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Our Mission Statement
As members of Bethlehem
Lutheran Church who have been
granted eternal life through Jesus
Christ’s death and resurrection,
we worship Him as our Lord and
seek to further His work of
salvation through word and
sacrament ministry in our
community and world toward the
goal of creating and strengthening
personal faith in Him.

The Pastor’s Page
Why should you care about the
Ascension of Jesus? Many lament
this day more than anything. They
wonder, “Why did He have to
leave? Couldn’t He have stayed
with us?” People want to see that
which they believe in. And that’s
not necessarily a bad thing. After
all, we all hope to one day see the
fulfillment of our faith with our
own eyes in our sanctified bodies.
The problem that arises with
desiring to see what you believe is
when that desire becomes a
necessity. That is, when you feel
like you need to see to believe.
This is why people love to criticize
‘Doubting’ Thomas. For not
believing that Jesus had arisen
until he had seen his Lord with his
own eyes, and had touched his
Lord’s wounds with his own
hands.
So then, why do we celebrate
the Ascension? There are two
primary reasons to celebrate this
event. Both have to do with what
He’s doing in Heaven. The first
comes from Jesus Himself,
“Nevertheless, I tell you the truth:
it is to your advantage that I go
away, for if I do not go away, the
Helper will not come to you. But if
I go, I will send Him to you.”
(John 16:7) If Jesus had not
ascended, you would never have
received the Holy Spirit, the
Helper. The Holy Spirit who
creates faith inside of us.
Therefore, one of the reasons
that we celebrate our Lord’s return
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to Heaven, is because we know
who He sent to create life and faith
inside of us once He was up there.
The second reason that we
celebrate the Ascension is
expressed well in the book of
Hebrews: “Since then we have a
great high priest who has passed
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son
of God, let us hold fast our
confession. For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weakness, but
one who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin.
Let us then with confidence draw
near to the throne of grace, that we
may receive mercy and find grace
to help in time of need.” (Hebrews
4:14-16) In other words, there is a
man on the Throne of Grace. Not
just a man of course, but the Man.
Jesus ascended to Heaven to take
up His rightful place as the ruler of
the cosmos. When He did this, He
did not shed His human nature.
Jesus, right now as you are reading
this and as He is ruling in Heaven,
is still the man. He is still human,
while of course still being God as
well.
We celebrate the Ascension
because that is when our Lord went
to Heaven to send the Spirit to us,
and because that is when He took
up His Throne and exalted
mankind higher than any other
created being.
Therefore we celebrate, and
how glorious it will be when we
can see this with our own eyes.
May God bless you all,
Pastor Chris Craig

May Stewardship Newsletter Article
“It is more blessed to give than to receive,” said
St. Paul, quoting our Lord (Acts 20:35). How can
this be?
Jesus and His disciples withdrew to a mountain
by the shore of the Sea of Galilee. The crowds
followed them, for the Lord had just showered
upon them the gift of His teaching, the gift of His
Word. But the day was waning; the sun was setting,
and it was getting late. Looking upon the crowds,
Jesus had compassion on them and asked, “Where
are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat”
(John 6:5)? Philip said that two hundred denarii (a
day’s wages for two hundred men) could not buy
enough bread for each of them to get a little.
But Andrew, Peter’s brother, brought a young
boy forward, who had five barley loaves and two
small fish. “But,” Andrew asked, “what are they for
so many” (John 6:9). Jesus replied, “Have the
people sit down” (John 6:10).
Then Jesus, the Son of God, gave them a second
gift, a gift from what only He could give—a gift
from above. He took the bread and the fish, gave
thanks, blessed them, and distributed them to the
crowd. Then came the miracle. As these five loaves
and two fish were given out, they multiplied. He
fed the hungry crowd until they were all full. And
twelve baskets full were left over.
But Jesus was not the only one who gave that
day. There is one person who also gave from what
he had. It was the boy with the five loaves and the
two fish. All the others, including the boy, received
the gift of a miraculous feast. And they would look
back on it with wonder. But the boy, when he
would look back on it, would look back and
remember not just what he received. He would look
back with wonder and delight when the Son of God
made his gift into something miraculous. For it is
more blessed to give than to receive.
This our Lord does for each of us. He presses
our gifts, no matter how big or how small, into His
service and works wonders with them. He provides
through what we give: water for baptism, bread and
wine for the Lord’s Supper, a man called and sent
for the preaching of the Gospel and Absolution. He
provides a building in which we can gather as His
children, lights so that we might not gather in

darkness. He provides funds for the care of the poor
and struggling, for missionaries who preach and
teach beyond our borders. He makes Christians,
disciples of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ in
our midst by bringing them to faith and nurturing
them in that faith. He takes our gifts and turns them
into something miraculous.
Indeed, it is more blessed to give than to receive.
Thus we give. We give of what we have. And the
Lord works His wonders.

BOCL – April meeting
The BOCL met on Wed. April 5 after Lent service.
Members present were Barb Meitler, Trey Watson,
Ronda Watson, Kylie Erhlich, Tara Kubick, Tyler Gier,
Lloyd Gier, Brock Mueller, Ruth Mueller, and Pastor
Craig. Minutes were read and approved.
Education: Tara moved that the midweek youth take an
end of the year bowling trip to Ellsworth on April 26,
Barb M seconded, motion passed. Funds for the
bowling trip can be taken out of their budget.
BOCL has scheduled a presentation and potluck for
Lutherans for Life after church on Sunday, May 21. The
start of the potluck will be decided at the next meeting.
Details for Brian Young are being finalized .He will be
at the fair all three days. He will also have a
presentation at the grandstand. Lutherans for Life will
be there all three days also.
It has come to our attention that the fair board usually
charges $25 per spot at the fairgrounds for booths. To
our knowledge we haven't paid for our stand in the past.
The fair board is not upset about this, they're happy to
have the participation. Since the Lutherans will have
multiple stands this year, Brock moved that we pay the
fair board $150 for the spots, Dena seconded, motion
passed.
Easter breakfast plans were finalized, Shirley Small has
volunteered to provide egg casseroles, side dishes will
be asked of the congregation.
Funds for the memorization rewards were approved in
the amount of approximately $406. Exact amount will
be determined by shipping and handling and specials.
Pastor will distribute these awards at the next quarterly
voter's meeting. Dena S. moved on this, Tara seconded,
motion passed.. Money will come out of the BOCL
fund.
Our next meeting is Monday, May 1 at 7:00. Pastor
adjourned us with a prayer.
Respectfully submitted Ruth Mueller

Baptismal Birthdays in May
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of grace that you
have received, and we pray for many more blessings for
Jesus’ sake!

Flower for Easter
From
Thelma Blase
Ken & Shirley Small
& Family

Chesley Dohl
Jason Dohl
Valden Dohl
Deborah Falcon
Kaden Gier
Billie Groth
Lydia Janssen
Shelly Keller
Isabel Kirk

Tasha Meitler
Tyler Nelson
Joyce Naused
Ramie Schulteis
Marmie Schultz
Lukas Sebesta
Wesley Thrun
Janet Trost

In memory of
Raymond & Richard Blase
William Small &
Ray Blase
& Grandparents

Emilie Wacker

Sidney Wacker

John & Shelly
Thaemert
Wayne Trapp (4)

Wilmer Thaemert

Ray & Shelly
Keller

Rev & Irene Peter,
Ted Walter

Rozella Trapp
Weldon Trapp
Alfred & Elisa Trapp

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

LWML Flower Committee

May

Annie Dohl, Ramie Schulteis

June

Lorelei Dohl, Sophia Schofield

Acolyte Schedule
May
May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28
June
June 4
June 11
June 18
June 25

May-June

Kaden Gier
Valden Dohl
Rylan Gier
Jacob Schultz

Kaden Gier
Valden Dohl
Rylan Gier
Jacob Schultz

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Congratulation to Grace Chegwidden daughter of
Phil and Tonya Chegwidden & Rachel Sebesta
daughter of Mark and Susan-Kurtz Sebesta
on their conformation, Palms Sunday, April
9th,2017

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
This is Corey Hirsch emailing
With a prayer chain request...
I would like to request prayers again for our youth
in foster care. The crisis for lack of foster homes
has become even worse, unfortunately. It has
escalated to the point where there simply aren't
enough beds for children to sleep in so the children
are having to sleep at the office I work at. Last
week we had six kids without a home that slept in
the office. As you can imagine this is very
frightening for a child and they often feel like no
one cares about them or wants them. I ask for
prayers of reassurance, strength and love. I also ask
for prayers for the social workers and staff who are
having to stay with this children overnight. They
often work around the clock to provide these
children the care they need. The bags LWML put
together have been useful in this situation and we
are thankful for that. Thanks for your time
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Mid-week is finished for this year. Give thanks for
all the Teachers, Cooks & Kids see you all next year.

social workers face each day as they try to find homes
for children within the system. Mrs. Hirsch works out
of the Hays office but travels across the state each week
as she works to place children in adoptive homes and
continually monitors their progress in their new home
environments.
Unfortunately time was up all to fast, and many
people were left with questions and stories they wanted
to share.
After the program portion of the day had ended,
guests were treated to a delicious meal of breakfast
casseroles, fruit and spinach/fruit salad prepared by
Shirley and Kenny Small and their daughter, Katherine.
After dinner the guests participated in an ingathering and service event. Guests had been asked to
bring items for foster care kits. The ladies also took
time to color bookmarks and write messages of hope
and encouragement on them. Thrivent provided a $250
grant with which Bibles of all types had been
purchased. Each participant was able to choose a Bible,
add a bookmark and put these into a kit with other items
such as toiletries, books, games, snacks, etc. Each kit
was put into a pillowcase, and the cases were labeled
for age and sex, and tied with a bright ribbon. The kits
will be distributed to St. Francis Community Services in
Hays and Salina, who will give them to children in
transition. The committee had hoped to gather 40 kits,
but was pleased to announce that 70 kits were collected
for distribution.
After the zone business meeting, election and
installation of officers, guests were invited to partake in
a dessert bar. Bethlehem Lutheran LWML would like
to thank all who participated in any way in the event. If
you would like further information about foster care,
you may contact Lorelei Dohl (785-526-7352) or Saint
Francis Community Services of Salina (785-452-9614).

LWML Spring rally report
Submitted by Lorelei Dohl

Bethlehem Lutheran Church's LWML (Lutheran
Women's Missionary League) hosted the annual Zone
Spring Rally at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Sylvan
Grove on Saturday, March 26. Bethlehem's members
were honored to be joined by women from other area
Lutheran churches and by local women of other church
affiliations. Over 60 people were in attendance. The
theme of the day was FOR THIS CHILD I HAVE
PRAYED.
The day opened with a brief worship service and
an excellent sermon about the importance of reaching
out to others in need the way that God has reached out
and continues to reach out to mankind
After the
worship service, attendees had the privilege of hearing
guest speaker Cathryn Wenthe. Mrs. Wenthe is a
special education teacher, wife and mother from
Tescott, KS. She gave her testimony of how, somehow,
in the later years of their life, she and her husband
found themselves parenting three foster children. Later
they adopted the children and added them to their brood
of biological children and grandchildren. Mrs. Wenthe
gave a humorous, moving and deeply personal
testimony of how God had surprised and used her and
her family to bring hope and love to children in need.
She also spoke about the meaningful love and support
they received from so many in the Tescott community.
The next speaker was Foster Care Recruitment
Manager for St. Francis Community Services Vicki
Cain. She spoke about her personal experience as an
adopted child. She also spoke of the admiration she felt
for her parents, who helped care for a child from a
troubled home, when she was growing up. Ms. Cain
spoke about the importance of foster care, not only in
helping children, but also in strengthening and reuniting
families. She told of the many ways people can serve
and help foster children without actually taking a child
into their home. Ms. Cain also alerted listeners to a
new program called CarePortal. This program brings
the needs of hurting children and families to the
attention of local communities. Cooperation between
child welfare case workers and churches brings
solutions to many problems and improves the lives of
many in need. There are currently 1097 churches in 11
states who have impacted the lives of over 9,448
children. If you or your church community would like
to be a part of this problem-solving program, visit
careportal.org.
The final speaker was Corey Hirsch, an adoption
caseworker and member of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church. She spoke about some of the challenges that

The goal of 40 kits for foster children was far
surpassed when 70 kits were assembled in the day's
ingathering
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1) Kathryn Wenthe, special education
teacher and foster mother from Tescott,
spoke about her personal adventure and
God's guidance in her fostering
experience.
2) Vicki Cain, Saint Francis Foster
Recruitment Manager shared ways that
people can help foster children without
actually becoming foster parents.
3) Bethlehem Lutheran member Corey
Hirsch told about her work as an adoption
worker within the foster system.
4) President Bev Wiese and Secretary
Emilie Wacker conduct the LWML rally
business meeting.
5) The Parish Hall was brightly decorated
in rainbow colors to remind people of
God's promise of love for every person.

afternoon possibly contributed to the day's success.
55 LWML members and guests attended. Many
thanks extended to Shirley Small who cooked up an
outstanding noon meal. Baby Shower Enjoyable.
Corey and Caleb received many nice gifts.
Prayer Service - at the Lincoln Park Manor where
Pastor Craig provided the church service and Annie
Dohl's dancers provided entertainment.
Cleaned School Basement - As part of the
National Registry program to fix up the school
many LWML members showed up to clean out the
clutter in the basement of the school. Emily
dropped many items off at Stop and Shop and at the
landfill.
Provide last Lenten meal of chili and taco soup.
Desserts from Ramie, Justine, Euni and Lois.
NEW BUSINESS: Lorelei moved and Euni
seconded that LWML give 100 dollars to Shirley.
Lorelei moved and Lois seconded to give 25
dollars and mileage to Katherine Wenthe.
Lincoln Park Manor - needs volunteers to help at
the LPM April birthday party celebration. Justine,
Coleen will help along Shirley Krueger
Confirmation - Ramie S. purchased gifts for the
two Palm Sunday catechumens Grace Chegwidden
and Rachel Sebesta and gifts for Marshall and
Mekelle Hurlbut who will be confirmed at a later
date this year.
Discussed guest speaker Vickie Cain's idea about
promoting a Care Portal through the internet. This
would require community churches working
together to help the needs of people in the area. If
there is a need for a specific item it can be filled by
someone in the community. Further discussion
about such an idea will take place at the next
meeting. LWML will provide two egg casseroles
for the Easter morning breakfast .We will discuss
the particulars of the Dale Mettlen auction during
May 2nd's Bible study meeting. Meeting
adjourned, Justine Dohl, LWML secretary

BETHLEHEM LWML
April 5, 2017 Coleen Ancell opened the April
Meeting with Portals of Prayer's "God the Eye
Maker." Pastor Craig read and discussed what it is
to be a woman of God. The subject matter was
taken from the book Lady Like. Man is to love his
wife as Christ loves the church and women are to
serve their husbands as Christ served all people
with love.
12 members answered roll call to the question,
"Who is your least favorite Bible character?"
Minutes were read and accepted with noted
corrections. Ramie Schulteis' treasurer's report was
accepted as given. Thank you letters from
Concordia Seminary on the behalf of Jacob Tuma
and from the Joyce Naused Family were read.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Greeting cards - Euni is always looking for cards
with spiritual message. She could use
different
sources.
Mission of love Campbell Soup Co. will stop
taking labels after the month of July.
Funerals - Joyce Naused Family was very
grateful for our hospitality.
Campus Ministry - Received several thank you’s
for the Valentine boxes.
Flowers - Emily has ordered Palm leaves for the
Palm Sunday service.
Historian - received pictures from Lu Willingham.
There will be a zone historian seminar in August.
Shelly encouraged Justine to attend.
Prayer chain - Members praised Lois for getting
information out about the needs of the members of
our church and community.
OLD BUSINESS
Spring Rally- final report by Lorelei Dohl, Cheryl
Gier and Shelly Keller detailed the success of the
Spring Rally. They wanted 40 pillowcases filled
with age appropriate gifts and personal items for
children in the Foster Care Program. Instead of the
40 filled cases 70 pillowcases were made up.
Having the rally on a Saturday instead of a Sunday

LWML Mission Statement
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the Lutheran Women's
Missionary League Kansas District will nurture, motivate,
and prepare Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod women to
serve the Lord with gladness.
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Please Pray for: -the people who continue to be
affected by the dump landslide and the families of
those still missing -the Masters students turning in their
theses this week -that the Lord will meet the need to
train 10,000 new pastors for MYS -Eric’s ankle to heal
-peace and safety in northern Ethiopia -the Young
family as they transition from Ethiopia to the Nairobi
team -the end of our homeschool year approaching
Give thanks for: -Rev. Trump & McMiller’s
successful visit to Ethiopia -a beautiful retreat in Kenya
-freedom to proclaim the Gospel & biblical teachings
Praise God for: -all who uphold the Lord’s work here
with prayer and support -Professor Richard Nuffer and
Rev. Matt Heise from Lutheran Heritage Foundation
visiting and bringing Amharic books -the Rabe family
with us here in Ethiopia

News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett
serving in Ethiopia Family Life Update
Our family is doing well here in Addis. Some
people have been asking for a little more
information about our family life and so we’ll give
an update on us this month. Eric, of course,
continues to teach the Masters students who will
hand in their final theses this week. The school
year is drawing to a close and graduation and final
exams start by the end of May. We continue to
homeschool the girls who are finishing the 6th and
3rd grades. It was a blessing to find a homeschool
group here that allows the children to participate in
orchestra, sports, track & field, and many other
extracurricular activities. Rachael and Naomi both
got a first place in hurdles and the 4x100 relay race
respectively. They are thankful for the friends and
activities that have come from this group. Also,
on our compound, Luke has found friends his age,
3, that he plays with most days. The kids have
found plenty of happiness playing in an abandoned
guard house just behind our house. It has become
their “clubhouse”. Eric and I are still attending
language school weekdays and are making
progress. This last month was pretty healthy for
us, except that while on our retreat in Kenya, Eric
stepped into a covered hole and tore the ligaments
in his ankle and is in a cast and on crutches.
Pictured above, is our East Africa mission team
meeting together in Watamu and it was a
blessingto visit again with them. Last month, we
were able to visit Hawassa and a monkey stole a
banana right out of Naomi’s hand and bit her! It
didn’t break the skin, but she was rattled. The
countryside is beautiful with gorgeous lakes,
mountains and people along the Rift Valley. There
were many traditional grass Gojos (huts) as well.
The people live a more traditional life using horse
or donkey drawn carts as their transportation and
depending on agriculture. It was good to get more
connected with this facet of Ethiopian life.

**********************************************************

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
2017 -First QuarterPastor Attendance Report
Month
Sunday
Services
Church
Attendance
Special
Services
(Lent)
Church
Attendance

Jan

Feb

Mar

Aver
Total age

4

4

4

12

297

286

284

867

3

5

8

158

255

413

Sunday
Bible Class
75
60
60
195
Sunday
School (18
Children, 2
guests)
75
56
56
187
BLT’s Bible
Class (13
Teens, 1
guest)
7
14
8
29
Life Light
Bible Study
(weekly avg)
Confirmation
(weekly avg)
Adult
Catechesis
N/A
4.5 avg 4.5 avg
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72

52
15

14

2

9
4.5
4.5

Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------

May 11
May 14
May 21
May 24- 27
May 29

Elder meeting
Mother’s Day
Life Sunday Potluck following worship service with L4L from Natoma
Pastor on Vacation
Memorial Day

Our Weekly Worship schedule:
9 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school)
9 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall)
10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835

Apply
postage
here

«AddressBlock»
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