Reformation 

Day.  I had the opportunity to lecture on 

Luther’s Life and Theology to EECMY 

officers, the staff and faculty to Mekane Yesus 

Seminary and other leaders of the EECMY 

community.       Our Lord is allowing us to 

help shape the Lutheran identity of the church 

leaders and educators of an over 8 million 

member church body.  There is nowhere else in 

the world we could have an impact so large.  

As I said in July, it is truly humbling and 

exciting to think about the amazing 

opportunity and great responsibility our Lord 

has placed  

before us here.  Thank you for choosing to be a 

part of it.  We are truly grateful that you are 

partnering with us to carry out the Lord’s work 

in Ethiopia.  

In Service to Christ– 

Eric, Johanna, Rachael, Naomi & Luke 

 

Please Pray for: -our country of Ethiopia -that 

the Lord will meet the need to train 10,000 

new pastors for MYS -for the needed work 

visas for professors who come to teach—

difficult to obtain -Eric and Dr. Rabe as they 

are now halfway through the first semester - 

that MYS will achieve its accreditation 

standing -needed Amharic catechisms from 

LHF -for continual improvement in our 

Amharic -Ethiopian hymnal project -for good 

health & spirits 
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Coming Events at Bethlehem 

Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org 

 

Nov 1  5:30-- p.m. Elders meeting 

  7 p.m.-- BOCL meeting 

Nov 2  7 p.m.--LWML Meeting 

Nov 12 8 a.m.— Beginning Weekly Men’s Bible Study 

Nov 23 7 p.m.--Thanksgiving Worship Service 

Nov 30 5:45-6:45 Light supper before 

 7 p.m. Advent Worship Service  

  

 

Our Weekly Worship schedule: 

9 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school) 

9 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall) 

10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Sundays and some festivals) 
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