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Our Mission Statement
As members of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church who have been granted
eternal life through Jesus Christ’s
death and resurrection, we worship
Him as our Lord and seek to further
His work of salvation through word
and sacrament ministry in our
community and world toward the
goal of creating and strengthening
personal faith in Him.

The Pastor’s Page

For my sermons, instead of us
The season of lent is primarily a meditating (that is contemplating) a
season of preparation. We do this in specific section of scripture like we
many and various ways. Fasting
normally do, we will instead hear
from our favorite treat, and
some of Dr. Luther’s meditations
forgoing the use of the word
from his Large Catechism and the
‘alleluia’ in our worship services Smalcald Articles. My hope, is that
are just two examples. We use this on hearing the teachings of the
time to ready ourselves to go
reformer that you will all be
through Holy Week, preparing to strengthened in the very
hear again the story of how our
foundations of your faith.
Lord saved us from sin, death, and
There may be some who say,
the devil.
why aren’t we studying the Bible?
This year we will be continuing Why are we listening to a man,
that theme of preparation in our
rather than listening to God? To
Lenten Series. We will prepare
that I would respond, for the same
ourselves by again the catechism. reason that we have sermons in our
The very foundations of our faith church services. That is that we
are found in its six chief parts, and need Scripture to be proclaimed to
it’s an incredibly useful tool for
us. Which is another way of saying
keeping ourselves on track with our that we need Scripture to be
faith.
interpreted to us. Even the act of me
That being said, there are only
reading the Scripture lessons in the
five Wednesdays in Lent (not
Divine Service is an act of
counting Ash Wednesday,) which interpretation. Where I pause,
means that we will need to leave
where I inflect, where I speak
one of the Chief Parts out. The six quietly, where I speak loudly, are
chief parts are: The Ten
all examples of me interpreting that
Commandments, The Apostle’s
which I am reading.
Creed, The Lord’s Prayer, Baptism,
The Large Catechism in
Confession and Absolution, and
particular is in fact just a collection
The Lord’s Supper. Since we have of sermons by Martin Luther. So,
spent quite a bit of time in the last when you hear them, listen to them
few weeks speaking of the Law,
like you would listen to my sermon.
and since Ash Wednesday itself
Hear what he’s trying to teach you
lends itself to learning about the
and listen as you hear the Word
Law, we will not have a specific
being proclaimed to you.
night in which we meditate on the Pastor Chris Craig
Ten Commandments.
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aside, however, ten percent is an easy way to figure
out an amount. You simply move your weekly, biweekly, bi-monthly, monthly, or yearly income one
decimal point to the left. And that’s it. That’s what
you put in the offering plate to support your local
congregation so that you may continue to be a
hearer of God’s word by sharing all good things
with those who teach it to you.
And how are we to give it? We give it with
eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and
with love, not out of compulsion. For through the
preaching of the gospel and the administration of the
sacraments, God has made us His children, forgiven
us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised
us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and
filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This
makes giving a joy. For it is more blessed to give
than to receive (Acts 20:35).
In repentant joy, then, do we hear God’s Word on
giving, and we let that Word dwell in us richly. We
let that word wash over our ears and seep into our
hearts, to turn us away from our own selfish desires
and turned toward Him in faith and love. We love
the Lord and His Word. And we desire to do it. And
when we have failed, that Word reproves and
corrects, forgives and consoles. It calls us back to
Him who is our God, our Savior, our Father.

Stewardship Newsletter Article
March 2017
Lent is a season of repentant joy. There is joy in
repentance because in repentance, God, through His
Word, turns us away from our sins — our failures of
thought, word, and deed — to believe in the
forgiveness and new life He has accomplished for us
in the death and resurrection of His Son. For our
God is our Father, and fathers discipline their
children. He loves us enough to point out when and
where we have erred, so that we are not weighed
down by false belief, despair, and other great shame
or vice.
Thus we do well to listen to God’s Word, His
own teaching, about giving. St. Paul exhorts:
“Anyone who receives instruction in the word must
share all good things with his instructor” (Gal 6:6).
This means that the local congregation is primary. In
other words, everything else that we might give to
during the year — laudable and worthy charities —
are to be on top of what we give to our local
congregation. For the local congregation is the place
that serves us with the gifts of Christ’s death and
resurrection. The local congregation is where our
spiritual needs are met when Christ’s atonement is
preached, when the forgiveness of sins is
proclaimed, when we were baptized into the name
of the Triune God, and when we partake of the body
and blood of the risen and living Lamb of God.
But how much are we to give to this local
congregation? His instructions are these: to give
regularly (1 Cor 6:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor 16:1–
2; 2 Cor 8:12), and generously (2 Cor 8:20) of our
first fruits (Gen 4:4; Prov 3:9; Lev 27:30) with a
spirit of eagerness (2 Cor 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor
8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor 9:7), and love (2 Cor 8:23).
Thus, giving to the church is not to be an
afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In
this way, it is deliberate. We give it regularly,
whenever we have income. We set it aside
beforehand, before anything else is spent. From
those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and
generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for
the Israelites. Tithing was a command for them. St.
Paul never mentions a tithe. Since a tithe was the
bare minimum for the people of Israel in the Old
Testament, perhaps St. Paul had more in mind. That

LWML Flower Committee

March

Shirley Krueger, Shelly Keller

April

Justine Dohl, Emilie Wacker

Join Us for a Baby Shower honoring Cory Hirsch
Sunday March 12th 2017 @ 2 p.m. Bethlehem
Lutheran church Parish Hall Please RSVP to Katie
Scarborough 620-786-5123/ ktmettling@gmail.com
One small request that won’t be too hard. Please
bring a book instead of a card. Whether Cat in the
Hat or Winnie Pooh You can sign the inside cover
with a not from you.
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bulletin. Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday,
March 2 at 6:00 p.m. Pastor closed with prayer.
Respectfully submitted Ruth Mueller

BOCL
BOCL met on Wed. Feb. 1 at 7:00 p.m. Members
present were Ronda Watson, Barb Meitler, Lloyd
Gier, Kylie Erhlich, Tyler Gier, Ruth Mueller,
Brock Mueller, Dena Sorensen, and Pastor Craig.
Minutes from previous meeting were read and
approved.
Placement of job duties were such: Dena moved to
keep Brock Mueller as chair, Kylie seconded,
motion passed. Dena moved to keep Ruth Mueller
as secretary, Barb M. seconded, motion passed.
Education- Dena, Kylie & Lloyd, EvangelismRonda, Trey & Tyler, Stewardship-Ruth, Barb &
Tara. Brock moved that these people fill these
positions, Dena seconded, motion passed.
Dena, being the newly elected church treasurer,
updated us on the budget items we have access to.
After much discussion there was some confusion,
since this is new software there are some details that
need to be ironed out. Dena moved to retain our
special fund of $2051.43 to decide where the money
is to be disbursed. Kylie seconded, motion passed.
Dena is in the process of making progression charts
for the student memorization program.Awards will
be passed out quarterly. Achievement awards will be
purchased on the (BOCL) meeting before the next
quarterly voters meeting.
Pastor reported that he has new Sunday School
curriculum for this coming Spring.
Dena reported on Brian Young's display that is
coming to the Lincoln County fair. Natoma's group
has committed to donate $1000 towards this, also
Mr. Young is requesting at least 3 people to help
with his museum. Since this is a three day event, the
congregations that are involved will be asked to
possibly split up these duties.Since this museum is
geared more for middle school and up it was
suggested that perhaps we could provide something
for the younger children to do while older ones are
in the museum.
It has been brought to our attention that every other
month the government commodity distributions are
running out of volunteers. Since this benefits the
Sylvan community, it was suggested that we look
into volunteering our people and facility. After
much discussion this was tabled.
A sign-up sheet to prepare Lenten suppers will be
posted on the bulletin board and announced in the

*****************************

LWML February, 1, 2017
Shelly Keller opened the Feb. LWML meeting with
a 1st person singular story about a mite box. She
also displayed mite boxes from the past.
President Coleen Ancell called the meeting to order.
Twelve members answered roll call with their
favorite fast foods restaurant.
Secretary J. Dohl read the November minutes.
They were accepted with noted corrections.
Communications of thank yous (Wayne Trapp) and
letters requesting financial support for several
organizations were passed around. Jacob Tuma
sent us a request for financial aid to attend
Concordia Seminary.
Treasurer R. Schulteis reported that Emily Wacker
and Marmie Schultz will be on the audit committee.
Treasurer's report was accepted as given.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Greeting Cards Euni has purchased more sympathy
cards.
Mission of Love - Campbell is discontinuing their
collection of product labels in August. Have labels
in by July.
Funerals celebrated the passing of members Hulda
Ulrich and Rozella Trapp (Jan. 28).
Cheer - Shirley Kruger mailed a dozen cards
Banners - purchase doweling if necessary
Campus ministry - Valentine boxes will go out to
Tanner Kubick, Bayleigh Brockelman, Jessie and
Ryan Schulteis, Gabby Hoard, Tim Schulteis and
John Augustine. We will pack
the boxes Feb 12 during the pancake lull.
Flowers Coleen and Euni in March
Library - Shelly Keller donated “God Gave the
Increase" book.
Historian Prayer chain - Lois
OLD BUSINESS February 18th set aside to
clean out school basement. Emily Wacker will
bring a pick up to take items to Stop and Shop or to
the landfill.
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Ash Wed. is on March 1st. Lenten suppers are 8,
15,22, 29 and April 5. We will host on March 15.
Pastor's closing devotion was "What it means to be a
Lutheran" based on Ephesians 2:8-10
Justine Dohl, Secretary

NEW BUSINESS
Lorelei Dohl moved and Emily seconded the motion
to send $ 250 in the spring and $250 in the fall to
Concordia Seminary to fulfill Jacob Tuma's request
for financial aid. Motion passed. Lois Walter will
inform the seminary.
FUTURE EVENTS
Sunday March 12 has been set aside for Corey
Hirsch's baby shower. LWML will help with any
request by the hostess.
LWML Prayer Service- Main suggestion to have a
March prayer service at the rest home and for Annie
Dohl to work it out with pastor's regular rotation at
the manor. Second suggestion is to have prayer
service with Lincoln's St John's. Annie can contact
Marj Aufdemburg.
Spring Rally Planning Committee - Lorelei Dohl
and Sophia Schofield have the following planned at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church on Saturday, March
25th. Speakers are Vicki Cain, Foster Care
Recruitment Manager, St. Francis Community
Services, Salina, Kansas. Corey Hirsch, social
worker and Katherine Wenthe, Foster care parent
from Tescott. Ingathering gifts will be toothbrushes,
paste, combs and brushes, and age appropriate
Bibles for the backpacks that will go with the
children when they go into their new foster homes.
Pastor will have opening and closing. The schedule
comprises of sign in, speakers, brunch in the
morning, business meeting and elections. Round off
the day with a dessert bar. Gift baskets for the main
speakers. Needed for the occasion will be 7
casserole dishes, 7 different kinds of muffins, 7
different kinds of desserts and fruit bowl.
Guest night - Emily would like to have a picnic at
her farmstead in September.
LWML Sunday Preferably before October 1.
Justine Dohl and Shirley Krueger volunteered.
Need to talk to Pastor Craig to help with
arrangements.
Shirley Krueger put out a plea to help the historical
society sponsor Community Day activities. We are
to find out from Terry Lilac how our organization
can help.
Shelly Keller will finish the event booklet for 2017
and Justine Dohl has to print out a new watering
schedule.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
2016 Annual Report
Attendance Summary
Number of Sunday Services
51
Total Attendance
3817
Average Attendance per service
75
Other Worship Services
17
Total Attendance
997
Average Attendance per service
59
Number of Communion Services
30
Total Communed
1659
Average Communed per service
55.3
2016 Death 1
2016 Baptism 3
Communicant Members 160
Baptized Members 219
******************************

Acolyte Schedule
March - April
March 5
March 12 *
March 19
March 26*

Mekelle Hurlbut
Jacob Schultz
Kaden Gier
Valden Dohl

April 2
April 9 *
April 16 *
April 23 *
April 30

Grace Chegwidden
Rylan Gier (Palm Sunday)
Marshall Hurlbut (Easter Sunday)
Mekelle Hurlbut
Jacob Schultz

* Communion service

*******************************************

Baptismal Birthdays in March
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of grace that you
have received, and we pray for many more blessings

Pastor Craig
Aaron Ancell
Ashley Ancell
Coleen Ancell
Grace Chegwidden
Ronald Frederking
Kaitlyn Fruits
Corey Hirsh
Marlin Huehl Jr
Denise Waymaster
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Aubrelle Hurlbut
Marshall Hurlbut
Mekelle Hurlbut
Barbara Meitler
Toby Meyer
William Reinert
Sadie Small
Janna Sorensen
Janice Tucker

Youth Group
Our Youth Group has been very busy in the last few
months. It seems like every time we turn around we
are growing. The group has grown to 20 kids. We
have an average attendance that ranges between 1014 weekly. We continue to try to have weekly
meetings with at least one extra event a month. In
February our big event was a Teens For Christ
dodgeball tournament in Beloit, and our kids came
home with 2nd and 4th places out of 11 teams.
In our weekly class, we have talked a lot about
our roles in the church, personal responsibility, and
how we represent our parents, our community, and
our church. A part of our activity times includes
Sword Drills and Bible Quiz competitions. We have
also started a Bible memory program. Teaching the
teens how to use and understand their Bible is
important to me. I want them to learn to look to
God’s Word for their answers. Each week we try to
leave a bit of time for questions and answers with
Pastor. We seem to end up with a wide variety of
very interesting questions each week. The questions
range from understanding, what is Law and what is
Gospel, to who wrote which books and why.
Currently we are looking for people to help with
a new program we are getting ready to launch.
Junior High and High School students are dealing
with things most of us didn’t even think about at
their age. They are looking for people who will
support them and walk with them through these hard
and often confusing years. To that end, we would
like to start providing for some of those needs
through a Prayer Partners program. The main
responsibilities as a prayer partner will be praying
for a student and/or family on a consistent basis. If
you would like more information, please contact
Marcy.

Picture by Dena Sorensen

Even Abe Lincoln likes our pancakes.

Pancake Day Report
Thank You to all who helped with another
successful Pancake Day. Thanks to everyone who
helped set up, cooked, served and tore down.
Thanks to Art Dohl for all his hard work, assigning
the work schedule, ordering & picking up all the
food, making sure the sausage is made. Thanks to
the youth for working the tables. Thanks to
everyone who brought pies and cakes. Thanks to
Shirley for handling the publicity and everyone who
put up posters. Thanks to all our friends and
neighbors who come to support our pancake day.
Thanks to God for giving us the wonderful day and the
opportunity to work together like a big family to share
Jesus and serve Him faithfully! This year (2017) we
served 375 & received $3426.45 (before Expenses) in
free will offering, (2016) we served 299 & received
$3174.00 (before Expenses)
*******************************************

Chili Taco Fundraiser
This summer God has again given Gabby Hoard the
opportunity to go on a mission trip to Haiti. She will
be leaving for eight days, beginning the 16th May
2017 On March 5th she will be having a chili and taco
supper fundraiser at the Bethlehem Lutheran Church
in Sylvan Grove from 4pm-8pm, and will be sharing
about her past experiences and what to expect this
year. There will be a sign-up sheet posted outside if
anyone would like to help her prepare the meal and
provide ingredients. Everyone is welcome to come eat
and hear Gabby's testimony! If you cannot make it to
the fundraisers she would appreciate any financial help
in reaching her goal! Contact Marcy Hurlbut if you
have any questions

**********************************

March 12
Don’t forget to change your smoke detector batteries
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Renovation projects
Bethlehem's Historic School building.
Two priority renovation projects were recently completed at Bethlehem's
historic school building. Our sincere thanks to the local Post Rock
Community Foundation for funding the plaster removal and re-pointing
projects through a 2016 grant of $5,400. The plaster removal was done by
Josh Boor Construction, Lucas, Kansas, and the re-pointing was done by
Dennis Cross of Sylvan Grove. Many thanks to both Josh and Dennis!
The rain gutters and downspouts were replaced in the Fall of 2016 through
funding from the Heritage Trust Fund. The next HTF project will be the
purchase and installation of storm windows on the basement windows.
The windows have been ordered and should be installed soon.
A big Thank You to all church members and officers who have assisted me
with these projects, whether it be with labor, truck, expertise, or other
talents. A lot of progress has been made at very little cost to our congregation.
- Terry Lilak

North basement wall of School - before removal
damaged plaster.

Repaired mortar - after

Northwest basement walls - after
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2017 BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH DIRECTORY
Pastor: Christopher Craig
Cell Phone #734-790-1992
Email: christopher.crag@ctsfw.edu

Telephone number: 785-526-7152
Email: bethlehem@wtciweb.com
Website: www.bethlehemsylvangrove.org

Secretary: Mrs. Shirley Small, Home Phone 785-526-7243 Cell # 785-658-5886

CHURCH COUNCIL
President:
Vice-President:
Recording Secretary:
Financial Secretary:
Treasurer:
Board of Elders:
Board of Trustees:
Board of Church Life:

John Thaemert (2012, 2015)
Dell Gier (2012, 2015)
Cheryl Gier (2017)
Emilie Wacker (2015)
Dena Sorenson (2015)
Phil Chegwidden (2012, 2015)
Coleen Ancell (2015)
Brock Mueller (2016)

785-526-7206
785-526-7718
785-526-7718
785-526-7298
785-277-3515
785-810-8261
785-526-7271
785-526-7372

CONGREGATIONAL BOARDS
ELDERS
CHURCH PROPERTY (Trustees)
Phil Chegwidden (2012, 2015) (Chairman) 785-810-8261 Coleen Ancell (Chairman) (2015)
785-526-7271
Tyler Gier (2016) 785-534-0673
Kirk Schulteis(2013, 2016)
785-526-7433
John Sorensen (2017) 785-277-3515
Ryan Gier (2017)
785-650-4880
BOARD OF CHURCH LIFE
Brock Mueller- (2016) (Chairman) 785.526.7372 Tyler Gier (2016)
Kylie Ehrlich (2015)
Barb Meitler (2013)
Ruth Mueller (2016)
Dena Sorensen (2017)
Rhonda Watson (2016)
Trey Watson (2016)

Tara Kubick (2014)
Lloyd Gier (2016)

Elected Council and Board members are noted with the year first elected, year reelected, and underlined if serving
the final term.

APPOINTMENTS AND OTHER CONTACTS
Sunday School volunteer teachers: Ramie Schulteis, Tonya Chegwidden, Marmie Schultz, Justine Dohl
Midweek volunteer teachers: Lorelei Dohl, Sophia Schofield, Anne Dohl, Dena Sorensen
Organists & Music Directors: Mrs. Lois Walter, Mrs. Shelly Keller
Head Usher: (Appointed yearly by Elders) Willis Becker
Flower Contact Lois Walter 785-526-7174
Altar Guild: Ruth Mueller, Cheryl Gier, Shelly Keller, Tonya Chegwidden
Cemetery Sexton: (re-appointed 2016) (3-year appointed by President) Terry Lilak (2013-16) 526-7868
Endowment Funds Committee: (Appointed Yearly by President) Tonya Chegwidden, Ruth Sorensen,
Emilie Wacker, John Thaemert
Financial Review Committee : (Appointed Yearly by President) Cheryl Gier, Terry Lilak, Anne Dohl
BLTeens & Youth Groups : Ramie Schulteis (Sponsor) Morgan Kubick (Treasurer) Marcy Hurlbut
GIER Scholarship Committee: Dell Gier, Emilie Wacker, Roger Gier
Kansas District Lay Delegate: Trey Watson (2015-2018) elected by congregation to a 3-year term for the district convention)
Circuit 13 Contacts: Lay Delegate: Art Dohl (elected annually)
Circuit Visitor: Pastor Luke Brown Immanuel Lutheran Church Ellsworth Ks (Appointed By Kansas District President)
Synod Delegates: (2013-16) Pastoral: TBD
Synod Lay Delegate: Mr. Don Hanson, Immanuel, Ellsworth
Thrivent Representative: Becky Ostermann 785-526-7207
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Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org

March 8-April 5 6 p.m. Light luncheon --7 p.m. Lenten Worship Service
March 12—Daylight Saving begins
Our Weekly Worship schedule:
9:00 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school)
9:00 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall)
10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835

Apply
postage
here
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