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Our Mission Statement 
 

As members of Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church who have been granted 

eternal life through Jesus Christ’s 

death and resurrection, we worship 

Him as our Lord and seek to further 

His work of salvation through word 

and sacrament ministry in our 

community and world toward the 

goal of creating and strengthening 

personal faith in Him. 

The Pastor’s Page 

  Pay careful attention to 

yourselves and to all the flock, in 

which the Holy Spirit has made 

you overseers, to care for the 

church of God, which he 

obtained with his own blood. 
(Acts 20:28) 

    Karch.  Mehl.  Landsmann.  

Wangerin. Wolf.  Dufon.  Many of 

you will recognize the last names 

listed here, but for the benefit of 

newer members, these are the 

pastors who have served vacancies 

at Bethlehem over the past 30 

years.  Faithful pastors who served 

their own congregations and who 

stepped up to help this congregation 

in her time of need. 

    I guess it’s our turn to return the 

favor.  As announced a few weeks 

ago and approved at a special 

voters meeting on February 22, I 

will be serving as the vacancy 

pastor at St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church, or locally known as “north 

Ellsworth.” 

    What will this mean to this 

congregation and to me as your 

pastor?  First of all, be assured that 

Bethlehem is the congregation the 

Holy Spirit has put me in.  That 

means I cannot and will not quit 

and go be the pastor at St. Paul’s.  

Our church body does not work 

like that; nor do I. 

    But it does mean that I will be 

trying to serve two congregations 

as best I can, while also being a 

husband and a father.  There will 

be times where I will not be able to 

do everything that I had time to do 

here.  So that means that I may be 

asking for help on some things so 

that I can take care of the things I 

must take care of.  Many of you 

know this duty with the vacancy 

pastors that have served here. 

    Be assured that St. Paul’s has 

plans to cover for some parts of the 

ministry there.  Bible class will be 

led by an elder using a series that 

Pastors Hoppe and Schmidt 

(Peace, Natoma) wrote for an 

overview of the bible in 26 weeks.  

Thus, I am not required to teach 

bible class at first, and they are 

willing to work with me on other 

materials that can be used by the 

laity for bible study. 

    They have only one confirmand 

this year and will be confirmed on 

March 1, so I will not need to take 

on a confirmation class.  Their 

Midweek will continue until the 

end of April, but I am not required 

to be there.  For Lent, they are 

encouraged to attend services 

either here at Bethlehem or at 

Immanuel in Ellsworth.  Thus, I 

am not required to hold Lenten 

services there.  I will hold a Good 

Friday service there during Holy 

Week, but not Maundy Thursday.  

Sunday morning worship will be at 

8:00 a.m. to allow me to return to 

Bethlehem for our normal service 

time at 10:00. 

    I will provide pastoral care, 

conduct funerals, weddings, 

baptisms, and any other special 

needs that arise.  And, yes, they are 

paying me a salary and mileage to 

do all these things.  But that is not 

the reason that I accepted the 

request to serve there.  It will be a  

blessing, to be sure, as I am still  

(to page 2)  
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(Pastor’s page continued…) 

paying down my student loans from seminary, but it’s 

not about the money. 

    Remember that this is for the greater good of the 

Church and the proclamation of the Gospel.  It’s a divine 

privilege to be able to help in this way. 

    What changes for Bethlehem?  It is only the time for 

bible class and Sunday school.  Instead of meeting at 

9:00, we will have those times of study and education 

after worship and try to be done by noon.  While not 

everyone will be satisfied with that schedule, it is what 

we are going to try. 

    St. Paul’s plans are to call a candidate from the 

seminary this spring.  Should they receive their next 

pastor at that time, then this will be a short vacancy for 

me to serve.  If they do not receive a candidate, then I 

will continue to serve them until that vacancy is filled. 

    So while the next few months are planned and the 

demands of my time are understood, next fall may 

present another round of figuring out schedules and 

duties.  But we will cross that bridge when we get to it. 

    I plan to have office hours at St. Paul’s on Tuesday 

mornings to early afternoon.  So it is best to call my cell 

phone if you need to contact me (785-260-1534). 

    Hopefully that gives you some idea of what is going 

on and what to expect in the months ahead.  I am sure 

there will be some bumps along the way, so please 

remember to be kind and understanding as we work 

through the issues that come up. 

    God has put it in front of me to care and pray for 

another congregation that is slightly larger than 

Bethlehem.  A flock of 450+ souls will be work, but God 

has promised to be their shepherd and carry them 

forever.  Please keep me and my family in your prayers.   

 

- Pastor Augustine 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

March Stewardship Newsletter Article  
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

BOCL 
   The Board of Church Life meeting was held on 

Tuesday Feb. 3, 2015. Pastor Augustine opened with 

prayer. Members present were Brock Mueller, Ruth 

Mueller, Gary Frederking, Barb Meitler, Warren Meitler, 

Tyler Gier, Marcy Hurlbut, Tara Kubick, Kylie Ehrlich, 

& Pastor Augustine. Also present was elder Lloyd Gier. 

Minutes from the January meeting were read and 

approved. Brock moved that Gary Frederking stay on as 

chairman, Barb M. seconded, motion passed. 

   Next blood drive is set for March 27, 2015. 

   With the new members present, the duties of the 

BOCL were reviewed. They are: 1. Education, 2. 

Stewardship, 3. Evangelism.  

   Elder Gier suggested that we send anniversary & 

birthday cards to members that do not regularly attend 

church. This falls under our duties, as pointed out in 

Bethlehem's Church Constitution. The forum agreed 

with Elder Gier's suggestion. 

   Ash Wednesday is Feb. 18. As in the past the forum 

decided to have meals before Lent services. The first 

Lent Service is Feb. 25. Barb Meitler will be the contact 

person for anyone volunteering to provide a meal. Kylie 

E moved that we put this in the bulletin, Ruth M 

seconded, motion passed. 

   Next meeting is set for Tuesday, March 10, 2015 at 

8:00 p.m. Greeter for March will be Tara Kubick & 

Warren Meitler. We adjourned with the Lord's Prayer.  

Respectfully submitted    Brock L Mueller  

 

LWML Flower Committee 
 

March  
Kim Augustine & Barb Mettlen 

 
April 

Justine Dohl, Emilie Wacker 
 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bethlehem LWML Meeting 
        The LWML of Bethlehem Lutheran Church met on 

Wednesday evening, February 4,2015 for their bi-

monthly meeting.  Euni led the opening devotions, and 

Shelly K.  gave a short Bible Study on ‘An Alphabet of 

Talents’, in which we read Bible verses for each letter of 

the alphabet, and labeled a talent from these for each of 

us as members. 

        The meeting was called to order by President 

Coleen.  Roll call was answered by 12 members and 3 

guests - Jacob, Eli, & Isaac Schultz.  Perfect 

attendance for 2014 were recorded for Coleen, Cheryl, 

Ramie, & Lois. Secretary Lois read the minutes from the 

November meeting, and they were approved as read.  

The treasurer’s report was given by Ramie and was also 

approved as read.  She reported a balance of $3416.56 in 

the LWML treasury with $1273.74 in the Cookbook 

Fund, $1090.73 in the Funeral Luncheon Fund, 

and $1052.09 in the general Home Fund.  The Financial 

Review committee of Kim & Emilie found the 

Treasurer’s books in order. 

       Correspondence & ‘thank-you’s’ were  read from 

Travis Ferguson, who is the Seminarian that we support 

from the St. Louis Seminary, and several of our Bazaar 

Fund recipients, who were Orphan Grain Train (Project 

Feed 500), the Seminary Food Bank, the National 

LWML, & Pastor Augustine & family.  We also 

received a ‘thank you’ from the Kansas LWML for our 

December Silent Auction funds of 226.00.   Other 

Bazaar funds were given to 5 Lutheran Hour broadcasts 

from Hays Radio, and the postage for the Valentine 

boxes, and later $100 will be given for Bethlehem 2015 

Vacation Bible School.  Funds of $950.00 were sent to 

all of the above recipients from the Bazaar proceeds. 

Additional funds, quarterly, will go to the 

church towards Office Supplies. 

        The following committee reports were given: 

        1)  Greeting Cards - Euni reported that we still 

have many assorted cards on hand & not many 

Christmas cards were sold through the Christmas season. 

        2) Mission of Love - Justine, Lorelei, & Sophia 

will review the various LWR ingathering suggestions 

and let us know what & when we’re going to collect this 

year.  At the Spring Rally we will be doing the in-

gathering again - more on this later.   Coleen said to keep 

saving your labels. 

        3) Funeral luncheons - Euni reported serving the 

Donnie Thrun funeral luncheon - monetary gifts were 

received from the Elvera Fischer & Donnie Thrun services. 

        4) Campus Ministry - Ramie reported we will 

have 11 Valentine boxes will be sent to college students 

from our congregation. 

        5) Flowers - The flower committee for February is 

Euni & Coleen, for March it will be Kim and Barb 

Mettlen.  Don’t forget to water the Parish Hall plants! 

All other committees had no reports. 
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        Coleen handed out the new 2015 LWML planner 

booklets.  Please refer to them to see what your job 

commitment is for meeting and Bible Study nights. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
        Our large MITE BOX will be put in the back of 

church the 1st Sunday of each month, so the kids and 

other members of LWML can put their monies in there 

for MITES.   It was mentioned that we need more 

devotions and skits with MITES in mind.  It was 

suggested that the Christian Growth chairman find a 

‘Mite Box’ devotion or skit for every other month or 

quarter, to give to the opening devotion women.  We will 

have them available in the file cabinet in the balcony. 

        We had a short video on LWML involvement and 

what all is available for us. It was reported that extra 

LWML program booklets were made and put in the 

mailboxes at church, so other women can see what we’re 

all involved in.  We invite all women to come to our LWML 

Bible studies and meetings, even if they aren’t members. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
        Valentine boxes will be filled and packed on the 

afternoon of the Pancake Day, February 8th, and sent out 

early in the week. 

        We will again serve a Lenten meal preceding 

Lenten church services - - March 11th was chosen.  

More on that later. 

        New committees for the 2015 election will be 

Cheryl and Lorelei, and we will be electing a new Vice-

President and Treasurer.  The Financial Review 

committee will be Justine and Barbara Mettlen. 

        Since Wednesday, March 4th is a Lenten service, 

we will have our Bible Study OR the Prayer Service on 

Thursday, March 5th.   We also discussed doing 

something different for our annual Prayer Service.  The 

title is: “God-Given Hats: A Vocational Prayer Service”, 

written by Rev. Kristopher Whitby.  We may instead do 

the Prayer Service on a Saturday morning, starting with 

breakfast, followed by the service.  The Prayer Service 

recipient is Kansas Nebraska Good News (KNGN) 

Radio Station. The meeting was adjourned by reciting 

The Lord’s Prayer. 

        The hostess, Lois W., served delicious refreshments 

of ranch snacks, drinks, and cinnamon rolls. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

  Lois Walter, LWML Secretary 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Prayer Service Invitation 
    All  are invited to the Annual Prayer Service hosted by 

the LWML group, and will be held in the church proper 

on SATURDAY MORNING, MARCH 14
th

,  at 9:30.  

Following the service, we will go to the Parish Hall for a 

'breakfast brunch' for all men, women, and children, also 

hosted by the LWML ladies.  The Prayer Service is 

entitled "God-Given Hats:  A Vocational Prayer 

Service."  We hope to see many of you there! 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bulletin changes 
    The Board of Elders reminds the congregation that on 

March 1 we will no longer have the preprinted bulletin 

covers purchased through CPH and printed on legal size 

paper.  This is a cost savings of nearly $500 over the year.  

The contents of the bulletins will not change; there will 

still be a large print bulletin.  The size of the bulletin will 

be smaller as it is printed on letter-sized paper.  If you are 

able to make use of the regular bulletin and hymnal, you 

are encouraged to do so.  Large print bulletins cost more 

to print so we can further reduce our bulletin costs if you 

are able to switch to the regular bulletin. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Acolyte Schedule 

March - April 
 

March 1 Kayla Augustine 

4+ Grace Chegwidden 

8* Marshall Hurlbut 

11+ Hannah Wolting 

15 Rachel Sebesta 

18+ Marshall Hurlbut 

22* Kayla Augustine 

25+ Hannah Wolting 

29 Grace Chegwidden 

April 2 (Maundy Thursday)* Rachel Sebesta 

April 5* Marshall Hurlbut 

12* Grace Chegwidden 

19 Rachel Sebesta 

26* Marshall Hurlbut 
 

* Communion service 

+ Lent service 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Choir Practice during Lent 
    Instead of choir on Monday nights, we will have short 

practices each Wednesday evening after the Lenten 

services.  These will include March 4, 11, 18, and 25.  

So put these dates on your calendars!  And remove the 

Monday night practices on March 9 and 23. 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Baptismal Birthdays in March 
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of grace that you 

have received, and we pray for many more blessings for 

Jesus’ sake! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aaron Ancell 

Ashley (Ancell) Lapaille  

Coleen Ancell 
Pastor Phil Augustine 

Grace Chegwidden 

Ronald Frederking 

Kaitlyn Fruits 
Corey Gier 

Marlin Huehl Jr 

Aubrelle Hurlbut 

Marshall Hurlbut 

Mekelle Hurlbut 
Barbara Meitler 

Toby Meyer 

William Reinert 

Sadie Small 
Janna Sorensen 

Janice Tucker 

Denise Waymaster 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A Biblical Tour of Israel & Jordan 
   An Experience of a Lifetime!  From October 20-30, 

2015 we will walk where Jesus walked – Jerusalem, 

Jericho, Bethlehem, Caesarea, Sea of Galilee, etc. as 

well as see where Moses & Israel lived for 40 years in 

the desert.  Arrangements can be made for departure 

from any airport.  Rev. Darold Reiner (retired LCMS 

Pastor; Former LWML International Counselor) has led 

many such tours.  Contact him for a brochure at 406-

890-1149 or imhis38@gmail.com. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Pancake Day Report 
    Thank You to all who helped with another successful 

Pancake Day. Thanks to everyone who helped set up, 

cooked, served and tore down. Thanks to Art Dohl for 

all his hard work, assigning the work schedule, ordering 

& picking up all the food, making sure the sausage is 

made. Thanks to the youth for working the tables. 

Thanks to everyone who brought pies and cakes. 

Thanks to Shirley for handling the publicity and 

everyone who put up posters. Thanks to all our friends 

and neighbors who come to support our pancake day. 

Thanks to God for giving us the wonderful day and the 

opportunity to work together like a big family to share 

Jesus and serve Him faithfully!  This year, we served 

454 people at our  Pancake Day & received  $3,321.93 in 

free will offerings (before expenses). In 2014 we served 

372 people & received $2,921.00 in free will offerings 

(before expenses). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above:  Art Dohl – thinking 

about next year?  Above right: 

the evening crowd gathers. 

Right: Pastor Michael Schmidt 

giving his approval on the 

meal he looks forward to 

every year. 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Welcome to the Family! 

 
Baptized into Christ: 

Allie Renee Gier on February 23, 2015. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Blood Drive on March 27 
    On March 27 the American Red Cross will be at 

Bethlehem.  Contact Dell Gier for your appointment or 

call the Red Cross at 800-733-2767.  Smartphone users 

can download the Red Cross donor app and schedule 

your appointment, or you can log on to 

www.redcrossblood.org. 



 

 

Coming Events at Bethlehem 
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org 

 

March 8—Daylight Saving begins  

       Pastor Augustine begins vacancy service at St. Paul’s, Ellsworth 

       Sunday School, BLTeens and Adult Bible study time change to 11:10 a.m. 

March 4, 11, 18, 25--- 6 p.m. Light luncheon --7 p.m. Lenten Worship Service 

March 10—6:30 p.m. Elder meeting -- 8 p.m. BOCL meeting 

March 14—9:30 a.m. Saturday Morning LWML Prayer service 

March 29—Psalm Sunday with confirmation 

April 2—Maundy Thursday worship with Holy Communion 

April 3—Good Friday worship @ 5 p.m.  (7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s) 

April 5—Easter Sunday breakfast and worship with Holy Communion 

 

Our Weekly Worship schedule: 

10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Sundays and some festivals) 

11:10 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school) 

11:10 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall) 
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