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interested, please sign up on
the sheet on the bulletin board.
As if all that weren’t enough,
VBS is right around the corner.
We will be having VBS from
July 31st-August 4th. This year
we will be using the Higher
Things VBS curriculum, called
“Here I Stand.” We will be
focusing on Confession and
Absolution and bringing in
themes from the Reformation
for the 500th anniversary.
It’s been a great first year
here at Bethlehem, and I’ve
enjoyed being able to get to
know the members here as well
as the community around us.
This truly a place that God has
blessed with great people. As
we continue to move forward
into a world that is steadily
getting darker around us, things
are going to get rough.
However, God has given us His
Word to stand on. His Word
which informs us of just how
bad we are, and just how much
we need His Salvation. The
very same Word which tells us
of how Jesus accomplished that
Salvation for us on the cross.
Thanks and praise be to our
almighty God, who has saved
us from sin, death, and the
devil, and who continues to
stand by us as we live in this
world.
May God bless you all,
Pastor Christopher Craig

VBS is scheduled for July 31 to August 4, Dena
has the curriculum chosen. Trey moved for Dena to
order the material needed for this, Kylie seconded,
motion passed.
Discussion on the upcoming Lincoln county fair
was held, members of Bethlehem will help with the
creationism museum on July 20, will need
volunteers for this. Since the museum will be open
for 3 days, we will try having our peach cobbler
stand open for same 3 days this year. This will be
for July 20, 21, and 22. Dena moved to have the
cobbler stand open for 3 evenings, Ruth seconded,
motion passed. We will again need volunteers for
bakers and stand workers.
Pastor has working on a "church plant" project
along with several other area pastors. This endeavor
includes trying to start a new LCMS church in the
Concordia area as well as perhaps Russell, since
they currently don't have any in those areas.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July
6 at 8:00 p.m. Pastor closed with a prayer
Respectfully submitted. Ruth Mueller

July Stewardship Newsletter Article
LCMS Stewardship Ministry:
“I will bless you …, so that you will be a
blessing” (Gen. 12:2). The Lord blessed Abraham so
that he would be a blessing. How did He bless
Abraham? He promised that from His seed would
come the savior of the nations. And Abraham
believed that promise, trusted that the Lord would
provide it just as He had promised. Thus, everything
Abraham did was colored by that promise. He
willingly gave of himself and his household in
service to the Lord in view of that promise.
Our Father in heaven has richly blessed us. Not
only has He given us everything that we need to
support this body and life, but He has also provided,
that promised seed in His Son, our Lord, Jesus
Christ. He is the savior of the nations. He is the
redeemer of the world. He is the one who has
conquered sin, death, and the power of the devil by
His death, resurrection, and ascension.
Just as we are richly blessed, we are also thereby
freed to be a blessing. Since God has endowed us
with His gifts, we are set to endow others. Thus, we
give of the blessings we have received so that others
may be blessed. We do this in our homes, our
communities, and our churches. We press the
blessings God has lavished upon us in service to
those around us. We use our time, our talents, and
our treasures to be a blessing even as they have been
a blessing to us.
The Lord blesses us. And He enlists us to be a
blessing to others. So, whenever you put that
envelope in the collection plate, when you set out to
serve at the local food pantry, when you sit down to
help your kids with homework, think of this: The
Lord has blessed you, so that you will be a blessing.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
VBS
July 31-Aug 4
6 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Light suppers will be served
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Baptismal Birthdays in July
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of grace that you
have received, and we pray for many more blessings for
Jesus’ sake!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

BOCL
The BOCL met on Tuesday, June 6 at 8:00
p.m. Members present were Dena Sorensen, Kylie
Ehrich, Trey Watson, Ronda Watson, Lloyd Gier,
Tyler Gier, Barb Meitler, Brock Mueller, Ruth
Mueller, and Pastor Craig. Pastor led with devotions
and a prayer.
Minutes from previous meeting were read and
approved.

Thelma Blase
Blake Chegwidden
Erwin Heine
Wyatt Heine
Dale Krueger
Susan Kurz-Sebesta

Connie Meitler
Peggy Meyer
Sophia Schofield
Eli Schultz
Isaac Schultz
Shirley Small
Marsha Serrien
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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NEW BUSINESS Lorelei moved to use Barb Mettlen's gift for
items to improve the kitchen appliances. Euni
seconded. Motion passed. Coleen appointed Shelly
Keller to make necessary purchases.
Lorelei moved and Euni seconded that LWML
send 100 dollars for 4 offerings at the national
convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Shelly
and Coleen will attend June 22 to the 26th.
Lorelei moved to take money out of the
cookbook fund to buy 3 tables and 10 chairs. Motion
postponed to the next meeting.
Baby Shower - Danielle Hoard Sunday June 11
in Parish Hall at 1 pm. Gabby will set up. LWML
will help with the clean up.
LWML will give its yearly 100 dollars to support
this year's VBS.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Baptism - Brecklyn Hirsch's baptism will be on
June 25.
Bonine-Augustine Wedding Shower in Haven, Ks.
Shelly Keller will send card and gift certificate.
Fall Event At Emilie Wacker's home. Marmie
and Emilie will have a lesson based on "Your Word
is a Lamp Unto my Feet" Ps. 119:103. More details
in August.
Justine is to send a thank you to Barb Mettlen.
Jacob Tuma will give sermon on Father's Day.
COMMITTEES - Campus ministry - received
thank yous from Ryan and Jesse Schulteis and from
Tim Schulteis. Labels - July is the last time for
collecting labels Funeral - financial gift from
Ulrich family. June Flowers - Lorelei and Sophia.
CLOSING
Lois closed the meeting with a story about a young
Ugandan who learned to read through a mission
congregation. Next meeting will be July 5.
Justine Dohl, secretary

Acolyte Schedule
July-August 2017
July 2
July 9*
July 16
July 23*
July 30*

July
Valden Dohl
Rylan Gier
Jacob Schultz
Kaden Gier
Valden Dohl

August
Aug 6
Aug 13*
Aug20
Aug 27*

Rylan Gier
Jacob Schultz
Kaden Gier
Valden Dohl

* Communion service

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

LWML June 6, 2017 Minutes
Lois Walter and Shelly Keller opened the meeting
with the hymn " Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your
Love." Lois lead the Bible study from Corinthians
6 and Romans 10:9. God does everything in the
right time. Christ came at the right time to bring all
in the daily newness of life with Him. Pastor Craig
lead a discussion about the Great Commission in
relation to the word "Missionary" in LWML.. All
authority is given by the Father to the Son to rule
over the universe. Jesus delegated his authority to
the 11 disciples to go to all nations. In Matt 28 there
are 4 commands for us to: 1. Go and not be
complacent. 2. Be disciples at home, church and
community. 3. Baptize. 4. Teach by caring and
living each day in faith.
Coleen called the meeting to order. 12 members
answered roll call to "Who is your favorite
disciple?"
Minutes were accepted as given. Ramie presented
the treasurer's report.
OLD BUSINESS
Mettlen Sale - Very successful. Barb Mettlen
gave a generous financial gift to LWML.
Care Portal - It will take some planning to include
other churches. There is too much going on
with fair and VBS. Lorelei will present a video to
the church council.
Lorelei received 30 Bibles. A bible is the last
item to go into each of the remaining pillow case
and bring an end to the Spring Rally's project.
Coleen will look into having Thrivent pay for the
purchase.

LWML Flower Committee
July
Barbara Meitler Cheryl Gier
August
Coleen Ancell, Euni Thaemert
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Brecklyn Lee Hirsch
Daughter of Caleb & Cory Hirsch
Baptized June 25 2017 Pastor Craig

‘Teaching the Faith:
College/Young Adults’
Thursday, July 6, 1-2 p.m. Central time |
Is your church looking for ways to meet the
exhilarating and challenging opportunity of teaching
the faith to young adults? How do your members go
about this in a way they feel is worth their time?
Should the younger generations be integrated or
segregated?
The Rev. Marcus Zill, director of LCMS Campus
Ministry, will address these topics and more beginning
at 1 p.m. Central time on July 6 during a free webinar
on “Teaching the Faith: College/Young Adults.”
Zill will discuss ways to raise the bar for your
congregation’s young adults by offering them
authenticity in a world of gray and giving them an
outlet to ask the deep questions. Join us to discover
ways to incorporate your congregation’s young adults
into the fuller Body of Christ.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

How to attend the webinar on July 6:
 Attendee meeting URL:
anymeeting.com/lcmsrstm1


Conference call toll number:
213-416-1560
Attendee access code: 356 351 933#
You may listen through your computer or by calling
the above telephone number.
Webinar support from AnyMeeting
System check | Guides for attendees | Customer
service
NOTE: It is important to run the system check if you
have never used anymeeting.com in order for the
webinar process to work smoothly for you. Give
yourself 5-10 minutes for this process. Contact our
office ahead of time if you have any questions. Thank
you.
lcms.org/rstm | rstm@lcms.org | 888-463-5127

LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission (RSTM) exists to support
and encourage congregations in rural and small-town settings
in their work to engage their communities with the love of
Christ.
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News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett
serving in Ethiopia
Mekane Yesus Seminary Master’s Graduating
Class—2017
This month was graduation at MYS. I was honored
to be asked to preach at the graduation service. I
was also very pleased and proud to see my students
graduating and preparing to go out to teach in the
regional Bible schools and seminaries, to lead at the
synodical and parish levels and the BTh students,
many of whom will be congregational pastors. It was
truly an exciting and joyous day. I intended to write
my article this month on graduation, but as I was
doing my final semester grading, many of the essays
reminded me clearly of why I was sent here. I
decided to share a couple excerpts with you. One
student wrote, “When I joined the Bible School, I
encountered some challenges…in the Bible Schools
and seminaries there were instructors from different
mission organizations, even different Lutheran
churches, some liberals, some conservatives. Their
different opinions and interpretations of the Holy
Scriptures has created confusion…some were
teaching that the Bible is words of God, words of
men, even words of non-believers. The
Hermeneutics course this semester, and the
conservative historic traditional Lutheran position on
Scripture has created a great impact on me to renew
my former belief and strengthen my attitude…I am a
Lutheran pastor…I do have a firm foundation in the
Lutheran identity.” Speaking on the same subject,
another wrote, “I accept and appreciate the Bible
based and confessional stand of the traditional,
historic Lutheran church. This understanding helps
me to continue to serve God in this church. God
send the Missouri Synod today to sustain the
understanding of the EECMY…God bless the
Synod!!!” If we were not here teaching, these classes
would still be taught by professors from other church
bodies who would still be teaching the students to
doubt their Bibles and look for answers other than
Jesus. This is why our Lord used you to send us
here. This is why we pray the Lord will allow us to
continue serving at MYS for many years. This is why
we are so grateful for the support He gives us
through you to keep us here. Thank you, may the
Lord bless and keep you always

Did you know? There is not a way to say the word
“no” in the Amharic language. You must make a
negative statement, such as, “I don’t want any”, or
“There are none.” FACEBOOK: We are on
Facebook, although consistent internet is a struggle.
See our archived newsletters and feel free to share
the work God is doing here with others. God is good!
The Evangel in Ethiopia Amharic—this is our
language. To say: “Thank God!” you would say,
(temesegen no-w). Always Tell of Christ Closing
Thoughts . . . Our Lord is always working through
His people. We remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So
Philip ran to him (the eunuch) and heard him reading
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” (Acts 8:30ff) Thank
you in Jesus’ Name for your support of the work
which God has laid before us.
I (Johanna), have been meeting with some doulas
and an RN for a while now. (I was an OB nurse for
14 years in the U.S.) One doula was telling me
about a prostitute who had come under her care.
During this time, the doula was kind to her and, at
one visit, had the opportunity to tell her about Christ.
The woman was so thankful for the respectful care
and Gospel message from her doula, that she
brought her friends (also prostitutes) to hear too!
Thanks be to God for his timing and His grace in all
things.
Please Pray for: -the students returning home to
their preaching and teaching -Eric’s preparations for
the next school year’s classes -our friend (who’s life
is in danger) to get a job and stay safe with her two
girls -peace and safety in northern Ethiopia -the
Young family- Krista’s mom went to be with Jesus our family: our kitten died -continued good health our travels this next week as we vacation and visit
outlying seminaries in southern Ethiopia Give thanks
for: -the children being safe from the sick dog,
the ability to receive vaccinations and for a great
pediatrician -the end of the first year of teaching at
the seminary Praise God for: -the opportunity to work
with the doulas/nurses -all who uphold the Lord’s
work here with prayer and support -our continued
progress in language classes over the summer
Note: See front bulletin board for entire newsletter!
5

Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org

July 5
July 6
July 11
July 18
July 19-22

LWML Meeting
BOCL meeting
Elders Meeting
Church Council meeting
Lincoln County Fair / Peach Cobbler stand (Thursday, Friday Saturday)
Semisaurus Mobile Museum
July 30
Quarterly Voters meeting Potluck to follow
July 31-Aug 4 Vacation Bible School

Our Weekly Worship schedule:
9 a.m. – Family Bible study (Parish hall)
10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals
Semisaurus Mobile Museum
{(How did we get here?)Why Creation matters!}
Brian Young is a nationally known speaker ,owner and
creator of Semisaurus Mobile Museum
Coming to Lincoln County Fair July 20-22
Sponsored by Bethlehem Lutheran Church
and local Lutheran Churches

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835

Apply
postage
here

«AddressBlock»
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