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17. Determine if the parsonage is
in need of repairs or painting.
Consult the outgoing and
incoming pas- tors about timing
so as not to disrupt the lives of either party. Do not ask a new
pastor to move into a parsonage
“under construction.”
18. Consult the new pastor on
any paint, design, or furnishings
issues.
19. Offer to have someone cut
the parsonage grass.
20. Make sure the new pastor
and church officials are clear on
how moving expenses are paid
and all matters related to
compensation, benefits, and reimbursement policies.
Welcome your pastor on
moving day
21. Stock the parsonage
refrigerator and pantry with some
staples.
22. Make sure there are kidfriendly foods and snacks in the
refrigerator if children are
arriving.
23. Have a small group on hand
to greet the new pastor and
family when they arrive and to
help as needed.
24. Offer child care if there is an
infant or toddler in the household.
25. Invite children in the
household to do things with
others of their same age.
26. Welcome any youth in the
household by having church
youth group members stop by
and offer to show them around.
27. Take food over for the first
few days. Many churches
continue the practice of having a
“pounding” for the new pastor
when persons bring food items.
28. Provide a map with
directions to local dry cleaners,
grocery store, drug store,

veterinarian, etc., and information
on local options for internet and
cable television providers.
29. Give gift certificates to
several of your favorite
restaurants in the community.
30. Give the pastor and family a
welcome reception on the first
Sunday.
31. Plan a worship celebration of
the new appointment.
32. Invite the new pastor to any
social events held by Sunday
School classes or other groups in
the early months.
33. Make sure the pastor’s
spouse and children, if
applicable, are invited to Sunday
School and other appropriate
small groups.
34. Continue to remember your
new pastor and family in your
daily prayers.
Help the new pastor become
familiar with the congregation
35. Introduce yourself to the
pastor repeatedly! You have one
name to learn; your pastor has
many names to learn.
36. Wear name tags. Even if
name tags are not a tradition, the
congregation can wear them for a
few weeks to help the pastor
learn names.
37. Provide a current pictorial
directory of all the church
members, if available.
38. Provide an up-to-date list of
all church committees and
officers.
39. Provide the new pastor with a
tour of where things are kept
inside the church and perhaps a
floor plan of the facilities.
40. Orient the new pastor to
information systems and the way
records are kept.
41. Make sure the pastor has a list
of home bound or nursing home

members, a list of those
struggling with long term illness,
and a list of those still in grief
over recent deaths in the family.
Better yet, take the pastor for an
introduction to each of these
households.
42. Have an appropriate person
offer to go with the pastor for
introductions and support if there
are particularly urgent pastoral
situations (a member near death
or the family of a member who
has just died).
43. Have a lay official offer to
take the pastor to meet church
members in their businesses or
other work settings, if they are
easily accessible.
44. Offer to help arrange small
group sessions to meet and talk
with the congregation.
45. Create a “church yellow
pages’” (a list of people in the
church who have specific skills
that a new- comer may find
beneficial…. auto mechanic,
doctor, dentist, dry cleaners, book
store, office supply, etc.).
Help the new pastor connect to
the community
46. Provide local media with
information about the new pastor.
47. Provide a list of hospitals,
nursing homes, and community
service agencies.
48. Introduce your new pastor to
other clergy in the community.
Provide information on any
ecumenical activities or
associations.
49. Introduce the new pastor to
public and community leaders.
50. Ask church members in civic
clubs to take the new pastor to
one of their meetings.
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We have a new Pastor! —
We are pleased to share this photo of the Concordia
Theological Seminary (CTSFW), Fort Wayne, Indiana,
students who have been placed in the Kansas District.

PHOTO ID: (l-r) Cody & Katie Norton, Erik &
Michelle Sorenson, President Lange, Joshua Woelmer,
Michelle Kilgo, Sean Kilgo, Jonathan Scheck,
Christopher Craig

The members of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church
welcome Pastor Christopher Craig to our
Church!
Praise be to God!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
May Stewardship Newsletter Article
Do we Christians really have to tithe? Are we
really under a compulsion to give? Aren't we
free? Don't we have a freedom from the law that
was purchased for us by Jesus Christ’s death and
resurrection? The problem is that our sinful
flesh uses our freedom for selfishness. Christ did
not die and rise so that we could give less and do
less good work in the world. He died and rose to

free us from the compulsion of the Law, to free
us from a burden we could not bear.
We are missing the point completely if we
use the freedom from the Law that Christ won
by His passion, crucifixion, and resurrection to
give less, or to do less of any good work. Christ
set us free to live in His image of faithfulness,
generosity, and kindness. We are free from the
Law's condemnation so that we can walk in the
good works the Lord has prepared for us.
Our freedom is not given to indulge our
sinful and selfish flesh. Our freedom was
purchased and won by Christ so that we could
serve our neighbors — our family, our society,
our church.
As a result, much of your freedom is not a
freedom from, but a freedom to and for. You are
not free from serving your neighbor. You are
free for service toward your neighbor—willingly
and without compulsion. You are not free from
giving to your church; you are freed to give to
your local congregation in joy, willingly, and
without compulsion.
The reason you are free to serve, the reason
you are free to give is because of Jesus Christ
and the forgiveness of sin He won for you on the
cross, which He delivers to you in the Gospel
and the sacraments. That is our motivation. “For
God so loved the world, that He gave His onlybegotten Son, that whoever believes in Him will
not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).
And since God loves us in this way, by giving us
His only-begotten Son so that we do not perish,
we also love one another in this way, by giving
what we have so that our neighbor does not
perish. If the God who has provided the
sacrifice for your eternal salvation, the God who
delivers that salvation to you in Holy Baptism,
the God who continues to forgive you and show
you His faithfulness, if that same God is the one
who also promises to give you daily bread and
take care of your earthly life, you can trust in
Him, even in giving. After all, Jesus Christ is
proof that God loves you and will take care of
you.

BOCL – April meeting
The BOCL meeting was held on Thur. April
7 at 7:00 p.m. Members present were Pastor
Judson, Tyler Gier, Kylie Ehrich, Barb Meitler,
Lloyd Gier, Tara Kubick, Trey Watson, Ronda
Watson, Brock Mueller. Pastor opened with
prayer. Previous minutes were read and
approved.
Under Evangelism: National Day of Prayer
is Thursday, May 5. The elders have suggested a
small service on this day. Barb Meitler moved
that we advertise the national day of prayer for
May 5, Trey Watson seconded, motion passed.
The time will be 7:00 p.m. Trey W will give a
summary of the book on Spirituality of the
Cross. This summary will also be put in guest
greeter bags as well. Everyone on the BOCL is
to bring one dozen cookies for this event, drinks
will be provided also.
With the controversy over religious teaching
in this country as well as in our community we
are strongly considering sponsoring a guest
speaker towards fall on creationism. Dena
Sorensen has contacted us on a speaker she has
heard. We will continue researching this topic in
the upcoming months.
The call process is set for April 26 & 27 at
7:00 p.m. Tyler Gier moved that we make this
available to view, Barb M seconded, motion
passed. The process is going to be live-streamed
from the seminaries. The church will make this
available in the parish hall. This will make it
possible for the congregation to observe. The
Board will provide drinks.
Under Education: Midweek has asked for $375
for end of year bowling party in Ellsworth,
Lloyd G will speak with Lorelei about other
possibilities.
VBS is set for July 11, materials are in place.
Dena Sorensen & Annie Dohl will head VBS,
Lloyd G moved that we put out a collection box
at events & in the back of the church for the
endowment fund. Tara K seconded, motion

passed. Brock will bring this to the church
council.
On the subject of guest greeter, very positive
feedback on the greeters opening the door along
with the youth group. Trey W purchased more
greeter bags. Greeters for May will be Trey &
Ronda Watson; next meeting is scheduled for
Tue. May 3 at 7:00 p.m. We closed with the
Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted
Acting Secretary Kylie Ehrlich
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Baptismal Birthdays in May
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of grace that you
have received, and we pray for many more blessings for
Jesus’ sake!

MAY:
Chesley Dohl
Jason Dohl
Valden Dohl
Deborah Falcon
Kaden Gier
Billie Groth
Lydia Janssen
Shelly Keller
Isabel Kirk

Tasha Meitler
Tyler Nelson
Joyce Naused
Ramie Schulteis
Marmie Schultz
Lukas Sebesta
Wesley Thrun
Janet Trost

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

LWML Flower Committee

May

Annie Dohl, Ramie Schulteis

June

Lorelei Dohl, Sophia Schofield
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BETHLEHEM LWML MEETING - - APRIL 6, 2016
The bi-monthly meeting of the LWML
was held on Wednesday evening, April 6,
at the Parish Hall. Cheryl Gier opened our
evening with devotions and a short topic.
President Coleen called the meeting to
order with 10 members answering roll call.
Secretary Lois read the minutes of the February
meeting and after several corrections, they were
accepted as read. Many letters of
correspondence were either read or passed
around for members to read. Treasurer Ramie
then presented the Treasurer’s report, reporting
$3594.99 in the treasury. Of this amount,
$1453.74 is designated for the Cookbook fund
acct., $1436.26 is designated for the Funeral
luncheon acct., and $704.99 for the Home fund
acct. $500 was given by an anonymous donor
to be used for grocery boxes for the
underprivileged at the discretion of the LWML.
These boxes were assembled and delivered to
various families’ right before Easter. Many
thanks to the anonymous donor - the families
receiving the boxes were very grateful.
The following committees reported:
1) Greeting cards - - Euni reported filling in
some of the boxes that were missing.
2) Mission of love - - Coleen reported keep
saving your Campbell soup labels. Most stamps
are still being collected - put them in the wooden
church box in the Parish Hall - they get sent to
Texas and proceeds go to Lutheran World
Relief.
3) Banners - - The church office ordered 5 new
banners from a catalog, and the LWML paid
$30.00 to the church for the ready-made banners
which we will be using whenever they are
suitable for the occasion.
4) Flowers - - The committee for April is
Justine & Emilie, and for May,
Annie and Ramie will be responsible.
5) Outside Watering - - Lu is watering the
outside plants from March 27 -

April 9; Marmie will be April 10 - 23;
Cheryl will be April 24 - May 7;
Shelly will be May 8 -21,
and Annie will be May 22 - June 4.
OLD BUSINESS:
As of now, Shelly volunteered to be our
Vice-President. Thanks, Shelly!
Our LWML ladies served the Lenten supper of
sloppy joes, etc. on February 25th. On February
21st we took the place of a pastor having the
church service at Lincoln Park Manor, by
presenting the LWML Quarterly Prayer
Service. It was entitled “Wanted: Workers in
God’s Harvest Field” - a look at the Tools God
uses to Sow, Nourish, and Reap a Bountiful
Harvest, Now and for Eternity. It was well
received by all the residents attending.
There will be no ‘diaper drive’ for Pastor
Judson’s family, as the Elders already had
planned a gift box drive for their new baby.
The Kansas District LWML Convention
will be in Manhattan on April 15-17.
Delegates from our group will be Emilie and
Coleen. We had a box out for the ingathering
for the convention and Shelly took it along to the
convention. Several other members are also
attending the convention.
NEW BUSINESS:
The LWML Spring Rally will be held in
Natoma on Sunday, May 1st, starting at 2:00
p.m. The meal will be $5.00 per person. There
will also be an in-gathering - - watch the bulletin
for items needed.
May 7th, Immanuel LWML of
Ellsworth invited us to their Salad Supper at
5:30 p.m. We are to let them know how many
are coming to this.
We have 2 graduating high school
Seniors from our congregation - Tanner
Kubick and Bayleigh Broeckelman. Ramie will
buy several gifts for them from the LWML.
We had some discussion on replacing
the ovens/cook tops in the kitchen.
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Discussion is going to be handed over to the
church council to see what they think. The
LWML is able to help with finances for this
project, if it is approved.
A $25.00 check has been given to
Gabby Hoard to help fund her mission trip
to Haiti.
The project of Lutheran World Relief
kits was tabled for now until we know for sure if
the Mid-Week kids & teachers are going ahead
with the project.
We received an invitation from the
Methodist women of Lucas to attend their
Spring Salad Supper & program on Wed., May
4th - the same night our LWML is to have Bible
Study. A meeting will be called after church
services soon to see what we want to do for sure.
If we go ahead with our Bible Study,
Sophia Schofield is scheduled to present the
Bible Study along with the devotions, and Annie
will be the hostess. On Wed., June 1st, Justine
will give a short Bible Study before the meeting,
and Shelly will be the hostess.
The meeting was adjourned and we
closed with The Lords’ Prayer.
Shirley Krueger was hostess for the evening
serving a delicious pretzel dessert.
Respectfully Submitted, Lois Walter, Secretary
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Acolyte Schedule

Our LWML Ladies in Manhattan for the 36th
Biennial LWML Kansas District Convention.

*********************************
Elda Chegwidden
101 Birthday
April 6, 2016

Hulda Ulrich
97 Birthday
April 29, 2016

May-June

May
1
8*
15
22*
29

Grace Chegwidden
Rachel S
Marshall Hurlbut
Mekelle Hurlbut
Grace Chegwidden

June
5
12*
19
26*

Rachel Sebesta
Marshall Hurlbut
Mekelle Hurlbut
Grace Chegwidden

From Your Bethlehem Family
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Wednesday, afternoon April 20, 2016,
the Mid-week kids finished off
this year with a bowling party.
All the kids and teachers want to
thank everyone for their support this year!!

Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org

May 1- LWML Lincoln Zone Rally Peace Natoma
May 8-- Mother’s Day
May 14—Graduation
May 25—Blood Mobile in Parish Hall
June 5—Community Day
July 11-15 – Vacation Bible School
Our Vacancy Weekly Worship schedule:
10:00 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school)
11:00 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835
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