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The Pastor’s Page    “Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the 
children of one’s youth. Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them! 
He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the 
gate.” Psalm 127:4-5 
“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God 
said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’” Genesis 1:27-28 
“Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you,’” Jeremiah 1:4-5a 
“For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in 
my womb leaped for joy.” Luke 1:44 
“And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will 
require it and from man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for 
the life of man. ‘Who ever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood 
be shed, for God made man in his own image. And you, be fruitful and 
multiply, increase greatly on the earth and multiply in it.’” Genesis 9:5-7 
“There shall not be found among you anyone who burns his son or his 
daughter as an offering … for whoever does these things is an abomination 
to the Lord.” Deuteronomy 18:10a,12a. 
“Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on them 
and pray. The disciples rebuked the people, but Jesus said, ‘Let the little 
children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 
kingdom of heaven.’” Matthew 19:13-14 
“At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, ‘Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?’ And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of 
them and said, ‘Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles 
himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever 
receives one such child in my name receives me, but however causes one 
of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would better for him to have 
a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth 
of the sea.’” Matthew 18:1-6 
In case you were wondering whether God takes seriously the murder of 
children, He does. In case you were wondering whether God considers a 
baby in the womb to be a person, He does. Anyone who says differently is 
trying to hide the truth of God’s Word from you. Millions of children in our 
nation have been murdered, sacrificed at the altar of selfishness, fear, and 
deception. You are free to ensure that no one is uninformed about what 
God has spoken about this. You are also free to share the news that even 
this heinous sin is forgivable when the sinner is repentant. That Christ died 
on the cross to earn grace even for this abomination. There is still hope, 
both for our nation and for the poor guilty souls who have committed this 
sin. You are free to share this truth.  May God bless you all,    

 Pastor Christopher Craig 
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Our Mission Statement 
 

As members of Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church who have been granted eternal 

life through Jesus Christ’s death and 

resurrection, we worship Him as our Lord 

and seek to further His work of salvation 

through word and sacrament ministry in 

our community and world toward the goal 

of creating and strengthening personal 

faith in Him 
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

Newsletter Article – February 2019 
 

The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was made manifest in the flesh of Jesus. The church 
spends time hearing of the miracles, the signs and wonders, of Jesus in the world.  
And this made plain to all that Jesus was who He said He was: He was the Second Person of the 
Holy Trinity, the only-begotten Son of the Father, in the flesh. For “the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us” (John 1:14). 
It is revealed for all the world to see that Jesus is God in the flesh. It is made manifest by His words 
and His work, by what He said and by what He did. And these belong together, for “the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us.”  
Jesus is the Word and will of God in the flesh, that is, He is the walking, talking, enactment of God’s 
Word. 
It is no different for us. We are called not just to believe in God in hearts, but also to trust in God in 
word and deed.  
As James wrote: “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 
1:22), and again, “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? … So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. … Show me your faith apart 
from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. … For as the body apart from the spirit 
is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead” (James 2:14, 17–18, 26). 
Our faith is lived out in works for our neighbor. Our trust in the Word and will of God is lived out not 
in word only, but also in deed and in truth.  
In other words, the Epiphany of the Lord creates in us an epiphany of our faith in our works of 
obedience to God who commanded them. By this, our faith is made manifest to the world. It is, as 
Luther wrote of faith: 

“Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God (John 1). It 
kills the old Adam and makes altogether different people, in heart and spirit and mind and 
powers, and it brings with it the Holy Spirit. 
“Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for it not to do 
good works incessantly. It does not ask whether there are good works to do, but before the 
question rises, it has already done them, and is always at the doing of them. 
“He who does not these works is a faithless man. He gropes and looks about after faith and 
good works and knows neither what faith is nor what good works are, though he talks and 
talks, with many words about faith and good works. 
“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a man would 
stake his life on it a thousand times. This confidence in God’s grace and knowledge of it 
makes men glad and bold and happy in dealing with God and all His creatures. 
“And this is the work of the Holy Spirit in faith. Hence a man is ready and glad, without 
compulsion, to do good to everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, in love and 
praise to God, who has shown him this grace. 
“And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate 
burning and shining from fire. Beware, therefore, of your own false notions and of the idle 
talkers, who would be wise enough to make decisions about faith and good works, and yet 
are the greatest fools.” (Preface to the Book of Romans) 

So, then, let our faith be active by God’s power in the Word through the Holy Spirit. And let then our 
faith be made manifest to the world by what this faith does: serving our neighbor — in church, in the 
family, and society — with the works of faith in time, talents, and treasures. 
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Pastor Craig is serving as the vacancy pastor 
at St. Paul North Ellsworth Ks. it was voted on 
at the annual voters meeting to change  our 
worship service time beginning February 17  
Adult Bible study & Sunday school at 10 a.m.  
Worship service at 11 a.m. 
 
 

Baptismal Birthdays in February 
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of 

grace  that you have received, 
and we pray for many  more blessings 

for Jesus’ sake! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Acolyte February 
February 

Feb 3      Eli Schultz, Vance Dohl 
Feb 10*    Aubrelle Hurlbut, Jacob Schultz 
Feb 17     Rylan Gier, Kale Sorenson 
Fe7 24*      Isaac Schultz, Eli Schultz 

 
                       March 
March   3 
March   6*   (Ash Wednesday) 
March   10* 
March   13 
March   17 
March   20 
March   24* 
March   27 
March    31* 
*Communion  

 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
308 N Indiana Ave 

Sylvan Grove, Kansas 
 

INVITES YOU 

 to our 

Annual Pancake Day 
 

 Sunday February 10, 2019 

11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
 

Serving Pancakes, Whole Hog Sausage, Scrambled or 

Fried Eggs, Homemade Pie 

Drinks 
 

Please join us  

for a day of  

Delicious Food 

& Christian Fellowship 

Free Will donation to support  

Mission Project  
 

Pancake Day is February 10 –If you have any 

questions please contact Art Dohl or the church 

office. We would also welcome your delicious, 

homemade pies!  If you can donate a pie or two, 

they will be greatly appreciated.   Bring them by 

11:00a.m., February 10, for dinner OR by 

3:00p.m. for the supper crowd 

                         Flower Committee 
                        February 

                          Eunice Thaemert 
                          Coleen Ancell 

                               March 
                             Shirley Krueger 

                           Shelly Keller 
                
        
 
 
 
 
 
February 18, 2019 

Allen Serrien 
Dena Sorensen 
Rachel Miller 
Randall Serrien 
Clara Sorensen 
Lyle Dohl 
Marcus Fruits 

Tyra Meyer 
Leyton Meitler 
Toni Nelson 
Mark Buttenhoff 
Allie Gier 
Mary Powell 
Keith Meitler 
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February Youth Group Report     By Pastor Christopher Craig 

These last couple of months have been quiet for the youth group. As usual we didn’t have any 

meetings around Christmas and New Year’s in order to make sure that the youth had time to 

celebrate with their families. We know it’s a busy time of the year, and figure that every extra hour 

with parents, siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins, and grandparents are important. 

However, now as we start revving up again we are looking forward to jumping into a new Bible 

Study. Last year I walked us through Revelation, which was quite a fun trip. It gave us a great 

chance to talk about heaven and hell, exactly what needed to happen for people to be saved, and 

to realize what all this New Creation stuff in the Bible is talking about. 

This year though, we are going Old Testament. We will be studying the book of 1st Samuel. In 

there we will hear about the rise of fall of King Saul, the life of Samuel the prophet, and perhaps 

most importantly of all, the first half of King David’s life. This will give us a chance to hear about the 

man who was after God’s own heart, and to see why he was such an important figure to the Jews. 

We also have some fun events coming up. We try to do at least one ‘fun’ thing a month. A couple 

of weeks ago we had a game night, where we bring in various games and just hangout with the 

youth. Looking forward we are planning on going to see Captain Marvel with the youth group 

toward the beginning of March. Looking even further than that, we are working on some sort of a 

summer trip. Unfortunately, we probably missed out on Higher Things this year. As usual it filled up 

quicker than we could get registered. However, we are also looking at other opportunities as well. 

Perhaps some of summer camp retreat or a mission project. We’ll keep you all updated as we 

explore the possibilities. 

If you’re interested in helping at youth group, our biggest need right at the moment is snacks for 

our meetings. We also are still looking for more people who are willing to be Mentor’s for our youth. 

(See the sign up sheet on the bulletin board.) If you don’t know what that means, talk to me, and I’ll 

explain it to you. As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to talk to either myself or to 

Marcy. Or if you were feeling really adventurous you could talk to one of the youth! 

May God bless you all,       Pastor Christopher Craig 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Christopher Craig  
Happy Birthday  

February 11, 2019
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2019 BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Pastor: Christopher Craig  Telephone number:  785-526-7152 

       Cell Phone #734-790-1992 Email:  bethlehem@wtciweb.com 

 Email: christopher.craig@ctsfw.edu  Website:  www.bethlehemsylvangrove.org 
 

Secretary:  Mrs. Shirley Small, Home Phone 785-526-7243 Cell # 785-658-5886 
 

                                                           CHURCH COUNCIL 

President:   Dell Gier (2018) [2Yr Term]             785-738-8328 

Vice-President:  Art Dohl (2018)               785-526-7281 

Recording Secretary: Cheryl Gier (2017)   785-658-6140 

Financial Secretary:  Emilie Wacker (2015) (2018)  785-526-7298 

Treasurer:   Dena Sorensen (2017)   785-277-3515 

Board of Elders:  John Sorensen (2017)               785-277-3515 

Board of Trustees:  Ryan Gier (2017)               785-650-4880 

Board of Church Life: Brock Mueller (2018)              785-526-7774 
 

CONGREGATIONAL BOARDS 

                                 ELDERS        CHURCH PROPERTY (Trustees) 

 John Sorensen (2017) (Chairman) 785-277-3515            Ryan Gier (Chairman)(2017) 785-650-4880 

Jason Dohl (2018)                 785-526-7704                       Calvin McCoy            (2018) 785-534-0857 

Tyler Gier (2016) (2019)                   785-534-0673    Phil Chegwidden        (2019) 785-810-8261 

                                                                      BOARD OF CHURCH LIFE 
Brock Mueller- (2018) (Chairman) 785-526-7774 Tyler Gier (2019) (1 Year) Corey Hirsch (2019) 

Kylie Ehrlich (2018)     Lloyd Gier (2019)                   Sara Gier (2019)  

Ruth Mueller (2018)     Dena Sorensen (2019)              

Serena McCoy (2018)     Caleb Hirsch (2019) 

Board of Church Life members are listed with the year most recently elected and underlined if serving final year of 

their term.(no term limits for this board) 

Elected Council and Board members are noted with the year first elected, year reelected, and underlined if 

serving the final term. 

 APPOINTMENTS AND OTHER CONTACTS 

Sunday School teachers:  Kylie Ehrlich, Marmie Schultz 

Midweek teachers:  Lorelei Dohl, Pastor Craig  

Organists & Music Directors:  Lois Walter, Shelly Keller 

Head Usher: (Appointed yearly by Elders) Willis Becker 

Mercy Team: Ramie Schulteis, Shirley Small, Lorelei Dohl, Board of Elders 

Altar Guild: Ruth Mueller, Cheryl Gier, Shelly Keller, Tonya Chegwidden, Dena Sorensen 

Cemetery Sexton: (re-appointed 2019) (3-year appointed by President) Terry Lilak (2013-19) 785-526-7868 

Endowment Funds Committee: (Appointed Yearly by President) Tonya Chegwidden (Chair), Ruth Sorensen,  

                                                                                       Emilie Wacker, John Thaemert, Dena Sorensen 

Financial Review Committee: (Appointed Yearly by President) Shelly Keller, Susan Sebesta, Lloyd Gier 

BLTeens & Youth Group: Marcy Hurlbut (Sponsor), Pastor Craig 

BLC Scholarship Committee:  Art Dohl, Marmie Schultz, Roger Gier 

Kansas District Lay Delegate: Tyler Gier (2018-2020) 

Circuit 13 Contacts: Lay Delegate:  Art Dohl (elected annually)  

Circuit Visitor:  Pastor Luke Brown, Immanuel, Ellsworth 

Synod Delegates: (2019-22) Pastoral:  Pastor Christopher Craig           

Synod Lay Delegate:  Samantha Toombs 

Revised 2-1-2019 

mailto:bethlehem@wtciweb.com
http://www.bethlehemsylvangrove.org/
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
 Pastor's Report for Fourth Quarter, 2018 January 20, 2019 Voter's Meeting 
 

Month                                         October November December Total 
 

Last 
Quarter Last Year 

        Sunday Services 4 3 5 12 
 

14 14 

Church Attendance 72 68 66 69 
 

67 69 

Midweek Services 3 3 N/A 6 
 

10 N/A 

Average Midweek Service Attendance 13 14 
 

13 
 

5 N/A 

Seasonal Services 
 

1 4 5 
 

N/A 7 

Average Season Service Attendance 
 

41 61 57 
 

N/A 66 

Number of Communion Services 2 2 4 8 
 

7 N/A 

Average Communed per Service 50 42 42 49 
 

52 N/A 

        Sunday Adult Bible Class Average 19 18 11 15 
 

20 12 

Children's Sunday School Average 10 8 0 9 
 

8 6 

        Midweek (weekly average) 25 25 32 27 
 

N/A 25 

LifeLight Bible Study (weekly avg) 8 8 
 

8 
 

9 7 
First Comm Catechesis/Conf (wkly 
avg) 8 8 

 
8 

 
4 5 

Adult Catechesis 
     

0 4 

Men's Bible Study Average 3 3 3 3 
 

3 3 

Youth Group Average 6 5 8 6 
 

5 7 

        Pastoral Visits (Homebound) 6 5 3 14 
 

11 10 

Pastoral Hospital Visits 0 1 4 5 
 

0 4 

Individual Communion  7 6 4 17 
 

16 12 

Counseling/Special meetings 3 1 3 7 
 

1 2 

Funeral/Committal Services 0 0 0 0 
 

0 1 

Wedding Services 0 0 0 0 
 

0 0 

Nursing Home Services 1 0 0 1 
 

0 1 

Regular Meetings (Elders, BOCL, 
Council, Voters, LWML, Winkel, etc.) 4 4 3 11 

 
1 11 

Special Meetings (New Parents, 
Planning, Special Committees, Etc.) 1 0 0 1 

 
11 5 

Continuing Education Events 0 2 2 4 
 

9 6 

        Request For Membership 

       Rev. James Judson 
       Kira Judson 

       David Judson 
       Samuel Judson 
       Zane Judson 
       Request Transfer of Membership 
       Request Release of Membership 
       Baptisms 
       Marriage 
       Deaths/Funerals/Committals 
       12-27-18 Lois Heinze (Funeral 1-4-19) 
       

        Continuing Education 
       Post-Seminary Applied Learning Seminar (PALS) Dec. 1st 
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2018 Average 

Attendance

2017 

Average 

Attendance

2016 

Avg

2015 

Avg

Sunday Services 51 70 68 75 74

Midweek Services 32 9 N/A N/A N/A

Seasonal Services 12 58 60 59 64

Average Communed 35 48 48 55 58

2018 Baptized members: 222 Baptised

Gains Brittany Carney (4-21-18)

Baptisms: 3 Gunner Carney (4-21-18)

Transfers In: 2 Bennett Carney (4-21-18)

Profession of Faith 1

Total gains: 6

Losses

Deaths: 2 Confirmation

Transfers Out: 3 Valden Dohl (3-18-18)

Released: Kaden Gier (3-18-18)

Total losses: 5 Scott Carney (4-21-18)

2019 Baptized members: 223

Deaths

2018 Communicant members: 160 Janice Tucker (Rahmeier) 1-13-18

Gains Lois Heinze (Koenecke) 12-27-18

Confirmation: 3

Adult Profession 1

Transfers In: 2 Wedding

Total gains: 6

Transfers In

Losses Ray Willingham (7-22-18)

Deaths: 2 Lu Willingham (7-22-18)

Transfers Out: 2

Total losses: 4 Transfers Out

Joel Sulsar (7-22-18)

2019 Communicant members: 162 Elise Sulsar (7-22-18)

Cole Sulsar (7-22-18)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

2018 Annual Pastor's Report

January 21, 2019

Attendance Summary

Membership Summary
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____________________________________________________________ 

 

bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ          Home Fund 

Ash Wednesday          Kansas District Scholarship funds 

Lenten Worship            Missions/LHM* 

     Lenten meals          hǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ 

Maundy Thursday         LCMS Blind and Deaf (Lutheran Braille Workers in 2014) 

Good Friday             Lutheran Bible Translators 

Pentecost              West Africa Missions (Loose Collections) 

CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ            Armed Forces (Loose Collections) 

Thanksgiving            Lutheran World Relief 

Advent Worship             Missions/LHM* 

     Advent meals                        hǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ   Bethesda 

Christmas Eve    IƻƳŜ CǳƴŘ όƛŦ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳύ 

Christmas Day    Home Fund 

bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ                Eric Stinnett / T.I.M. 

* As approved for 2019 all donations to Missions from envelopes and special collections that 

exceed the 2019  KS District Missions pledge amount will be given to Lutheran Hour Ministries. 
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OPERATION BARNABAS 
 

Note: a MEETING 

 February 3 

FOLLOWING  

Worship Service 

In the parish Hall  

Learn more about this 

Organization. 
 

You may ask: “Why is it called Operation 
Barnabas?” Barnabas was Paul’s companion, 
who helped him in his missionary journey. His 
name means “son of encouragement.” We hope 
to encourage our military and their families with 
the Gospel in action. 
Operation Barnabas is the LCMS’ network of care 
to our nation’s military members, families and 
veterans. We reach out to all branches of the 
military with a special emphasis on our Reserve 
members and their families. 
 

We encourage congregations who reach out to 
military families to include the following actions: 
))PRAY for our troops. 
))RECOGNIZE veterans in your congregation 
at least once a year. 
))CELEBRATE LCMS Ministry to the Armed 
Forces Sunday, and learn more about 
what we are doing to serve our military 
families. To learn more, visit lcms.org/following 
Worship Service 
armedforcessunday. 
 

Our men and women in uniform have answered 
our nation’s call to protect and defend us. In every 
time and place, they 
have stood the watch at home and abroad, often 
far from their families. Both active and reserve 
members of our military and their families continue 
to bear the burden of deployments to austere and 
dangerous locations. We invite you to help us to 
help them, and while doing so, share the love of 
Christ. In 2007, The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod’s Ministry to the Armed Forces launched 
Operation Barnabas. Through this program — the 
only one of its kind in the U.S. — together with our 
congregations, we accomplish three key goals: 

1. Care for Reserve chaplains and their families 
and congregations. 2. Train and assist local 
congregations in their care and support of local 
military members and their families and veterans. 
3. Serve as a resource to other organizations that 
provide care to military families and veterans. 
 

In that time, congregations have focused on 
deployment care — with good reason. We have 
troops who are “still in the fight,” and we continue 
to offer deployment support to 
military families. But we also recognize the 
immense drawdown our military faces. Over 
200,000 military families are leaving the 
military to return to civilian communities. Our goal 
is to enable our congregations to lead their 
communities in welcoming these military families 
back home. They have borne the weight of 
repeated deployments, and when they return to 
our communities, we can prepare to receive them 
in concert with local chambers of commerce, 
schools and medical facilities. 

If you wish to be even more involved: 
Become an Operation Barnabas Chapter. 
Operating in a manner similar to other chapters in 
your congregation — such as your Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League chapter — an 
Operations Barnabas Chapter meets monthly 
around a specific goal. In this case, the goal is to 
actively engage the military members in your 
community. Successful chapters depend on the 
volunteerism and leadership of a dedicated group 
of people in your congregation; this is not another 
task for pastor! This is a chance for your 
congregation to actively serve in your community 
and share the love of Christ with those who have 
borne the burden of defending our nation. You 
have the opportunity to care for both those who 
are currently serving in the Armed Forces and 
those who have served in the past. Veterans and 
their families from every conflict are in need of 
your support. If you served in uniform, thank you! 
Now you have the opportunity to serve again. You 
know the challenges, and you speak the same 
language as those in uniform. 

 

 

 



10 

 

Mark 1:21-39         English Standard Version (ESV) 

Jesus Heals a Man with an Unclean Spirit 
21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately 

on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and 
was teaching. 

22 
And they were astonished at 

his teaching, for he taught them as one who 
had authority, and not as the scribes. 

23 
And 

immediately there was in their synagogue a 
man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 
24 

“What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 
25 

But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, 
and come out of him!” 

26 
And the unclean spirit, 

convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, 
came out of him. 

27 
And they were all amazed, 

so that they questioned among themselves, 
saying, “What is this? A new teaching with 
authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” 

28 
And at once his 

fame spread everywhere throughout all the 
surrounding region of Galilee. 
Jesus Heals Many 
29 

And immediately he
[a]

 left the synagogue and 
entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with 
James and John. 

30 
Now Simon's mother-in-law 

lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told 
him about her. 

31 
And he came and took her by 

the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left 
her, and she began to serve them. 
32 

That evening at sundown they brought to him 
all who were sick or oppressed by demons. 
33 

And the whole city was gathered together at 
the door. 

34 
And he healed many who were sick 

with various diseases, and cast out many 
demons. And he would not permit the demons 
to speak, because they knew him. 
Jesus Preaches in Galilee 
35 

And rising very early in the morning, while it 
was still dark, he departed and went out to a 
desolate place, and there he prayed. 

36 
And 

Simon and those who were with him searched 
for him, 

37 
and they found him and said to him, 

“Everyone is looking for you.” 
38 

And he said to 
them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I 
may preach there also, for that is why I came 
out.” 

39 
And he went throughout all Galilee, 

preaching in their synagogues and casti 

News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett 

serving in Ethiopia                                        

eric.stinnett@lcms.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Pray for: -continued work on the 

hymnal project which is quickly finishing up - 

the MA students who are traveling after being 

home for Christmas -continued forward 

progress in language training -Eric’s travel to 

the U.S. for meetings and his PhD studies 

and for our family as we are separated for 

about three and a half weeks -peace here in 

Ethiopia and safety -the Muslims Give thanks 

For: -a beautiful Christmas season and 

faithful pastors for the people -continued 

plans for service here in Ethiopia Praise God 

for: -our fellow missionaries, the Rabe family 

-all of our supporters in prayer and finances -

the life of faith amid persecution that we see 

here in the EECMY 

Did you know . . . ?  Goats are bought for the 

Christmas meal for about 2,400 –2800 ETB 

($85-$100 USD). This is approximately 2 

months wages for the average worker. 

Families often band together, saving all year, 

to buy a goat and may only eat meat several 

times a year due to the expense. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:21-39&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24241a
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Reaching Rural America for Christ 
(Taken from Rural America February 2019, Volume 10, Issue 2 

A newsletter of LCMS Rural and Small Town Missions) 
 

Reaching Young Women: 
LWML by Kaye Dumas Wolff, vice-president of Special Focus Ministries 

with the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) 
 

Have you ever planned an event hoping that young women would attend? Or have you ever 

wondered, “Why don’t young women want to help out around the church?” If you have asked these 

questions, think on this: “And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you” (Luke 11:9). I attended a youth adult workshop and was given 

statistics on millennials. I talked to about 30 young women in seven districts for the Lutheran 

Women’s Missionary League (LWML), and the conversation was a bit different. I made it personal. 

When you build relationships, people feel you care about them, and they become invested in a 

whole new way.  We sometimes think that we have all the right answers and our way is the best 

way. Have you recently said, “We have always done it that way?” Then think on this: “I can do all 

things through him who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13). Yes, you can change or at least learn that 

there are other ways of achieving favorable results. Perhaps the secret to reaching anyone is to be 

open to new ideas and ways of doing things. This is not to say that we should try change those 

things that are meant to be unchanging; our Lord has promised us that He is steadfast and eternal. 

However, when it comes to our events, we should be open and flexible. Perhaps, in addition to 

asking why young women don’t want to help out around church, have you asked yourself, “Are we 

meeting their needs or giving them opportunities that work for their lifestyle?” The webinar 

presentation “Reaching Young Women: LWML” will help you in your outreach to the young women 

in your parish and community. The answer is, “The time is NOW.” Tune in to the webinar for the 

question. 

RSTM Events Update  

Don’t forget that Rural & Small Town Mission provides free monthly webinars on topics important 

to congregations in town and country settings. Up next is Reaching Young Women: LWML on 

Feb. 21. It will be followed by Raising Young Leaders and the Lutheran Young Adult Corps on 

March 7. Find past webinars in our archive and watch for information on all our upcoming events! 

Register for one our Engaging Your Community (EYC) or Engaging the Wandering (ETW) events 

at lcms.org/rstm. These partner events offer practical resources and communication skills for 

reaching out to our wandering members and our communities with Christ’s love. Online registration 

is available for both types of events. Contact your district or our office if you are interested in 

holding an event near you. Look for upcoming announcements about the 2019 National RSTM 

Conference! To see our calendar, visit lcms.org/rstm. Contact our office at 888-463-5127 or 

rstm@lcms.org. 
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Coming Events at Bethlehe m 
 

Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org 

          February     2019  
February 1      Blood Mobil in parish Hall  
February 10    Annual Pancake Day  
February 11     Pastor Craig Birthday  
February 17    New Time Change chang begins for worship Service  
March 6          Ash Wednesday  
 

           10 a.m. – Sunday School 

10 a.m. ï Adult Bible study (Parish hall) 

11 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Sundays and some festivals) 

           6:30 p.m. - Wednesday’s Midweek Worship Service
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