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The Pastor Page

 Is your faith child-like, or 
childish? You’ve likely heard that 
we are supposed to have a child-
like faith. And when understood 
in the correct manner this is most 
certainly true. This truth is drawn 
from what Jesus said in Matthew 
18:3 “[Jesus] said, ‘Truly, I say to 
you, unless you turn and become 
like children, you will never enter 
the kingdom of Heaven.’” This is 
clearly an important topic for 
Jesus, as he speaks of it as a 
requirement of entering the 
Kingdom. 
      So what exactly is Jesus 
speaking of here? Well the verse 
right after that one gives us one 
part of the answer, “’Whoever 
humbles himself like this child is 
the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.’” So, part of having a 
child-like faith is humility. That is 
to say not thinking too much of 
oneself and recognizing that we 
are of low estate. 
      The other part of the answer, 
comes from Jesus speaking of 
entering the Kingdom. We tend to 
associate that with our salvation, 
which is a bit off. Rather, when 
we are in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, we are in the Kingdom 
of God. That is, we are under his 
reign and his rule. We enter that 
Kingdom by being born into it, by 
being born from above. By being 
reborn in baptism. 
     You’ve likely heart that before, 
but perhaps what you haven’t 
heard, is when Jesus condemns 

childish faith. Hear what Jesus 
says in Matthew 11:16-17 “’But to 
what I shall compare this 
generation? It is like children 
sitting in the marketplaces and 
calling to their playmates, ‘We 
played the flute for you, and you 
did not dance; we sang a dirge 
for you, and you did not mourn.’” 
     Here, Jesus is condemning 
the inherent selfish childishness 
of the Jews. Children 
automatically assume that the 
world revolves around them. 
When they’re in the mood to 
dance and sing, they want 
everyone else to be in that mood 
too and will try to make that 
happen. When they’re in the 
mood to be sad and whiney, they 
want everyone else to be sad, 
and will try to make that happen. 
     In the same way, childish faith 
is focused only on itself, and has 
no concern for those around it. 
The person with childish faith will 
try to control those around them. 
They’ll only search the scriptures 
for support of what they want to 
do. 
     The child-like faith though, will 
focus on those around them. The 
person who is child-like will serve 
those around them and learn 
from them. They’ll search the 
Scriptures because they know 
that’s where the answer to their 
questions is, and they’ll allow 
those Scriptures to form who they 
are. Make no mistake about it, 
Jesus died for both 
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Our Mission Statement 
 

As members of Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church who have been granted 

eternal life through Jesus Christ’s 

death and resurrection, we worship 

Him as our Lord and seek to further 

His work of salvation through word 

and sacrament ministry in our 

community and world toward the 

goal of creating and strengthening 

personal faith in Him 
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the childish and the child-like. His sufferings 
earned life and forgiveness for all of us. You are 
free to take hold of that truth and allow it to form 
who you are. Jesus was child-like in that when his 
Father gave him a job, He humbly accepted it and 
saw it through. You are free to emulate your older 
brother, and to have that same child-like faith that 
He had                  May God bless you all, 
 

Pastor Christopher Craig 

 

Stewardship Newsletter- March 2018 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century British 
missionary to China, is reported to have said, 
“God’s work, done in God’s way, will not lack 
God’s supply.” To know God’s way, we need 
to know His Holy Word. Or to say it another 
way: you need to know your Bible.  
     St. Paul, before he spends two chapters 
on giving, wrote that every thought is to be 
taken captive to the obedience of Christ (2 
Cor. 10:5).  
     Doctrine matters. And doctrine matters 
because the Scriptures matter. And the 
Scriptures matter because this is where we 
learn the teaching of Christ. Our thoughts 
must be brought into line with the teaching of 
Scripture so that our work is what God wants 
done and so that we do this work in His way. 
     A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree 
bears bad fruit. We have been made good 
trees in holy baptism. We are fertilized and 
pruned for bearing good fruit by constantly 
hearing God’s Word preached and taught in 
sermon and Bible Class and in receiving the 
life-giving, faith-sustaining food of the Lord’s 
Supper. Remember your doctrine, hold on to 
the Lord’s teaching, and your thoughts will be 
taken captive to the obedience of Christ.  
     Bringing every thought captive to the 
obedience of Christ is recognizing that God 
does provide. The Lord’s Prayer teaches us to 
pray for daily bread. Praying this day in and 
day out reminds us that the Lord is the giver 
of our daily bread, and that we are to gives 
thanks for His daily provision of it.  
     God is rarely early and never late in His 
work, as Abraham learned, “on the mount of 

the Lord it will be provided” (Gen. 22:14). The 
Lord’s generosity forms our generosity in 
return. Thus, we set aside for the work of God 
a generous, first-fruits, proportion of the daily 
bread that God has given to us. This act of 
trust in the Lord’s provision is the working out 
of our faith in Him.  
     When budgetary discussions pop up, our 
natural reaction is to point fingers. But 
remember your doctrine, and what your 
mother taught about pointing fingers. Our first 
natural reaction is not always right. In fact, 
when our thoughts are brought into captivity 
of Christ, our first reaction should be 
repentance.  
     It should raise questions in our own lives. 
As good trees in Christ who are to bear good 
fruit, we should ask whether our thoughts are 
taken captive by obedience to Christ. Have 
we given generously? Have we given our first-
fruits? You know. And God knows. “For the 
eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf 
of those whose heart is loyal to Him” (2 
Chron. 16:9).  
     God will provide. He always has and He 
always will. He gives His meat in due season. 
He has not left you as orphans, but has 
grafted you into His own family. You belong to 
Him. Remember this, letting this thought dwell 
in you richly. And you will then be rich toward 
others.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Baptismal Birthdays in March 

 God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of                                 
grace  that you have received, and we pray 
for many  more blessings for Jesus’ sake! 

 

Pastor Craig 
Aaron Ancell 
Ashley Ancell 
Coleen Ancell 

Grace Chegwidden 
Ronald Frederking 

Kaitlyn Fruits 
Corey Hirsh 

Marlin Huehl Jr 
Denise Waymaster 

Serra Ulrich 

Aubrelle Hurlbut 
Marshall Hurlbut 
Mekelle Hurlbut 
Barbara Meitler 

Toby Meyer 
William Reinert 

Sadie Small 
Ryan Gier 

Shanna Gier 
Cody Murray 
Aspen Ulrich 
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Acolyte Schedule 

March 
Mar   4          Kale Sorensen      Jacob Schultz 
Mar 7+        Dakota Feenstra.    Isaac Schultz 
Mar 11*         Valden Dohl          Isaac Schultz  
Mar 14+    Dakota Feenstra.      Rylan Gier            
Mar 18  Eli Schultz          Vance Dohl 
Mar 21       Dakota Feenstra.      Kaden Gier  
Mar 25 *        Aubrelle Hurlbut      Kale Sorensen        
Mar 29+  Eli Schultz  Kaden Gier 
Mar 30 +  Valden Dohl        Vance Dohl 
 

April (parament’s are White) 
April 1*    Jacob Schultz     Isaac Schultz 
April 8*    Eli Schultz          Kale Sorensen 
April 15   Vance Dohl 
April 22*   Isaac Schultz 
April 29   Kale Sorensen     Isaac Schultz 
 

*Communion service         

 

Pancake Day Report 2018  
 

    Thank You to all who helped with another 
successful Pancake Day. Thanks to everyone 
who helped set up, cooked, served and tore 
down. Thanks to Art Dohl for all his hard 
work, assigning the work schedule, ordering & 
picking up all the food, making sure the 
sausage is made. Thanks to the youth for 
working the tables. Thanks to everyone who 
brought pies and cakes. Thanks to Shirley for 
handling the publicity and everyone who put 
up posters. Thanks to all our friends and 
neighbors who come to support our pancake 
day. Thanks to God for giving us the 
wonderful day and the opportunity to work 
together like a big family to share Jesus and 
serve Him faithfully! This year (2018) we 
served 299 people & received $3082.00 before 
expenses) (2017) we served 375 & received 
$3426.45 (before Expenses) (2016) 299 
people received $3174. (Before expenses), 
(2015) 454 people at our Pancake Day & 
received $3,321.93 in free will offerings 
(before expenses). In (2014) we served 372 
people & received $2,921.00 in free will 
offerings (before expenses 

BOCL 
The BOCL met on Thursday, February 1 at 7:00 p.m. 

Members present were Kylie Ehrlich, Sara Gier, Lloyd 

Gier, Trey Watson, Dena Sorensen, Pastor Craig, Tyler 

Gier, Brock Mueller, and Ruth Mueller. Pastor led with 

devotion (Article 7 of Augsburg Confession) and prayer. 

     Minutes were read and approved. The duties of the 

BOCL as layed out in the church's constitution were 

read as a refresher of our responsibilities. A chairman 

and secretary were selected from the group, Brock 

Mueller chairman and Ruth Mueller secretary. Sara, 

Kylie and Dena are on the board of education, Ruth, 

Tara and Loyd under stewardship, Tyler, Serena and 

Trey under evangelism. The chairs under each one is 

Lloyd (stewardship), Kylie (education) and Trey 

(evangelism). 

     Dena moved to appropriate $500 to the Sunday 

evening youth group to spend upon adult leader's 

discretion, Ruth seconded, motion passed.  

     Lloyd moved to renew the 1/8 page ad for the 

amount of $90 in the Wilson Lake Area Association 

and add the Wednesday night service to the ad, Tyler 

seconded, motion passed.  

     If we plan on sponsoring a Christian program at the 

Lincoln County Fair, we must have some possibilities 

and direction by next meeting.  

     Pastor made us aware of an all-day seminar named 

"Engaging Your Community" at Lutheran Our Savior in 

Great Bend on March 10. This seminar pertains to how 

to get more involved in your community. Pre-

registration is due by March 2. The cost is $25 per 

person or $100 per congregation, lunch is included. 

This information will be posted in the church bulletin 

along with a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in hallway. 

     The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 

1 at 7:00 p.m. Pastor closed with a prayer.                     

                     Respectfully submitted   Ruth Mueller 

                                                                    

       LWML Flower Committee   2018 
March 

               Shirley Krueger, Shelly Keller 
April 

             Justine Dohl Emilie Wacker 
 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church will be 

celebrating Confirmation with communion 

March 18, 2018, for,  

Vance Dohl. Kaden Gier 
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February 2018 LWML Minutes 
 

Shelly Keller opened the LWML monthly meeting 

with a  reading from the new mustard seed 

devotional booklets.   Before President Coleen 

Ancell called the business meeting to order in 

Bethlehem's parish hall at 7 pm Wednesday Feb 7, 

2018 she hosted the evening activities with 

socializing and a lunch.  Seven members answered 

roll call. Guests were Dena Sorensen, Kale, 

Maren, Clara and Pastor Craig. 

Minutes were read and accepted. 

Ramie handed out treasurer's reports for Nov, Dec 

and January.   We will pay the second $250 

towards Jacob Tuma's scholarship fund.  The 

financial gift will come out of the cookbook sales.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

In-gathering -  Coleen reported to save eye 

glasses, UPC labels from Best Choice and food 

products for the in-gathering collection at the state 

convention. 

Financial Audit Committee -  Lois Walter and 

Euni Thaemert reported that the treasurer's reports 

for the year 2017 were in good order. 

Campus Ministry -  We will be filling the 

Valentine boxes during the lull at the pancake 

day.  Valentine boxes will go to Jessie Schulteis, 

Jenae Chegwidden, Tim Schulteis, Gabby Hoard, 

Tanner Kubick and Bayleigh Broeckelman. 

Funeral -  Euni Thaemert and Barb Meitler 

reported that LWML served approximately 140 

people for the Janice Rahmeier Tucker  funeral. 

Greetings -  Shirley Krueger is very good about 

sending cards to members and friends.  She always 

requests that we keep her updated.  

Banners -  Shelly volunteered to make our 

district's banner (with explanation) for the state 

convention.  She has enlisted the help of Dena 

Sorensen and her computer skills with the Circuit 

program.   Marj Aufdemberg of St. John's Church  

will make the convention banner. 

Flowers  -   Palm Sunday   Coleen and Emilie 

                    Easter Sunday -   Shelly and Justine 

Networking -  Spring Quarterlies will be coming. 

Prayer Service - Annie, Shelly, and Cheryl  -   

Haven't come to a consensus yet but a Saturday 

morning breakfast is a possibility. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Executive Board moved to have LWML provide 

the Lenten meal with a potato bar on Wednesday,  

March 14.   Motion passed. 

Executive Board moved to pay Shelly Keller  

$196  for the 400 chair gliders. Motion passed. 

This summer we need to clean out files and shred 

old records. 

LWML State Convention is in Hutchinson April 

20- 22. Bethlehem's LWML appointed Coleen 

Ancell  as our  voting delegate to the convention.   

There will be three in-gathering offerings. 1. 

Mission grants 2.LCMS disaster Relief Fund  3. 

75th Anniversary thank offering. 
 

Justine Dohl, Secretary                        

  Coleen Ancell, President 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

LWML Prayer Service  2018 

A brunch after Church for all women & Children 

of the church & Guest March 11
th All LWML 

Members are asked to bring a fruit item to add 
to a fruit bowl mix for the brunch 

 

The Prayer Service, written by 2013–2017 

LWML Pastoral Counselor Rev. Dr. Robert 

Roegner, is based on 1 Peter 2:9–12. 
 

                                But you are a chosen race,  

                                a royal priesthood, a holy  

                               nation, a people for his own  

                                possession, that you may  

                                proclaim the excellencies     

                              of   him who called you out   

                              of darkness into his  

                               marvelous light. Once you  

                               were not a  people, but now  

                              you are God’s   people; 

once you had  not  received mercy, but now 

you have received mercy. Beloved, I urge you 

as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 

passions of the flesh, which wage war against 

your soul. Keep your conduct among the 

Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak 

against you as evildoers, they may see your 

good deeds and glorify God on the day of 

visitation. (1 Peter 2:9–12). 
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2018 LWML KANSAS DISTRICT CONVENTION INGATHERING 

If you’d like to participate in this ingathering, please have your items to the Parish Hall by 

Wednesday, April 18.  Any questions, please contact Shelly, Coleen, or Ramie.  Thanks!  

These organizations have been selected to be the recipients of the Convention Ingathering: 

Christian Soup Kitchen Ministry/Hutchinson 

o Liquid hand soap 

o Floor cleaners (i.e. Pine-Sol, Mr. Clean) 

o Bleach 

o Paper towels 

o Toilet tissue 

o Dish soap 

o 8 oz. foam cups  

o Coffee creamer 

 

 

o Large containers of pepper, garlic powder, 

parsley flakes, dried onions and celery  

o Cloth dish towels 

o Plastic silverware  

o Gift cards (used to purchase bread, cookies, 

or fruit for dessert)  

Food Pantry at Our Redeemer Lutheran/Hutchinson 

o Canned meats 
o Canned fruit and vegetables 
o Spaghetti & spaghetti sauce 
o Canned evaporated milk 
o Macaroni & cheese 
o Tuna & Hamburger Helpers 
o Tuna 
o Cereal 

 

o Canned pasta 
o Ramen noodles 
o Dish soaps 
o Bath soaps 
o Toilet tissue 
o Gift cards to purchase items most needed 

  

MOST Ministries Eyeglasses  

Gently used eye glasses are refurbished and distributed   

through short-term missionary teams 

o Adult-sized prescription glasses  

o Child-sized prescription glasses  

o Reading glasses  

o Non-prescription sunglasses 
 

Materials for the Lutheran Laymen’s League 

booth at the  

2018 Kansas State Fair  

o Portals of Prayer and My Devotions from the 

past 12 months 

o Sunday School material, especially items that 

can be colored in  

and have a message from the Bible stories 

o Any religious themed written materials that 

parents and grandparents can use at home to 

reinforce religious values 

  

 

Trimmed stamps for the 

Texas District 

Stamporee project  
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Our offerings at work 
 

The following information was provided by Emilie Wacker, Finical Secretary,  
 Sharing what our Lenten offerings are being used for, so give generous  

 
Workers Together explains how the money to the District is distributed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also contribute to Blind and Deaf Ministry Here are some figured for them. 

 More than 55 million people in the world today are blind. In the United States alone, there 
are 11 million blind and visually impaired children and adults. Of those 11 million people:  
95% are unchurched   50% are under the age of 65  70% are unemployed  60% are single 
and isolated  82% do not read Braille 
 

 Ministry Goal  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in partnership with Lutheran Blind 
Mission seeks to provide materials and leadership for the following to be accomplished: 
churches among the blind to be planted, leaders to be equipped and believers to be 
strengthened, so that people who are blind or visually impaired may read and share the 
light of salvation seen through the cross of Jesus.  
 

 

17 percent of the U.S. population, or 53 million people, have 
moderate to profound hearing loss. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau and The National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders [NIDCD] 

About one in every 1,000 people in the U.S. became deaf before reaching 18 years of 
age. Source: Gallaudet Research Institute 

The unemployment rate for people who are deaf is estimated at more than 
60 percent. Source: Gallaudet Research Institute 
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What is a Circuit Visitor? 
It would seem obvious from his election that he holds the trust and confidence of the pastors and 

congregations in his circuit. This is to be seen as a sacred trust and needs to be held with honor and 

respect. Because he is an extension of the office of the district president, he needs to be a man of 

integrity and one willing to give of his time and efforts for the Lord and His church. The circuit 

visitor will be dealing with people; thus he needs to be able to lead and lead well, for he is to  

 

      remind and encourage congregations and pastors in his circuit of their responsibilities and  

         privileges of carrying out the Lord’s mission; 

      build up and instruct congregations and pastors in his circuit with gentleness and forbearance;  

      show wisdom in dealing with conflicts as they arise in congregations and pastoral relationships  

        in  his circuit, encouraging forgiveness and love to be shown;  

      celebrate with congregations and pastors in his circuit the joys and successes of ministry; and  

      serve under the direction of and be accountable to the district president and serve as his  

       spokesman when authorized to do so, assisting him in doctrinal and spiritual supervision. 

 To do all this, the circuit visitor needs to be open and honest, a good listener, and one who can apply 

good communication skills. In addition, it would be helpful for him to be positive in his thinking and 

speaking, and cheerful in his spirit. The Lord gives these gifts and skills to His people for service in 

His kingdom. 
 

 Pastor Luke Brown, our circuit visitor, will be calling on our congregation March 15th at 6 pm. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Reaching Rural America for Christ 
 

C.F.W. Walther states in his “Duties of an Evangelical Lutheran Synod” that “It is a primary duty of 
a confessionally faithful synod that it take an enthusiastic part in all God pleasing organizations 
dedicated to the spread of Christ’s kingdom in the world.” While this paints a pretty broad-brush 
stroke, I wonder how often we think this way in our congregations. Too often I hear a spirit of 
competition instead of cooperation between our congregations. At the very time when we are 
struggling with resources and manpower, we look to our neighboring LCMS congregations not as 
sources of mutual support and opportunity but as ones that might be doing something better than 
me (or not as well). We allow bygone feuds to war on when we should in Christian love forgive 
and be forgiven so that we might be able to best serve our respective communities with the Gospel 
message of Christ. What might we do, then, to overcome our obstacles and work together? You’ll 
find in this month’s newsletter, as well as in our webinar, suggestions on how to work together in 
partnership. I would encourage you to take advantage of this advice and look for ways in which we 
might work with one another, formally or informally, so that the Kingdom might best be served. 
After all, as I have said multiple times throughout our synod, “What’s good for the Kingdom is good 
for me!” Consider, then, that when we partner together to connect with the lonely, the dying, the 
downtrodden and the lost among us, we are exponentially stronger to live out the strong faith and 
fervent love that God has granted to us. This is our commitment as LCMS Rural & Small Town 
Mission — to facilitate partnerships and bring forth resources so that together we can “Reach Rural 
America for Christ.” Pastor Todd Kollbaum 
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Coming Events at Bethlehem 
 

Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org 
 

March 15   6 p.m.-Circuit Visitor Pastor Luke Brown will call on our congregation 

March 18   10 am Confirmation with Holy Communion Valden Dohl Kaden Gier 

March 23   Blood Mobile 

March 25  Palm Sunday 

March 29 7 p.m. Maundy Day Thursday/Communion 

March 30 5:50 p.m. Good Friday 

April 1 7:30 a m Sunrise Service  

                              8:30 Easter Breakfast 

  10 a.m.  Easter Worship Service /Communion 
 

Our Weekly Worship schedule: 

9 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school) 

9 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall) 

10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Sundays and some festivals) 

           6:30 p.m. - Wednesday’s Midweek Worship service 
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