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Our Mission Statement
As members of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church who have been granted eternal
life through Jesus Christ’s death and
resurrection, we worship Him as our
Lord and seek to further His work of
salvation through word and sacrament
ministry in our community and world
toward the goal of creating and
strengthening personal faith in Him

The Pastor’s Page
Greetings in the name of the Lord!
Lent is finally upon us. That
time of the year when we
prepare ourselves for Holy
Week. This season of the
church year is one that is a bit
unusual. The change in the
music and liturgy that we use is
more drastic than what we
normally experience. The only
greater change is likely that
which happens between Good
Friday and Easter.
And ultimately, that transition is
what the season of Lent is all
about. We will cease to use the
word ‘alleluia’ and the music
will become more somber and
contemplative. This is to
encourage us to contemplate
the necessity of Christ’s
sacrifice. At the same time
though, even while we strive to
recognize our own sin, to turn
away from it, and to repent of it,
we do not give up our hope.
Throughout the season of Lent
our focus is on the Cross. Both
on why it was necessary, and
on what it accomplished. We
grieve because of what our
Lord went through, while at the
same time rejoicing because of
what he has succeeding in
doing.
For our Midweek Lenten Series
this year we will be looking at
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the various Messianic roles that
Jesus fulfilled. Namely, we will
be looking at Jesus as: The
Promised Offspring of Eve, The
Promised Offspring of Abraham,
the New Moses, the Davidic
King, and lastly the High Priest
of Israel.
As we walk through Jesus
fulfilling these roles, we will see
that in the end they all lead to
the Cross. Just like ultimately
our Lenten walk will lead us to
the Cross. It is at the feet of the
cross that we see the clearest
revelation of who our God is.
He is the Father who would send
his Son to die for sinners. He is
the Son who would choose to do
the will of His Father, and
thereby choose to save us from
the eternal consequences of our
sin. He is the Spirit who was
breathed out by the Father and
Son, to live inside of us and give
us the Faith in Him that we need
so desperately.
As we begin our walk through
Lent, you are free to prepare
yourselves. To repent of your
sin, and to recognize the
necessity of what Jesus is going
to go through. He does this all
for you, and in doing so, has
saved you.
May God bless you,

Pastor Christopher Craig

Stewardship Newsletter- February 2018
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

which generous giving is part—so we also
who are rich in His grace can excel in
pressing His grace into service toward the
gracious work of the church.
Pay attention to what you give to the
church so that you may excel at it. And if you
find that your heart has grown cold or
indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in
God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend Bible
Class. Hear and listen to it preached in the
Divine Service.
Be reminded of what Christ has done for
you in His incarnation, suffering, and death.
For this will strengthen your faith and
knowledge. And where that excels, so will the
grace of giving excel also.

“I am not commanding you, but I want to
test the sincerity of your love by comparing it
with the earnestness of others. For you know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, so that you through his poverty
might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:8-9).
Without commands or even arm-twisting,
St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the
Church in Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity
of their faith by their generosity in giving. He
does this because giving generously is a gift
of the Spirit given to us through the Gospel.
St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge,
in complete earnestness and in your love for
us—see that you also excel in this grace of
giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just
as we grow in faith and speech and
knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit
through the Word of God, so also do we grow
in giving from the same Spirit through the
same Word.
The problem is that the grace of generosity
often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that
we stop giving, but we don’t put it first. We
treat it like all the other bills that must be paid.
It becomes a chore, just one more thing to
check off a list of things to do. That empties it
of its spiritual power and robs us of the joy
that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.
On top of that, since this generosity is
linked to faith and knowledge of divine things,
a lack of excelling in giving is a sure sign that
our faith and knowledge of God are under
attack as well.
Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of
generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself.
Even though He was rich, He became poor so
that we who are poor might become rich.
Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of
our Lord on the cross is the reason, source,
and driving force for our generosity in giving
to the church.
And since Christ who was rich became
poor so that we might be rich in His grace—of

LWML Flower Committee 2018
February
Euni Thaemert, Coleen Ancell
March
Shirley Krueger, Shelly Keller

Baptismal Birthdays in February
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of
grace that you have received, and we pray
for many more blessings for Jesus’ sake!

Mark Buttenhoff
Lyle Dohl
Marcus Fruits
Leyton Meitler
Keith Meitler
Tyra Meyer
Allie Gier
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Toni Nelson
Mary Powell
Allen Serrien
Randall Serrien
Clara Sorensen
Rachel Thaemert

BOCL
The BOCL met on Thursday, December 4
at 7:00 p.m. Members present were Barb
Meitler, Tyler Gier, Pastor Craig, Dena
Sorensen, Lloyd Gier, Brock Mueller and Ruth
Mueller. Pastor led the meeting with prayer
and devotion (Article 6 of the Augsburg
confession.)
Minutes were read and approved.
Pastor reported on the memory program.
Ash Wednesday (February 14) is the start of
the Lenten season. As in the past, we have
decided to have a meal before the services. A
sign-up sheet will be posted on the entryway
bulletin board for those who want to provide
the meal. A freewill box will be set out to help
with expenses. This will also be posted in the
bulletin.
Pastor also reported the Christmas care
packages to the needy were greatly
appreciated.
Pancake Day is set for February 11. Our
church pamphlet, which will be updated, will
be set out alongside the donation box.
Since last year's speaker was well
received at the Lincoln County fair, the board
discussed looking into another religious
speaker for this year's fair.
Ruth moved to have the chairman present
to the Council possibly having a kitchen
director. This is so paper products such as
plates, cups, etc. will be available when
needed such as potlucks, funerals, midweek,
etc. Barb seconded. Discussion followed.
Motion passed. At the present time there is a
need for these products. The board has
selected Dena Sorensen to purchase these
items.
The next meeting is set for Thursday,
February 1 at 7:00 p.m. Pastor closed with
prayer. Respectfully submitted Ruth Mueller

Acolyte Schedule
Feb 4
Feb 11*
Feb 14+*
Feb 18
Feb 21+
Feb 25*
Feb 28 +

Rylan Gier
Valden Dohl
Kale Sorensen
Kaden Gier
Dakota Feenstra
Rylan Gier
Dakota

Eli Schultz
Vance Dohl
Aubrelle Hurlbut
Eli Schultz
Jacob Schultz
Vance Dohl
Vance Dohl

Mar 4
Mar 7+
Mar 11*
Mar 14+
Mar 18
Mar 21+
Mar 25 *
Mar 29+
Mar 30 +

Kale Sorensen
Dakota
Valden Dohl
Dakota
Eli Schultz
Dakota
Aubrelle Hurlbut
Eli Schultz
Valden Dohl

Jacob Schultz
Isaac Schultz
Isaac Schultz
Rylan Gier
Vance Dohl
Kaden Gier
Kale Sorensen
Kaden Gier
Vance Dohl

*Communion service

+ Lenten Services

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Note: The Board of Church Life would like to
say a big Thank-you to Tara Kubick for her
faithful work with the Board of Church Life. She
has resigned from BOCL. The BOCL is looking
for someone to take her place if you are interested
Please contact Brock Mueller or Dell Gier

Picture taken be Dena Sorensen

Pastor Craig Teaching the Children from
Midweek about the Lord’s Supper
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church
2017 Annual Pastor's Report
January 21, 2018
Attendance Summary
2016
2017
Average
Attendan
Average
ce
Attendance
Number of Sunday
Services
Other Worship Services
Number of Communion
Services
Total Communed

2015 Avg

2014
Avg

75
59

74
64

72
69

26
58
48
Membership Summary

62

56

53
15

2016 Baptized members:
Gains
Baptisms:
6
Transfers In:
Profession of Faith
1
Total gains:
7
Deaths:
Transfers Out:
Released:
Total losses:

68
60

Baptized
Serena McCoy (5-19-17)
Elizabeth McCoy (5-19-17)
Annabelle McCoy (5-19-17)
Cole Sulsar (5-21-17)
Brecklyn Hirsch (6-25-17)
Mckinely Dorsey (11-12-17)
Confirmation
Grace Chegwidden (4-2-17)
Rachel Sebesta (4-2-17)
Calvin McCoy (5-19-17)
Marshall Hurlbut (6-11-17)
MeKelle Hurlbut (6-11-17)
Deaths
Hulda Ulrich (Funeral 1-21-17)
Rozella Trapp (Funeral 1-28-17)
Joyce Naused (Funeral 3-11-17)

219

3
1
4

2017 Baptized members:

222

2016 Communicant members:
Gains
Confirmation:
5
Adult Profession
Transfers In:
Total gains:
5
Losses
Deaths:
3
Transfers Out:
1
Total losses:
4

160

2017 Communicant members:

161

Wedding
Spooner-Dohl Wedding (4-29-17)
Transfers Out
Janna (Sorensen) Weber to Beautiful
Savior Lutheran Church in Olathe, KS
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2017 Financial Summary

Remember
Beginning
February 14,2018

As a congregation, we took in $141,773.72
in income in 2017. Our expenses were
$128.928.45 for a net gain of $12,845.27.
The amounted budgeted for expenses in
2017 was $111,075. While it would
appear that we went over budget in
regards to our expenses, the actual
expenses we incurred were around 94% of
the budgeted amount. Both the income
and expense figures are inflated by "pass
through" transactions. One example of a
large pass through that occurred this year
would be the repairs to the school. The
expense was not something we budgeted
for, and therefore inflates our expenses
compared to the budget. We received
grant money to pay for a majority of the
repairs which offset the expense. After
considering all the "pass through" type
transactions, both income and expense,
the bottom line is that we were in the black
for 2017! Sola De Gloria!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Color
Color is everywhere. Color is God's way
of filling his world with beauty and giving
pleasure to those who live in this colorful
world. Christians, for centuries, have used
color in divine worship to emphasize the
redemptive action of God through his Son.
Color, like music, plays an important role
in the life of God's worshiping people. Just
as music is the “handmaiden to theology,”
liturgical color complements the message
of the seasons and occasions during the
church year. Taking a familiar seat in the
nave of his/her chapel preceding worship
on any given Sunday, the worshiper's
emotions and intellect are immediately
engaged by color. Liturgical colors aid in
establishing a climate in which Law and
Gospel may be heard and received.
On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, you
may notice new black paraments in the
sanctuary. Black is seen very seldom
during the year. The calendar calls for its
use only twice; on Good Friday and Ash
Wednesday. There's no mistaking the
message that this sober color gives. Black
is the absence of light. Good Friday, in
combination with Ash Wednesday, calls for
sober reflection on the cost of our
redemption. Without Christ's sacrifice on
the day the sky turned dark and hid the
light of the sun, there would be no bright
Light of Christ to live in, nor new life in
Christ to enjoy.

February 11
Happy Birthday
Pastor Christopher Craig

Excerpts taken from "The Colors of the Liturgical Seasons"
by Rev. Douglas K. Escue
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2018 Elder Schedule with Altar Guild
Month
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
January

Elder
John Sorensen
Jason Dohl
Tyler Gier
John Sorensen
Jason Dohl
Tyler Gier
John Sorensen
Jason Dohl
Tyler Gier
John Sorensen
Jason Dohl
Tyler Gier

Altar Guild
Tonya Chegwidden
Cheryl Gier
Cheryl Gier
Ruth Mueller
Tonya Chegwidden
Shelly Keller
Ruth Mueller
Tonya Chegwidden
Shelly Keller
Ruth Mueller
Cheryl Gier
Shelly Keller

2018 Special Offering Designation
____________________________________________________________
New Year’s Day
Home Fund
Ash Wednesday
Kansas District Scholarship funds
Lenten Worship
Missions/LHM*
Lenten meals
Organizer’s choice
Maundy Thursday
LCMS Blind and Deaf (Lutheran Braille Workers in 2014)
Good Friday
Lutheran Bible Translators
Pentecost
Kansas Dist. Guinea Missions (Loose Collections)
Father’s Day
Armed Forces (Loose Collections)
Thanksgiving
Lutheran World Relief
Advent Worship
Missions/LHM*
Advent meals
Organizer’s choice
Children’s Program
Bethesda
Christmas Eve
Home Fund (if separate from Children’s Program)
Christmas Day
Home Fund
New Year ’s Eve
Eric Stinnett / T.I.M.
* As approved for 2018 all donations to Missions from envelopes and special collections
that exceed the 2018 KS District Missions pledge amount will be given to Lutheran Hour
Ministries
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2018 BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH DIRECTORY
Pastor: Christopher Craig
Cell Phone #734-790-1992
Email: christopher.craig@ctsfw.edu

Telephone number: 785-526-7152
Email: bethlehem@wtciweb.com
Website: www.bethlehemsylvangrove.org

Secretary: Mrs. Shirley Small, Home Phone 785-526-7243 Cell # 785-658-5886

CHURCH COUNCIL
President:
Vice-President:
Recording Secretary:
Financial Secretary:
Treasurer:
Board of Elders:
Board of Trustees:
Board of Church Life:

Dell Gier (2018) [2Yr Term]
Art Dohl (2018)
Cheryl Gier (2017)
Emilie Wacker (2015) (2018)
Dena Sorensen (2017)
Tyler Gier (2016)
Ryan Gier (2017)
Brock Mueller (2018)

785-526-7718
785-526-7281
785-526-7718
785-526-7298
785-277-3515
785-534-0673
785-650-4880
785-526-7774

CONGREGATIONAL BOARDS
ELDERS
CHURCH PROPERTY (Trustees)
Tyler Gier (2016) (Chairman) 785-534-0673
Ryan Gier (Chairman) (2017) 785-650-4880
John Sorensen (2017)
785-277-3515
Calvin McCoy
(2018) 785-534-0857
Jason Dohl (2018)
785-526-7704
Kenneth Small (1 Year)(2018) 785-534-9968
BOARD OF CHURCH LIFE
Brock Mueller- (2018) (Chairman) 785-526-7774 Tyler Gier (2017)
Tara Kubick (2017)
Kylie Ehrlich (2018)
Lloyd Gier (2017)
Sara Gier (1 Year) (2018)
Ruth Mueller (2018)
Dena Sorensen (2017)
Serena McCoy (2018)
Trey Watson (2018)
Board of Church Life members are listed with the year most recently elected and underlined if serving final year of
their term.(no term limits for this board)
Elected Council and Board members are noted with the year first elected, year reelected, and underlined if
serving the final term.

APPOINTMENTS AND OTHER CONTACTS
Sunday School volunteer teachers: Ramie Schulteis, Kylie Ehrlich, Marmie Schultz, Dena Sorensen
Midweek volunteer teachers: Lorelei Dohl, Sophia Schofield,
Organists & Music Directors: Mrs. Lois Walter, Mrs. Shelly Keller
Head Usher: (Appointed yearly by Elders) Willis Becker
Flower Contact: Ramie Schulteis 785-526-7433
Altar Guild: Ruth Mueller, Cheryl Gier, Shelly Keller, Tonya Chegwidden
Cemetery Sexton: (re-appointed 2016) (3-year appointed by President) Terry Lilak (2013-16) 785-526-7868
Endowment Funds Committee: (Appointed Yearly by President) Tonya Chegwidden, Ruth Sorensen,
Emilie Wacker, John Thaemert, Dena Sorensen
Financial Review Committee: (Appointed Yearly by President) Shelly Keller, Susan Sebesta, Lloyd Gier
BLTeens & Youth Groups: Marcy Hurlbut (Sponsor) Morgan Kubick (Treasurer) Pastor Craig
BLC Scholarship Committee: Art Dohl, Emilie Wacker, Roger Gier
Kansas District Lay Delegate: Tyler Gier (2018-2020)
Circuit 13 Contacts: Lay Delegate: Art Dohl (elected annually)
Circuit Visitor: Pastor Luke Brown Immanuel of Ellsworth
Circuit Treasurer: Pastor Jason Toombs Zion of Downs
Synod Delegates: (2013-16) Pastoral: TBD
Synod Lay Delegate: TBD
Revised 1-23-2018
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2018 ASH WEDNESDAY OFFERING
LCMS Kansas District
We invite you to join LCMS Kansans
throughout the District in our annual effort to
raise funds for grants and scholarships.
Why this is critical: Church work is a noble
calling, but pursuing a church vocation—be it
a pastor, teacher, DCE, deaconess, or
musician—can be costly, leaving many
students burdened with considerable debt
(and those numbers rise every year).
How the District helps: Since 1998, we’ve
awarded scholarships to students pursuing
church work, along with educational loan
repayment grants to active church workers. In
2017 we awarded:

- 2018 HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS –
Applications for the Bethlehem Lutheran
Memorial Scholarship are posted on the north
entrance bulletin board. Please take one if
you are interested in applying.
- The BLC Scholarship CommitteeArt Dohl, Emilie Wacker, Roger Gier

2018 Wilson Communications
Scholarships now Available!

2,321 in loan repayment grants
YOU make this possible. We’re able to award
grants and scholarships thanks to the
generous support of our congregations.
Thank you!
A WORD OF THANKS
Watching God’s people work together to
address the issue of rising education costs for
pastors and rostered church workers is one of
my greatest joys since beginning to serve in
fulltime ministry. For me, this grant helps to
alleviate a great amount of stress about the
student debt that I have to repay. I’m thankful
for the brothers and sisters who generously
gave of their blessings last Ash Wednesday to
the Education Loan Repayment Fund. I’m
confident that God is working through His
Church to continue support for church
workers and their families.
If you’d like to contribute and are writing a
check, please make it payable to your church
with “Ash Wednesday Offering” in the memo
line.
You may also contribute by sending a check
directly to the LCMS Kansas District at 1000
SW 10th Ave, Topeka, KS, 66604.

Since its inception in 1984, the Wilson
Communications' Scholarship Program
has awarded over $137,000.00 in
scholarship opportunities to students in our
service area. We strongly believe that our
youth are the backbone to our rural
communities and we are honored to offer
these opportunities so they may continue
with their future goals.
Wilson Communications will award two
scholarships per each community (not
school) in our service area. We are aware
that there may be instances where
although a student may attend a school
that is not in our area, they may however
reside in one of our communities which
include Wilson, Brookville, Sylvan Grove,
Lucas, Denmark, Tipton or Hunter.
If you are interested in applying,
applications can be obtained from our
website, your school's guidance counselor
or contact our office at 785-658-2111 or
800-432-7607.
Deadline to apply is April 6, 2018.

Rev. Richard Lally St. Matthew, Nortonville Concordia
Seminary, Class of 2014
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Silent Witnesses
LHM Lenten Devotions 2018
(a copy of this devotional provided by LHM
is on the front hall way table)
Did you ever wish you could have been
there at Jesus passion? Imagine what it
would be like to hear the crowd shout
“Hosanna!” as Jesus rode into Jerusalem; to
small and taste the feast at the Passover; to
see Jesus carrying His cross to Golgotha; to
touch the nail wounds in Jesus’ hands when
He rose from the dead. We cannot do that,
but the men and women who were
eyewitness of these events have left their
testimony in the pages of the Gospels, John
tells us.” These are written so that you may
believe that Jesus us the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life
in His Name” (John 20:30), But there were
silent witnesses, too—objects, animals and
places that played a part during key
moments of Jesus ’suffering death and
resurrections. We find them in the pages of
the Gospels as well, though they cannot
speak, they can show us something of His
love and mercy toward us. During the next
few weeks, let’s listen to what they can tell
us
For Christians, the season of Lent is marked
by deep reflection on the appearance of the
Savior and natural, what His life, suffering,
Death, and resurrection mean for our lives
now. God’s human involvement in our world
is a perfect example of His intimate love for
us. He spared nothing to make Himself
know to us- fact that proclaims in no
uncertain terms how ”God so loved the
world.” In Silent Witnesses, readers will note
both the majestic-and mundane- aspect of
the Gospel accounts: stories telling how
God in His infinite power came down and
“has spoken to us by His Son”

Hospice of Salina is looking for some special
individuals to volunteer. These individuals are
not required to have any particular experience
with patients and families or medical
background, but need to possess a strong
sense of compassion and love for their fellow
man. Volunteering is a special gift that is given
out of want to serve others and that is what
Hospice of Salina is looking for. If you think
you are interested in volunteering your time
whether it is one hour per week or several,
helping patients & their families, with office
projects or fund raising, please contact
Hospice of Salina at 825-1717 and ask for
Julia. Hospice of Salina- Where we strive to
know people for who they have always
been not the patient they have become.
Disclaimer- all volunteers go through an
application process and background check
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Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org

February 11
February 14
February 21-March 21

Annual Pancake Day & (Pastor Craig’s Birthday)
7 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship services
6 p.m. Light supper
7 p.m. Lenten Worship Services

Our Weekly Worship schedule:
9 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school)
9 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall)
10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals)
6:30 p.m. - Wednesday’s Midweek Worship service

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835

Apply
postage
here

«AddressBlock»
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