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Our Mission Statement
As members of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church who have been granted
eternal life through Jesus Christ’s
death and resurrection, we worship
Him as our Lord and seek to further
His work of salvation through word
and sacrament ministry in our
community and world toward the
goal of creating and strengthening
personal faith in Him

The Pastor Page
For many, May is the busiest month of
the year. This is particularly true for

those families whose children are
graduating. It can be difficult to
keep yourself balanced during
this time of the year, because
you feel like you’re just running
from one activity to another. You
might not even feel like you have
time to breathe.
You have heard Psalm 46:10 “Be
still, and know that I am God.” It’s
a great exhortation from God to
remember who is in control of
things. It’s also exceedingly
difficult to do. One of the reasons
this is true, is because we may
have a misunderstanding of what
God means when he says to “Be
still.”
This could be misunderstood to
say that you’re supposed to
physically stop and actually still
your body. Now of course that
might be useful, but that’s not
really God’s point here. Let’s look
at the entirety of Psalm 46:
46 God is our refuge and
strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not
fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be
moved into the heart of the sea,
3
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble
at its swelling.
4
There is a river whose streams
make glad the city of God,
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the holy habitation of the Most
High.
5
God is in the midst of her; she
shall not be moved;
God will help her when
morning dawns.
6
The nations rage, the kingdoms
totter;
he utters his voice, the
earth melts.
7
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our
fortress.
8
Come, behold the works of
the LORD,
how he has brought
desolations on the earth.
9
He makes wars cease to the
end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and
shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
10
“Be still, and know that I am
God.
I will be exalted among the
nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!”
11
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our
fortress.
When you look at the whole
Psalm, it becomes very clear,
that when God tells us to “Be
still.” He’s really referring to our
minds. Our minds that worry, and
stress, and overthink, and get
distracted, and fear, and doubt. I
ask you this though; since Jesus
died for your sins, thereby
proving that God is on your side,
who can be against you? You are
busy, and that’s okay. God’s

We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the
same way.” But how did the Old Testament
people support the Levites?
Moses records this: “You shall tithe all
the yield of your seed that comes from the
field year by year. And before the Lord your
God, in the place that he will choose, to
make his name dwell there, you shall eat the
tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your
oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock,
that you may learn to fear the Lord your God
always” (Deuteronomy 14:22–23).
The Levites were supported by the tithe,
10 percent of all the yearly yield of that
which was harvested.
Does that seem like a lot? Does it
surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that
we are to support the New Testament
Gospel ministry “in the same way?”
If it does, ask yourself: is the Church’s job in
the New Testament bigger or smaller than
the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? Back
then there was one Temple, and the ministry
was almost exclusively located in one nation
among the descendants of Abraham.
Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all
nations (Matt. 28). And there are churches
and ministries all around the world. How
could we support this new Gospel ministry
with anything less than the Israelites
supported the Old Testament ministry?
Of course, we are free to give more, for
we have received more than those in the
Old Testament. We have received the
fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of
His salvation, the fulfillment of everything
that God promised to do.
For we have received Christ, God’s own
Son, in the flesh, who took upon himself our
sins and in exchange gave us his
righteousness. The Father claimed us as his
own in Holy Baptism.
He gathers us together in the place
where his name dwells to feast on the first
fruits of the resurrection, the risen and living

point with this Psalm, is that you can be still and
confident in God’s protection no matter what is
going on around you. If God is encouraging you to
be still and trust in Him when the mountains are
falling into the sea and the kingdoms are tottering,
you are also able to be still and trust in Him when
you’ve got sports practices, music concerts,
graduation parties, church, and breathing.
“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”
The Lord of Hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
our fortress.” Psalm 46:10-11
May God bless you all

Pastor Chris Craig
Stewardship Newsletter- May 2018
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

St. Paul teaches, “Let the one who is taught
the word share all good things with the one
who teaches” (Galatians 6:6).
And again, he says, “Do you not know
that those who are employed in the temple
service get their food from the temple, and
those who serve at the altar share in the
sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the
Lord commanded that those who proclaim
the gospel should get their living by the
gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:13–14).
In other words, ministers of the gospel
are supported by the offerings of those who
are served by them. And this is how the
Church lives even now. It is standard
practice.
But this deserves closer examination. For it
instructs us not just that we are to give but
also what we are to give. And it does so with
four little words: “In the same way …”
St. Paul is building his case for
supporting the preachers of the Gospel with
the sacrificial giving of individual members
on the example of the Old Testament
people who supported the Levites with their
offerings and sacrifices.
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Baptismal Birthdays in May
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of
grace that you have received, and we pray
for many more blessings for Jesus’ sake

body and blood of his Son, our Lord, Jesus.
He reminds us that we are His, that all
things are ours because we belong to Him.
He blesses us here in time with physical and
spiritual gifts.
In the same way, and in response to his
fatherly divine goodness and mercy, we
gladly give to those who proclaim to us “the
excellencies of him who called us out of
darkness and into his marvelous light.”
For once we were not a people, but now
we are God’s people; once we had not
received mercy, but now we have indeed (1
Peter 2:9–10).
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Chesley Dohl
Jason Dohl
Valden Dohl
Deborah
Falcon
Kaden Gier
Billie Groth
Lydia Janssen
Shelly Keller
Isabel Kirk
Tasha Meitler

2018 SENIORS – The deadline to turn in
your scholarship paperwork so it can be
considered by the Bethlehem Lutheran
Scholarship Committee is MAY 15, 2018.
The completed scholarship form can be
handed to any one of the committee members
- Emilie Wacker, Roger Gier or Art Dohl.

Tyler Nelson
Ramie Schulteis
Marmie Schultz
Lukas Sebesta
Wesley Thrun
Janet Trost
Arron Ancell
Calvin McCoy
Liz McCoy
Cole Sulsar

LWML Flower Committee 2018

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

May
Annie Dohl & Ramie Schulteis
June
Lorelei Dohl & Sophia Schofield

Willis Becker Filling
Candles one
of his many Jobs
May 3, 2018
Thank You Willis for
Taking good care of
The Church

Acolyte Schedule

May
(Parament’s are White Except May 20)
May 6
Jacob Schultz Vance Dohl
May 13* Eli Schultz
Rylan Gier
May 20 Aubrelle Hurlbut Jacob Schultz
May 27* Isaac Schultz
Rylan Gier

2018 LWML Church Watering Schedule
May -June
April 23 - May 6 ........................Cheryl Gier
May 7 - May 20...........................Shelly Keller
May 21 - June 3 ..........................Annie Dohl

June
June 3 Vance Dohl
June 10* Rylan Gier
June 17 Jacob Schultz
June 24* Isaac Schultz

The watering schedule is set for two week intervals,
Mondays through Sundays
Please water all outside bushes and the flower box.
You are welcome to trim and weed as needed.
If unable to work on your assigned weeks, please trade
Please notify the next person on the list after finishing
your two week water assignment.

Eli Schultz
Aubrelle Hulbert
Kale Sorensen
Eli Schultz

*Communion service
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Bethlehem Lutheran’s Ambassadors
for Christ Midweek

Pastor Craig met with the junior high
aged students. They spent the year
studying the book of Revelation.
The classes met each Wednesday
school was in session from mid-September
to mid-April. The regular schedule for each
Wednesday involved the children arriving on
the school bus around 3:45 p.m. Our
thanks to Annie Dohl who rode the school
bus and helped the driver maintain order.
After their arrival, Dena Sorensen and her
assistants (usually Annie Dohl and Alexis
Pflugh) served the children a light supper.
We really appreciate the many excellent
meals they provided for the children. We
also appreciate the help that Shirley Small
offered with office chores, copying, etc.
After the meal, the junior high students
stayed to clean up the Parish Hall and then
had their class with Pastor Craig.
The other midweek children moved to the
grade school where they had class time
from about 4:10 until 5:20 p.m. We ended
each day with a closing session in which
students reviewed what they had learned in
the day, sang songs, prayed and sometimes
performed skits. Both classes enjoyed
presenting skits that illustrated Bible stories
and provided humor for the closing
sessions. (It never ceases to amaze us how
much children like to perform skits.) Pastor
also offered a short message for the
children. The kids sometimes played
outside after the closing session. Most of
the children were picked up or walked home
by about 6:00 p.m.
Students were also encouraged to learn
and recite or write Bible verses. Students
earned points for learning the memory
verses, attending Sunday school and
worship services, furthering their Christian
education (Youth Group), witnessing to
others (in a school musical or dance
recital), and serving in the church (acolyte or
Reformation skit performer). At the end of
each semester the students traded in their

Bethlehem Lutheran’s Ambassadors for
Christ Midweek ended this year on
Wednesday, April 11. The program ended
with a bowling party at the bowling lanes in
Ellsworth, KS. They are always great to
give us all the lanes and let us “take over”
the place. The children bowled and then
enjoyed pizza and pop, compliments of
Bethlehem Lutheran. This is a highlight of
the year for them, and they all really look
forward to it.
This past year our midweek attendance
averaged about 30 children, with around 14
in each classroom. The younger class was
comprised of first – third graders, with a
couple of Kindergarten siblings thrown in.
The older class was for fourth – sixth
graders. There was also a class for the
junior high students that had between two
and four students each week.
The youngest students were taught by
Sophia Schofield. She found when she
started working with the children that it was
surprising how little they knew about the
people and events in the Bible. So, she has
focused her class on Bible accounts. The
first semester this year her classes studied
the Kings. Second semester they focused
on the life and teachings of Jesus.
The older students were taught by
Lorelei Dohl. These classes were arranged
around Luther’s Small Catechism. Students
studied Baptism, Holy Communion, the
Creeds, the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten
Commandments, etc. They also took some
time to answer questions such as: Why do
we pray? Why do we study the Scriptures?
Why do we believe in Jesus as our Savior?
The students studied the Catechism, and
they also studied Scripture verses and
stories that explain the concepts. The
classes are arranged so that most of the
Catechism is covered in three years’ time.
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points for Christian-themed prizes from the
Ambassador Center. Prizes ranged from
simple items like pencils, erasers and
buttons to more expensive items such as tshirts, books and CDs. This program gave
the students something to work for and
rewarded their efforts. It also gave them
some cool items to take home and to school
to share their faith.
The overall theme of the midweek
program is that we are Ambassadors for
Christ. Everything we do matters because
we are always serving as examples of
Christ’s forgiveness and love. We talk a lot
about how we can share our faith and how
important it is to praise and honor God with
our lives and to bring others to faith.
We want to thank Bethlehem Lutheran
Church for the year-end party and especially
for their support of the Midweek program.
This program serves children of the
Bethlehem congregation. It also serves
many children who do not regularly attend
any church. The program is valuable
because it teaches and re-enforces
Lutheran doctrine. But it is especially
important for the unchurched children
because this is often the only Christian
education they receive. Perhaps the seeds
that are planted here at Bethlehem will grow
into a rich and meaningful faith in later
years. Please pray for God’s blessing upon
the Ambassadors for Christ midweek
program.

BOCL
The BOCL met on Thursday, April 5 at
7:00 p.m. Members present were Dena
Sorensen, Sara Gier, Kylie Ehrlich, Tyler
Gier, Serena McCoy, Brock Mueller, Ruth
Mueller, and Pastor Craig. Pastor led with
prayer
and
devotions,
(Augsburg
Confession article 9.) Minutes were read,
corrected and approved.
VBS is set for July 9 -13. This year
Pastor Craig is arranging a family orientated
curriculum. With High school graduation fast
approaching the board would like to have a
Sunday to recognize them. Dean S. moved
to put an ad in the Lincoln-Sentinel
congratulating the graduates, Kylie E.
seconded, motion passed.
Serena M. gave us a report on her and
Calvin's attendance to Operation Barnabus,
an outreach program to the Armed Forces,
more information on this program will follow
in the near future.
Plans for the upcoming peach cobbler
stand at the Lincoln County fair was
discussed. It was decided than contact
should be made with the Sylvan Seniors
about the use of the city stand to use as a
back-up in case of inclement weather.
There will be a pot-luck following the
quarterly voter's assembly on Sunday, April
29. As usual BOCL will provide drinks and
table service.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday,
May 3 at 7:00 p.m. Pastor closed with a
prayer.
Respectfully submitted
Ruth Mueller

Announcement: Sophia Scofield has
accepted a teaching job at Natoma, Kansas.
Because of time conflicts she will not be
teaching Bethlehem Lutheran’s Ambassadors
for Christ Midweek next year. The kids will
miss her but we wish her well in her new
job. The midweek program is looking for a
new teacher for the lower class if interested
please contact Pastor Craig or Lorelei Dohl
by 1st of August.

Sounds of summer
outside the
Church office
May 3, 2018
Welcome Back
Dean Thaemert
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beautiful areas on the Wacker farm. Instead of
an actual walking expedition Emilie and Marmie
and boys Jacob, Eli and Isaac had quite journey
presenting LWML with a trip using the power
point program. It turned out to be a fun and
inspirational afternoon on Feb 25.
Convention In-gathering. Coleen distributed a
list of items for the ingathering. Give items to
Coleen, Euni, Lois, Rami and Shelly on
Thursday or early Friday April 19 and 20th.
NEW Business
Pastor announced that about 10 pastors will meet
at Bethlehem on Tuesday April for a Winkel
meeting from 9 am to 2 pm. Donations went as
follows :Barb Meitler - HB that Billy Reinert
gave to her for church activities; Ramie- sloppy
joes; Emilie - HB buns; Lois - dessert: Coleen relish dish; Justine and Rami - salads. Euni will
provide coffee and rolls in the morning.
Spring Rally is at Immanuel Lutheran,
Ellsworth. Their guest speaker will have
information about the Comfort Dog project.
Lorelei Dohl moved and Justine Dohl seconded
that we donate 100 dollars to the comfort dog
project. Motion failed.
Immanuel requests paper goods and laundry
soap items for an in-gathering offering.
Lorelei moved to have Ramie buy two books
of stamps for Shirley Krueger. Motion was
seconded and passed.
Emilie moved to give $75 at district
convention to be divided up for the three
offerings. It was seconded and it passed. (The 3
offerings are the following: 1. Missions 2.
LCMS Disaster Relief Fund 3. 75th Anniversary
Thank Offering (world missions).
ANNOUNCEMENTS
When we purchase 3 tables and 10 chairs we'll
need a pick up.
Next LWML meeting will be Tuesday, May
1st because of school program conflict on
Wednesday May 2.
Meeting adjourned after Emilie Wacker gave
closing to remind us that God guides us on the
path that He has for us.
Submitted, Justine Dohl, Secretary

LWML Minutes, April 4, 2018
Emilie Wacker opened April's meeting with a
devotional "God has a Plan for Us".
15 Members answered Roll Call. Minutes were
read. Corrections were the spelling of Maren,
and Ramie sent $500 to Jacob Tuma not 250.The
500 covered our commitment Minutes were
accepted as corrected. Treasurer's report was
given and placed on file for audit.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Cards - Eunice Thaemert got her sympathy card
order filled
Funeral Committee- Lorelei talked about Haley
Peters funeral (granddaughter of Lois
Heinze) Haley wanted only to be remembered as
a Child of God. The funeral was a very uplifting
expression of the greatness of God's devotion to
us all.
Cards - Elda Chegwidden is 103, Pete Falcon
thanked us for receiving a birthday card from
LWML and a sympathy card was sent to the
family of Cody Thompson, a nephew of Barbara
Meitler.
Banners - Shelly Keller has the convention
banner almost finished.
Valentine Boxes - Received thankyous from
Tim Schulteis and Jesse Schulteis. After this
year's graduation class, we will have about a
dozen boxes to send out next year. Ramie gave
Kaden and Valden metal crosses for their
confirmation.
Pastor Craig and Shelby went to the Lutheran
Student Center at Wichita State University. Its
patronage consisted of many students enjoying
the coffeehouse atmosphere. Pastor passed
around a newsletter from the student center.
Networking - Lois keeps us informed about our
community and church members.
Quarterlies - Everyone should have their
spring quarterlies.
Lenten Meal - We provided a potato bar meal.
Prayer Service - took place after church on
March 29. A nice meal followed with a Bible
study. Thankyou Cheryl, Shelly and Annie.
Fall 2017
Emilie and Marmie originally
wanted to take members on walk through some
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Note: From Kansas District “The Guinea
Partnership” has now been renamed the
“West Africa Partnership”. The Bethlehem
Lutheran Church will be sending the loose
collection taken May 20 to this worth cause.
The following information provided by Emilie
Wacker, is to let you know what out
donation are being used for.

Have you made your donation towards
our budgeted Together In Missions
(T.I.M.) Missionary support yet? At the
January meeting, Bethlehem voted to
support Pastor Eric Stinnett with a total of
$2000.00 in 2018. This donation can be
placed in the offering plate at any time.
Members that use the church envelopes-just
make a note on the outside of the envelope
or on your check inside the envelope. If you
don’t use the church envelopes, just place
your T.I.M. offering in a plain envelope with
a note on it. Thank you for helping
Bethlehem meet the $2000.00 goal.

The Kansas District has supported
international mission work in the country of
Guinea, West Africa since 1997. The LCMS
sent its first missionary to Guinea in 1996 to
work with refugees who fled there from
Liberia and Sierra Leone; the Kansas
District joined the effort the following year.
(To read more about LCMS mission work in
Guinea, visit the LCMS Guinea page.)
The initial phase of our mission partnership
focused on spreading the Gospel and
engaging in mercy work. Over the past two
decades,
we’ve
deployed
multiple
missionaries, pursued mercy projects, sent
Kansans on short-term mission trips, and
offered financial support and prayer.
Workers in Guinea have established
churches and preaching stations, baptized
believers, and encouraged evangelists.
Today, we’ve moved into an exciting new
phase of work: raising up pastors in
Guinea. Three Guinean Lutherans are
currently enrolled at the Lutheran Center for
Theological Studies (CLET), an international
seminary in Togo. Thanks be to God! You
can read more about the CLET and the
students from Guinea below.
Please keep these students, our church
workers, and the people of Guinea/West
Africa in your prayers.

News from
Rev. Eric & Johanna
Stinnett
Did you know ? Tseday - ጸደይ - March,
April and May are the autumn season with
occasional showers. May is the hottest
month in Ethiopia. Palm Sunday (below)
was in April too.
Please Pray for: -Ethiopia in a State of
Emergency, prayers for the people Johanna’s pregnancy and the baby—due in
late July/ early August -the homeless here in
Addis -Eric and the MYS students as they
finish their school year and approach exams
-continued improvement in our language
training -preparations for our home service
and arrangements Give thanks For: -our
East Africa retreat in Kenya and safe
passage -seeing coworkers in Kenya and
encouraging each other in the Lord’s work the Rabe family who are such great
coworkers & friends to us and our family
Praise God for: -the new Ethiopian prime
minister who has brought peace to the
country so far -continued outreach to the
Ethiopians by the church with the message
of Christ -the child care team who taught
and cared for our children in Kenya
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Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org

May 12
May 13
May 28

2 p.m. High School Graduation at Sylvan
MOTHERS DAY
Memorial Day Pastor Craig Speaker at Sylvan Cemetery Service

9 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school)
9 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall)
10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals)
6:30 p.m. - Wednesday’s Midweek Worship service

Shingling School
May 3, 2018

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835

Apply
postage
here

«AddressBlock»
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